Marash, Turkey·.
Jan. 17, 1920
Dear Mother,
Your letter written Nov. 9, arrived a few days a�o. It took
just abo:J.t two months to ,get here. I suppose Gr.eenba.u_rns have hall

their. firesale and another fire by this time. I haven 1 t seen a
·t·
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,
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zea�
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a ...iong i�e. I forrzet whether or not I wrote a let
"
. "
l
-c;e.:'.' .Ls.s-;:; 0u.ncay, so !?lay b e repeating a lot of stale news,in this

letter. It is jus� about sunset now so this will be a short letter.
I had a c�rd fro� ��rion and Id� from New york, so I supnose they
have bse� having a gay old time. Today there .is snow on the ground,
bu-c i:;

::..::::2.'::

cold eno'..1.g.h to f�eeze. Snyder and I went out hunting

agai� 7e3���da7 ?f:9�noon, (Saturday) and I shot one partridge,
0 i���

:

�sw at :��?t a �indred. It had been snowin7 un in the moun�

tains a�j ero7e the �artrid�e down low, so we began to raise flocks
of t::>'::�: 5 1st D::!.�:,,: ·:-r the house. They are very w:Lln and .fl:r uo
1

bef:-:;::-,s

·_.'.'.:"-t

c�.� ::::8:, ·,dthin rarnT,e. We trF.:ixr1ped aw2.y up on the mauntl3in

w::�n:'e -::._-:.e sr:'.JW

K9.E

--leep, and found it snowin,c;,: in f'':ar2-sh when we

c-s;.me 6y::n. ·l'he p.cr·::'id�e were so thick u:o in the snow that the snow
looked like a chicken yard�
As -.,;e C".'me h.'.)r,:e we could see the road that runs from Ma.rash
to Islahia. From tie mount�in you can see it for miles. At one
place it was black, so we concluded that more French troops were
arri virw:, and su"".'e enouc;,:h last niF?:ht the report came in thB.t four
hundred had arriver:. On the way, prob2bly just about where we could
see them, theywe!'e attacked by Turks and lost six men killed, over
twenty wounded, ancl lost a mR.chine r-:un • We had just a.bout concluded
the fighting between the Turks and 'Prench was over when last ni�ht8
re':)ort came in. I suuvose I wrote last week that there had been

· ~51

se've:ra l scraps so far. The Turks mB.ss2.c red all the Armeni an men
in a village near here, and then entrenc hed to cut the Fr~nch
fro.'.Tl the rBilroa d, but the French bo:-nbar ded the trenche s a.no. 'l'urk

villag es. The Turks keep to the hills so it is hRrd for the French
to get e.f'ter them · .- We have aui te a number of wounder l French in
our hospti til, includ ing a couple of cannib les. Some .of the Sengal ese soldie rs are cR.nnib les and hP.Ve pointed teeth.

'I'hey are filed

to points so they can eat raw meat.
Busine ss is going alon~ in Marish as usual

aft~f tti~ perio~

when all the stores were closed on accoun t of the trouble . There
is absol~ tely no danger to Americ ans in Marash , and even the Armenians sre s,s·fe enough in the city. A few days aP.:o when the French
had to •.,:i thd.r ::<·; ctll their tr·ooDs from the city to fiP-:ht the Turks,
theT 1::'.)0/. wit,:-_ :;~1em severa l of the rnost promin ent Tur·ks as hostBi:t es,
so Gh3.t if the !'est of the Turks started anythin g in ~fa.rash whi1e
the :::.·:::'e~1.ch were 8.'i!r::.y they could punish the hostR;r es. A Turkish Bey

who is ciuits nromin enthere is

8.

great friend of Dr. Wilson 's becaus e

he f'ixsd him up '.../hen the Moslem doctor s had given him up .. He was
in to call a few days ago, and Dr~ Wilson asked him why the Turks
_
the Bey
were killing Armeni1:1.ns r::i,r,z:Bin. He,\sai d the Turks could see tha.t the
big rnaszac re during the war hadn't accomp lished the result intend -

ed, narnely to tn.l.t the /,.rmeni2 .n race in a positio n where it could
never be a menace to Turki.s h uower, by killing off the men.Re said

this we.s the rea.son the Turks wanted to finish up the job. '1'hey
think che A.rmeni an.s are commit ting

8.

treason by agitati ng for an

indepe ndent state.

Aside from this there isn't any specia l news. Ei~ht wagons ar-

cart::i by a

.12.rd o fri ved this mornin g from Aleppo with old clothe s, shoes~ sweate ~s,
)

-

--- ..._

_ _~

rench etc. .t'or the Armeni 2.ns. The old shoes are old. You can actual ly put
Jldiers .

your hand thru the holes in the soles. 'I'he _clothes are better.

Miss Dougher ty si=dd she thought the Armenian coa.t of a.rms should
be a nest f'ull of young rob bins with their mouths wide open wa.i ting for a big worm to drop in. Tr1at is about the best picture you
could get of this relief work. These oeople are certainl y in great
need, but they certainl y ere a grl:i.sping lot., When we give out
clothes a nan has to keep the crowd back with a club, end actu-

ally has to keep wielding the club on women$ The moment the guard
turns his back the whole . mob rushes the clothes pile. They have
no ser:sr:: of f'a.ir play and will

11

re:oeat 11 as often as·they can. Of

cours9 t~ey Ere not all lH:e tha.t. But it is amusini!, to see what
ho,;,:s t:.:.ey ceco:"29 :.Jhen there is s-omethinP .: for nothing . The men whom
we lc,a.::::-::.

now

~~~~2e

::;.·:::r~<:J

--:::o six r10nti'l.s ago for starting up their industri es

to ;a y

~~,

and jeer at my collecto r. I sent notice~ to

the c:: ..::.r~rres y~s:;e::.->dey to notify all debtors to either m-=-y or at
0

le8 3:: -;;::; ::c r:1s c.:::: ex:)lain why they couldn! t, and if they don 1 t come
we .s!'-=: ;;:-:,::.n;: t o se!i.d. their n8.:""l1es to the rr'urkish police .. Dre Wilson

ins oe,]~~d the ~~~kish prison yesterda y sn1 sPys it is quite a fine
pla.ce, c l ea:r:t a.nd appat>en tly well run.,
D:,.

Ls.mbert sent word to me last we,~k that he wanted me to sttJY

on for a f ew months, but

·r

refused. the offer, and told him I

couldn I t stay for less ths.n I could earn e.t home this summer as I

must save up enough to ~et a s~art on my college exnenses this
fall.

If' he accepts my minimum I will stay till the middle of Jµ_ly.

I don 1 t feel like a profitee r in makin2 these terms, as the ACBNE

is paying all those arriving recently feirly good wna:es, as they
re~lize this is the only way to ·get efficien t work done. I sent in
an applica tion for a fellowsh ip at Penn a few days ago.

Must close now. Methe!' you e.sked if the r,:irls here do Madeira

~ork. They don 1 ~ as most of the Armeni ans do drawn work, and in
r
J:1r.,tsh they do a specia l kind of embroi dery. Yes tero.ay I bou_q:ht a.
sweate""." of ,A ngora wool fot> you. The wool comes from .Angora , anr3
the sweate:" " was Knit by a very fine Armeni an girl here in MRras.h .

I also have a couule of table sets for you, done on cloth.m ade in
o u.r crwn ind':..l.s trial dept., and the drawn work done by our employ ees.
I haven' t seen many bea.ds that I though t much of·, except amber,
which are beauti ful but exuens ive. _

I shot the wild boar and lest Sunday we had roast partrid ge
and boa.:" steak. It is the most delicio us meat I ever ate . There
wol ye2 2.lyr;o St a mile ba.dk of the house, Bnd I- here to see one
close enough to get asiot
on the w~y.

~~

R.t

them. Hope there are so::ne more letters

i s dark now, so I 1 11 close. Lots of love to all,

from

St.,::,nley.
P. S. I h1 d. a .let; ter from Ele s.nor Younp:, &: wil 1 R.nswer her As soon

as I can to what she asked. Ber letter just came a few·day s ago.

Tell ner that all the girls I helned rescue sre out of ny reach

new, but I can send her a photo of an oruhan g;i:rl h8re in Marash ,
with a story of her experie nces in the war, etc. 1 1 11 write to her
nexc week.
Hope J)r•. Rhein has your 2.rm in fine shape by this time ..

Stanley

;ro M.rs. James

~

..

Kerr

Darby, Pennsy lvania

Stanley E. Ker~ Collec tion
Pro'.1er ty of Susan E. Kerr

Marash, Turkey.
,Tanuary 20, 1920 .
Dear Mother,
They say that Christma s comes but once a year , but in this
queer country C~ristma s comes twice and year and Sundey three
timas a week.

'rhe Armenian s celebra te Chrj_stma .s on Jan. 19, the

Moslemi s Sabbath comes on FridAy, and the Jews ciose their stores
on Ss. turda.y and hike .f or the S SynB.r,;og ue.

So on Sunday ni(~ht

when somebody remarked that it was Christm eve again we decided
to ce1eb~at e~ :1)oc Wilson called a consulta tion of all theirhire d

f7-irls r: and the Armenian cook Rnd asked them what A,:,menia ns liked
W&.S

to

!:"19V8

a grand outdoor fee~ for all the

Arme~ia~ refu2s~s i~ the city who had fled from villgges near
Marash a:::d W:::'.'::: camcing l.n the Churches in the city. So while Sny..:,
uer

artr:1 l--
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others arranrren the

menu, ¼hich 1 1 11 ~ive at meal time. Early the next morning Sam,
the J:..:;:-·r::enian serv9nc, woke me~ { Sam we2.rs a pair of' real ba~rry

trousers he made out of a blanket .) He handed me my trousers and

we finally ext:!"acte rl the necess8.r y spondul ix which the A.G. R.N.E.
was to furnish for the f'eed. 38.muel took the don::-cey and came back
half ~m hour le.ter with a donkey 103d of enorr.iou s numpkin s. Meanwhlle Dr. ,,.iil.son was hiking a.round the town szivirnt out tickets to

the refu_,7,ee s,_

nr.

Crathern the Y man was plannin?. : for some games,

and he and I procured four enormou s conner kettles from two of

the orphana ges. These were ~laced in

8.

row on stones, fires klndled

and water soon began to heat up~
Sa•nuel now apDeat>ed with half a d.ead cow,

250 orann:es and ten

strings of fi~s,

a kettle of fet, a bag of ekshi, and a sack of

boulgho ur

which is a urepara tion of wheat made by parboili n~

wheat kernels, then cr2.cking up the kernels. Some of the rrguests"
appeared soon anri set to work urenarinD.: the dinner. :Some of the

women peeled the pumpkins and cut ·them up, while. othe-rscut up the
rne a.t Bnd tended to the fires. We had almo forgotten the question
of dishes, but that wis quickly solved by

R

raid o on the pile of

empty tin csns, which we urepared by pou..YJding the tops smooth a.nd
by a good was~ing.

By noon time the Armenian women had the big kettles boilin&r
ha~d.

l'he meat

W.",_S

stewed in the largest for a while, then the
ekshi(an herb) added, together with-salt . This

was to be one dish. In the othe~ kettles the women poured the
b~oice,.-1 1.,(-:e~t r:r2ins o"l'.'

11

bo 1.1lghour 1' s.fte":' they had cleanen an<i sift-

ed it. T~is swalls ~reatly on boilin~ and soon there were big copper' ·_:::,.:-.:- ~'our :::'eet in diBm.eter niled hi2h with ste::,nnnp: wheat~ on

th.is :·:as poure:1 the melted f.s.t~ 'l'he finished nroduct is almost the
S8m&

Es

boile~ ~ice mixed with fat .

Ou~ yrrd by this time was full of ~rmenians , all of them the
most re.~ ,;;ed lookin;z lot of ceo-ole of all MArash. 'T'his was the cold-

est d.8y so fo.r this winter, an'i yet very few of these neople ha.d
shoes 2.nd. many not even stockings . 'l'hey

S8.t

around the fires g;et-

ting up an apDetite and seemed to be h2ving a good time however.
~lfe brc,;J.ght out

8.

·pair of boxing gloves the YT!iCA man had with him

end t~ied to get the boys to box but for a while they wouldn't go

near them. Then Dr. Crathern persuaded an Armenian boy to box, and
the boy went to it ::;_nd "Knocked the Doctor 1 s hB.t off. After this
scrap some of the youn~er boys ha<i

8.

few r.rreBt fip_;ht s. 'T'hey all

use thei.-r· ar~s like ha.m:ners a.nd never punch.

Finally dinne~ was reRdy, and after getting the crowd lined
uu prouerly, they filed nast the breed pile, ~ot a loaf

of bread· about the size ar:.d: shape of a five cent pie, then a tin
can full of' the beef and squash stew,, and another can of the boul--

ghour. They had no spoon or forks, but they all had fingers. Some
of the people had no tin cens, so we pilerl the fo.od in .big pa.ns,
and then six or ei~ht people would sit on the ground around the
pan.,

so all you. could see wa.s a circle of ba backs~ If you looked

ove ;:-· the top

the scene was a pile of grub with about ten hands

shovelin~ in. Everybody squatted on the ~round, andthe scene around
the ·y ,:,:rd was sur>ely comical--a bout two hundred and seventy-f ive
people dressed in gorgeous colored rags eatin~ with their fin~ers
out c:f

::.-:1

ner

e j~g ii~ing room. They all c~~e back for second helpings,

~~

and r:.~;er:
ry .r::::'::-?
h?..v ,:;

ce1s. ?hey were _just as ha~ny as if it wa.s a turkey din-

-::::;ri
9.

s: .:---:·;. ::1

er.,.::; ~'-_::_}.,

W!?.3

left over that they all we:::-e 8.bla to

CHI'-

along with their oranrres and fir:s. You should

s~e:: the ":'.::.:r.ors some of the people ha.d~ Some hBn bio.: swellin9:s

~c~

fsest was followed by a demo~stra tion of a hand plow, by

Mr. Snyde~. In the spring a plow is to be given to each village,
so the fa:r·::ne:r-s were all interested , as they had never seen anything
Ou~ the old .style

rr cr,:1ok:ed

stick" sort of a. nlo\V.. ~l\re had. tho11ght

it would be fun to ~et a bag of old shoes and throw them from a

wind.cw and let the people scramble for them, but a moment

Wf:ls

enou~h

to show th.st this was n0thing to play with. Even tho the shoes were
not mated and were absolutely not ·worth sending: from !l.merica, those
people e.ctually four:,:ht for them. They all need them so barUy it

was no joke with them -- so we ston-oed this metho of distributi on
at once. Several g;roups of boys were rollinP-: ar0und on h the .Q'r.ound
scrapping for an old shoe for some timee They all took it

goodnatur edly and when the crowd got ready to leave they gavet~ree
big cheers for the Americans and voted it a good dinner. We had all

had as good a time as t-'1.e refugees , too . I took a nu.rnber of photos
with the A.C?RN.E. Graflex, and will not send this letter till I
have developed them.

Snyder plenned to ~o to ~-intab this morning, and he and Dr.

Crathern got off about seven thirty~ 1eports came in last night
that a wagon train of the French on its way from here to Aintab was
attacked b,y Turks near the Ak Su, all the guard killed and the
wagons looted. If this is t~ue the road won 1 t be very safe for
autos. Snyder however thinks there is no danR:er. He took with him
the Y • .r·,f.C.A.man,

(Dr. Crathern, a Con1sreg2t ion minister from Bos-

ton} s_ French lieu tengnt on his way to Frrmce, his orderly, one o:f
our :r(·_;_ ~·s :;s , s.::-• .-"- ~':'nenian merch:=i_nt e:nd one of our courier's, who lfl

carryi n g our ~~il. I gave him a letter for home, written on Jan.
18. 'The ,-,,,-:,._; ls ere so uncertain now that I don ' t

know whether my

letters reach the -U9 or not.The last letter I had from home was
written No~ 9th, but there is orobably more in Alen-po or Aintab
for met

and Sny~er mey b~ing them tonight if he has rto trouble

.My index finR;cr is pretty well worn down now from poundinp:

this machine so I will quit. Tiope everybody at home is well and

happy. Wish you co11ld all come over here

for a while and ao bBck

home -,,dtn me .. Love to all the family, from

.ste.nley.
P.S. Since the mails are so uncertain ,

I will send two conies where

ever I can, one by Turkish -post and the other any other way available. So if you get two letters alike or perhaps only a carbon copy,

you will know why.

lll

*
To Mrs. James q_ Kerr
Darby, Pennsylvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Froperty of Susan E. Kerr

Marash, Turkey·.
Jan .. 21, 1920.
Dear Dad.;,

Tnis is a rather exciting time to write a letter, but as the

post is supposed to go tomorrow I must write now.

It is now half

past two, and since twelve there .has been a lively battle in progress here in Marash. Every letter I nunch on thi tyuewriter is

ech0ed by rifle shots. There is a :nachine g:un g;oimi: boP-bon-bop-bo-o

abouts. hu.ndrerl feet from me and
city. W~ n::,d J 11.c; t: "'~.. t a'oum. t:o
0
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cou.r.ss nD0od.y s-;:ent much time eating bu¼; ran for the balcony up-

sta~rs ;o see ~he battle.
Al: ~~is

fe~ ~s~~s.
Fr8r:ch.
":z 1 1

1

1:,::-

2!.1d

~3

~~e

a result of what hes been going on for the last

~~rLs have been following a uolicy of ignorin~ the

d.el :..·::'2 ratel y disregarding; their orders e 'rhey have been

)_..:'::neni:s..:-:s e_!ld French soldiers a few a t a time, until late-

ly: th2-r:

ambushing lar2:e bodies of French troops.

'!'he

F1 rer1c!': f:i_.:::a.:l.l y T1:::..d abattle 1.~i th the Turk b2.r1di ts and wined out ·a.

fe;,,r cf -:;i1eir vi.llages. The Ar::nenian-French soldiers who did this
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could r~es.r the cannon fi rinrs while this was P.:oing on, but it was

far enough away thet it d.idn rt make :much i:nn:res sion on us. But on
Nond!'.'y ( Jan.19)

the bandits or whoever they are attacked a French

wagon train and its convoy between here and Aintab and killed all
the convoy, plundering the wagons. This made us wonder just how
safe the road we.s for our ·a;_1to., but Snyder refused to be scared and
startei off yesterday morning for Aintab, taking a Y.M.C.~. man,

(Dr. Crathern) a F~ench officer, two Armenians,

and one of our

nurses, Miss Shultz. They hB.d trouble from the stert. First Snyrler

lost a chain and spent an hou~ looking for it, but had to ~o on
without it. Then the car got stuck in the mud, which is a foot t
thick in pl a ces,

and succeeded in getting out only after putting

blankets down to drive on. By the time they crossed the Ak Su
(White ~ivar) half way to A..intab it we.s two oclock.

From here the

road win.ds un the mountain on the edg e of a cliff., The roa.d WRS
goo d. however and they m.2de good time. In a m:inute they ca.me to
the Pl~ce where the French wagons had been attacked. Here the wagons

~ere stra~n along the road on their sides, deA~ horses lyin2
around,

end one French helmet. As they went on the sound of firing

could oe heard, but as ~he road was a continual wind nothing could
be seer:. until s :.1. 'idenl y as t .h e cH.r ro1..1nded. a. c1.1rve the:y ca.i.--ne in full

si <sht :·<" t-.-n

:-J ~:. c.

T./) ons o 1' Vorroc.sn cavqlry hR v1 n :~ a :r·unninP.: bgt tle

hidden oehind -::~eeks while the l·forroc2ns :rna rle

P..

fin e tarr;et 1.Ji th

their- :-,ed c a-;:)e s e,r:•i whit e turb2.ns, sit tinp: on thei!' horses~ Snyder

didn 1 ~ l ~ sa any tima turning a round. ~he b Pttle w0 s only· a few
hur:dre ci. y srds aw.a y G.nrl th.e ?,hrrcjc :i ns were retre8tinP. : in the direc-

tion of Marash. ryr. CrRthern 2ot out to iirect the turning of the
car ,

sin e ;~ it v-ras on the edge of a big cliff, then juP1ped in e.s the

car b e~ s n to make tracks for Marash. At this moment the Turks

opened fire on the cer. Dr. Grathern uulled out a 3ilk American
flag 1::.nd began to wave it iihile Snyder onened out on i'ull f1peed,
n·L a z see!rled to j ust start things, fol' tr,emoment
down hill .. The I.

Cr~thern WBved it a regulPr hail of bullets struck the roa~ all
aro:1nd the c a r.

As the cr-r p a ssed a turn in the roR.d a rifle blB.zed

away gt them. onl~y a few :r F.Jrd s away, the bullet striking one of the
four metal spokes of the steerin~ wheAl about two inches from

Snyders hrrnd and. tearini:r. a bil! hunk o f the rim off~ 'rhe steel

sulinters that flew struck Snyder in the face and cut his eyelid
in the corner, while Dr. Cr8thern ~ot s-olint.ers in the sioe of' the

face. The Car was making between forty and fifty miles an hour by
this time and had to dodge the overturned wagons on the road, besid,es circl.ing sh8.rp curves with a :oreciuice to one side. If a bullet had hit the driver the cc,,.r would have p;one over. Not until they
~Te"J:~e a ralle or more a1.-1ay and. 01J_t of _
r.g_r1g;e did th_e· bti:Llets stop.

How tn.e 'i'urks !ni.s~ed the:n all is more than I can say. The car has
s ever~,.l ~1.ole s in it. The French 1 ieu tenant had thrown our nurse

on the bo ~tom of the car the ~oment the firing started and put a
bedcii;i_g r 8l.l . on top of her,
{~~~~

~:::'=

then sat on it.

Artill ery has just started up in the citv)

-:-. 0.!'·

_g :.,:. o,c,e ?.: to r'rsraeh after dark,

just in time for Snyder

in a fine - dinner in honor or the wedding
Wilson-- roast ~oose from our own bPck

C: :' :~ c·;irse t~e French

Ad!iliral 3r:1:.s0ol th8t the
ge:1er2l :is.'J::ened to

oe

1ere notified o .f what h2.d ha.pnene ancl

1.,..

American flap.: han been fired on. The French

here in the city, 2nd thlnP:s began to hap-:)en

tod.,.3.y. 'Tb.e ?•Iajor told us this mornin.g that since the Turks had
sh:JW!1

no willingne ss to- be peaceable the time had come to strike,

and they were orenared to strike hard.

Dr. Crathern and I took a

walk thru the market this morning and found every shop closed except
a few Armenian pl2.ces. It is the turn of the Moslems to be scared

now, and they are 8.fraid the "l<'rench will massacre them. At the
mosques and on corners groups of Moslems were gathered discussing :
affairs. It was just a short ti~e after we got back to the house

that the firing began.
It is hard to sRy just what is ~oing on, as all we can see is
the smoke of the shots. Turks a.re firing from the minaret s of their
mosques and from houses, while· the French are on the hills, end
even in the church belfries , and have machine i::runs all over the

city. The French headqua rters is right beside this house with a
mach:L.1.e g:J.n

in

t the yard. The,y h8ve machine guns in the windows

of our ~ospita l and. one of our orphana ges, and in a church belfry.
Our ho .1se is the hiR:hest
1

up. the hill of any in

the town, so from

the balco::;.y of my room you can get the best view of the whole thing.
Fl"'·'),,1 t~~2::-e

we cs.n see the s~oke of the bo!nbs or grenades in the·

city. I ~U~?ose

~~e

French are throwing grenade s into houses where

is a wc~de~, a 2 ~he machine gun is very close~
.:<i::: c<:ie se .~:-:s to know ju.st who ·the soca.lled b2.ndi.ts a_T'e, but
tb. ,3,r ::; ::'..::, no d.c,.:D:-.
ors~~i ~ ~ ~~

po~t

f~~~

It is

that there P..re loRds of them, P,nd that they :=ire
g

~retty sure thing that they have ulenty of sun-

:eadars of the Turks in Marash, altho the Turkish . officia ls

-protest ·chc~ they have no control over it&
rlle are alla.~ree d that .4merica. is a _good. rieal to blame for the

tr,::iuble here. No tha.t they sta-rted it, but because they have de-

1 ayed the peace treaty so long and left the fate of ~1rkey undedid ed. If America had been willing to take the mandato ry of this cnuntry there woula.n 1 t have been a :)article of trouble. The Turks were

practic:-: ::lly u_r1animous in wanting America . But when another army
occupie d the country the 'I'urks natural ly thoui:.i::ht they had come to
stay, which might be true and they are doing all they can to make
things unple8.s ant for them. 'I'he fact that our flp_g .was fired. on
means nothin~ , as we were iarryin~ a French of ~icer, andthe b andits

would have every reason to believe that we would carry word which
would bring reinforcem ents.
Armenians and Turks both keep asking "Has America decided to
take the mabdate for 1
8 • .PM~

The firing has diminishe d considera bly, and since dark onlyy

occa.:~iona l volleys are heP.rd. The reports that con1e in are decid-

edl y b9d. At first the French officers said that in the fight our

auto ran into, about ten cavalryme n were killed, but this eveninR'.
we heard thet uractical ly all had been killed. This is no wonder,
as they had to come nast the point where the auto met the worst
fir.in _?~ It devel0"9ed al so that this patrol of Morro cans ha0 been
ser1t c,u:, to rc.e .=:·~ a 1.'1"a~on tr.ain which ·was bringin~ am.vn.unitio n a.nd

supp lis s to the ?~ench in Marash. This convoy of twenty wagons errive~ a t

this s=:::n.e noint about an hour later and was R.Inbusher'l., all

the f,;1..:8.rd beir.z killed and e.11 the supplies and !11Uni tions falling;

into -she 'I'urks hands.

The fighting in the city today apparently has been mostly firin;;z; :from houses. The French -have lost a lot of men who are lying
dead in the streets, accordin~ to reports, while none seems to know

how the Turks hav f;:_;red. I didn 1 t realize how much resistance the
Turks were making until an hour a~o, when Snyder c2~e in. You. remember he was the one who had such a narrow escape yesterdQy while
driving the car to Aintab. He had another exciting day today. We
wanted a nair of field glasses so he ran down to the hospital to
borrow a pair
belonging
t. Arriving near
. . . ..... to Luther the pharmacis
·the front gate of the hospital two shots rang out close by --these
were meant for him. As he reR.ched the gate he found the French

sentry lying there dead in a little nool of blood, right in the
gateway. This nrobably sgved Snyder ' s left, as those inside were

unable to close the gate. If it had been locked a third shot could
hardly have missed . Inside the walls of the hospit al enclos ure the
French raised their rifles quickly as he entere d but lowere d when
they recogn ized a friend .

Within the Hospit al itself the Turks had made their marks. The
Armeni an sold.ie r behind the machin e gun on the third floor had
t~ied to drive the Turkish sniuer from his positio n in a house opposi:;~ t!:le .hospit al, but the gun jam:ned t e.nd the soldie r receive d
a bul]_a-:::; t:.b...ru the chest. He is alive but uncons cious. Dr. Elliot t,
an A.rn-s:::>.:..::~n woman physic ian in the ACRNE, stepped out on the front
por:::h :.o ~all a nurse indoor s, and a bullet cracke d the wall be-

=~ he~

h e r i :--_:,::-:..-.=-:.._::... t

bedroom on the third floor anothe r bullet broke

e.:.'.1·': before the afterno on was ove-r• the transom and the

:...-3.:::_1 s were scatter ed over th flooreT he whole third

s t :::;r y -- -· q-.:. i-c e s ":':;.S s s. The natien ts were all moved below and tha
+-, :-..- _;::,
V -- -

floor. Luther looked out of the window of his

pb.2, :--:::", :~,- ~nd a ::: <l. let sped by .• I::e saw a.n old A.'l'.'menian man outsid
e

dow. Th~ old ~an dropoe d in his tracks~ Dr. Wilson decide~ to stay
all ni~h~ ~t the ~ospit al, but Snyder ~limbe d over the rear wall
01...,

the 6:'"~cl o su.re an:-3. came home by WFIY of. a

. ro1r1

of trees.

Today severa l hundrer l A::-meni an refu~e es had come up to the

A.G.:Ll '-;.E. storeho use to get old clothin g& Mrs. Wilson was distribut ing th garmen ts all mornin g, and this afterno on the refuge es
were not allowed to f!..O home es the street s are unsafe . So toniP.:h t
I went over to the enclos ur where there were still

350

poor pea-

ple with herdly enongh clothes on to cover them. 1r{e arranQ'. ed for
them to sleep in the baseme nt of the Colleg e, and manage d to get

two hunrlre d loaves of bret=td for them from our own bakery , so they

will be f,8.irly co::n.fortg_ble tonight. All the blankets in our stores
were given out too. Our 9i;.;n house has a number of Armenians for

the nip;ht> a.nd every person who was not home at noon today had to
stay whereever he could find shelter. Niss Blakely and Miss Lied,
two of the American m:lssionaries of :r:re::.·ash were out calling this
morning and have not retu:>nedt but are prob8bly safe.
A group of' six prominent Turkish off"icia.ls of Marash ca.me to

see ·::'.:B French com:nander just after the firin~ st2rted, so the
Gener2.l received them e.nrl afte:'.'.' the interview told them to stay.
So t::-~ey are his prisoners, and will be treate<l
incl .~~s5 -:he C:)::::tander oi' the :'1ender:r1i e ,
0

hostages. 'I'he group

the local governor, the

8.:C.:.d othe~ dii;rni tari es. I was over in the building

Chi e=: ::-:::,~i:::2e:, r
t!".:.i ..::= ~r-~:srraoc.r:

8.S

"'='

s.lkimi: to the Maj or when the Hutesersef ( or Turkish

go v-s::.~::c::' )went :;·:.: t of the room. He didn I t look exn.ctly he.pny.

::: ::.ope ;::_,.::_s sc!'ap over here 2:ets into the American newR-pa.ners.

It

·:} ~.1~:: :1 !:

no 8c::a.:~i

to
00

S!:.,')~·,r

the A::11ericpn people that 2.11 this war has been of

t:1.<:: Armenian nA.tion.

In S!)i te of all that has been said

about ~ha Turk not being fit to rule, and in suite of all that the

Turk h~a done in the past, international politics are still letting
the Tu~k do as he pleases. It looks as tho Armenians were in for
another massacre. If the ~1~ks don't begin massacreing tonight in
the villages · a.round Marash and even in the city its elf I am a

mighty poor prophet. It is time this Leagu of Nations did something

in the way of settlinp.: the future of Turkey; and in the opinion of
every ,a..merican here in Marash it couldn I t be settled better than
by an American mandatory~ 'rhe tunerican nation we.s willini:s to sena.

millions of soldiers to lick the Hun, but seems to kick strenuosly at sending enough men to keep order in a country

Germany~

worse than

Jan. 22:hPM.

Today has been so full of excitem ent that I haven't

h had tiTie to any writing . Artiller y fire afew-~1n dred yards behind

the hiu house woke me about seven AM, and by the time I got out on
the balcony the b9.ttle was on full swing. The French were shelling the hills behind the house ~ where Snyder and I had ~one ~1nt ing p a.r-trj_dg e so often .. Apparen tly the 'turks were coming in to the
foothil ls from .A.lbust?. n R.nd. all the surround ing country, for the
pu.ffs of S!:t10ke up on the hills where the shrapne l was burstin~

kept moving up hill as the Turks ran for shelter. The shelling was
go:i.ng on on all sides at the :mountai ns. The artiller y fire made
consider e.ble racket,. but the ma.chine R;Uns seemed to make even more
d:i.n as the y ponp ed away at the hillse T·he Turks in the city were
at th.2:.z, work ~-::·=>in too firing from the houses.
Ls.s":::;

n.i g;h-:. ';:;he Morroca ns who had been wounded in the fir?:ht

where 0ur auto wes fired on arrived in Marash with the escort which

had been sent out for them early yesterda y, before the fight started in the city. Not knowing that Marash was in a state of siege,

they start9d up thru the city with the wounded , and were immedj_a tely fi re d on. I could see the f flash of rifle fire in the streets

from my- oalcony . The escort irmnedia tel dropoed their w01.mded to
fight,

and in the dark lost the street where they had left the

stretch ers. Finally they came to headqua rters end reported the casee
Lie·iten ant Coonery , the officer who had gone with Snyder for Ain-

tab the day before, took it upon himself to ~o out thru the city
to look for the wounded , and as he w2.lked around in the dark found

abo .1t ei ::::ht Mo~roc a ns who had lo st their wa.y in. the iierk and had
1

been hiding. With these he kep un the hupt, but fBiled to loc:::ite
his wounded soldie"." s. Instead he was attacked as he and his eiP.:ht
men returne i to the barrack s, stenp in12: over dead men everywh ere,

five of the iforroc ans were killed and his own rifle stock was
shatter ed .. He .finall y climbe d over our hospi ta~ wall to sRfety .
Today the fi~ht in the city continu ed much the seme a.s yesterdayo The French are certain ly on the defens ive. From the top

of the college today I could see Turks strollin p; around in the
street s w.ith their rifles some. of them so clo.se that I took a pie-

ture of them.

:n the ~fterno on we kept up a lookou t from my balcon y, and
Mrs. Wil:aug...rit a glimps e of Dr. Wilson , who had been maroon ed at the
hospi:; al since the fi_r1:ht started . We were able to whistl e

to him

and he~~d his an a~swer .The hospit al is about six hundre d yarns

.fro~.5:- ''= ;,

0:1.-c

a house full of Turk soldie rs co::1"..ri1ands the snace be-

twee~. E: ~e c a~~~t ~o back and forth.

c:~:t

2.n t~ ·s l o·~,.; hills on tl1e east of the city, 1n1hich ca.n be

seen Zi'O::n. the b2.::..cony but not from the French lookou ts we could
S,,"'

l?!';;e b,:)d.::.-s.s of 1I.1urks moving: a.round :i.n nlain sir,:ht, at ahnut.

t,,.,6 ?. :.1, ";n.ru field glass we could 8ee

t)1Ht

they were armed; and ·

in ~ili:~~ y format ion, but in civilia n dress. I ran ave~ to reuort
this to the French corr-.. 'lland.er
.
, who i:m.rned iately CA.me over, the genera l
and t~res office rs. When they· saw the 'furks the gener8. l ordere d a
small ca:-.:.non, while an office r calculP .ted the ranr-;e. In a few

min1J.tes

g_

!!sixty

fiVi} 11

arrived . on mule back behind our house. The

soldie rs soon had it in uositio n. An office r aimert it and ~Rve the

order to fire. The shell w~nt swishin g over the hilltop , and the
Turk lost no time in duckin gbehin d the crest of the hill. But the

next ten shots were well plP.ced and must hRve cleane d out the whole
crowd. Snyder and Dr. Crethe rn an~ I were naturR lly on the scene
while all this was gain g on, and each got a hot shell6a se for
souven irs. We all felt our ears ringing for some time, as we had

:u,1
been standing a few feet behind the ~un. The French officer sgid
i t was well we had s-ooken to him about the -position of the Turlrn.

Dr. Wilson just came in. He climbed over the wall off the hospital compound and reached ho~e safely. Since this leaves no American
men in the hospital to stay with Mrs. Power the nurse and Dr. Elliott,
I ·am unanimou.9 ly elected to ~o dow-n for the night ..
Jan.23~ 1.30 F.M •.

Just returned from the hospital and had dinner,

so will finish as much of this up to dPte as I

C8n

bef'ore ~oinP.: back.

Las~ night's artventure was r~ther interestin g. I started immed1~~eL Y after what I wrote above. The night was pitch black Rnd

rainin~ s lit~l2. I had a French soldier detailed to come alon~ to
bo~sj

~~

it ws..2

1.

orooc=;.01..y

ov9~

:

w&ll.

The French officer told me however that

-:.:::::1,;ze::"::.'.'.;s job, as the French sentry in the ho soi tal would
sho·o t ;3t me as I climbed over' the wall. \t\le sta.rte0 011t

howeve~ j~e
hgd.n 1

~~e

~~~~

the ~ate in our wall nearest teh hospital. We

~; ::.: :~e ~o~s th.a.n fi .f ty pF~ce s i,1Q.en I sat--1 a. forn1 moving a few

yards ~~:?,"'d.~ At tnis moment the French soldier with me stu;:nbled

a.nd fell all over himself', !112.king quite a noise as his rifle struck
+-·t... o
V.Llv

stones. I WHS ready to blaze away at the man ahead with my six

shooter, bu~ he challange d us ouickly in a
so we knew it was all

low voice in French,

tn amoment we Dassed two French sol-

diers, then crossed a plowed field to an orchard, then reache1 the

rea.r ·wall o.f the hospital com-pound. It was the first time I had
taken a good look at it. Now it looked. like an impossib ility to
sea.le , as it is a Q:ood twelve feet hi,e,;h, and on the top is an overhanging layer of biS red tiles. Groning our way alon~ the wall we
., 11
bumped into a small tree, which srved the dp_y., Climbing this I was

able to crawl over on to the tiles, and then hung on a branch and

dropped . About ten tiles fell on toY) of me and made enough noise
to wake the dead. As a matter of fact, I dropped into a little
German r-;raveya rd, where the Sermans had buried their men when they
had the hospi ta.l

during the we.r. I fully expecte<' l the sentine l to

siloot, but not

sound. Some sentry. I even yelled for him, · and

P-.

then .w walked the ~hole 1r-ray around. to the front steps without beir,.g ch);, ;~ Lrn<7-ed. As I walked towards the front wall a form moved back
into a door>way;

so I called

no kim dir? 11 ('l'urkish f'or Who rroes

there?) It was the French sentry. Ten of them sleeping in a good
hiding place instead of guardinR ;. One of them had been lcilled at
~he open i n~ of the fight, and was still . slying in a bi~ mass of
blood by the fro::1t r.,:se>._te. Ji.s there W':!.S po officer they were still

obe yin~ tneir o~d orders to stay in front of the enclosu re. Altha
I ~·h aa'

·:: :Y

,.. ·
11
.. +- · in
•
.,_•io:n
,~ ._,,._, ii~o,u_-,t;
r
'!

.....

-.-

--

co~11.rnon sense told me that if I colild.

clime ove,, the :.-rall a reurk could do the SPme,

so pretty soon we

hada s e n try at the rear.
Inside the hosnit~ l all the uatients had all been ~oved from
the thlrd floor to safer plRfes. All were now sleeping in the floors,
and eve:-y corridor and room was fill e d with p:::itient s and Armenian s
who h a d ta takensh elter in the hosoita l. The neiRhho rs had bored
a ho le ·thru tbe WC!:lls and come in. One wounded Armenian had
crawlert from where he haa fallen to the front gRte and knocked .
The 'Turks o p ened fire but a sol Her o,:ienen the FU)te end the man P.:ot

in safely. The basemen t and first floor of the hosnita l were nacked
with wo~e n and children and some ~en, some little closetss ix feet
by six containi n~ fifteen or twenty people.

After supue _r the .4'rench soldier who. had helped me ove!'_ the wall

returne to the hos-c>i t!Jl. He hed gone back irrL~edia tely after seeing
me over, and now came back with a note from Dr; Wilson asking for

tourniqu ets, ga.uze instrum ents, etc. Some wounded had come in. We
went to the operatin ~ room and lit a candle, but before· we could
collect everythi nf! three shots ri:mg out from the Turkish house
across the street, apuaren tly meant for us. We blew out the light
and finished the work in the dark .• I helped the soldier over the
wall with his bundle and then we went to bed. This lRtter process
merely consiste ~ of taking off shoes and ~uttees and coat an1
crawling under a blanket on the floor. Needless to say I didn•t
sleep a wink, due to my uncomfo rtsble bed and to the fact that every
t~me I began to dose a shot would ring out so close . that it made
one jurrip even tho almost asleep. This keptup all night .. It wasn't
much of a task to ~et up this morning .
Bre:::ki'a st over I rrm across the courtyar d to the pharmac y buildi :r:g 1.-i''."'c::. -::·1 face s the street. At the door was the dead sentr:r. '::'he

French s oldiers refused to bury him without orders. From a window
of the build.in I looked across to · the buildinr : from which the Turks
shot ev eryone who ventured out-- not more than fifty yards distant.
Between ~his house and :ne a dead body lay in the str e et - .the deacon
of an Ar·m.enian church who had run out to bring in his cattle when

the f'isi;ht began. Apnaren tly dogs had perti8.ll y consumed the bony.
While a.t this window I loc11ted several houses from which Turks were
still firing6 From the third floor of the hospita l building a ~roun
of nurses were w2.tchinp.: French shrapne l burstinff , in the hills back
of H!?.rBsh,. It was a pretty si9::ht to see the puffs of smoke form in
the snow away u:9 the slone of the mount1:d ns .. 'rurks were still up

there and could be seen with field glasses running from one shelter
to anothe r.

Soon , shells be.,ran to burst a~on.~ the 'l'urkish houses behind the
hos-pi b,.l. Rifle fire ha<i been hot there all morning . A hundren yards

away

French soldiers were firing from a mud house. Just as I looked

out the window severel shots were fired,

end the bullets had a

peculiar whistle .. In a :noment there was a series of explosion s in

the Turkish house and clouris

or

smoke burst thru th~ roof.. The

French were using rifle grenades., and several had ~one thru the onen
w1ndows 8.nd ex-oloded inside. Fip.::htiniz was on all around the hospi tRl,
2.nd f:-,om the looks of thinri:s the Turks were still strong .. The Turk-

ish 1~le_g

1..;9.s

flying from the v-ra·1 1s of the citadel. They always put

it up on the Moslem Sabbath, and today is Friday.
Two of the Marash missionar ies had been out calling Wednesda.y

morning and were un1?..ble to get home when the scrap started. This

morning Miss El~kely, one of them was seen in a window not thirty
yards tr ,..:::,;1 the hosDitsl r.:ate, next door to the 'l'urkish house~ I finally :.~cide·-l ::. make a ruri from the hospital yar•d back to the Am-

eri.can buildin-:;:s , in order to g:et nerrriissio n to bu1•y the French sol-

dier, s.n d to notify the French comman,1er of the ho:,ses from which
Tu.r•ks we::'.'e fir•ing.

Besirl.es, ,the hospital food sup :, lies were &rnttinr:t

low~ Cli ·nbing over the rear ws.11 with the aid of

P..

ladner I dro1)perl.

to the ground and mr,de a s-orint for the rear of a house a hundred

yards away. Stopning for breBth only a moment I began a 220 dash
up hill and drew several shots from the row of trees below me~ but
reache'.i. the stone _w,-,11 of the mission compound in safety.
The French officers made notes: of m;y- inf'ormRtio n, and promised
not to shell the house where Miss Blakely had been seen. 1'he Commander gave me an order to the ~uard to bury the r3.earl sentry. ltJhile

I was in the headquart ers room a telephone messa~e was bein~ taken
from the Turkish fiiovernor, whom the French had rele:rned on his -promise
to persu8.1.e the Turks to surrender . His telephone message was that
he could not s ton the fightinP-; . G-oin~ ov.t of this buil d.in,g, which

is pqrt of the American Mission nrouerty ~ I discover ed that a
change had taken place over night. Instead of walking freely across
the comoo1J.nd I was warned to make a quick dash to the wall, as the
night
Turks had come up close durinR; the/ and were just below our buildings.

The French were dir~ging loophole s itl·1he Mi.id w~lL Crossing ; over

to a little buildin~ in this compound which so far we have used
for a. l:Lttle hos9it9 l for orphanag ;e children I found it wa.s now
fillert with wounded French. Dr. Wilson was just finishin g an operation on a soldier, Snyder giving the either, altho he had never

done such a thin~ before. - ! arrived just in time to help carry the
poor chau to a bed. From here I went on thru to the college buildings

8:'.'"ld

fo1..md the Armenia ns- about six hundred of them- still hud-

dled in little
these ~~aDle
coll e;:: e,

ro':J:!118

~9~

everiywh ere.

The food supply is so short that

~nl7 one meal a dRy. Up on the third floor of the

t~ne hi ,:hest noint in Marash,

the position s

or

the Turks

w1:1-s c l ainly vi si.ble ~ Why the French don I t make use of this for a

looko~t is more than I oan SPy.But here one could see the Turks in
a t!.·ench only a few hundred yards fro!n the French barrack s. I will
dr2,w a m.,:1-0 of the A~nericen building s showing the position s of .the

eneY11y, so you· can see how the Turks have a ring drawn aroun_d these
building s, trenches and snioers in frcint, any many soldiers in the
mountai ns in the rear, held off by French artiller y. I borrowed a
bLi; A),1eric0.n flag from the mission to put on one of the two -building s where the 'dil sons, Snyder and Mr. Lyman F-.nd I live. As Snyder

and I irnnt back, followinp .: the wall for urotecti on, we saw a p;roup
of people behind Lyman Is ho,1se. Ebeneze r ornhana~ e is three hun0red
yards away, across an unprote cted gulley. One week av.:o this was a

p;rove of trees. The 'I'urks cut them all down just a. week ago. I have
no doubt now that this was done to remove a good riefensiv e -oosition

from the French. ':rt,rice since t;he trouble started I walked across
this space to get bread for the refug:ees in the coller::e comDound,
not knowing that the Turks had this covered with their rifles.
'l'his morning as Snyder ·and I

joined the l:i. ttle group or· Armenians

we saw across the ouen space four or five frantic Armenians .. We had
not seen what· just -preceeded this, but Dre Crathern a.nd Mrs. Wil-

son with a nair of field glass~s had seen across .the city a com-

motion. The Turks had starte0 to massacre the Armenians in this
quarter and they were fl~eing in all direction s, shrieking so their
c "c··ies 1.-rnre heard by Dr, Crathern. Thru the ~lasses the refup;eas

were seen to pa pass two armed Turks hidin~ behinn a nile of rubbish u~moleste d, It w~s half an hour later that I saw four or five
o.f

tZ1.-e se s a:12e )·-::'.: ner1i a_ns 8.rri ,re on the slope ba.c k of Ebenezer or~~-

-o:.1.8..n.s ;z:.-~ .

Tf.1ei~ .:..·~.2.. enrls called. to h them to come on over to

011~:r

yard. As they s~a~ted across the open space Turks hidden down in
the

:t'8Vine

!)f~O:)l e,

opened fire .. I 1 1.l never forget the sip:ht of those poor>

elreg_dy e.x..haus ted by their l ong run, stu.rnbl j_n8'. alongover

thit1 s-cace as the bullets struck all around them. The first t·wo had

a good start before the firin~ began, and ~eached safety~ The next
was an old man who tried to dod~e the bullets by stoooing over. He
stu.m bled r·eDeate.dl y, and I sup-oose he was wounderl, but Q'.ot over.

'[he next two were an old woman end a boy. The boy was hit and ~~09ped
into a ditch belo~rf\ rr.he woma.n, ha.lf ~ra.y over, SCT1ea-n-1e(l a.s bullets

struck all around her. and then stonued and fRced the Turks, cryinR.
to them to stop. How they ever misse~ her I don't know, but all of
us were yelling frantical ly to her to hurry on. She collansed when
she finnaly got over, ~razed in several places and absolutel y exha~sted. She arid the others are in our enclosure now. The boy who
WHs hlt waved a rag from where he fell to show he was only wounned,

but noone dare1 to ~o to him. Finally he crawled uns~en back to
the protecti on of th~ rear wall of ~beneze r orphanag e, and knocked
on the gnte

I

but even i f those inside could hear him they couldn 1 t

go bA.ck without coJ1in.7. in full view of the Turks. I finally left
this terrible sight as nothing could be done till dark, unless the
Prench could rout out the Turks .from their posit:l.on .
er w.9.s

The boys broth-

one of the first o.f the five who tried to come over, and now

was in the yard watching his helpless brother .
NreLy:2a n and. I proceede rl to put up the American flag:. From the

nosition of the Turks who han just been firing, their next move
would be to come over our WBll and thru our yard to attack the F
·The Ar:1erlcai 1 fleg we though m:i.>1:ht be some protecti on. I rion.ed along
pole fro~n what used to be the wild boar I s pen, and nailed the fl a.a:

to i . t. :-I:'. Lyr:sr.

WRS

lookin.:1: for a rope, but we a;:;::reed we di dn I t

want to lowe~ ~s, so nailed it. As I raised the pole With the flag
a

2.,i

f'l e s~r1g 0 1-1. ~ so close thA. t the A.rm.eni2.n boy helpin~ us

rrit.tde

one

d.i ve for tb.e stairs .. 1:'he next m mom,9n t a bullet· strucl{ a tile over

my he a d a?.7.d scattere d dirt. a.11 over us

It was no tirn.e to quit, es

the f'lr:q would hr)ve a d:i.srrrac eful tumble unles the :,1ole were nailed,
so Lyi'1a::'.1 P..nd I ducked and drove the nails with such haste that most
o f them bent. One more bullet whizzed over our heads before we finished the job, all of the shots comin~ form a Turkish rifle that
must hAve been less thsn a hundred yPrds away.
Since dinner was not ready( and since I hP..d lost my appetite
after seeing those '\rmenian s runnin~ the gauntle t ) I stenpe1'1 outside the we,11 s of the enclosur e a~ain to the back of the housA and
listened to the firin in the momitai ns heyond. The Turks in the
mountai ns were keenin~ up a co~tinu al fire jud~ing from the fact

that bullets were whinin12; over my he:=.i.d f'rom that directio n, while

,<. I

I

the French would be firing away from me. As proof that they were
'['urkish bullets,

one came whistlin g towards me and dropped one

ye.rd in front of where I was standing . It har} just lost its energy.
As I nicked it up it was hot from the long journey thru the air.
I am l{eeping it for a so1i veni r of a Turkish bandit.
The French interpre ter .3 8.ys the com"'."rlander has lo st pa.tience

with the Turks and will begin to destroy the city at 2.30 with artillery.W e are all of the·oyin ion that he migh thave started long

ago shelling more of the houses he knew held Turks. 'rhe fR.ct that
the Turkish fla~ is now flyi on the citadel and that no one dares
venture thru the streets seems to in11icate that the Turks no worse
off then when the scrap be9'.sn.

hospit~ l _this morning I heard what is probably
the

t -:'.'-;.:;;;

s.cco-:..:::': of" the ber,:innin g for the battle., The French o.f'-

fice:c·s all ss.y ::!lat the 'I·urlcs started the firing and that the French

did n,:::t know t:1:.s wes cominrr • .Sinr;e the French con1mand er had told
us that morning that he w2.s aoin;z to strike _and strike hRrd we supposAd

that it wa:-.; the French wh started things movi:rw:. But the fol-

lowlng P.;i ve s the story a differ>e nt aspect. 'l'o begin with eve,:,y t-fos-

lem stor·e was closed that mJrning , as I myself sa.w when. Dr. Crathern
and I took e. WCJ.lk thru the market We han seen 1-foslems on their way
e

to the mosques 1 and ~endarm es going to the citadel with rifles.
Th~ head nurse at our hospita l, Miss M.".l.tsukia n, left the hosnit8. l

at noon, and had gone about a hundred feet when a Turkish R:endarme

came a.long with four veiled Moslem w-omen. He e.scorted them to a
house, then stood in the road ~nd fired his rifle in the air three
times. ID'l!tledi ately rifle fire started all ove::> the · city as tho this

were the signal. Hiss Matsuki an hurried back to the hospita l i:r2te,

and the French sentries outside also c~rne in, the last one in beirig

').15

shot thru the neck- the man now lying just inside the rr,ate.

8.P.M.

There have been so many interrup tions this af'ternoo n th2..t

I just now finished writin~ the above, which was started after dinner.

So far the city has not ~een destroye d. The only thing very
~oticea ble in the way of destruc tion is a big fire in the centre

of the city, the result of a French shell. It is quite a spectacu J.s.r

s:noky fire however and our,:,:ht to make the Moslems think.
1he wounded boy is safe now. After lying a~ainst the wall of

Ebeneze r orp hanage all afternoo n he got his opportun ity~ The French
genere.l a nd colonel c qme thru our yard this afternoo n with half a

dozen bi s blac~ Xo~rocan s who had rifle grenades on the end of
their ..,, .; -", ec:, 2,2-: :: e<:1.ch cs.rried a sack of them. They climbed over the
11 9..l l

of ?-'Irs. ~..J'ilso chicke.n. yard into· a.n A.rmenia_nr s b.ouse. Fr orn. here
1

they could a.tt <?.ck the Turk s who had fired on the Armenia.n refugees
in t h e m0rning , and who had been sniping the French on the hill
above~

I went up on a little balcony in Mrs~ Wilsons house to watch

the fun. This balcony :ts surround ed with lattice wor•\{ and makes a
fine lookout . In a moment things be~an to happen

The grenades be-

gan t;o e.x.Dlode a".llonr.; the 'l'urki sh mud houses, so close that dirt
.and s::nall st ,;,nes were throi-m up on the balcony where I stood. 'l'hink-

:i.ng the. t this would be a good op:oo.rtu ni ty for the wounded boy to

make his escape I rolled. up a piece of the Sunday New York Times
about six months old for a megapho ne to call to Frere Alexis in the
orphanag e to onen the gate. But the boy had thou~ht of the same
thing, an while I was running down sta.irs he hopperl down along the
wall on one le~, in full view of thB Turks. They opene~ fire R~ain.
The moment I yelle~ thru the megapho ne for Alexis he answered , and

1

when h e heard my nKapuyu ach 11 he ran to the g .s te just in time to

let t.he wound ed boy in, but not before the Turks he.d fired half
a
dozen shots. These rrurlrn are -pretty - poor shots from what I
have

Howev er the Ssrena des soon forced the Turks to retire or at

least to keep out of si~ht for a time. We all feel.m uch more corn.fortab le now, espec ially since the Ar~en ians in the house near
the
Turks had heard the Turks talkin g a.nd knew from whHt they said
that
their "9-la.~ was to rush the Armen i a.n house from there to get
into
1

Wilso n's yard and house and Mr. Lyman 's (where I live ) . This would
give t!'.i.em an excel lent noint from which to attack the French headquart ers. It is a pecul iar thing that the French had taken no precs.u+:i c~e :o u!'eY..: ;::t this sort of thing, just as they were not prep8rBc:. .:'--;:- th.~3 li ~tle war. -7.hey apnar ently thour: ht that if
the
Turks

anythi ng a few shells thrown into the city

would :-,:e.ke thB T-u.rks surren der .. P.. s it is now the Frenc h are
urac1: ;i-

ce.1:1..y ~2.sieQ '.e1 . . :'heir horse s and mules have had r.othirn z to
eBt for

three 5?ys, an1 now have eAten all the bark off th~ trees in
the
colla? ,s c.:i~001 .md, -,,;here they put them for prote ction. rrhe French
soldie rs say the.-c they will stHrt tomorr ow to eat the :flesh
of the

horse s ,s.n.d =.ules killed by Turki sh bulle ts. I sew from the collef!
:e
window c. F're.n~ h soldie r out in a field ch8.sin g a cow, in full view

of the '2:i..1r"':ish sniDe,. .,s; of course the cow soon was in the kettle
.
~-,ie heard tode.y that Turki sh cavc.l ry from Albus tan, · north of

here tried to 2ttack .from the hills last night , but were driven
of·f
with machin e gun fire,
These forces are still back of us in the
hills . Wow! Grena des are bur~t in~ rightb ack of the house .
Will fin-

i sh later .

10.P-M .

The French are up to someth ing;. I just came down form the

balcon y whe!'e an intere stin.9 ; little manou evAr could be seen. '1'.'he

J. II

1'1orroca ns were firing rifle grenade s in the air so they would drop
among the Turkish mud houses. The fuse on the grenades enabled us
to follow their course thru the air, and more than once we had to
· duck to _a void flying di.rt, But while this wa.s ~oing on, French

troops were passin~ up the slope of the h hill to position s they
could not reach if the Turks should discove r them. I could hear
th-em ,11ovin;~ close to oul'.' h8:.lse., but the Turks were too much occunied ~0~3tng the ~renades to see or heer anything else.

Ja:i..2~. l • .?.H ..

It didn ' t

ta;..::-e much to persuade me last night not

to retc.::-,n to tQe hospita l • .n. s a result I had a fine sleep .. Grenades

woke :ne

2;: 2.:.. n

wind,J·,.;w

::_~'3

- -·· - s

7·.-- """\

e sr l y this morning , and rifle shots just outside the

;-10:'::->'.'.)csns are
s~~=~~2

usins the building next to our chicken

nosition . After breakfa st Snyder and I climbed

ove:, :::-_2 ::et1 l::; :s -3 end into the rooms where the soldiers were in
crder -::,-:- ::::et

a_ goc.i : ·~0,

8

2.s

_t=::-:,~ ;zood uhotos and a look e.round. 'I'he position was

t ·~ ees_ close by acted as a screen, and. ~ret co1J.ld be

seen ::~r'~- ~::c,sily*

the

SC 'J.::.~e}:-;1

T°:'1.ese Morroc8 ns a.:c-e about as comic':'ll f'ellows

d.erkiea,

A.s

and seerned to have as much fun tryinR: to pick

o ff Tu~:C=s es our dgrkies have in shooting cran. All of them are

t erribly scs~red, from bi~ cuts they make on their cheeks and chin
as r.!ec'.)rat ions. Turkish soldiers could be seen running from house
to houae , while the snipe,'.'s tried to uick them off .. I saw about a
dozen 'rurks on a hill, but couldn 1 t tell these soldiers in French-,

so borrowed a rifle and got in a few shots myself. A little later
the soldiers decided to go down in the Turkish quarter where they
had been throwinf2 : the r.:rern~.de s. 'T.'he corpora l went down with a few

Morroca ns, and a lot of Armenian s to dig holes in the walls. First
they cut a hole in the 1.,,rall of a mud house. It hap·oened to be e!l'luty,

-- '(I
so the Armeni ans made shor-t work of it. Bedrlinp ;, wheat, cookinP.:
utensi ls. clothin g all kept ~iling out the hold until the house was
empty, then they set fire to it. You can 1 t blame these Armeni ans,
who had lose· everyth ing they had during the war, for doing their
best to get back· a_t the 'rurks.T hey didn 1 t seem to have any hesitatior. in looting all the 'T'urkis h houses . There were a number of
chicke ns running a~ound , end as we were practi cally out of food
for the refuge es in our compoun d:, I got m;r shotiru n, ra.n down in
among the mud honses and blazed awa:,r. They must have been armour ed
hens .. The first shot I knocke d three down and they all r.:ot up and
rg_n 1:1way.

second shot knacke d anothe r head over heels, but it

'
.
got 8-'"'BY Too
.. :\!eanwh ile the Armeni ans were looting anothe r Turk-

ish

a .~ roup of Tutks

You

::-~e booty. They ~ot enou~h boolgh our and bread to

ooen~d fire on them, but missed .

feed :he refu ~ees for severa l iRys, and the refugee s are cookin~
it up no~ii. I h ev e a 'f'urkis h rlag;ger for

2.

souven iT'.I don't know why

the "l'urks 1 eft such a thi nr: behind .
We don't have any news from the outside world now. All wires
are cut. :or all we know, Aintab and all the surroun din~ country
is s 1J.fferin g the same thing we are. The French sent out two Armen-

ians this mornin g disguis ed as 'rurkish gendarm es in an effort to

get word to Islahie or Aleupo .

The report s this morninp.; from a num-

ber of so:J.rce s are that all the Armeni ans in three wards of the
city have been killed . We don't know how true this is.

Artille ry fire just began . I

hope they are shell.in ~ the city.

Severa l houses FJ_re burnj_n g a.lreHd y in the city. Must stop now •.
Sunday, , Jan.25 .

This is a rainy Sund2y mornin g, but rain ct.oesn 1 t

seem to st· stoo either

war or fire. ~achin e guns and rifles have

been ::n.9king more r::icket than usual, and

8.

Prench ''75" just put

thre~ shells thru the dome of the bi~gest mosque in town. The top
of the dome was blown as hip;h as the minaret. For· a moment there

was silence, then cries of "Allah,Al lah" could be heard as the
Mosl_ems fled.

The mosaue was beirn~ used as a fort by the Turks.

Just about the sarne time .the mosque was shelledJ a large nl.L'11ber of
Turkish reinforcem ents

came runnin~ thru a street from near the

e~~e of the city. Machine guns all over the city·open up, but we

couldn't see any Turks drop.
Yejterday afternoon the French began shelling the city on a

big~er scale then

they had used so far. Just as

I stopped writ-

ing iu oeg~n, a continual bomb~rd~e nt of Turkish positions~ We
all rs.:: : ::c' tf:'..e balcony and were just; in tj,me · to see shell after
0

s~ell

~~

~~~~

~~e

l. -n- ,.,,-~
,J ~ -

~s.:i been shot. Turkish trenches in front of the

French .oa_rra-~ '~s
of c:.:-:~c~ --7

roof of the ~tone house from which two _peonle

C: '';.:,. .-=

a. good sprinkl:tnr: : of shells, and also a number
1r-1

the 'l'urkish auarters., Pires began to sprin.r up

all cvar t~e c!ty, some of them ,rmenian houses and some Turkis
Af·ter d.;~:~k ~he -r..rh-J le city was l if~hted u_u b~r the blg blazes . . J\intab
people ca~ surely seen the reflection in the sky.
The ?rench Colonel andthe Major were over i'or tea in the efternoo

They e.Y-e sending five Armenians disguised as Turkish ;:rendarmes

to Islahi ~o ask for reinforcem ents. The Majaor borrowe~ Snyder 1 s
G-erman.r ifle for one of the men to make the iiisg:uise complete; ann
gave him a t"rench mag;azine :r:tfle in exchange .. One of the officers
said that from certain ~i~nals which had been observed, it was
thought that Captain Fontaine was outside the city with P::Uns and
men.
Miss Blakely and Miss Lied, the two missionar ies who were caught
out in the city when .the fip:htin,;,; began on Wednesday, , were still

out, and probably in _ danger should massacre or fire begin. From
what certain refugees at the hospital had said, it was possible
that they were in the house next to the one the French had shelled
so vi.~ourous ly ,

e

Snyder and I were itching for a little adventure

anyhow, so decided to go out after dark to look for the two women.
Besides, Dr. Wilson needed supnlies from the hospital, an1. the
hosuital needed milk. The Major promi~ed to give us a Mcirrocan
soldie~ for· the excursion , so that if we were challeng by any French

he could answer.
The big fires all over the city soon convinced us that it
wasn't ~:,ing to ·oe very dar .. However, we got two sacks· full of canned
mil~

f~~ ~~e

hospital and started out from the low~r gite of the

trie~ £:s2g the ~s ad.We reached the rear well of the hospital yard
i!l

D

:f"ew mim;.t;e s ,,;ithout dr2,vi any shots, 2nd in a. · few minutes more

ha: c·:..:L-::::, ,sd. t::-1-s :'.. i ttle tree ne2.r the wall an~ <1ron -o ed into the y2rd.

De>. ;;-, ~ ·l ,~-!-:t anG ':;rs . Power were glad to see us and to get the milk.
The bo~~G~1me nt during the afternoon had fri~htened all the patients,
4
a.s the ho·J.ae the French shelle,i was less than a hundred yarns away.

_A.fter tr:.e shell in;:,. one of the old 1~rmenis.n men v1ho works .around

the -oJ.ace went to ::-n UpDer window to see what dama.e;e had been done
by ~he shells. But snipers were

still hidden in the basement o the

ho·u.se and. a. bulI.et crashe<i thru the windoV'r and killed old ~1elcron
as he looked out~ This was the third casualty in

011r

hosnital from

thai:; sa..rne -Turkish house.
After leaving with Dr. Elliott a list of the me~ical sunrylies
to be oreoared for Dr. Wilson, Snyder and I ~roceeded to ou~ search
for thA missionar ies. The Armenian pharmacis t first led us thru a

hole in the wall to the house of an Armenian near by. ~his man was

the interuret er for the French Administr Hti ve Cormnandim t, but had
disappear ed since the . fight began. Knocking: lightly on a cellHr
door, we finally obtained a response from within, but the Armenian

feared treachery and would not admit us for some time. '1:'his mR.n,
named Levon, was livin~ in the lower uart of the house with his
family, all t:q.e windows P..nd doors barricade d. After telling Levon
our errand he placed a li~ht on the floor and map oed out a pla.n for

us to ::::'each our fl'.oal. I will

'

~

t

~ i

;

JpaJ

1"'1 t'"

..·; 1 ~-cy ~-:y_·;ir;~-~·.. -~~-;~,. >,
The plan made our task simnle, for now we knew which places
were safe, and which places rm1st be nassed quickly. ~fter leavin~

Levon we p8ssed quietly down the alley, gcros s the road to the door
of a house where Stepan, th.e rlyer for 0 1J.r cloth mak ing establish..." !lent
live$. From here there were oassaqes from cellar to celler to the

house on the corner

Here we found Miss Lied and Miss 3lakely,

perfectly comfortable amon~ their Armenian friend9, but more than
willin~ to get back to thei~ own home, altho Miss Blakely had misgivings about how sRfe the trip would be. Not ;11ore than half an
hour later they were back in the college. We stopped at the hospital on the way home And got the medical supolies for Dr. Wilson,
then climbe() the wall And had no trouble except from a do.r:s whose
h~ ·t-.11"°""lf'1 ~•. ('7'

m,,,.1JstJ·
-

11~_-,r~v- ' ·'

n,,.i...'!
-Pi' e-d
. >V v..'._ . C . , , ',

.,,,..1.l t'..-,e rrurks

0 .

,

C J.

-

1.~i·
.~

thin h n_ lf, a mile that
U

-

0

we were co'nJ.nr.r:.

Everybody was tired enou~h to ~o to bed soon after we reached
home. 3ut first we hRd

cit;{
and

f r .:;::1
T~~ ~s

a biie to eat, then viewed thB burriin~

the ::-al cony~ rrhe French had fired

B

TJhole 'r.'ur1dsh quarter,

had fired an Ar~~nian section. All the Ar~enians from the

sec~io~ :he ?re2ch burned were first brou~ht in to the college

yard by Lieut. Goo n ry- about 1.50 of them~ T'hen Coonry a_nd his men
set fire to the s!:iaeks with kerosene soeked r2 e; s. This is the only
l

•

...:i

Klilu.

'T.'urks 8.D1Jreci1:3te.
· Durin.z the afternoon I had be e n out in the yard. when a perfect

hai.l of bullets from

P.

:rnach:Lne p:un cut thru the trees over head,,

and str strutk all around me. I MQie a bee lin~ for the house, And
then six more volleys cF.:me, many bullets hitting; the walls of

Beitel orph~nageand swee~ing our yard. 7he French say it is a ~erma.n m2.c'.'1 ine gun :i.n the hands of the Turks

5

I didn I t reali 7,e until

this ~ornin~ that my bed is in direct line of this ~un; ~his morn-

in.~ I found that Dr. ano ~Jfrs . Wilson had been a.wakened by bullets
strikincr the wall of their '!'.'oo:-n close the bed so

t}.1e v
..

' .o. to cci~r:ie
ne

down sta.irs ::,md Sleep on the floor. 1'he front window is broken·

and the little balcony where we stood many ti•nes has several holes
i n the sides , while several bullets were found lyin~ around.

Beitsch allum orphan age was attacke d by the 'l'urks this morning. Turks were seen collec ting in a gravey ard beh~nd the buildin r:s

and finally made an attack . aut the rattle of machin e guns all over

the city soon discou raged the Turks, as the attack lasted only
about five minute s.
Frere Alexis sent a messen ger from Ebenei er drphana ge to the
colle~e statin_ g; the condit ions there. As the woman wa~ returni ng
with an answer she was hit in the chest and killed~ ~his bulletc ame

from the 1•foslem qw3.rte r Just below· our house, which ·the French

thou~h t they had cleaned out .. Morroc ens will :orobab ly ma.ke anothe r
raid on the place tonigh t

There a:r>e over a thousan d refugee s in th~ college yard now,
whor-.:. we hs.ve tc feed." The food supply is almocit go:!1.e., One hundre d
and ,t'-,-s c:: ::- :_2·,~-: ~::-:.:.sns cGme into Ebenez er orphanB .ge last night from
a quar~e r in which all other Armeni ans have been massac red. The

longer this thin;; 18.sts the fewer Armeni ans will be left. The French.
policy so far seems to have been to let the Turks shoot until they
~et tired or run out of arr..muni tion .. '1:'he French a.re urotec ting themselves very nicely , but no nrotec tio is being ~iven the Armeni rms.
All the burden of feedimr._.,. ano caring: for the refuge es in our co!n~

pounds is on the missio naries ~nd the A.C.R.N .E. The French even
had to uut their animal s in the college yard, with some soldie rs,

which now draws the 'rurk fire. One woman has been hi. t already ,
while standin g in the yard,

and no wants to care for her baby.

The news these Armeni ans bring as they a.rrive at night from
ve.rio11 s quarte rs of the city is terribl e., Out of the three men employed .in this little corripound. where I a.In now, t1,;o now know that

their homes have been burne'.'.'l and a.11 their familie s slaup:h tered,.
Samuel , the gatekee "9er heerd th8t his childre n hrwe had their he::3.11s

.._u

dashed against a wall

I

BoghaSj our buyer knows now that his wife,

three sons and daughter a. re d e a.1. One of the teachers from our or·phanage on the other side of the city,

(Beitschalll L.-rn) is here in

our yard. He was one of the five Armenians who ran the i:!auntleto f
the Turks back of _this house. WJien the fight began he was neither
home nor in Beitschallu rr1, but wa_s caught in a quarter caller'l Kum- .
bet. Some of trie ) . rmeni a n Y'l.en . here had rifles, but aft e r the second
day t!ley were compelled to run as the Turks m.1.3_de an attack. Be tells

me that out of about two hundred w.ho ran: only he and five others
got a way . He saw with his own eyes the Turks killing the women and
child:rer:. with knives. Refur-rees from every quarter come in with the

seme s~~~y . If ~y lif~ and -prio p erty denended
on the nrotectio
n of
t~e ? :.., ~::-_:::i : ~c,_.,__:_ 5 aay ;::ood bye right away. An American army would
havs c =. ,2:c.~:e d o-:c: -: :;r,:..s town o f Turks.in one day insteed of staying

in a · ~2:_ l ed co~~ound lookin~ out for themselve
_L_r:-: s nisr:s i::: houses k ent off the Turks for thr ee days,

whe n :~:~:..::' 2.:r~ :::::i tion gR.ve out were all bu.tchered ,
the ? ren~:1 2re
give

8.

t ,J ~J

and

just because

inefficien t or weak or else because they don't

h Bn;;i.: what hap-oens to the Armenians ..

Personally · I 1 m Absolute-

ly dis gusted with them.
Monday , Jan. 26.Noon.
Last r,.ight wr:1s another niQ;ht of burning and bombing. Fifteen
French soldiers passed thru this yard after dark followed by a
number of ~rmenians with picks and axes. Following them I found they
were on a r13_id. F'ro:!11 the window of a house bordering the Turkish
quarter I could see the flash of grenade explosion s as the raidin~
party first m~de sure no Turks were lurking in the houses. ~hen
the

Armenians came with big sacks of gra~n and all sorts of winter

food supulie s and deposi ted them in a safe place. Three men CRme
pushin g a cow along. All sorts of loot was being brough t from the

de sered

Turkis h ho .1ses to help· feed the refu.~e es. As soon
1

R. S

a

house was emDtie d it was fired by men cA.rryi ng kerosen e soaked
cloths . Even this mornin g dozens of houses were still · smould ering

and others just beginn ing to burn

The looting uroceed ed this morn-

ing, and such si~hts as a Morroc an darkie carryin ~ home a banjo
and the French colone l with a load oP rugs were seen.

7ne ~rmeni ans are rejoici ng to see the Turks get a taste of
their ow~ kind of warfar e. But still the massac ring ~oes on, and
the Fre~~h 8.rim:t :: they are nowerl ess to stop it~ They are waiting

for

say they haven 1 t enou~h sol-

die:--3 '::'.":

sys:3:-:- :::::-:ica lly clean

0 1.1t

the T'i.rks form house to house.

I belis~ s the ?-~nch have all tog~th er About two tho~san d soldie rs.
--:

-

-i

.,

prao~.·J1..y nave many more than that. This mornin ~ the

sur?:-ec1 ;::5;, an.'.3 ~·1rr:. over all rifles and cannon . If he would do this

the ?1.:r"':s -::::-omi se d to tre i, t the:n as the gnes ts o.f the city. This
shows · h:::w the 'l'urks rer:r.Rrd the outco!n e of the first week I s fir.:hting . They sre fe.r from. bein'?; rfofeat ed. The Turks h:.=..ve tje advantage t!l~"t they can run into the hills when they a.re beaten and avoici

punishm ent, while the French are surroun ded.
Snyder and I

iust returne d from the French Hea.dqu arters from

a. visit to the comman di=mt, to whom we bore a 1Jle a from some Ar-

meni Bn .! 'efup.:ee s here to send soldie rs to a house in the Turkish
quP.rte r where 20() !trmeni ans are hidin~ . 'rhe Major nromi sed to find
out if this were uossib le, end will let us know before dark. If
pos~ib le, he will send solaie rs with the guide we know of.
No one need ·say that the ~rmeniR ns imF.u:r.ine massac res A.re P-:oinP.:

on. I just came from the emergency hospital, where Dr. Wilson was
dressing the wounds of Armenian children and women. One little girl
ha s abullet hole right thru the side of the head, brains oozin~
out both holes, and yet 8live and conscious . She was cryini;_,; about
gendar!lles , knives, b::rndits, etc. All her fa.,uily is R:one, but she
escaped. An old woman in the hospital has a piece of flesh as big
as

8.

-cint bottle knocked out os her arm by a dum-dum. Only a few

of the wounded A:rrnenia.ns ever re Rch our compound, 8nn. of cou

course

we don 1 t see anythinq of those killed.
The missionar ies all s y th8t MRrash had never berore seen such
0

terribl scenes, even 1urirn;,: the war~
Jan.27. 2F),I.

=~!sis

j~d

seventh day of the battle, and still not over. There

is ve:--; little .fir ing, but only beeause everyone has le.s.rne.d to keep
under cover.

~le

:1%JS of rein.:'orce.: nent s. Perhans the five couriers

never· res.c~1ed Isl.Ahle. 'i'h.e r,r:-nenians hqve all lost hopet HS they

see t~e French unable to o~otect them. The French arlmit their forces
are not stron~ enou~h to do nore than sit ti~ht anrl wear out the
Turks. '\'he T1J.r°;,,::s Bre far from worn out t

judp::ing b y the ul time turns

they no w send to the French com"!'lnnd.a.nt. ~rhi s morninr: RP:ain they rle-

manded thst the P-rench sbandon 9.11 grms
o:r every Tur~ would . t tack • .'~bout
0

R.

week

~mrl
ac;1;0

munitions

8.nrl

surrenr'ler ,

the French· mane simi-

lar "8roclama tionsand the ,,,urks called their bluff. The 4'rench threatened to burn the city and to destroy it with shell . fire in an hour,
but the Turks now realize they c an 't do it~
Last ni2:ht 1 s excur-sion to rescue the house full of Armenians
was never mqde. In the evenin~ the Major sent ove~ word that he
would le t me he.ve th"."ee sol0iel'.'s at mirl.nir;:e.:ht --

88

•
~ \,
1- h_. eirs.
•
so:'.ne er' rs.n--:i.' o~-f :(nine,
no1..

thR.t I wa.nted to

a,e. h-' i~ ,...:ii

n

·t;_.hA.,

i• ,...:i1. 8.:;_

thou~h it

WA.8

1~7

get so~~ friends
it,

to safety. However I was willing enough to try

anri went to Stepe.n, a f,1oslem convert who ha1 vol11nteered to

lead the way, t'md. asked if he would be ready at miclni 0 ht. But other

news had just come in. It was too 1~1te. The Turks had surrounded
the house and promised the Armenians orotection if they would sur-

render .. They did so, and you ca.n imacrine the rest. The men were ·
and shot, then the women and chilr3:;:-,en were killed with axes.
Afew es~aned.
T

went over to the little hospital where Dr. Wilson trests the

wounds of soldiers and woun0ed Ar:meniA.ns. On the rourr,h board t~1ble
used for c~erati~~ a young woman was lying, waiting to have her
knee dressed. It ~as shat~ered by a Turkish bullet. One or two

ques ~i~2s sc ~n ~8i~ it certain that she had been one of those in

the ::'.:· ·.: s-:o

In

or

.0-::,. ~s.tc~er, whe"."' e we were to have gone
~~o

-·-----

to~~
u
J..U

8

t rnidnir::ht.

jua+ what had happened, as I told above.

•

.ov

-

V

As t~3 Xosle~s ~sre butchering she and one or two others ran towaras
the ?!"e.::ch trenche B,: t·he T11r1(s in R.nother trench oi)enin,.;,.: fire as

they r;;;~. Her i'::iend, a teacher in the (}.irl 1 s ColleR:e was struck
in the ~ead, a little girl an1 a boy were kille~, she was hit in

the knee~ and another little girl, rtow sitting in the operatin~ room,
i-:as ~io 1rr.!J:ed. in the hA.nd ·anri. ·thru the th.in:11. A.s she was telling

these thin~s another woman was qroaning on a stretcher in the corner.
She was the wife of the pastor of the Jrd Church. She had seven
knife wounds and a. bullet wo1.1ivid.

In a.rl0.i tion to this she had fallen

in the ditch between the Ti'rench and Turkish trenches when she ran
from the house, and hadlain in the wqter in the ditch for several
hours. :And she was pregnante Her husband is one of the finest .Armen-

ians I have met. Snyder e.na I found him in a house nePr where we
found Miss Blakely.a few niqhts ago.

Ever•y hour this battle continues just such things are going
on. Do you wonder that the Armenians have lost hope? Even the retUP:;ees in our compounds with the French ri~ht here are pessimistic
as to the outcome, because they know the uet>sistance of the Turks,
while the F'rench only call this "z.ee leetle wP.r 11 • And yet they admit "We can do nozini:,: for zee mmnent ..

rr

If the f13cts of the past

week haven 1 t put a crirn.p in any ulans for a French occupation of
this cc:.:htry

I rm d.i sappointed .. America isn ' t free frorr1 blame for

this ei t£ler~ If~ she had decl2red herself with re~ard to the mandatory o:~ .. ~1.is country long ego the peace treaty with Turkey would
have tee~ si~ned by this time. The Turks once having signed a t~eaty

wo'-lld ·:::,e ls-.s::, E:..p:; to start fresh trouble. Iv1ustapha Kemal the leader
o!, t~s .~:~-::i.cD;:_~2: ?u.rk p2.rty threa.tened just this sort of a. thin~.

He

2~:..:. -:'::;:;

if :s foreign nower occunied '1'urkey 11 pninful events

would fellow, 1'-tt.i0h wo 1.1ld affect two continents,.

11

I don 1 know how

Amer:'..,:: s. "'::-Cd :;:;.r:;-:-:s view what is hapoeninsz he here, but i.f i\rrnenia
ig ::-;.e::. f:---asd

i'~0:;:

the rule of the Turk "tery soon the P. l:Lied. r1Rtiohs

Tod~y has been comparativel y quiet. Now and then a machine

gun starts cff 1 or the Turks make a little at ta.ck and a lively
skirmish tekes pl~ce. This evening they

CR~e

back into the burned

houses back of this house and for a few minutes there · was an excitin2: engs.rs ement. 'rhe Turks harl come fairly strong if one could

jud~e from the crack of their Mausers . The renbrt of the French rifles is much differ'ent from the Turk I s , thel8.tter having a sharp
renort more like a nistol. About five oclock this Bfternoon the
French shelled another Turkish house and mPde some pretty hits. The
fires in various :carts of the city have died down andonly a few new

ones be~an today.
Snyder and I went down into the city )_ ast night to bring up

an Armenian p a storfrom a house not far from our hospital. His wife
he_d been brou:2:ht in with seven stabs and three wounds from a broken bullet. She had been in the house where the Moslems butchered
the women and chilr'lren. Her two little cr.d.ldren were both killed.

The uast or when he heard this news almost went crazy, and neonle
hardly rec ognize him now. Dr. Wil .son operated on

his wife this

morning . The knife hr-i."l cut into the liver, Fmd her conrlitj_on is

As Snyd e~ and I are the only younqster s here we have to hRve
a littl e xcite6 e n t ever y ni~ht, and when nothin~ else turns · up we
go

do -,..;!:

: o t ::,.e hospj_ t a le 'T'he French h 8ve du a: a tunnel unrjer the

col l e;c: e ;;:: 8 t e

2-."l 'i

from there

R

trench lea<i.s to the hospital wall.

Instead of cli~o ~ ng the tree to g et ove we now can crawl thru a
hole in the w~,.11.
th a.t

t..

de8d horse lying Blon f-7, the trench is evidence

the 'I\lrk s n i-oe r s 8.re still on the jo-o~ Every trip we make is

of co~r s e for medicine or supnlie s for the emer~ency hosptitil
here.
Jan.

29.llPM.
?his is the ninth a8y of the sieqe of Marish, for it surely

has become a siege. Altho the boom of big guns can be heprd in the
distance and shows thRt help is coming , the Turks still keep firing, and still make their evening attack between six and seven.
Last night the French sent sixteen soldiers with an officer

and two Armenian r-;uides to rescue a large number of Armenians who
had ta.Ken refur-,:e in a church. rrhe ol o..ce

WA.S

surrounned bv- Turks and

the ·Armenians were in rlanger of massacre. 't'he men returner'l without

the ArmeniR ns, rei:,ortin ~ th11t there were rrurks betwe e n them and
the church, a.nd that they cquld not pass. 'T'hey . h .q d not e ven attacked the Turks or fired a shot. Lieut. Coonry nearly killed the
officer , who came back and reported that he had not accomol ished
what he had been sent to do.
I spent part of this morning trying to locate a sni~er, and
as I couldn' t find him, turned my attentio n to Turks in another

directio n. All I can say here is that the Turks fo~nd a certain
locality an unhealth y spot. In the afternoo n all the American s

gathered at the colle:ze to discuss what to do in the event that the
Turks overoow ered the French. We decided that if the French evacuated and tried to

their way out of ~arash, the Am.er i c 1c,ns would

stay, u~les ~ t~ers was nothinq to st2y for,

in the way of oruhans

and :::e:~:1 ;:::e es . ::'~·;--:; if the French remalned P,nj were overpow ered the
:9lan '-Fs.s to pu ~ up all t;he J'ir:i:ht that w~s in us. Thl s whole meeting

,1as the most s~~1seles .~ t"hin~ irry.a rr:tna.ble ,

1

A.s there i s no d.01.1bt ofl

the ability of the French to hola off the Turks for a month. Besid.es it m11st ha_·ve rrtB.de the 1vorne.n so ner .vous thrit t}1.ey co1llr.ln 1 t

sleep~ Most of the women have been sleenimr w with clothes on 8.nyhow.

Dr. and !'-Trs. Wilson packen up todG.y, and moved to the colleR:e

as a safer place, which leaves Dr. Crathern , Snyder and me here to
keep ho u se.

B~dvell i Sol akian 1 s wif e died in the ~fternoo n. ~e just bur~ed
her over in the seminary yard beside the F:rench embankm ents and cannon. I think this is one of the most terrible stories that could
be told. This man. :ts one of the most brillian t of the Armenia ns,
And most ueo~le say the finest Ar~enian they have met. He ha~ come
thru the war and rlportati ons a~d had not lost his wife, and now
had two chilsren , one five yeRrs old, the other only one ye~r~

-

"

So whel'\

SnyJ

'/Jhen this tron.ble started he was not with his f nmily. Snyrler
and I had found him in a house near the hospit~l, but no one knew
where the Y11othe:r and children were,

so you can imaP:ine his anxiety

for them. Th.en one ni~ht the mother

HRS

CP.rried into our little hos-

pitr.l with seven knife wounds and three woun"ls from Turkish bullets.
We m2.de another trip into th.e city for- her husband, Rnd the moment
we

entered the house he seeme~ to know we had come for him. Neith-

er Sny·ier nor I kr.ew .snythin~ !lbout his children And could only tell

hi:11 his ,.;ife wes wounded and wented him. She was f!i ving prem2ture
birth to

:S_!.l .J t,;l1e1~

c}~ild. when he qyirived, but toJ_d him ::1er a.1~rf1ll story.

~b
therTI..
V .J. ev
~,;
,.sho
- . +V

As other T.urk.s c2me ln

o~t c~~~y!~g na~ ~no yeRr old ba~y, while her sister rRn with the
other child. The mother had been stfbbed repeetedly as she ran from
the .ho~se~ 2nd when they ca.me to a deep <'li tch she was UD8.ble to

cross. S~e fell snd lay in the wgter, while the sister,

2

teacher

in the c olle~e ran on to the French trenches-- but Turkish bullets

killed her and the litlle girl with her bafarA she reached spfety.
The~other was still lyin:2: in the ditch, when a 'rurk crawlinp: alon.cr,
fo ·md her wi t:h the b2by. Thinkim~ she would die he left ·her but

killed her bRby with his knifec Can you think of anything a Turk
coul d.i."1 1 t do?

When night cgme the woman manR~ed to crawl to the ?rench trenches ,
where soldiers found her an~ cPrried her to the hos9itRl. ~his 18

:cu..
the story she told her husban d. Dr, Wilson opers t e d on
tode y she died..- None of those who were s t the

P: r8ve

her, but

in the moon-

light could leave witho ut knowin g more of Armen ia's sorrow as
they
saw the grief of that one man, now left with absol utely nothin
g in
the world . It was herd to take him away from that grave beside
t _h e trench es.

Jan.

Xo r ei nforc ements

'rhe boorn of' ca.nnon in the distan ce shows

howev s7 t h8t the French are fi~hti nq betwee n here and Islah ie.
Here
iin t h.s -::he cit y only occ a siona l shots are heard , e x c e nt betwee
n
six s~ --= 2s·v·en, r..;:1.en the T1J. r 1'~s usua_l )_y try to captur e the
house be-

::'~·: =: -:r :; ~.;-::: --: :::::: ,.;ere shot r~t th e rtB.te of the coJ_ler :e, where
we

C!'li l :::.:;:-·c,:: {.n _.:1_c c :-:1e orphan :rn:e were s hot al so while :91 B.ying
inside

the

~~ ~~ 1 ~ n ~~
_ ,

g l rl,
1.n~

Es.: ·;-· _::_ t

r;.~ r -:.:.:

~ ;ie

One bulle t ma d e four wou n d s. It s t ruck th~ small est
·-·-

.fo1.,1. T· ye c.:i rs old,

tearin ~ a hole in a fin f:: er, then pB.ss-

sir'l.e o-r her hesd fract u ri ng the skull;

then grezeo

her n ec1--~ 2.nd 1Jfent on to the other g;irl, going: right thru. the
flesh

of hsr thi ~h •• These Turks are just baby killer s.
Jan. 31 ..

This mornin g when we came to breakf p,st a Zeitoo n Armen ian wr-is
waitin ~ to see Dr. Wilso n. Perhap s you never heard of Zeitoo n,
but
over here the word means somet hing. The Zeitoo n peo-pl e are note<l
for their brave ry. In 189S the Turks we-re havin8 '. a mass8 cre, but
in Zeitoo n the Armen ians turned the tables and while the men
were
out fighti ng Turks ·who had surrou nded the city the Zeitoo n women
captu red the Genda rmie in the city, bound the Turks and threw
300

bf them over a bridge into a gorge. In this last war the Zeitoon ers
took to the mounti::d ns and kept off whole armies of Turks sent to
capture them. They make· their own rifles~

So when this man apoePred in his mounte.i n dress, rows of cartrid~es lining his ~oat, end told us that he and eight other Armenians had ju3t come in from Zeitoon everyone was interest ed. T~ey
h a d co::-rre .for ammunit ion, rifles and men to help protect Zeitoon,
which was surroun~ ed by brigand s. Natural ly hB hed known nothin~
of the tro;.1ble in M!:l.rash until he and his men approach ed the city
fro:-n the mount8i n and ca.me to the French trenche s. On

the way thru

the mour:tAi ns t:"ley had avoideri the Turks by travelin g

cit ni~h They

had had several enf< r:u:i;e.nents however> · with s:cnall brnds of Turks.
r~~

villa? sr s fro~ ell around Zeltoon had flerl to Zeitoon, so

au~are~ jly t~s ~~rks were mas s Rcreing in the villages . these men
int.:er:.de d to ;:,;o ri P.;ht b::ick as soon as _they got· arrtnuni tion and rifles,
not to ~srely stand off tho Turks, but· to go out in the hills Rnd

chase them Bway.
While this man was calling on us the others were over tAlking
to th bhe French i2:Bneral Rsking f'or the r:Lfles and cartrid! res.
When he refused they even threaten ed him, so he h8d them locked up
for an hour and a half, then reconsid ered and let them go, givin?
them wh8.t they had asked for. To show their ap:oreciH tion the nine
men want right out and attacked a Turkish quarter, burned several
houses and killed. nine 't'urks .. In doing ro

two of them were wounn.ed .

Then again they ~ade another raid toni~ht.W e haven 1.t heard the result yet. The 'T'urks all over the country fear the Zei to men.
Today things have been ~oing on as usual.Th e French shelled a
lot of houses this evening. Five of th~ refugees in the college
yard were wounded during the day.Whi le I stood talkin~ to Miss

Blakely in the doorway of the Coll~~e a bullet struck the porch a
few feet away. The bullets were coming f'rom a house near the hos-

pital, so the French shelled it.
The food proposi tion is a serious one. The Dr. aupointe d me
Herbart Hoover,

so today Snyder and I rAtioned out our sunulies for

a two month s:ieg:e. We have -plenty of wheA.t, and it· is being grond.
in little stone hand mills, one stone about a foot in diamete r turning on another fl a t

stone the s2me siz.e .. From the ground wheat a

sort of soup is made. The French gave us two cows fl'hich they captured fro::n. the 7urks, so the g;round wheat toJ.'.!'.ether with the meat
makes enough stew for one meal e day for the 1000 refugees in our
co::n.poun d. '11:ey ~et only one meal a. day. We have so:-ne canned milk.
which is !',9 tion.-::!d out to br:rbies r,nd nursin~ mothers .

In the store

room e r e a f e~ c a s es of to~atoes , some chocola te, tea, anrt roalted
milk,

;:,nd lots o f sos:o ... The refu.q:ees a:r'e a.llowed one case of so8P

a we e ~-si

>!:~ss 3uck1eyh 8.S r-jl·~; .9~ys li.,red in Beitscha llttm orohana ge, where

she is in charr.:e. 'I'his is our lar2:est orphRn,': 'ge. There ::?-re about
400 orphans living t~ere. The ~irls

1

rescue home is nearby. Both

these institut ions Rre on the other side bf the city. in a Moslem
quarter, so we he.ve no cormnun ication with them. 'I'here are soldiers
ousrtere d in 3eitscha llurr., so we don't fep,r for it, but the Armen-

ia.n girls in the T1esc1Je Borne are very likely all taken by the 'T.'urks
b,y this tLr1.e •.

The food supDly at Beitscha llum must have been ex-

hau.sted long a:::i:o,

a2

the. winter suDnlies were very short before the

fi_;.fhtinR : be~an. Kone of us envy T•Tiss Buckley. ,
Dr. Wilson has been trving to ~et someone to go to Aintab to
carry the news of' our sie'1'.e anr'l .to hB.sten reinforc ements. But the
trip means almost sure deRth if the messen~ er is riaught by ~urks,

so no one has been found.

It is not safe to try the auto again,

since the Bridge over the Ak Su has nrobably been destroyed o~ is

in the hands of Turks.

Feb.lste

Last night; a letter came to lJr. Wilson from a house near

the hospitHl,

just behind the on~ where we ha.d found Miss Blakely

and Niss Lied some time a.go. The letter told of the denR:er the
hoi.tse was in,

and t:rnked for hel n from the French. The Turks hR ~

t:r·ied to enter the night -before, and had thrown several bombR in,
but rn)oody h.a.d been h 1J."".'t. This mot'nini;;: we coulrl see from the bal-

cony that the house had been burned &iring the night. Dr. Wilson

he.d forwarded th e note to the French commander , but ap ·oarently no
help hed been sent.

era~~ c f rifles woke me, and

WA. s

not very reassurinr :, be-

cause ~he reuo~ts were all those of Turkish rifles. A French rifle
i'irn.:tlly- sang out,

.snd a machine rrun started u-o,

so with the Frc=mch

on the .j:Jb ar:ain the whistle of rrurkish bullets over the h::nise

didn ; t ca. 11.se mnch loss of sleep. 'Phe att ;~ck n.idn 1t last lon9; After
the machine gun O?ened firee
The Turks h-~ve

,q

cannon. '1:his becRme known today when a shell

crashed thru the roof of the French barraks and knocked a soldier's
be:!. t off without injuri np: anybody. 'rhe shell came from the mountr1in
behind us~

Feo.2nd.

Apparentl y the ~1rklsh gunner is a ~ood shot, but hRs

rather poor shells. A shell came thru the roof of our little hos-

nit81 where the French wounded are dressed, and exploded in the attic without doin,:::: much damage. A boy was slee-:Jinrr there but.didn' t
shrannel
st e.y long . 'I'he she:L:l. is 8- three inch T.'urki sh, and ins tearl of explorl i,ng

pro .o erly the end blew off. Another shell come thru the roof of the
French headquart ers where the general and his staff stay. Luckily

this did no more rtamage than the others.
This evenin·g the Turks 8.nd French had a rather sharp en9::2ge-

ment. During the morninr,; bullets had been hitting mules in the college yard, and even co~ing into the rooms of the collepe. Six entered £·'.':i.: :s H=-1rdy I s room. _/\_ nu.!TlOEH' missed me by not more than a yard
0

or two. .i\:op~rently most of the bullets C8me from our old enemy the
:!bloci h:::useri across from the hospit a l. The French ha.d shelle,1 this
several ti:nes , but the Turks always co:rn.a back. So this evening while
the French were shelling a mosque full of Turks soroe soldiers threw
2,

n:..l.rribe::- of bells soi:,ked in kerosene on t he roof of the block house.

As the fl?~as ~Fu~ht and the Turks saw their doom bhey let loose
all -t":,.~,

c:,__:1.:nur11.::

:.c: n they co1Jld, sendin:'.!'. most of their bullets B_t our

ho s-;:,i-: !'! J.. At t:--ie S8X:!.e t i~ne e.11 over

t~~

city the "'C'u-rks beg.gn fj_ rinp;

Bulle"~-s just s::.zlerJ arourd this yard. Snyr3er i:md

7):.-.

Q

Gre.thern 8nd

I had re co:ne ha!Tle thru this hail. :aullet marks were thick on all
•
• '1
our f10~1s a 3, ins1•
..e and out. One entere~ Mr. Lyman's bedroom, one

made ~ holci in our front door, but none of us hqd our n2mes on the
bullets.
This business of writing a line a day is probably as
mueh bother at this end

R.s

monotonou s a.t your end. Wh.an I started

I su-r.rnosed this ~t.w,-1.r" would 12,s t about two days, but here I a.m. on
my 18th DAF!B and no end j_n si8'.ht yet. So I 1 11 have to cut mv storv
V

•I

short. The battle continues as usuP-1, with not much news. The Zeitoon
men returned to helu drive the Turks from their territory~ Perhaps
you will see in the uapers some a8y a tele~rRm from Marash to the
outside world with the following mess:?..ge :

11

8i tuation in Marash ex-

tremely d.esper::ite . Reir,;n of ter"'or in city since J r:m . 21. Hunrlree1s

1,1

of men, women anri children mR.ssacred dAily. No power to stop thl s
as French are distinctly on the defensive,

forces and munitions in-

adequate" A.."nericrrns have li little hope i:f French e.re overpowered

as soldiers defend from our p-roperty. No assur.ance of help 8.S lP.r~e

forces bar all roads. Lesve nothing undone to relieve situation as
lives of all C~ristians are seriously thre 2 tened. Our auto and
flag fired on reneB.tedly ,fan.20. Our insti t11tions unner fire ana

many refur;;ees 1:?.nd orphans wounded. li ood short. Notify Arnold and
7

Bristol.;, Two of these Zei toon men each carried this messa~e,

promising to c8rry it from Zeitoon across the mountain pass to Had.jin, a journey of seven d~ys fro~ here. Ai Hadjin there is a telegraph, s n-1 an AGr?.NE unit, so we hoped to get word ln this way to
the

A~~~~ca~

c~~sul et Aleppo. The men carried s drRft payRble at

Hadj:.;-~ as an i-::-::1.ce:nent to carry the messal?'.e. As they left us they
s2id in ?urkish "Till deB.th" 8.nd SB.id if they cou1dn 1 t take the let-

ter no human bein~ could.
Yesterday we bid

ft

~ood -oiece of J..uck~

Jtn i:!.r:nenian had

eirzht

Kantars ( 2½ tons) of rice, and wented to sell, slnce the Turks mirrht
take it for nothing. So Snyder and I gs.thered twelve husky refurrees
together after dark and marched them thru the F~ench trenches to
the Hospital, where the Armenian had delivered the rice. It took

severRl hours to bring half of it to the college, so tonight we will
Q:Bt the rest of
a

•

l

i..

1.,.

'P'
•
_nis

was a gre,ci.t

find ·, as the food question is

serious one. But now with r·ice And whePt we can get along for a

while. I had my first mule steak this evening for dinner, but didn't
·k.,..,.r,
, , ~ .T,T
.

i· t-v

7 1 af+-e~
t.T
.• s =_,J.Ul~ e +:-_1
., ,n_
v_...._
'-'
.c-

1·

t

u~
.-,,::. s

,.JO'·'"'
<1
oriu.

I t lS
.

V

ery

P.'.00 d ,

bU t

no t

as nice as beef'-ste8k. All the cows cantured froPl the 'T'urk heve been
eaten, so everybody dines on French horses and m1tles

They always

use the wounded one first. '1'hese animRls ,gre a.11 slowly starvirn:r

:co death as there is nothing for them to eat. They eat tree stu..>TJn8,

firewood,

or anythin~ they can chew . Many a~e so weak they can • t

stand up,

and a few die every day.

There was one piece of very Roo1 news today. Cautain Fontaine
is on the outskirts of the city with threehund red sol<'l.iers. He had
left for Islahie several days before the trouble starte1, but had

to ret 11rn on accour1t of· lRrQ'e numbers of T1J.rks c1it ting off his road.•
Ret~rnin~ to Maresh he found it impossible to enter the city, but
sent a rnessen~er at ni?ht to headquart ers to report his arrivRl.

Cn the road here he c:,rntured a Turkish village and found in it ma:ny
0 -p

?rench suunly wagons

J.

~·

• 4-'

Wlvil

l R.r ;;e stores of food which the Turks

had ca~tured on the 20th of Jan. They took whet they could carry
so the Turks ~ouldn 1 t benefit by

•.-l

. ... .

l

l,.

a few deys ago ~as in this afternoon to tell so~e of the things he
had sef:n.

He

is

R

R'.red'Jete of Amherst colle!Ze. ,'.:ccordinf:\ to his

storias the Turks have alrea~y massacred thousanas of the Armenians
.•
in Merash. He told of one house full of ;.,rmen.18ns
who were obli~ed
~

to surrender to the Tn!'ks. ':.'he :men were separated from the WoT"len

and children, and taken three at a t5.me to a hollow quite near
here, wj.ere the T1J.rks had dug a pit six feet deep~ About thirty
'furks were here,

and a.s the A.rmenians were pusherl into the pit they

were beyonette d. In one group of ~rmenians was a young fellow who

decided to try to escaue~ When his turn came he asKed to be shot,
as

P

f8Vor,

They sci.id,

since :nany of the 1 urks nresent ·were accua.inta nces.
1

nAre you worth

9.

b bullet?" Seeinp; he had no chance for

a quick death he made a dash for the edrre of the crowd Rnd uo the
street.

A.bout a hundred shots were fired but only one hit him,

f'iO

he e sc.9ped a.round a corner with only a wound in the A.rm. He came

to the hospital here· and told his story.
Another very intel'.'esting account

WBS

thR.t of the son

of Dr.,

Poladian who is also here in the hospital with a wound. He and about
five others had been taken by the Turks and tied to~et~er by the
WRist. 'Iwo g;endarmes were R:iven the task of ta.kin~ them to the edge
of the city and killing them. They shot the first man, then stoppen
to search the others before killing t them. As one of the gendRrm~s
wi:.i.s searching young Polaiian, the boy said

11

I hsve nothirn! 11 ,

and

opened his shirt, d!'awina: a knife he had hidden there. He nlunP.:ed

this in~o the Turk, cut the rope, snatched the Turks rifle and with
it shot t'.:-!-2 othe:::-- P.:enaarma. He then cut the ropes which bound the
other :-c_.sn. 2nd all escaped .. I call that pretty P.:_o od work.
~~-:.:.. s ,... ·, _, __ . ~- ~ a:r: fa.r;:r,.enian R:ir-1
•,..,ri th ., ·::-~ll 3 -': t '-~::-:...;. 1:'1er R:bd.o!Tlen.

to (:: s ~

S {)tr:e

1..:c··.:.:<:.1

W-8.S

C8.rried into the hospital

She had s tepuerl into her front; yard

vfhen a T11rk shot her.. Dr; 1\T.il son Ni}_l .ope·ra te on
1

shot, b~t ~~en children and. girls have to suffer it makes a difference. :•::;;; t of the A..:-nericans here are very DArticular about belng

neutral , and that is nrobRbly the best way, b~t nersonally I don't
feel ne-.i::-21 ·.-;hen the Turks 2.re killing the neople we came over to
help,

'::.!;;d even shoot into our hospital ::=md orphanHges. It se8ms to

rne this is direct war on /\merican interests,

e.nd when they re9eRted-

ly fire on our flag I feel justified in shooting any Turk who shows
himself. However since the others don't look at it that way I
promised not to use arms unless. a direct attack is made.
Feb~ 5th.

I think a 20 page letter is entirely too lon~, so this

is . the last na~e for this one. Anyway it will be better to seal this
up ready for delivery so thRt in case a sudden oupd~tunity _comes

it will be reqdy to go.

JOO

I just ca:11e be.ck from the hospitRl after a rather busy evenin~ and a warm one. The Turks made the fie~cest attack so far while
Snyder Bnd I we r e 2.t the hos""9ital .. 'l:he hospital seemed to be the

object of their wrath,

juosdn!Z from the_ rri.usic in the a.ir. vfo were

caught outside the building when it began and app:reciRt ed it all
the more. It was ju2t before the moon rose, and appRrentl y all Arranged beforehan d, for the battle be ~an all around at the same mom.ent. In h a l.f an h:Jur it w a s over, with no casuR-ltie s in our

buildin. Q·.. The 'I'u rks a-op a rently shoot at houses, but are 2f'raid to
come ,over the wa.11 as long as there is any show of resistanc e.
+-h
' t
0 ... e· 'no spi

to sh0·.·:

A.

r-1- 1

h~d been for two purposes; one was

Frenc h officer what electricR. l equipment we had which

ba t ter~ ~s wi~~ ~he Delco en~ine the officer decided to take a four

cell b2.ttery ,~n,i a Tu n;;sten lrc1mp, with which he c ould sir,:n2l e.t

night with the Mors e code. Our other errand wa s to deliver e letter to b e forw3_:." ried to the T•l:rk Lsh crovernor., In the rnorninr.: Dr~ Wilson

:Jr.

Crathe:r

c":rnd }\,fr. L y":'! 8D

had h e d an interview with the

Tu~kish ~ rlsone~s in the French h e adquarter s, all of them govern-

ment o~ficials~ As a result a letter hRd been written offerinR the
services of the Americans as mediators whe never the Turks were ready
to talk terms. 'I'he plan was to h (;ive the letter taken to the neg rest
'rurk:i sh house un d er a white fl Hg. From here it would be sent to the

leedar of the Turks.
~1rin~ the evenin~ I was obli?ed to make two trips to the hos-

pital, the second one to escort three sick Armeni a ns from the college to the hospital. -qir;ht here I learned something . One woman
had hardly anything on, and as she was sick I loaned her my coat
before we entered the trench. When we fin ally arrived at the other

.jO/

endt after having been fired at a number of times, with no more

protectio n than the knee deep trench, I examined_ my coat and found
my'.first cooties, four of them. Never again. These lousy people .will

have to be cold before I lend any more clothing. A good dose of
Keatings over ni~ht will fix the coat all right.

When I came home a little while ago I ·1earned th8.t there had
been a casualty :1.n our own house durin:,:,: the fierce attack the Turks
had made. A bullet had come thru the frame of the front door,

glanced from the stone w~ll and strrick one of the servants, a fine
girl twenty years old, braking her back just below the shoulders .

She is pe.rs.lysed now and in ;o.:reat p2,in. Dr. Wilson will :oper:::ite in
the mo!'~i:ciGs to see if the injury c 2.n be rep.aired, but there is little hc?e .. This

:'.::0::1e

unset our household more than anything which has

:18.S

of ou.:· ,::,rnhs.n.ci:zes, Beitschall um,

WP?S

attacked this P .. M.and

the ~urks succ~eded in settinq fire to it. But the fire was put

out, and from all we could see from here the attack was defeated.
I r.r.: ust close .. We all hope that none of the folks at home know
o.f our• predicame nt until it .d.s over. Loads of love to all the
fq;1iiiy.

Don't worry~ Wil\ wrire

bored yoLJ.. .

froM

a.nothe.r le.tier soon

Sta..n \e:..y ·

To Mr.. James R. Ker-r

Stanley E. Kerr Collection

Darby, Pennsylva nia

Property ot Sus~n E. Kerr
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Mare.sh, Turkey.
Feb. 6th, 1920.

Dear Folks at Home :
Hurray! At lR st a French aeropl~ne has come.While I was still
in bed this morning half asleep I heard the hum of ari en~ine and
yelled to Snyder ''Here co.mes an aeroola.ne.

11

In e moment there were

shouts from all over the city from 2.ll the Arrneriians ann French,and
a continunl racket of rifle fire from the Turks.The biplRne cir-

cled ::>nee over the city °d:rooping papers, then sailed awa.y towards
Islahie.

The Turks keot up their rifle fire till the ri1a.chine i-rns

out of rangeo So at las t we can hope for reinforcements. After
three weeks of siege with ho news from the outside world, in con-

s t"?r~t nsnger f:-0?:1 Turkish bullets ann from fire,

and knowing that

the '-=':?."':-:s we1:-::- 1:il ling all the .Armenians they caught in the city,
we naturally w&~e not any too optimistic about the outcome. The

:F'rencb. too were rejoicing when the· airship cPme as their ammun1tion was none too plentiful, and food decidedly short. All of us
have been e8t~ng horse P-nd mule steaks for the last four days, and

the ,\:rmenian refugees in our compounds, over 1100 of them ~,;et only

one mnall meal a day. So the coming of an aeroplane is a greRt
thing for Marash. It was the cause of a comical scene here in the
Wilson house. 1):r·. Wilson and Mr-s. Wilson heard the shouts of Armenia.ns outside, so the Dr. ran out to investigate, but Mr s. Wilson· .
wa.s still in bed. In a.moment she thought the Turks must be massacre-

ing in our yard. Thinking ihe Doctor hid escaped and was leaving
her to her fate ,

she began screaming, bu.t since she had a cold made

a re.ther pi tlful nDi se. I don I t believe she has forgiven her hubby

yet for not coming beck to tell her it

W8.s

an aeroplane.

A~ain this afternoon another aePoplsne arrived, circl~d over

303
the city dropping papers, alw,:i.ys under a sharp fire from the Turks,
then went away to. Islahie. Apparen tly the aeropla.n es are watchinl !
the road and perhans gua~ding French reinforc ements on the way here.
The receptio n the Turks gP-.ve the airman certainl y convince d him there

was trouble here. So f::i.r no one knows what the pa9ers a.rmounce ri,

in

n.s most of them fell

the Turkish quarters .

Dr. i1ilson operated on the girl v-;ho was wounded in this hoi:1s e,
and found the bullet in her spine. It had crushed the cord, so

there is no hope for her recovery . Tode.y Snyder blocked up our windows with sand-b-=:. gs,

B.S

a protecti on agA.inst bullets. The room

~here he a~i J sleep is prob a.bly the most exsposed ,. so two sand-

bags

~i.:3l-C

ei t t1e :-' ·:
all

~~~ ~

~~

tc, p:-·.Jtect

O'J.r

- - ~ n.i~~l~!

But we can 1 t compl:=dn if we get one now after

p,::,

4

beds. But a bullet from the front can rret

h a ve ~issed us$ As Snyder says, we weren't raised ·to be

tar~-st.s fer t~-':': Turks, conside ring how they have missed us.
'-r:t:s ·;:~r-'r.:i.::<:: '. !u tesereef answered the lettef in which Dr. Cr8.thern ,
1

( the Y s ecre~Bry str.qnded here), Dr. Wilson, and Mr. Lyrr1.8.n offered.

th8:".nse.l--:s-s as me"li?to rs. Th.e translPt ion was as follows: - "I recei ved · you"':' letten. We know w}12.t good work the 1-\..rnericans are doinp:

in Tur%ay~ B~t you have seen how the Frenbh have come and destroye d

our villGgas and the peRce of the country. This is not an affair
of the local governm ent, but a nationa l issue. Any offers of pence
must therefor e go to the nationa l leaders. We have not had a reply

to the offer we mf.2-de to the .F rench so'."ne ti·rne ago.

11

The letter he

referred to was one in which the Turks told the French that if they
sur.rend ered in

48

hours and gi::;ve up B.11 guns and R....-rn.11uni cion, the

Turks would treat them

HS

guests of the city. NaturR.l ly the French

didn 1 t reply.

A.bout a week ago Snyder discov e red a spark coil among the

instru..rn ents in the colle~e physics depr-,rtm ent. One evening we took

it to the hospita l and trier!. it on the storap:e batterie s
only a

J/4

It P-:B.ve

inch spark, too small to be of Rny u.se for wireles s. But

the French officer whom we had told about the coil came around this
evening ask,i ng for it. We ha'l. Rlres.cly given him

2.

four cell storage

battery, so now he wante<i to rig up a small wireless set to tA.lk
with the aeroplan e or with approRc hing troops. So I made another
trip to the Hospita l thru the shallow trench. While there Dr. Elliott told me an amusing inciden t of the day •.?or three weeks
the Hospit~ l has been unden constan t fire of the Turks, esnecia llv
....
~

frmr;. th:'es Turki.s':l houses ne P:-'."Oy. One of these the F'rench shelled

Bnd b~~~a i,
they

~7~~~

b~~

~~9

~;~ ~~ -

other two t~e French faile<l to c apture, altho

Sn i~agine the surpr i se of eve~vone when our qui-

eno'-.:..;;:l to the::: s t 1 ..ro houses to ''b:,rnl

1
01:i.t '

the Turks inside for .fir-

ini o :r: =.:: ;:_,,2:-::. c:,n hospita l. Be told them it ws.s not per·rrlitte rJ,

thet ~~e~ i ca wo~ld not like J_.....:.J' and th ,?t T-':r• "·. Power And Dr. Elliott
would ~e qn~ry.

~~

was even mo~e funny when the ~urks proteste d

tha~ t~ey would not t~ink of ~oin~ such a thing~ Luther reminded
them tr1~t in the ·3-re.s·t 1-rar they
9i tals,

~,;~1~e

not. ~errni tted to fire on hos-

l:'.rld that if they cont inned to fire on ours it would go hard

with the~ should the French capture them. So they took the scolding, and .:iro:nise d to be R:ood •. Imagine this little man) e.n Armenian ,
doing this when the French Pd.'11itte d they could not cHuture the
house. We all conside r it a big joke.

Feb.7th .
'}ood news comes in bunches these d8.ys. Today the best of all
arrived in the sh,gpe of reinforc ements~ At les.st' 1 it" is in sight,

and the whole city (not counting the Turks) ·is rejoi.cin g. Early
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th.is mornin g Nr. Lym:::m C8me over wearin g a broB.d grin, which meP-.ns
good. news. Thru his 9-;lasse s he harl seen a cloud of dust alon.~ the
road windin g around the mounta in .fro;n IslAhi e. We ran over to his
balcon y and paid no attenti on to a few Turkish bullet s which ·

whistl ed close by. All I could see for a while wns the cloud of
dust. Then thru the glass

A

flash was seen, and h8lf a minute 18.tor

the distan t thun de r of cannon . A puff of smoke appear ed high up on
the m0u. rit9_
.
in where French shrapn el was hunting out 'rurkis h posi-

tions. ':'he French were surely cominq; . Two hours lBter troous were
in

~~
.,_
__

i~~~
•S,-'·"· '~.,

"J.~ D-•::,
n~
c:

to t~e s~raig ht

1·in e __~r
r o..~Q·
. om .t~c
H·~
~
.

~00d

O.L~

th
• e Ak Su across the plain

that leaas into MRresh . ay three o ' clock this

.eft0r~ ~o~ :he adv~nc e guBrd hsd reqched a bridge four miles from
t:'.-,es

'J ....... ·..J

.., , .'--·-

, _.. _

lirle :=:

--. -_;

~

:J":

medi~~ eiy

~~~ ~~

~2 couli see them le Rve the ro~d RnJ deploy in

":y,t~ s2 ~es of the roa-1. Two cannon were set up, And i:rn~eF~~

the :~ty hsd
by 2~r~l: sry,

shellin ~ a section of MRrash which the French in

~373r

been Pble to touch eit½er with infant ry of even

~s t~is qu ? rte" was protec ted by a hill from any at-

t.sc l--: o::: -':i1.:.s side. So we coulr'i not see what effect the shells from

the gu~s ~n the nlqin were ~qkin~ . Soon, howeve r , shrapn el be~an
to burs~ 0~ the crest of the hill and Turks were flying in all di-

rection .sl' ?Tew they were in full view of the artille ry in the city
which lost no ti~e in startin g up. All afterno on we have enjbyed
watchin g; the T,xrks tryin3: to find 9lR.ces the shells coulrl not strike .
This evenin~ while I weR makin~ a trip to the hospit ~l qnyjer

w0s assisti ng a French C8ptain in co:m:--nunic8tinR: with the troops
outsi--l e the · ci ty. Be took one of th.e he~idli r:hts from the auto and
took it to the hill behind the barrac ks, where the light was connec ted to a battery and a telegra ph key, so th8t the signals could be
sent by series of flashe s. In order to attrac t the attenti on of the

3ob
the forces in the plain a cannon wa.s firer"J while the lip:ht

WP..s

flashed. Soon a si~nal flashed b~ck. A long mess~ge was then flashed

to the reinforce me nts. Fer haps to:norrow we will know or see the re-

sults.
Today's news of course w~s mostly good, but two events were
discoureg in7 to sny the least. The first

WPS

the sight of our Bes-

cue 3 ome in f la~as. News soon came that the Turks hed first kill~
all the sirls ,

then fired the place. Think what this meens. Eighty
.
.
.
. 1 s whom A.C.B.N.E
f' ive
ar~enisn
gir
. workers ha d r es cued from the

Turks ;:_?J.d .~rab s since· the 8rmi stice, at grePt d2nger, 2nd who have
been clc t""::-led_. fed s.nd shel te-:->ed by Americ8ns anrl A.merica.n morn~y,

and eve~

~~~~gh:

toe ooint whe re they were almost self sunportin~ ,

now ·::::1-::e: :-:.~::--::-:; s.c:-:: :heir ho•"':e burned. If we could think thBt the
Turks ~ ~~- ~s 02: ~ ~illed them the deed would be horrible enough.
':Phj_s L, ~.no -:~.:.er :i rect insult to -4.,nerica. Add to thj_s the fnct that
the ~:1:r~2 f'i ·.~~:: G~i o:1r flag repe8terJ.l y, And !.'1 2.ve ri ~Jd.led our hos-

c~ttsge jsla~~i n~ t o the mi ssio~~~ie s, Rni the burnin ~ of the ACRNE

f rm build~~s s t h is afternoon . ;;e cannot co~plain of their Rtt8cks
0

on o:rle of' c:.-'.:r' orph fm ::;g es ( Bei tschel1u:m ) because the ;,'rench hRVe

sixty scl~~ers stati~ned there. The Turks suceedea in settina it
af~re twice, but t~e place still seems to be s 8fe in the han1s of

Sun=1a:; ?eb . Bth,

_ 'rode.y has not been :what you mi'-1'.ht call a "peaceful Sabbathn.
During the l Pst 18 days we have been besieged. Today the tables
we~e turne~. ~he ~t~ks are surroun1e d Rnd Pre fi~hting for their
livas. · ~)urinR; the ni?;ht French. troops crept up the hills on both
s i rle s of the city. :Msny Turks h.s :1 e sca-oed du rin .o: the night but at

d.e.wn those tryinr:,; to leave the city found French ma.ehine r.:uns ba.rrin~ the w:~y. Our reinforce::nents h.P._ve bronght with them some of
the f:=nnous

rr Seventy-fl ves 11 •

These have been in .action all day as

the new troops draw their lines closer and closer aroun~ the ~1rkse
Tu~kish snipers in the city an1 severAl nests of ~endPrmes entrenched

in the outskirts of the town made things hot for the a1vancin~
troops. I ;,,.ras over by the p:un em:olace_J1ent inthe comno,__md next door
watchins; the bnttle when several nuff's of smoke were seen at the
top of t~a minarets of mosques. The artillery officer ~ot After
these .sn.l-:-;e,...s at orlce , but s_pDo,rently the minarets were much better .
built

~~~n

~e reqlized, fo~ three shells which landed against the

fro,~-:-·:,_-:; tc;~ ·:::·:-.. ~ s":°,o"!:'y 1,rns q·J.ite different in the c21se o:f 8. white

.
.:.ns:.. ·:' .2

To

_,,
II<

:. n.ere

W<=1. S

no :nore sniping from that building.

Stank:.)'

8. K?.rr

Prorert1

of

Col,le.ction

Susan E. Kerr
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Marash, 'Purkey.
F'eb. 9, 1920.

Dear Mother and Dad,
From all th8t I have W1'.'itten ~.bo:Jt the events of the last three
weeks you will know that unusual things are hapuenin g. But thru it

all none of us lost courage or hone. '.-ihen the reinforc ements 8.rrived everyo~e rejoice~ , but too soon. Toni~ht the French evacuAte
~Bras~, le~vln~ those who . hRve escsned massacre to their fate.
Probsbly ten t"rlo 1)S8n:i h"":ve peris:'-1.e d h,~,:re in the lrst three weelrn,

among t~e~ prob~bly ~iss Buckley . Tonight -- the ~ost bitter cold
of all th:.~ ,..;inte:,, i.:ill t'::le re::nainin g Armenian s a':'.'e preparin g to

go out Sis i~ int~ exile, this time with the French to s~fety. Many

will -:::2 ;-~_::::. :> n ,;~.:.'=- ·,T c.y, ;irorn Turkish bullet s
nat

j~

& from cold.

M8ny will

? jle to~~- Our nrphens, old wo~en ~ men will remain in our

c o~~a::~4 s. So ~e ~mericen men will stay here. The wo me n will go with

th~ F~e~c~ troo;3, fighting their way to Isl2hie.

If the

~ ~~~ 3

Perhaps by

~o not respect our flag.& nrooerty we will die with

There is no doubt about our duty. No one even su~,,_:est ed F-mother
co ,.rse.
1

Fe:,naps by the time this reaches you a cRblegra m will hfive

told you th!:::; all is well here and that we are SPfe.

know certs.in ly, d.on't give up hope.
not without hope.

Our thou:;i;ht s

We are in great dann;er, but

A.re with the orphans in

r:?-ther than ourselve s at present , but I
.ho::ne will be worryin g.

But until you

a.;11

our care

:1 1ore afr::i.id 1~hat you at

If I could only tJ::iink tha.t you wo1J.ldn It be

troubled e.bo ll t me I would be happy.

No m2 tter what happens remembe r

that I am ready to make ~ny sacrific e even deRth, and hRVB no fear.
We 811 realize that we are in God ' s care an~ ~re trusting Him
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absolute ly .

So we qre just as safe here at the mercy of the Turk

as on the road to Islahie.
There is much to be done so I must close. Please, Mother &

Daddy, and Marion ~mrl Stuar·t,. don I t sorrow for me if I don't return
-- but be glad thet I have done what I could for these poor people.

I may p;o to our hospita l

AS

its Americ a.n guardian , P..nd my last word

is that ~irks will cross the bouniqry of A~erican property only
over my dead bo~y, which I hope America will avenge. Maybe the
Turks D8Ve no hostile int ent for us.

But may this horror of these

last weeks b e a blot on the pages of history , both of France and

Americe for their part in delaying the peace of Turkey~

And may

Americ? , as . a. result of this, ta.l<e a more unselfis h attitude about

I-~~:- :::-:-:ly :' s::-.--:-',3 t if I die is that I won 1t be 8.ble to work for
you & ~ad to m&~ e your days h~upy, a fter all the sacrific es you
h ave ~sde for ~e to make my life cmtnt for somethin g.
with love,

Good bye

t hope,
from Stanley .

To Mr. and ·Mrs. James R. Kerr

Darby, Pennsylv ania

Stanley E. Kerr Collecti on
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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~arash, Turkey.
Feb. 12, 1920 ..

Dear Folks at lfome :
It looks as if I was going to be disappointed. It must have

been Mond?y nitsht that I wrote what I thought was my last letter,
but here I am st ill on the map, and alive at that. 1'·1y policy he.s
always bean to exuect the worst so that I won 1 t b~ disappointed no
happens. But

.m at te:r

without exception we all hR.d no

dot1bt b'lt that . the 'l'urks would cut our throat:: within two rlsys,

so

all of us sat down togethe~ to write our farewell letters , then
hur'.r i.ed to our ;)F~_r:y duties. 'de tho1J.~ht the dR.rkest hour h"'d come,

bu~ e s~~ll iRr~e~ wes to come before the dawn. We don't see w2ch

days ~~~ce: lss: ~~ote, so I will try to go back and give as brief

a sketch as possible of the ~Qny thrilling events of the last four

~c~cs y mor~~ns, Feb. 9th, Snyder and I wer~ gloeting over the
!'l:-""J Y' o:o:~ ,---, ?" ,::- end cf the .Tu rks,

e.nd

planning how

we could get

some

interes tir2g:- sou,'l-snir when the F'rench gath'::red in the arms of .the

defee_;::;e d ?urks.

DurinP: the niR;ht the F'rench r8inforcements had cut·

their way P.:::>ound the city and were not only in full communication

with the Marash co:rr-11anrler but had also cut off all retreat from the
Turk2. The city was unrier shell fi:>:>e from the bs.tteries of

75 1 s

the new troops had brou~ht. News even·ceme to our hospital that a
letter

WP..s

on its we.y from the Turks to th.e .L\_rriericans brin,~ing

sug~estions of willingness to make peace.

So when a delegr:ition of Armenians c~me over with a rumor of

French evacuation, asking ths.t we find out the truth, we could only
l augp. However t the rumor sprear9 like wildfire . At noon the French
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co:mrnander and his aide cB!?le to· our house to announce .their ev::i.cu11tion,

to take place imm.ediatel y .

Can you imagine our feelings? We know,

as every Armenian and even the French soldiers knew, that the Turks

were alre9.dy defeated and in fea.r of their live but the conmrn.nder
in chief in Adan8. had given orders that i.f order could not be rea

stored by Feb.9th in Mrash, Rll troops should retire to Islahie.
I\

There ware other reasons for retiring. The Marash· troops had only

enoug:'.l am"!luni tio for a few days, while the rienforcements hed met
such ou0--::.sltion on the way th2.t all spA.re ammunitions were used up.

This meent tha.t if one more big effort were ma~e in the city to end
the war, n~ cartridses would be left wlth which to ~etire in case

lat te.:-- ~;; ~ :--_;'_d :2e:::_;: > ·1 wes co::nin,Q; from the 'l'urks with hints of pea.ce.

=-:..~:_;::?
1

t!-le :-.:.i;::!.t

2.n Arrnenia.n ha.<1. throim a letter' over ·the 1,,;all

of t>1e hospir;al telling of another letter he hAd from a Turkish
...

..;.

.•..

__-

_...

asking them to intercede for the Turks •

The ls~~e~ itself hqd not yet come to us. By means of it the French
might b-s- 7:s:-suaded to stey,

so I r•a.n the gP.untlet of Turkish snip-

e!'s to C:.J.r big hospital in the ci.tyto .f'inrl the letter. Finally

reac~in~ the home of 3arabod Belizikjian I asked for the lPtter.
He orofe3se d ignorance,

Rltho he had written the note which had

been t:1ro1;.,u O"'"Yer the wR.11. His brother ~-t first denied. there ~:-Jas

a letter then fou~d it. It was from two Turkish leadersasking the
Ameri C"'ns to intercede for the 1 i ves of >'Io slerns when the French oc-

cupie ::l the town. The ArmeniB.ns, hoping to prevent this, had withheld this lAtter and another one in which Turks actually offered
to make peace. They were th11s co:nmitting suicirie. I took the let-

t er to the .2 s semoled A-:neri c2ns and French corn,'Tlander. A re-ply wq s
at once made, askin7 for a conference with the le lePders of the
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Turks. Me2nwhile the French hurried preparatio for ev .g cuation.
I 1 ve never seen

p,_

sip;ht t'ru:m the -ooor ArmeniP-ns who ca:me

s9dr'Jer

ln the next few 1-ioHrs prenP.-r:'ed to le1::;ve MR.r:::i_s h

1.i-i

th the troops. Old

wo~en, children, men, all loqaed with what belon~in~ s they could
cerry came crowrling into the colle~e compound to wait for the

ae-

pa7.'ture. Not one WP..nterl to st2y. You will reme~ber .Pastor '3o1Rkian,
whose wifo ani chilrlren we~e killerl by the Turks a week Aqo. He

s1ei~. to -T:.e 1. Hif I knew I wnulrl freeze to rJesth an hour R..f'ter le.9V-

ing he::"."e., I wo·.tld r:o rather thr~n be here when the Turks co::ne. And
Yo •.J--

T.00
- _ _

c·et

~·-',
lW..:.. .L l..... . -;_--;

D)
_ (

=ern~,
. V ,..T · _-fron·

. 1.-.

.l

-'--h.:::.=
1...-.J.:. :J. •
1 ...

II ·

It :'led- turned cold. The ~rou::d was covered with snow P.nd with

a jit~~~ ~i~1

~ ~~

~i~~t

w~s the most terrible one this winter.No t

tren 2h22 Tysel~ ~o locRte the su9uly room end before I retu~ned de-

ci nec. :-:ot t o

":?':<::;:.

rq8 ks scldiers

!::s':<.: me_n to CB.rry it th!:t cold night. At the bin•-

~~~e

rtestroyinq everything of militrry v2lue, b11ry-

per th€.T e~,:::n of us wrote ollr fi:,rewell 1etters. It wr.s deci!ied
th8t the :'.;,!':.eri cPn wo;r;en must
to g o witho~t Dr. Wilson,

P:o

with the French. Mr>s . Wi).son refused

all missiona- ies decided to st~y,

~n~

so

did I•Iiss Trestle. 'I'he l\rmenian men were asked to leave, so that when
the Tur~s should come we who were staying mi?ht ask protectio n for

woman ~nd children. The men ~in.n 1 t need any coaxinq, but the parting sce7es were pitiful. All our orphenege s were Abandoned , the
children com.in,; to the colleg 8 a.no. the adjoining orphanag belonr-i;in.R:

to the ~ission. The olrler orph~ns were to ~o with the French.

'13ei tsch::illurn '' or::,hana~e , on the

f P.r side of the city, was out of

our re~1ch. We h.Rrl Rl-regny .b een told th9.t Hiss .Buckley, the American

in cha rge, had been butc here d by the
Tur ks at the Res cue ~om e, an d
tha t the Tur ks ha.d sle in 211. the rd
-rls ther e exc ept one who e F,:-,~;iei .
It turn ed out late r tha t this ~ir l
mus t hqv e escA ne1 bef ore t~3 kil ling beg. g_n, for both Mis s Buc kley And
the g irls are saf' e. But oc:!"
inf o rmB tion was th.R t she h8rl bee n
sl8 in, so the J'.'es t of us ex-ce'.'.:':red the s a me f s te.
:.;;y stati o:::1 wss to be the hos pite l
doi;..m in the city , Dr. ~-!",-'.)"cl
Ell ia:t 2.nd Mrs . ?ow er wer e to rw
whi le I wes to rem ain on the ,: :ha nce
th9 t -:h e l'-:.::.rk s wou ld re spe 8t A:n eric
an nro per ty a.nd spa re the -::l &tie: -its . At the hos -oit ~l I fo~m d the
two Arn.e,:,icr~.n ladi esim d the
Fre n c h ~ i~ z~ o n r e8 iy to l eav e st a
mom ent' s not ice. The Fren ch ~~s -

wo u l d~~- ::; ~ sHv e ~~s t ni Rh t, but th2
t the nex t nirh t all wer e to zo .

any t~~ ~~ ~~ey c~~ l1 c0~ ry. Eve n the nat
ien ts fo1m d stre ngt h t o ~et

thir te::: -. :n.s ~P.lne r3. Some who wAnt wer e
on the ir <':l.e athb eds. Eve! 'Y
ploy e e i~d s ane . The Surg eon rece i~er
t no ord ers so we

-s-::-1-

lay dow n

for r e st. ~'i"o one slen t. The ?--Ia rash
;zen eral had aske d the ccrrr...msn-5sr
o uts i d e -::::i.e city to 24 ho:J rs mor e,
so the evA.cue_tion epD eren tly :...--:::ul1
take n lqce the n e xt ni~ ht,
the Tur ks m.P.d e pe A_ ce in +;!1:::

mea nti ~ e. So the foll owi ng dRy was one
of wai tinp and thin kin g, t~e ref
a very ~loa my one . I don 1 t exp ect
to eve r hav e ano ther dey so
ful l

of' unc ann y inc ide nts. To be9. ;in with
, one of our 13 p.9t ient s

WRS

fo '.l.nd si ttin .:,: on the floo r in the mor
ning , fro0 en stif f. Rein ;::
on 1 y ma.n ·h. el"e
_ , I h,,a d. to be, 11r1
tAke
r 'rhe n f'ln olrl
, '- ' i --"er
.
. .

~~e

wo:-rwn was 0....,0,.1.:,,ht

in wit h a. hor -rib le woun rl t;hru both
hin s. She hF.Jd bee n sho t ju~ t 01.:.sside the hosD i tRl ~rnd Dr Ell iott
foun d her Cl'.'R.Wlin~ alon .iz the ~.,.,enc'1.

pff
in Rgony . When Dr . Elliott and Yirs. Powr-:r departed in the afternoon back alon that s0me trench I

WRs

left e.lone with my twelve

patients and·one faithfui servant who had decided not to ~o with

the others into exile, and had returned to her post Peady to shRre
the f8 te of the rest of us who reme.ined.
:Ia.vinr1; nothinP.'. else to do but think ,

I finally deciden to

evscu~te the hospitel entirely, in suite of Dr. Wilson's request
to hold on. My reasonin~ was thRt the ~irks would pr6bably not burn
the em?tY buildi~?, and th~t even if I stayed there wqs no hope of
stop9ing the T~rks if t h ey wante1 to enter. Later I was ~lad of my
decision, a.s you will see. At dusk the French surgeon arrived with
men to carry away his
to

1

·iounned. We he.d supper together. He agreed

~a;,_.:e ~7 92t-i '3~t s to the colleP;e and P.t o-nce sent two on stretch-

ers. I escort e~ ~11 who could walk to the othe~ little emergency
hosr1 it;:, l

at the coJ.le c,:e,

and. returned Hith fo•i_r Armeni an men and

stretchers for .the others. They took two more, leaving now seven
who c ouLl not waJ. '.<:, i:-:nd a little Kurdish boy. ImBgine !ny predi CR.-

ment w~en none of t~a ?tretcher bearers returned, not even the
French. I went

g_q;:iin

to the collep:e anri 81 tho there w2re mP.ny Ar-

menian men there, not eno

wo'1ld come to help cp,rr:y the sick to a

place of scfety. Snyder and I took a stretcher and with it ~ot Another oatient

8.W8.y-

e Tur•k. We took hlm ·8ecause his -oresence in

the other hospital ~l~ht s~ve the others. We were nlayed out. I
now hed two choices. Either I could abandon the rest to their fate
or go b .g ck 8nd stsy with them to sh-o .re their f,;;te.

In cny unde-

cision I resolved. to follow the advice of the first J'.\merican I
sho1.l1d see,

so I went over to the collef-e Pnd found Miss Blakely,

a veteran missionRry. ~ow let me ~o back t o t tell of a certain in-

c ident which has a lot to do with this little history.

·i.e.
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Ma.ior (nresumA.bly

'1107,;eries Orders)

You remember the Americens had written the Turks asking for a
conference with their le a ders. Shortly after dar k

R

youn~ Turk ap-

uee.red bearing a flag of truce anrl the inforrrtation that. Dr. Mustaph8.,
one of their lecders, wo• i. ld be at the hospital iITL.'l'iedietely. So whil e

I ws s c ar·rying a.way t~e nRtient

Dr. Mustapha Effenrli , Dr. Wilson

and Hr. Ly:nan we·re hRv.i nr: a short conference B t the ho spi tAl. :"'. eanwh ile a bsnd of French soldiers stopned at the hospital on their

we y fr o '."'1 the Latin church to

•

•

JOl!"l

+-},
c, ....

•
eir
comrRdes for the evacuetion.

The :r h ,9 1 been be s ie ,q:ed three we eks in the church with 3000 Armenia.ns .

So w'hil -:;; tjiey rested in the ha.11 of our hosuital Dr. Mustapha to-

r;e t he'?:'

·w:. -:;.."

··tr. Ly--:'lan 8.nd Dr. '4il son p2.s sed thru and ~-Jent on up to

the coll9~~ to ~~ve

8

confe~ence with the French general an~ his

s t af~ • .:~ ~~ s ~ ~~ 2~ a ~d I c~rried out the Turkish p r tient some of the
so l di2-::--:::

:,.; :: :;:' 2

s:-:_11 restinr.,i:. Helf an houy, lP.te r I ret u rne d once more ,

hel:Jl.~ ::s to c£.:-::-:-~y· P...1.,..ra·r Bn·.Y more sick. 1)u:rine: n1.y absence that ha.l .f

hou r t h ~ ?r en~h sol die r s r e sting under our fl a q had done one of the
vile2 ~ ~c ~s eve ~ icne in war. By I k~ew nothing of it Rt the time.
'_::('.:.•.?

?:':=::1ch 3'..l'r:e:eo n WR.s re~tine; o n my cour-h. A.P Ienterer'l the

room a sal~~ e r cs ~ e to notify him th~t orders h a ~ come to aepert.
I

follo·,;ed. th.em cn t of the hnsuitPl, with one more pP.tient who h::!rl

found s ~re:c~th to st;1mble along,

the n sought 0 .1t Miss Blakely at the

colleg e fo:- AG.Vice. This takes us back to

1

OU".'

interrupted story.

They say the darkest hour is just before the dawn. So it seemed
to be. I exnlainerl. rny troubles to Miss Blakely, but be.fore- she
could ans•.,1er I hBd rngde the decision. The French Commander was in the
room tP,lJ.cinr.:i; t o Hr. Lym.qn. Here is whP.t I overheP.rd M .m SR.Y in broken
En~dish.

11

Dr. r,rusta'!)ha left me hAlf ::;;_n hour

8Jrn.

He will co:11e to

your hospital tomorrow at eight o'clock to receive a letter which

the General is now writin~. Will you see that so~eone delivers the

3/6
letter in the morning?!!
Here was

job 1,,;hich

8.

'1I8de

it worthwhile stayin?

At

the ho;=ipi t~l.

It would not be safe to ~o down in the morninP. Not waitin~ for Miss
Bla.'.-cely 1 s reoly Is.nswered the question tb.e ?-fajor asked Mr. Lyrn;:i.n,
11

s&.ying

1 arn rr,oing · down now and will take the lette?'. n 'rhis settled,

Mr. Lyrr!an y,eques ted the ?'T8 j 0r to lea.ve behin0.. with the A~eric Rns one
of the staff officers to be the reJresent2tiv e of the French in the
c o."lir.:..?: p ?..:rley with the ri:'urks, for the ;·, I~jor he.cl sr:;irl thPt in the
letter for which I

WAS

w~itin~ the French announced their intention

to return to Marash .

~ith the Major I we nt to st~ff headquRrters for the letter. It
wes reB1y. The 3ene~~l ~ni his officers were prenared for dep~rture.
The ni ~ ~ t was t~rribl
horses

'.•i2re

colrl 2n~ the journey WRS to b e on foot

w,a,,:-: from lci~k o.f food. T)r. Cr .9 thern our Y

pr e ssnt. He too

W8 8

for~ t _
<_.e

,....,J.r_:

CO;'G.fo---_
; t,-

RS

the

rlso

n'lP.n WA.s

~nin~ in oraer to do w~Rt littl e could be done
......
l,l.1°,
. ..,. ._.,~~, .11
·vV,T
,
-

.A.rm1P,
' nj ,c,_ v1l.. .~
!.:!
_ ••-

-,,,.._rn' 0

rrey>e r,r'brndo"°l. no- thni
~,

,L

C.

A

"

>

,:-,

-

'-'-•

r·

ho ?;e s. iie W8 s al so to h e l 0 loo:-<: P.i'ter the ,'.\,rceri e2.n wor1en who were
cssttns t heir fortunes with the troons Hnd were to shPre their

har~s~los--

8

sixty ~il e journey on foot in wintry weether.

The Major

presen1:ed Vr . Lyn:.2:.1 1 8 re cmes ~ to the ste.f.f. After e. moment a cr.: ·1;tain
volunteered th stpy e~1 the GenerRl cnnsenteri. ~e chRr~ea me to see

thst t½e br~ve CRptain be well cRred for Bnd nrotecte~ un~er our
flsg.

The CPptain

~~~e

the ~est e grim fnrewell and ca~e with me to

the colle~e, where he wgs to live.
~

French ser ~eent who h~d lost his arm had elso just been plRce<l

in !GY cr:.re by the r-fojor. T-fe 8nd :,,any other woun~led ~oulo not be ts.ken
on s1.1ch a jo·i.rney. In s crl.to of my protests he insisten ·on co"'l.in~
with me to the bis hos?it 2l

rRthe~ t~an stRy with the other F~enc~

wounded in the emerqency hospitel, who~ the Turks would surely kill,
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he said. So 1,re too i.,rnnt c::uietly br.,ck to the hospital to spenil the
night with my six p~tients. As we entered the back door ih the dark
I brushed against e form seatea on the floor in the corner. Startled to

SPY

the le?st I shook him. He was deed. Upstairs the patients

were already besi1e themselves thinking they had been abandoned.
My presence did not :nP.ke any difference.
e.1 1. . .

•
h·'-,J •.
• .,
n.1R'
••
c,.Ilf,n

t'nem,

·!hen I s~irJ I would stsy

1
.•

t'ney cirer,-,;
~
+-'
•
..., • ~e rs across t'ne_ir
•
th
. ._
u'."leir
rin
.. ro2,Js,

pointi~ s to thems6lves and to me also. The French serReant woula
not:
- "

' "-_l
S"G[-<

,.-..!.;_,fl 4--~Jv..-.
•Jul...,, ,

"''1'~+-~

01...."tt

._

•
• ~ ,-"l
lTISlSv8:J.

on h.9Ving his bed beside mine . But

it woul~ never do to h~ve the ~urks see him when they entere~ the
pl 9 ce, s~ I 9ut ~im in a l i ttle room Rdjoining mine. One thin? sure,
had

neithe:,:, c:t 'J_s losi-; our w,J-'.)e:tites, which shm-11s we were not scared.

be~o~e ;: ing ~o je d. 3ut no sleep fof us. No sooner in bed( on the
fJ..lcrJ ': :

svcici 'J·:.llets) t:1.en t11.e t"."amn of feet ·was hegrd in the ye.rrl

i.ng t'le-:Ci ·,.,01111 not cut my throqt but would shoot insteAd, I took a
lain!) to ;nee3 them. Just irlsirl.e the door I fo11nd another deA.<~ mRn

near the a~~er, lyin~ in a pool of bloo~ R~ainst an overturnerl table.
I had 0verloo~erl him before in the dsrk. With these two beside me,
co'!nfort F.1bl e.
waiting for the visitors, I was not exR.ctly
But the
newco: 11e ·;.>s were not Turks. A few of the ·'l.rmenia.ns in th
h~~

Latin church.

come in the trqil of the ?rench soldiers to escape roessecre in

the church. I directeri them to the college, where perhaps they would
not be too lqte to ~o 6n with the sol soldiers to Isl8hie.

Four or

five ti mes in the niqht si~ilRr bands of Arm~nians C8me to the hosnite.l for refup;e, anrl e8ch time Ithought the Turks had con,e. Fiech time
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as I went to the door to meet them and direct them to the cbllege
the two ghastly bodies confro~ted me Pt the aoor. I covered them
with sheets Rnd went - back to bed. Rarl I lokked cRrefully at them I

would n never have remained all ni~ht at the hospital.

About ti..._;o A.M.

H

fn.rious succeBsion of bombs ex-olodinR: 2.11 over

the city ·w~,s 8 CCO:n?e.nied by w".l11t ap:oeared to be ter:>ific rifle fi!'e
in the direction of the barracks. What coulrl it be but that the

Turks h?j ~iscove~ed the ?rench eVPCUating and were mRkin~ a great
attack? Or perhaps the Fre~ch rear-guard wa~ covering the retreat
with t~:.is fusilndi3. At the same ti.me I noticed th2t the sky
The ?rs-::""l :!::.
0

:~ad fi ,:,~; d the b2.r '.'e.c ~rn,

wh:i.ch lit up the whole

W?.S

red.

city. 'l'he

the j=~~~cks ~£s t~ei rs.

at se-,-f-:1 :::...::. o.>:' ·i~·:~ -co be reMly for the comin_rr, of :1Iust2pha Effendi 8t
ei~h~. I

CRotai~
tients

~?3
e~~

9-_::i

down to

to t ~ke him to the collefe to parley with the French

~he ~me~ic8ns. We boiled a big Dot of rice for the na2.

c9.n of '.~~.,r,nbell Is sour, for ourselves. Just as we

SA

t

steps wer8 heard in the hell. The ser~eRnt hid hi~self

announced th8t the French captain had gone. When the barricks burned,
M11s. Wilson woke him ~md told. him he hed better go,

as the Turks

woi.J.ld. surely kill hi'1"1. ··-rhe last of the F'rench had gone four hours be.fore,

so the c1:rota.in s te.rted

O'l t

all a.lone, hePding .for the mountains

in order to avoid. the '11urks. We hgn asked him to st ,"Jy, Rnd by thus
delayin,t:2'. his stert had p 1t hLn in this awful mess. But his own sol1

diers hr.d me·Je it i'.°Q.possible for him to remain. However we were still
hopeful, looking forw.grd to the coming con.fe!'ence w:i. th :Mustapha.

31't

one of

As Dr. 1,vi 1 son F.1.nd T~r. Lyman we-re going out I pointed out/ the

two bodies by the door. The Doctor uncovered it And exclaim.Ad_, "It
· is the Turk with the white fl9..g." Indeed the mAn WA.s still r>:raspin.g his .fleg of t!'uce. Here w::i.s

P.,

nice mess. '1:'he Tut'ks :,niP'.ht come

any minute. It would not need. a Sherlock Holmes to see thru whr:1.t
we did next, but 1-rn put the bor'Jy in

2.

be i, to give the imD!'es sion

of his hevin; d.ied.·there efter }-,qvi.ng been shot Outside. Sherlocko
would h e ve seen the trail of blood leading from the pool in the

corner

jo

the bed, so this I had to wipe up, but now there was a

clean track on the floor while ~11 the rest wes dirty.
This -::y1e 1 I 'Jointed out the other body to the doctor. nEere is
an::. 1 t:-!.-:::-> t

-

=. s s -;__ ::, e.nd pul 1 Bd the sheet away. The man wore the unifo:rm

~~~~ ~2 ~

of ~

0 [~~~2r .

~s ~e stood lookin8, the Doctor su1denly S8id,

ho·oes of pegs.a wit'.'l the Turks r,bsolutely rr.one, their le:=der murr1ered

':::'}-:·:::.. ,s ;::.-:, ,1ld

7":n t be covererl. 'I1he TU-r:.--cs were nro b8 bl y Hl re9_oy look-

ing fo~ M~s~Rp~a,

to go

2.r .. ri

so there was only one cours~ to take--8nrl that was

tell the '1' 1.rks wha.t had happened. · Dr. 11iil son and. Mr. Ly1

man too~: -::1e i r white fl~g and set 0·1t :for the goverwnent b'J.ildings,
8.

:-ri,) st

dnnr::8rous tri n.

of here ri;ht away.

'T.'".-le last thing they ss id w2s, ".Kerr, ;.;,:et out

~ny Turk who finds you here with Mustapha lying

there will cut your throF,t."

What I did next

WPS

~one faster than you re~d about it. The

pot of hot rice ·went up to the DPtients 8.nd my plate of ,'::8.mpbell 1 s
soup to the wo--na.n with the terT'ible wound. The serr:eant I disr:-uised
as a Red Gross wo~der~ He hid his unifor~ and put on~ hospital

jacket with a led Cross arm band. Then we took the white flRg from

.32.0

the de~d Turk and m?de tracks for the colle1e which we reached sRfely. I 1 ve used th8t s2me blooa-staine d fla~ many times since.
At the college the other Americ~ns were busy caring for the
wo,J.nded, quite hopeful ebout the outlook. So the ne-ws I bt'.'o brou~ht

was more tb.an eno'J.r.rh · to lg_bel me a

11

crepe-han12:er. 1! In the colle;:re

compound WBI'e about a thousand refflgees. The

Thous end who had been

there a o.r::.y aEI,o :ha<'l. depe.rted with the French troops. Most of these

had come during the ni~ht from the city.
\'e £:; 11 awe.ited tne r·eturn of Dr. Wilson And Mr. Lymen with some

conca-rn, fearin~ trouble. So when t,hey returned s .s .fely a.bout noon we
.j:el t ""."'el i sved,
sent ta

11

~~~~d

for 1,ri th them were ei r.C:1.t ?urks whom the coTll--nanr!.er had

the Ar~eniqns on AMeric~n prooerty. From this ~oment ·

:,r:-12 .... "" i.s "Jr. ;-iust.g;,hA..? 11 They reci::ive 'J the news of his nm:r>~.er calm-

tecti,:::--1 fo-:-- the :~rm.enians I

irQ71edi::;tely placed

2.

p:us :r.'d. at the rlis-

pos8l of t h e knericans.
..... '!

L,{18

college, two of the guq~d were statione1 at the

collese gPte snd one Rt the orphanage . The others hauled down the
French flaf fljin7-over the mission semin~~y, which the French h81

us e~ es heqd~UBrters . ~his buil1in~
ec~ui "'.)men t, clothing,

food,

W8S

in

R

,-'Jirt everywhere in

perfect mess. Military
B.

trmrrle on the floors .

The TuI'ks co:'.?lmandeere~1 th.e milit.c,ry supplles t le,,;vinc~ the foo,~ for

our rcfuc!.ees.
In t!i.e city, wi.thin the r.,rnlls of the LB'bin chnrch, the t._rmeni8.n
'big
Ce

'.:ho lie Church, rn1 in RAi tschallu:m, our orph2nl?r:;e, ell the survi vi:nQ'.
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Armenia.ns were SR.id to be W.' liting ~heir fate. r:Jith two of the Turk
gu8rds Dr . Wilson, :rv!r. Lym.<in end I set out on a tour of investi.fU.ttion, car~ying a white flag. We first stopped et the hospital to

show the Turks the bo1ies of Mustapha and his flag bearer. By wey
of buyin.,:z- f: om the TuT>ks their f8Vor and thus protection for trie
1

/1.rrneni 8ns in our ~&.re, the Hos pi tA.l was officially off ere--1. to ti-1em
for ?·F,:;slem wounded. 'Their chief p-ro:ni serJ to proc-;J.r

d-ro~,-_.ea
b·.·,T t- h.. Av -_~_-re .n. r·n·.
- . ; ~
-

n_Je_A
. -.o.,.SAS.
- ..
- d·. h
._
,

A
_. ~BR~
-.,_
.,•• J.

nmrnmi. tion., &foot1

nnd aevAnnl ah~st

cat
'
,

0.

. .

_, J. ,:;, •

.,

,_.....

0 .

, -

ly oo:i2.es of Armenian children lay i:n the streets. On one corner were
2bo1J_t
.•

q~ 3~,7 e_r_~

'ooa.t.-=.
- - ~ ,-c, .

ar +-~P.
r.rro'lnd
u,,~ ch~,-y,,-.
,~'-"-· ~..'n t'"'e r:,
l
.

-!-.,J.
=-·J 0

but e n : ~,- :;:.;:: bo d i e ~ there. "'he

d

8

-ras
"'c,.•

1

1

re..:I:,t 1-it'n
'o ••}ood, . ,
'>J_. ~

._S0"'
"'·"'"

ur2.och to the church

b2~"'red by

WR.s

a ou.T,~2. :1 ", '.J.,)'J.se 1 its ,i8lls bro ':rnn by shell fire. Climbing over a

to t::.-:': : ::..::::: st ,'.),,:? ,::; 'l:,1:-ch. I will :-iever for ? et the welco:11e we received.
,,,, 0 ,:,·1•
1:!
,.... \ .... Lo

wes ti'-S'.'.'..:'."' ·"'el;i:ver,,.::::e .from th.e Turk. Cur mission he'l'.'e

·11s
.•

W8. s

'

..:i
+-vO
a ..,.me:J.
L

to

f-l!'rRnR:e

for the ;: , 1_1!Ten.de·". ~::r. LyY"lA.n ?resented the ter:11s of +:he 'T'1xrks.,

ne~ely t~e cassRtion of firin~ and the surren~er of ell ar~s . The
.Armeni:?...:-J.3 s.s r eed,

since the .~niericans stood as :?;11arantors of the

word of the T·,1rk. 'l"'here is p_bsolutely no doubt what would heve been
the eni of these ::,r:'11.eniRns 1.d thout A.11 1erice..n mediation. Arme0 ri:'urks
were srou ~ed on aJ.l corners ,9.roun,i the church. '.l'he A.r!nenians would
neve~ hPve surrende~ed to them directly on any promtses,
meB.nt cert!:iin

m8.S

for that

sac ,,.e . 'T.' hey woul 1 hP.ve fo 'H?;ht to the l:rn t. But ner-

hl:'lpS even yet t :1ey will find the 'L'n.rk nro:n:lse s f 81 se.
While the Doctr:,r 1,md !'!t>. LymPn we':lt on to Bei tschBllum I retnrned

t o the hospital with two srme~ ~irks to ~U8rd the place . ~hese men

we hP.d proc11re d from

B.

31.'2..
.r-1:rou9 on a corner, on the or'ler of their

chief.

At Beitscha llum Dr. Wilson P.n-1 L:y-man found J , _5O0 refu~ees Ann
orphans were found,

R.ndeven ~-Tiss Buckley, whom we he-1 been toln

WRs

kill ed. by Turks in the ~es cue Home. Bei tschallu m hRd app.o:;ren tly

had the ha~1est time of any of the bi~ refuge centers, and the story
was thrillin g. But that cn.n come lci.ter.

In the Armenia n Catholic

chur-ch s.lso .,._;ere 3000 refur:ee s. A-oparen tly in these threF; stronp:-

,. ., 1 -.,s
~
~.1.0

{'--.
. , 7 • um, ,:;· ..h e LR.
.,. t in
· G.'.lurcn,
'""'
nei. -csco.B.i.L
1

an,d

th
~
i en C8. th
, ic
, e ;-1.rmen
__ O.L

Ch11rc'h) and in the .A!11e-rican college were all the su!'vivin g ArmeniR ns
.

.

of Mqres~~ lef~ by the French to defend themselv es with a few ri-

fles.

nut

T~~Es to ~e ~~er with ~hose who went to Islahie with the French

t~ ~

s~fe

2~

t.gsk

W!?c:S

f! 7 u ~e at 5,000 , hut sAy the French killerl them.

~ith fo~~ wo~en from ~he collA~e to clean, I returned . The

error'TI,: :,us. '!Jhe!1 the n~tients and emnloye es fled the hospita l

was left ups ide-down . Everyth ing of value for su~h ~ trip 0s they
were

tt?_,.;_iE§:

was gone, from blankets ::ind canned p;oods to even silver

s9oon~. Tb.2 sandbP.~s in tl:i.e doorways hed been ups et on. the floor:

dirt,rilo thin~, blood , everythi n~ littered up the plPce. But before
ni f~ t

the two ~endarm es and the four woMen had it looking like a new

place. They C8.r:ried ov+, the bodies of the two murdere d r,~urks tor!eth-

er with one of the patients who died in the mo-rn:tnrr. just a.fter we
ebanrione;- :1 the hospitq l. It

W8.S

the old

Won'\P.n

with the bullet thru

her side. I hB.d r;i ven her 'YlY 9lste of soup, 8.n."l. ar.ro~_".'ently she q:ot

out of be<l to est it. She was kneeling t~ere beside t~B bed, ~ea~,
the pl Rte half em-~Jty before her • .
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'i'his nir;ht too was anything but a. calm one. Ahy there should be

fighting I don 1 t know, but there was the usual serenade of rifle fire
aro'.md the hospit"'l. The two Turkish genda.rm·es were sc"'red, this being their first ni~ht here. They barricade d the door with sandbRges .

The :four worr..en too were frightened :__,_nd. cp_me to tell me our :9hRrmacy
building, a~joininR this one, was afire, but it turned out to be the
reflection of the li~ht from Rnothe~ American buildin~ which was
ablaze-- the proDet-ty of .the mission. We don't know who fired it .

Tt1i s m,:;rni n~ when I went

1.1p

to the c;oll e _g;e for mo--r:--e . ~rorkers
.
the ho11se

was still s6oul~erin g, totally destroyed .
Tod~y hes been a busy one, an~ auite interestin g for me. With
hospitel is now in fine shap
a dozen roore workers here the
e, ell reedy
:'!? job du'l'."ing the d e y was superintend inr:c: the "loot?..:"' ·" .)Und.

here. By

B..

little str::1tegy I s~ic.ceeded in

h_RV-

i ng t::a ch801:i. sh of the g: 8nrhi rme s orr'ler th.:- t wh~:1t ever I w:rn ter'l for

the ho sp:i. tP.l s~10 -:. ,J.-'! be b'l'.'ought here~ J\.s the Turks ·w ere lootinp: every
Armenian house inthe vicinity whatever we took would be thpt ~1ch
ssv8d, ~~th a possibili ty r,f the 1rmenians getting hack their property

h, ter. So today my corps of looters removed. everything of value from
three Armenian houses neRrby, brin~in~ the booty here.

As a result

our bins qre full of fooa,

Ana there ere beds, ~ishes, clothing, rurrR,

everythinp ; :ln ab1md2ncee , H

present the gen0e.rmes will allow absolute-

ly none of.this booty to be t~ken

0 1 1t

of the hosuitRl by relRtives

of the real owners of the stuff. They intend it fo~ the Turkish patients. Later on the real owners will be able to recover their ~roperty from lls . al·Ty first rPid for loot W8.S rr.ther pro.fitabl e. About a

dozen .srme,"l ".'urks h;:, ti ju:c: t

t8.ken a lot of things fro::-r1 the house an 0

h8d set fire to it, but when they saw a p.:endflrme comirn~ with me,
they put out the fire and lRter helpe~ to CRrry the rest .of the goo1s

to the hosui tal. Thev then went with me to the forr.1er .F'rench hos-

.

u

uital where we found three or four chests of medicPl supplies, besides all sorts of swords, helmets etc. Everything of value was
brour;ht here, includtn:r brenty iron beds. We expect to keep up this
business as lon~ es it is profitable. The bazaars are nretty well
d~stroyed in t he city, so no business will begin for some t time.
This :-:ieans we must ga-ther in 8.ll the supu1ies we will need for a

·? od.2~{ on the street nea.r the hospital a. grou~p of ri:u~·k s wer -e

passin~ when one asked where the body of Mustapha Effendi was. ~hBy
followe i res t o th2 b8ck of the hospital where lay the dead Turkish
le2d"2c :::-:.:i ":.2.i.s :'l ;?.9: be8re r•. Each orie stooped and kisf:er:l him, wailin?

c~~~

r.ie,J. ::. :

~bs b ~~Y jefare they plfced it in an onen casket and c8r?: ·,. py.

::-st:'o".'e leevin;7 they ex::i: ninerl tb.e bullet holes where

he :1s.d b7"en ;.:.-!.l2.ed, end one Turk pl!acerl. his hs.nd on my chest 2_nd

fo~ ~~e ie ~thof

~~e

two ~en. No one knows ~w killed them. A reRl

Sherlo~ ~ ~~l~es is needed for this cqse. The evidence all points
to the ?:r-'-.:!:.ch soldiers, except for one thing. When Snyder dug the
bullet out of th hole in the wall where Must.<Ypri.a fell,

it was found

to ba a ~ suser bullet, n not French. But I cRn see no other sol12tion
thgn thst the FrAnch soldiers i

in ~he hospital darl the dee~. ?ol -

lowin,z; the course of the bullet that killed ]','fustapha by meBns o.f
the holes it mRd.e

·sH1

s si:10: thru two walls , 1 t was rleterminerl where

the bullet was fired. Directly behind or beside this spot is another
bullet hole ,

in~ic0ting th~t Mustauha probably fired at the o one

who i{ille:1 hi,n. It seems to be·

8.

pistol bullet. 'l'he pAtients un~~airs

told me the next ~ay thAt three shots were fi~e~ thet nirrht in the

hospital and th!Jt cries of

11

4.man, t,mP..n " followerl the shots. Nothin~

325

in this whole three weeks w~r -caused us :nore concern thAn the murder
of these :nec1 1 since they h,qr1 just 1 eft the confe-rence -,,Ji th the Ame r1 c~ms
2.nd the Prench staff and were returninr:r thruu America.n proi_)erty. For

our part if must be sAi~ th thPt as they left a ~1s~d was offered
them, but they r~fusea, sqyin~ th~y were n0t gain~ b26k by WRY of the
hospitFl an1 did·not need a n escort. If the French captain hRd remain e cl th ::: t ni g ht the 'T'urks would h t-3 ve been :-1lmo s t

just :Lfied in

killin~ him in revenge for the loss of their leader.
A

report came in todµy that the morning qfter the French left

t1~ro or thr~e hund.!'e'1. t._ r~menians in the Latin i'";h1-1r)ch rJ.ecid.ed to follow
them. s~ they s t 2.rt e <'l off thru the ci t y in broad dayli~ht. Dr. hrtin,
-:-n.ost imoortant le R. der of ~rmeniRns

P.:irls .f r(y,: the -, ·,1:>ks ,:-, fter the e :-:: iles. }fogop Ker1?..ki2n,

on

A

;),: ,l e lP-ter

0 11

in th.e d,-:i:.r. 1-hir.i:o u h i

• .._
'
we.s c-:, ,J_:,:n"
oy . I-'
,, n. e c;-,
'Lnr ·.- :s,

b:rot h e.e,

,
•
.l
wi-'lo
exc 1 '=,ime,.1,

coulrl
ff

!'U!l

e. wealthy

no f 2. rther P.nd

;-ve cou 1,:,
<Jn I -c;, catch vour

• •

ont you .r:1:re en01J..r:rh. n \·n1..ct oec~me of the other's we do n:,t

know.·
3 ,:i-':; now it s e en1s peace h .""·S come, with victory for the 'rurks,

alt lm th8 victory wns once in the hRnds of the French. qad they remeine:i. one d..9_y more -+.:;r1ere is 1 ittle doubt th,,t the 'T'11rk s wonlri hPve

made terms. In f Rct there we~e less than three ~1n~ren Turk sol~iers

left in ~arqsh when the French 1epArte1. All the others hed fled.
Now the French ~re o~ the ro 8 d to Islahie followe~ by 2010 or 3000
A:r>meni "'-n~ P. nrl t ~1e .five l\'.'1eri cRns. ri::'hey h.ove left b e:i.inr'l a rui!len. city,
700•) to

aooc

d.e8.--:'l !'.\rmen-i '3ns.,

and this in one

0I'

2nd ten . thous,gnd. '?.bsolnt e ly homele8s--

the col1est neriods of the last ten ye~rs . In

the next few days the ArmeniR.ns in their strongholds will give up
their arms s.n:1 be 2llot.red to rr.o about as usuR.l. Whet few homes still
st8nd 8re e~oty, an1 hRve even been robbe~ of ~oors anrt win1ows.
I went · tod~,y :,dth the wif'e of Dr. Vartim, (no:,r dead) to

A.

p:enri"'rme

for -oerrni s sion for ·her to get so:nething f:rom her own hons e. · Do

you wonder thst when she found absolutely everythin~ gone excent
two old curtains rrnd ha.lf a dozen :o·h0togrA.t)hs · that she SR.id,
t~1.ir1g :=:;011ej

";:I;ve:ry-

fa.rnily a.nrl n.11 .. rn T.h ere is nothinf·~ for me now but to

sr1e is only one of thousands like her. ~oslems
too h8.ve su.ffereri the sa·:n.e thing . li·~ost of the xi ty is burnerl, both
Ar.>neniF..n sni1 :·".03lem houses.

t, tii,?; D2.:::>t

of the business section is

destroye1 •• The ?rench say th~y sre co~in~ bAck. No one wants the~
beck,

:>:~ th~:: :-: ::\ <H:s :11o re ;,,isr. ':in.et is to be the future of this

;'ufarch I 1920

I he.ve just five minu+;es to write an ote

is veins to send

A

8.S

a Turkish merchant

cPrevPn to Alepno in the mornin~ •. 4s you see, I

a~ alive and well. I hooe you did not ~et

the last letter I sent,

which I '.'ras sure -.:ould be my 10.st one. ;3ut strange things happen
and here I s.111 still on t't-ie !Yl.8.p. I 1;,on t

Roing on ~round here, except thet hell

2 tte::1pt to

tell what h8 s been

broke looRe for th~ee weeks

and the effects will 1 ~ ~, t foi:• yee,rs. The French Are srone t1.nrl
Turkish officers and the

Ame~ic a ns

q~e

hobnobbin~ now.

fhe one Hoover used to h 0 ve, an~ we h0ve only

Bono

the

My joh is

people to feed.

~ost every one he~e is destitute-~3SOLU~E LV-we~lthy men now be~ for

shoes. Luckily, we.rm . T,,rel'lther has begun. 3owever
one,

onr job is a big

so done look for ~e home for some months. Will write det~ils

l8ter. Conditions Rre i~~rovin~ riqht alon~ HD~ will be O.K. unless the French try to come beck. We hope they le~ve u~ qlone he~e,
as it wil1

only •neA.n mora 1,;ar shoul,J they come bRck. '?.1ish A.!lle~ic8

We .\.mericans- IO in number- "re all well. Five wen t wi t:1 the

the rest of us comnlain of nothin~. 7wo ~en
were slightly scratched but ell are O.K. now . 8ope you at home Are
all well and hap~y. Boost any cempairrn for relief. ~e surely need
it. LoP13 of love to ~11.

Stirnley

Stnnley E. Kerr Collection
Darby,

PannsylvR~ia

Fronerty of Susnn TI. Kerr
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Marash, 'Purkey.

March 7. 1920.
Dear Dad,

This is Sunday ni~ht, so I'm gain~ to steal an hour or two to ·

write a let t er.

YoiJ. ueople .r.Jt home e.re probe.bly just havin_
g your

dinner aftec> chur:;h, as we 11re about seven hours ehe8d of you~

I 1ve

almost forq:otten whBt the insLle of a church looks like, e.s we don 't

here.
Feb.

-,,
L

f,_
~

so.,.,t- of

~

•'-

'J

'T1he lRst se-r>viee we hPr3 here i-.ras on Sunr!Py

!i!TT'npnksQ'·l
.L:. - ...... . .
... J ..L n-'nr,,"
J..
~
V

service after haiin~ hPd the visit

from the ?rench qeroplRne an~ when we coul1 see the reinforcem ents
down on t ne plain below th~ c.i ty.
~~ s

so~ewhat premeture , as the French evacuated two dRys

S · s;:: 2:.:.::-;. ::: -- -"' c'::.:;;_~:-ches,

in

n_l-

C

~s ~~s~

As yo11 P.lready know, our ''Thanks- -

six churce s and seven
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I ~ !1.inK my lAst letter \Vt3S written on Feb. 12,

to tell ~ow, but nothin~ very exciting.
ters wr~tte,n Jan. 21, Feb.

'"'h
.CE

$0,_\_ IJ.
..:,],., e.,..,S
, J •

P:'lnrd
, , •, <.-

so there j_s much

I suppose you got ~y let-

A, &the lRst on Feb. 12th.

two went in one envelope, I think, and
if it R:ot to you at all.

:-c1oues

h~~

fhe first

a r0ther interes~in q trio

It went with the French troops on Feb.

10th t;o Islahie, Along with 3600 Armenians ·'i: five Americi,ms .

out of every three of the 3~00 f~iled to reach

Islahie.

Prob8.bly

over' a thou.s~nd died on the road, e.s the cold wi;s terrible.
tiight they left here was the worst I 1 ve seen this winter.

One

'l'he

The next

ni~ht it begRn to snow, and the followin~ ni~ht more snow Rnd a heavy
wind, so thF.t here in ?·8-resh we he.rJ ririfts six feet deep.

'I'he Y!oslem

all said

is helpin.c:i; us by sending the snow to kill the French.

!J

11

NeBrly all our uatients hB.d gone, and over I~ifty of our orp~.J:?.n irirls.

So when a telegram from Adana stated that only 2L~OO Armenians reached
: Isl:::1hie it conf'irmerl wh8.t the Turks said -- th,s .t

lay on the plain.

a thousann.

borlies

Two dRys later the Tur!rn i'ound on the roa<l one

of the hostsges the F'rench ha.d taken --

13._n

old Turk official whom

the B1 rench co,m19.nder had kept a.s prisoner in r,,fa rashe

Probably he

had ese-3:uBd du:,,in,R: the nip.:h.t on the road, but of' course the Turks
here sv~efttJ. the story tha. t the .French he.d left one of the hosta~es
on the rc~d, bound, a.ft er robbing him of his coat. and. money.
The ~ther• letter I wrote was taken by Dr. Lambert and Dr~ Shepard
by ho~s~bsci to ~intab

ho:,ne :TS~.

~

Aleppo.

They probably have not reached

The :!.e-:te~s Lan-1oert broun;ht me also came on a dangerous

tr::.. n.

- ... ,! ~

""'

:.,,; -..l..-~

~~~~;bl y be interested in knowin~ how travelinR condi-

tic~~ s~e bet~e~~ ~ere & Aleppo, & urobably ~ont 1 s urge me to leRve
~i~2..r .s 2~...,;. in a

l'°'i_~;..,-~-,~

~...JG.e·n

:ro1.1

-r-ef1d. this.

Th.e story Dr. ~E:lmbert & Dr.

3;_-ieps.z><'5. -;-_;old. of -::;~.:.Bir exuerienc e s was aui te an interes tinri;

one.

Bot:i of" :._:-_,_s:.-;: hs.i heard rumors of trouble in 1\1.s"r'.'1:rnh, but nothing- rlef-

ir1i t-3.

1

·J:~9 F rer1ch. in A·leppo merely said. there

but ths::; t .h e s i tu .e tion was "well in hand 11 •

~i~. s

so!r!e fiFr.htinf.!,

On F9b. 10th they said

relief forces had reached MRrash, ind after cleaning up there would
sweeo on 2.round to Aint.gb & clear the road to Alepno.

On Feb. 11th

Dr. L.s:'1.bert receive:1 the telegram we hP-d. sent him on Feb. 1st by

way of Zeitoon and Badjin, tellin~ of the desperate situatio!J. .

This

telegram had been carried by tw.o Zeitoon men over the mountains fro!n

Mar~sh to Ha~jin.

From here the mess~ge wes tele~ranhe ~ to Constan-

tinople and then back to Aleppo.
it went.
Mafash.

Look at the map to see how far

This was the first rtefinite news they hRd received fro~
Altho the French hai alrea~y evacuate ~their offic Brs in

Aleppo told Lar.1bert that there was a division of troops still in
Marish ~ th~t everyt½inrr was all ri~ht.

~ven after the truth was

known, the French authorities said that only

R

few Christians had

been killed in ]vlarash, while several tho~:isand 'l'nrks we-re deArL

T1:1ey

must h9.ve known that 8 or 10 thousand Armenians h11d been massacrerl~

A few days After the French evacuAterl, Dr. ShepRra in Aint~b
rzot Mr. L:,-rne.n• s lettAr by Turkish cou·rier tell in;;,:
di t ions here·.

R.

little of con-

Dr. She~errl rleciderl to go to Alepno himself, es-

peciall y e s he had on his·mina the death of the two Y.M.C.A. men,
wn.ich ~~·<:: .s prob .s oly not known to the rest of the worlrl.

The Tl1rk

governor, knowinq th~t the news would be out if the Doctor went,
did no t

~~ n~
~~~

hie ~o ~o.
t~~

t..ft~.,.,

nuch ,jj_fficul ty he r:ot pe~miss:i_on

qe n 1Ar~e s ~ent Bhes1 to clear the way went only as
CR.U~ht

UD

The b2n~it chief hi~self ro1e alon~ with

1~~cnin~ Aleo~o he infor~e~ 8onstRntinoo le of the rle8.th of th~

two

.l.:11 a r :.c: G::1 s ,

Johnson

9
-:

Peri:>y, whicri. I wi.11 tell Rbout lr:. te:r>.

Lsmbe-r-t h.e y,eturne"1 to Killi s

by auto,

then bou.c.:ht horses Rnn cRme

by wey a [ Aintab t o Manesh, with Tur~ish ~endarme s a s escort.
left 4intsb in
f' .. .,,
ri
lJ._t_e,.,

~

t & b,

so

8

ve~y unsettled state.

·+- ,

~1 t Bey

Wl ,.,!1

?-c

s he y must hiwe na s sed them.

With

'T'hey

The ro8ds to .Marash were

his

Ain-

At K~~abekla (I sent you a

pictu.!:e of tl-iis town, colled the nBlack Moustache") where Snyne~f' 'k
·the

CCJr

we!'e a.ttgck e d on Jrn. 20, a bP.nd of Turks on wonaerful horses

stopue~ ~r. ShepGrd
his staff.

~

Lambert.

7hese men ~1st hRve been ~11 Bey%

They Allowed them to oass after exemining their nene~s,

but called to the vill~~ers n~t to Rllow these men to enter the
vill~1.'?,:e.

ll__rmed men rusr:ieii out loR<iinR: their rifles,

~

thin0:s looker!

serious, but Dr. Shepnrd knew the villa~e chieftRin % mAnq~ed to
quiet the mcib.

They staye~ here all night.

~he next day they c8me

on to M~rash, forrlin~ the Ak Su, as the bri~rre

WRS

burned, 8rrivinrr

here at the hosni tAl Rb out noon, covered with mud.

Both weT"e lor-d-

ed down ~ith vests they-wore, lined with ~old in rolls. like cRrt-

1250 liras,

, ·
m8;cinq:

...
, 2 ,::>-- of"\
.-p_.L
u

•

i n FJ 11

h. h
- - w_ic_

we cer-

tainl;,; :'1eeded~
They were ri:rer.tly sur-oriser1 to he8r the,t the losses in MarAsh
had besn so tet>r:i.'.)le,

•c ti'l-" :t the French statements were untrue.

The new3 Dr. SheuAr~ brought us of conditions in Aintab is worth

ce~..,tein t !·onble the next rh1y, and so P.11 ll.rmenir-!ns, when they heqrr'J

were to be f ourl-i,

R.S

they fe.ci·!'.'ei t"l'.'ouble.

In the morninP; Dr>.

7-fo-rrill

went down to sae the French eo:mm,1.nder, ,-:ho SFJid the moment the Turks
1

starce d anything he woulrl onen an intense artillery

quRrte~.

on the Moslem

Dr. Merrill informerl the Turkish leP~ers of this, &,
they

beliav i'1.g t'1.nt t'r1e ?rench meRnt exRctly whRt they SfLi.d , /\ p:8Ve orr:1e!'s
to their followers that no disorrters begin in the city.

Thus the

quBrre1 between the French solri:i.er &. the ~-foslern sP.ve"l. the -~ rmeninns

from

_9

massacre.

But f~8c~ses started twice in the d~ys following,

restrained their followerR.

Rnd woul~ cer-

They feared the French would deRtroy

332.

their property~ city .

Finallj at a meetin~ of Moslem, ArmeniRn &

Ameri~ a n represen tqtives

Dr. Merrill tol~ the Turks openly thAt the

Armenians hAd every reason to feRr them,

~

that if they wisherl to

have ueace in the city they m1st show by actions, not worns, th~t
they meant no h<?rm,

Re also said he noticed the 'rurks nid not wa.nt

11 for the nresent ti111.e,

kille d .

Johnson

k

with my ol<1 friend

lis

at w'<i:Lch all the Turks lRughed.

rr

Perry, two Y.M.G.A. men left Alepoo in~ lea,
11

'2'.e!{i ' 1 rlriving,

F"I:,

a boy as servpnt.

•other '?

Fifteen ·

mil e s f rom Aint~b they p assed four wagons which were carryinf o~r
suppJ.. ie s .E'1'.'om Alepno to .a.in teb ?,c

i'-1:.::, ri:i sh.

'l'he ,\rmeni rm rlri vers said

~t this very mo ~ ent the Moslem a r ivnrA ware hAvin~
their :~o~ bl e~ .

8Rnri ~ts ~81 halte~ them, woundin ~ one man Pn~ a

suuollas they were carryi ng, the head ~river ans4 e ~ert th~t eve~v-

~an to look unde r the covers, bui two ~o J.d lirAs b~ibe~ hi~ nnt to
tell wha t he saw, so the

WRgons D8.$SAi

on.

Only

n

few ~inutes lBter

the a u t.o e eme alonR: 8-nd s tonp e ,1 at a 11 t tle stre am fo1'." wate-r..
happeced next is almost too terrible to tell.

1-lh2 t

The hRndits rushed

out snd opened fi.:re -- not heei :i ng a s~10ut from Zek: -- "These P.re
t.rrie:r>i c Rn s,

not Fre n c}1."

Per·r'y WA s shot twice thru the body Rnl1 h8.r'l

his spinal cord severe~ by a sword blow on the bRck of the neck.

Johnson was shot in the 1-J.eP.d sc then str1J.ck with 8. sword in the .face.
and two finr,:ers were cut e>tf .

A pistol bullet struck ?ek

, his throat w,::is cutA The boy too wr-is

killed..
rphe be.ndi ts then n:.:,oceede~. to loot the cP.r. (p1e/r loct UM.$
oortl y mRil, ,~ r.1ost likely co!1t8ined sorrJ.e letters you wr~iheJ lncbJ ,.
ing the film.s Stu P. rt se.y s he s 8 nt, & the fl2rrs lfother sent:]
··

.Me::inwhile the .four wRr:r:ons were ::ip-:woo.chinP:.

One of thA i\r>rrten:ian

3.33

rlri vers was posing As B. 'T.'urk,

P..nrl learned i'rom so::ne pP ssinrr P:enrJ.qrme 8

thst bandits were aheerl.

W~en the driver said there was n~ohnbly nn

danR:er the Tu':"'ks 2.nswererl

11

'1.'!'ley heve killed the men in the

A11.to.

You

can see them 8hend on the hill carryinr-; things from the cRr. "

The Ar!"leni8.ns ·10 st no time in turnin,f g_ro1'i.nr".l end s tartinP: b e ck
for Hep1Jo .
1

.,.:'- ,_.... u
D

and

It WBS nearly night , so they sto-onen At th,1 first khan

11u for the ni;;;ht.

ston~ed nere.

But the bandits also CRme alonp; 11nr1

DiscoverinR the Armeni8ns and wagons they told the

wa.rds W:JL:l,i con:e, bAck to kill the t..!'~r:ien.iRns ,-',; get the stuff in the
-;:--::,,3_ Ar.r .:sr:is.n who poserl ~s

th~

.._,_,_
~

tI

R

'I'nrk hfrnrd A.bout this Bnr] toJ.rj

-":' ,.... -,
· -; ..t~.
;:

-~ ~

~,

·c ~s~ ss · --

~~

on t(:.e : '.)6'°1 s.nd

_<:;,:;

C8ll them, were instructe~ to kill ell Christiane
tur·n over aJ.l loot to the r.:endArmie.

/; consi,-Jer-

able au;~:i~y of s~uff has been turned in, whicl1 indic~tes th~t some
Ch~is~i s ~3 have been kille~ on the road.
'l'urk co:r'-'--n.s.n~~rs.

So this was ordere~ by

It is prob8ble th;:;. t they had not taken into Recount

the oresance of Americans in this section.

It surely w~s a slin in

their plsns when the two nmericRns were killed.

Howeve~ t~ev con-

cocted a story ebo11t some escapea convicts hRving kille~ the A~ericnns
&

th~t qendarmes leter kille~ the murderers~

To urove this they even

brou2:ht in a ring of 7oelci 1 s f:lno Johnson 1 s coBt.
r1endArmes brouP:ht
to 4.intRb.
in the fo ff borHes A
After many rieys neasi=mts drP.tz:f!:e(3 the 8.nto

into Aintgb also.

From Aleppo another Y. man,

Archer, toP.;ether with WallR.ce and

Price, two of our A.C.R.W.E. men, starte~ out

R

few days lRter for

.334
Aintab with a French carRven And escort of tr6ops .

They thou~ht

that with 250 French solaiers guarrling the wa~ons and cemels the
caravan would stand a good ihow of reaching AlntDb, ana perhaps they

could find the bodies o_._f' the two murdered Y. men • . But as they started up the hills half WAY to AintR.b, "chet8S 11 arrion? the rocks opened
flre.

T':1e French erlv8.nced but the fire becArne more intense.

I-:

WRS

impos sible to fight, as the Turks coulrl not be seen a~ong the rocks.
With the cumbersom e wagon train an1 slow cRmels there
do but turn and retregt.

It

W8S

W8S

nothin~ to

learned l2ter that 3000 Turks were

waitinq 8long that r o ~d for that very convoy.
were hit, but severP.l w .0 gons Here lost.

Only a few French

Our P.me:ri c~in man were rRth-

er dis~ 11sted wi th th e militPry efficiency of the Prench ~ueris.

. us

t.t-1.i s is no ti rr.e for ton:ri s ts in Turkey.

You will also know

that if' you izot rr.y l Pst letter, rlRted Feb ~ 12, trrnt the two doctnr-s

reech erl sAfety, s i nce they CP r ried thnt letter~

I Also gRve Dr.

Lamb e rt a copy of ~Y diBry u o to F eb. 1 2 , since he want e n

some n o tA s from it.

to mRke

He oromiR e d to fo r wRrd it ho~e for me, so you

may hav e duulicPt e lette~s.

I haven't sAin anythin_g FJ.b,J,lt events here in T-.fr>.,..,Rsh since Feb.

12. and h~ven 1 t even kent A ~inry, except fore few notes. Since the
11 w2-r 11 is over ( for the n1:•esent)
~.Je heve h .q d renorts from Beitschi:il lu:'11
orp r1~1nl'lrr.e 2.nd the 'ie~icue ?orri.e. w11ich were isoli:Jten.

a ha~d ti~e.

T~e lurks shellerl it,

RDd

Beitsch"l.ll um h:1ii

did their be~t to bu~n it.

It is Sf>id th"lt over f'oy,ty 'rnrks weT"e killerl or wound r d trying: to

burn the place.

Fourteen Turks were offered 100 liy,as each (~500 )
8nrl each one w~s wounderl when thev exuose<l onlv
••

en erm holding

8

uole with fire on the end.

-

By continual ly wo~king

V
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the pll11ps the orpharno.;:,;e boys se_ved their home.

All houses ne::ir the

orphanage are destroye~.
rl1he 18s cue ,-forne we. s not A_s fortun8 te.

When the 'I'u.1,ks entered

the pl"ce they intenned to sl,gur:hter, but their leader objecte,.
girls were orrlsred to leqve at once.

1

~et soMe belonQinrr~ an~ WAS shot.

The

The F-J:t:mnuyi-1 · in chR.t'P:e turned to

One of the r;irls jumnen oveT' the

wall anrl escapei to a c~1rch where she tola eve~vone ell the other
girls~ Miss Buc~ley weT'e kille~.

Miss Buckley

WRS

SAfe in BeitschAl-

liY.1 .

,..,.,
~ ~e

• l
'nA•i t o 1_eAve
g1r_s
,l

-, l

a~~

' '
•
~neir

bl_Rn~e
'
t

.
+s, .be,is,
euc
,l

.

took the n out of the cit y , mtstrer:teil some of' tli.en, then

fll '

.1.!18

0

uhder A~er!c~~ ~sre, & seemed to be anxious thpt none be lost.

One

Since the fighting ceA se~ we were Rble to

All we co;J_1d p-rovj_.1e in the wci.y of bedoinR:

burlap st~ffe~ with

P

WP.s

burlap for cove-rs,

little stv~w for ~Rttres8 -- nothin~ else.

fie

There

ere 73 of these women -- dirty, lousy~ hungry.
l'he Turkish officials h8Ve been ouite 2nxious to keep our> f-7"0orl

will.

'I'hey e.re exceerli:ngly courteous~

Ali Bey, the con:r'nPinr'.ler o:f the

which were
Ne.tionelist forces
they CRl l hi:n --

01'.'

,;,_
11

here, is

Kurd,

P..

[')Dr!.

,g

fine 1"18.n -- Kuled,a.e Al:i.

!\li the Swoi.:•0.1'r
2

is~ very intelliRent mqn & seems ~eterminerl to hRve peqce he~e.
the lower class Turks ere not friendly with Armenians,

not friendly with A.me!'ican3.
-- two missionaries, --

~

But

therefore

They hAndled Miss ~inslie & Miss HArdy

1"0Uf(i11y

R

few evenings A.9.:o.

?lfiss Ainslie

r;raboed o~e Turi who hnn shoved her, & p.s she helr'l. hir.:. by the coll~n·
sa id ,

!I,·

••

..-J8lt.

till I n:et a ~en,JRr•me to arrest you."

A. Turk t":len rRised

.33(o

bei!1fs
his rifle to shoot, but insteFdl of/\scareri she said !!You don't dare

shoot an .l .!"l.eric:::m."

'1:he ?--1utese-reef was quite oisturbed ~ibout these

incidents.

In t':'le market I have ha:i consi0eN1ble trouble buying grBin or

any kind of food.

I 1 m the nfood com_ilissioner 1' here

:i( hRve to. p1'.'ovlr1e

for 8000 ,1,.rmenians,. so when the 'T' 11rks mA0e a boycott l'lRR.inst !\rr:ienians they include~ me in

I h2d to get sneciel permisRinn from the

gover~nent to buy rice, salt, etc.
f ooC!.- s :' >J me,

t. . 'ne

9ut now thµt one ~urk is sellin~

ot. h. 8:!'"'S are seein~ they Rre loslng trade, so eve.,,.y

d&.J. . ri.o\~ ?~!oslexns b.,~ ing sa.n1ples

01"'

rice and 1..-1heR_t they t..Jant to Rell ..

1he 4rmenian~ in ~y fRmily e8t a ton

- -- >
,

1 .-::...:,

=~?
docto rs

~e~2
~

~~~

wor~e~s,

is th~t ~elp is comin~ this WAY in the shane of

food suonlies, clothinq, berl~in~ e~c.

~his snun~s

·--,·,
--· ·_~.-. ..-

dPys ~go ~e ~ade a Rt~te~ent which is ~Rther siqnific~nt.

Discuss-

ing the fi3:ht, he SBid the Turks were ar.11erJ n·ot for massa.crin.r:i:: Armeni s~s nor even f"or fir:-r1 ting the Frencr1, but in orrl.er to be nrepared

to resist P..ny rlecision . 0f the PeBce Conference 0etriment:=il to Turkey.
He said he was rletermined to hRve peace~ good ~overnment in Marash,

but that if the French Rtteroryted to return he would not be Able to
keep the oeople ber>e

11

f-i:>om killina.: eBch other!], whic~ means he coula

not prevent a mas~Hcre.
Two d2ys R~o we saw th.e 'T'urk ;--rs tional is ts on nRrarie.

a.bout 800
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or a 1000 of them mRrchei thru the streets behind a b0nrl.

None we~e

in uniform, except a ff,1-1 weP..ring F'rench uniforms, but all hA.d severr-11
rows of c8rtridge belts,· end either MBuser rifles or shotr:uns,. knives,
pistols;

Even boys of twelve were mRrching along with 011 Mlskets

or shotguns.

I had my camera on the job, 0nd they even stooue~ the

parsrle · to heve Dhotos t8ken~

Some 81'.'1:lYl

too aYln.oyint?, to m0 ke st.9~rinR: in MRrash
fo J.".'th srmy for Ms,,ash in 2 yeRrs.
1

Bur, the r'rench foun0 them
worthwhlle ..

'1'his :--n.FJ.kes the

First the Gerrr18ns,

then CRme

the ::i:r-, 5 lish, next r;he F'rench, & here we ere with '1'urks runnlni:i: thinr~s

l_';!"u.st close for tor1ir~ht,

this

a.s it is late.

Will write mnre before

of love to all Pt home, from

StRnley.

Stcnley 3. Kerr Collec~ion

Prope~ty of SusRn ~. v~r~

~arRsh, MRr. 21, 1920.
(.Sunday l\.M . )

Dear .i fother,

I still have the lette:,-, I wi:>ote ,i1J.st two weeks

Rs

there

h8s ·oeen no ch-S:.nce of vnA.ilinrr it, exce·0t thru 'l'ul'.'kish nost.

T 1 ll

t

Ake a

chance on the 1.,. tter> someti:':1.e soon.

tein mails ere by the l~9t lette~ I WPote.

2go,

You cP-n see how uncerI have rAre8~ all the

letters from home which Dr. Lambert bPou~htt & conclu~e that env
. .,

le~te~s you wrote between·Nov. 2 and Nov. 30 were captured by the
bandi~s ~eRr Aintsb.
I never ·::ro-c therr:i,

StuArt soe~ks of sending½ rloz • . films, but

"'n"l yon spoke about having sent so'Tie flas!:s, which

The F ~UFre of linen c~~e O.K., 8lso so~e Literary Di-

~o-:;e my lette!'.s reacherl you Rll r.i.rtht.
office never notified you t~~t the lelief Shin

insiste1 on ~y st~yin~ in berl as lonq as my temperature wns not norma!, en~ a f9w d~y s longer,

so now I am O.K. again.

I certainly

hsd all t~e attention one coul1 wish for, as I live in the hosoital,
~

t~erafore ha~ 9lenty of nurses, etc~

Snyrler took chsr~e of the

foo1 distribution while I was in be~ and now I 1 m lettin~ him keep

The food situation here is still t11is -- th11t all trrneniRns,
or 90% of them would stRrve if we ~id not fee1 them.

feeain~ 9000 peonle, usin~ l½ tons of rice a rlay And
of b~eBd ( little flat loPVes).

We ere still

10,oon

16Rves

Just now we are ~bout out of "Tloney,

so if we cannot sell a rl~~rt the food au.poly will stou~

33q
The ~enerPl situqtion in the city is fairly goo1, & business
is goin12; on, with only 'rurk shopkeepe rs on the job.

No ;~rmeni:-ms

dere open t:i:1eir shops in the baza,grs, but have little ''curb!' stores

in the sections where only Armenians live.

Our IndustriB_ l nepRrt-

ment is .a ;i vin~-::: work to hund.reds of women,. sewing, spinnin;z:, weav-

25 men mP..kinrt

ing, etc., & we h:::ive

shoe .s .

'11 he Tur:-:s still hi:1ve -oBrades ::3.n11 de'nonstr::, _tions once i.n

H

while~

They ~urned anot~er church a few nights a~o, Rn~ the next dRy hA~ e
war -~;::;~e3 arounrl Bei.tseh,g llum o:rDhi=ma,ze

in the eve~in~.
8

:l;:

SA.ir'l. they woulri burn it

Miss Buckley was over heY>e at the hosnital in the

fter,!oon, la 1 .1.a:hirni

8

t their thr>e.q ts, but when she went back to the

notified ~hs g~~1~r~es thgt if e fire started it woul1 be their

.

l,.1 1.:.:.

.

:,._: ~- ; _..: __:. ..... ;;

~~~ 7

ja~t one Turk so bRdly he couldn 1 t walk away,

~

3ut the Turks say openly they intend to bu~n

th8

c~~~~~a~e,

since it w~s sue~ a stronghol1 for French & Armenian

tab, but the ~urks here seem to hRve some news which makes them think
the Fr ~nch will return to MArAs~.

arQund

_,__.
1J

~

:1e

They ere ~ig~in~ trenches ell

drillin~ new recruits every day.

'T'hey say they

have a list marie of ~r~enians they will kill if there is mo~e fiRh~in~:.

"We won I t kill women .:c chil0Y'E-m next titqe.

'T'hey say,

Yesterday

B

notice

WR8

rr

put uo in the m2rket savin~ thRt the

Allies had taken Constantin ople after heavy fightin~, & hai captured
the ~overrnnen t buildinrs;s , etc.

It then said thRt all Turks rn2~t be

rear3y to defend their conntl'.'y "\: keeo AnA.tolia fr>ee of forei~n P.i:>mies.

So tod2y when a report cRme that the French were on .their way ba.ck

to Merash,

every6ne was uneRsy.

We don't know whether Any of these

reports are true or not, but there seems to be some ~rounds for believing them.

We have been waiting Rnd waitin~ for more relief

workers to co~e, but none hPve come.

~ineteen csmels arrived About

two weeks ago with sllpplies for us -- me~icines , blankets ,
etc.

cotton,

Also 8 telegrsn c~me sayin~ R rAureRent ative of the Amer. ~overn-

ment was on his way from Isl8hie here, but a secoh~ mess~~e sai1 he
could not ~et thru •

So Mr. Lyman tele~ranh ed that he coul~ ~et thrur

.~ to '-'":::ive i t he wo 1 1l!l

to tsl!'.1hie :1,: brinP: him b8ck.

P:o

So ·Mr. Ly-

ms.n left suddenly on horseback P,bout six dF:ys ago with six 'l'u-rkis½

gendermes ,
yeste-:'d ,3 y.

enter

~~s

& hasn:t been heRrd of since.
'.1.i i2

!:"e all r;ui te anxious

He shoul~ have returned

2: bo :1.t

himt for he woula h,:;ve to

+

?ren8~ l i~~s 8t Isl2~ie without Rn escort,
;e 1on 1 t

he is ~~o ~ably ne t

A

~now who the ~~erican is,

any more than t~at

1!plom8ti c ~enresent ativ~, but

If it 5..s the lP.tter, I will move bHck to 'tiilEs on

stRy he"e in the hoRoitsl.

4lso if it is

R

1 !"

there a~e mRny

8

pelief worker.

11ouse ',: let hivri

relief wor~e~, ~r. ~11-

son, ~rs. Wilson~ Snyaer will le~ve for ~mericR RS their ter~s Rre

If n0 one else comest will be rlirector here, a~ainst my wishes.

up.

Dr. Lr:: ·nbert left s,_ lette--· behind w!-1.en he left 1:1nnoint:i.n;:r. ITJe rlirector

to s .1.ccesd D:,-,,. Wilson, but tol:3 me notl-1.irnr. about it.
1

I centP...inly

won 1 t keep the job b~t a~ willin~ to act for a short time until another m~n can come.

I

think this job requires an olaer man & one

who w:tll hs.ve more influence with the Turkish ~ove!'nmen t t:um I could

eve!' heve ..

~hey ~ust send more workers here.

The missionari eR Are

of course workinR hqrrl with the ~eneral relief proble~s.

Without

their hel-p we co•.1.ldn. 1 t r!o A thinr:.

'de hRve follr buildirrn:s for 11.osp·:!.tP.ls ,

all full, k mRny ~eRths every ~ay.

mhere w~s oujte ~n epidemic of
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Flu for a while, but it is over now.
died from tetsnus,

~8S

HP..ny of the wounrled Prench

gan~rene, etc.

Must close anil P-:O to Dr. Wilson's house, where I 1m inviter'l for
dinner.
All the Turks cind Armenians R.re sellin!=r. Rll their "9ronerty as
fast 8.s they can, feRring a -ret 1 1rn of the French ..

very che~p now,

&

will get some.

I

ci::;n buy ruP.:s

~ot a ~ood pair of fiel~ ~lasses

for h ~1:sjidehs ( ?2 .J.11)) yeste:rnBy , Re will ,ret

Eo~~ t o h ave letters from home soon.

P.

n:oorl ruv. Roon ..

How is everybo1y At home?
Give my love

Lots of l~~e to ~e 1

&

Stu~~t

~

Merion

from
Stanle:r.

·, ':r-irash, :'urkey.
Mar. 21, 1920
-Su.n-;Ja~r, h P. ,l .

1

P.S.
Just

?.-. .:..l'-

---=.;

so will write it in

this le~ :: e-~.

mutessres f (zovarn0~) Gn1 the new ~ilit0ry com~Pnrler came to call,
bo::h of' t '.ne:.: -;:':;rkish e.:rmy Lieutenan t Colonels.

1

lie

Bskeri if they har'l

any ne ,:s o:f Lymen, ,'(: the military comNander 8ns1.--Jcr-ed "Oh, yes! " Ee
0

then told the story, es follows.
~r . Lyman left MGPBS~ 1~ith 2bout six genrlPrmes k Rn offieer.
When they were About two hours distance from the French lines the gendarmes rem8ined behind, and Lym.9 n rode on tor.:ether with t 1-10 "'urkish

civilians and a white flgg.
on them w:i.th

B.

The French outnostR however opened fire

ni.schine i;,;un (Vms bearinR; out their renutRt:to n where

white f'i !'.1.P-.-. s are concerned . )

Ly:11Rn ·\-:' th e t wo

rp

,
urx:s

tl
J1.rew

th_ e!11se_ves
1

342.
on the p:roun,1,

none too soon, for the t'-'lO hor-ses of the 'T'urks we-re

1i:

both kille-i, & N-r·. Lyman 1 s hot>se s1-iot thru the eAr.

tbout thirty

F'rench sol di e!'s now surroun-ied them & after '.' c<ipturin.z q the!l'l. ( 1,.,ri tl-i.01..:;, t

fi:-idinp.: sny· :>esisti=mce) bouno Rll thre(j of them

he;:; 7quert·e rs.

. !·fr . Ly1ni:i.n t'l:ley took thru

2.

9.r,

took them to

b8rbe0 wire enclosure, while

the ti.ro T1s..::.rks they left 0utside with one Prench soldie 1... P.:UP,r:'linP.:

4fter weitinq a lon~ time the two ~urks ~ot impatient & in a

But when they reportea to the officer he
1-fR.!J

not s~_tisfie:j ~-~) retu:rn 1,Jithout 11,,1:·e . LymPn, so lR.ter on went to
-::;"•y,,=,.,.,,-,'...,
- - ,_. .._ ..,_....,. _._

,.;,...,"'"'
~ - ~ , ...,~

'---~·-rg,::,lf'
~----.:.- ~·J... -..)

;:,r,,..>
...... ~.1-.J

'•'J:>S
tco7-'l
~-1 ..... .._
•J
---.

but

WAS

t:'n;:,t· Mr
'.J

'.,I

.•

"

T~fY11J:>n
w·..,"'
.1..1, ,
G•~
J.. ..... . . .,_

~oing on to Aiana.

theT'e w1·t:h
: . ~---

J

..,

'L'he 1'urk

story, so I decirl ed to write it :'lown bei'o:re I

Ly.:nn.n 1 s bel0vei here) is sick tor'l,=,y, nerh::iDs

Mar8sh

~

is enjoyi~q

~

VPcation in Arlana.

We will probably he 2r

';'he -,~utesereet confirms the re:-Jo r t of trouble in Constantinople
s_,y.i_nq there is no com:nunicgtion with thrit ci ty .

~~st clos e ,

RS

suoper is rearly.

IJ0 ts of· love,

fro m
StR.nley .

?.S.S.

The T 1 s h"'ve 17-iven out 1-"'ifles t,-,rlay to all men in ~r:8.rash .

SEK.

( ??)

3~3
To Mfs. James q_ Kerr
Darby, Pennsylvanj_a

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Pr6perty of Sus0n E. Kerr

P.$.

I employed a girl· yesterday , &
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find she is a niece of Sa::nuel Melkongan
of Tarsus!

Marash, Turkey.
Mar. 28, 1920.

She knows how to keep books,

run a typewrite~ , speRks French, En~lish,
Turkish & Arr;:.enia.n, -'l.c is just 19 yrs. olrl.
Some

secy l !

As lon3: as this is Sunday P.}'!. I will write a letter, but I

ca.n I t see much use, as there is no mail these dr-cyg -- at le8st it Roes
& co:~-::: s mi.:::hty 1 i ttle.

'1:'hree eveninQ;s aq;o a 1 ot of' mail cP.me thru

Turkish ~ost by way of AintRb, k I waR sw8mned with business letters
fron Alappo, Const8nti nople, etc. & one lone letter from home written Vov. 25, tc~a~her with two peck8fes of LiterRry Digests~ one of
It seems that all of these herl been cantured
by t\ s

~~~d~t2 ~~J

killed Johnson and Perry near Aintab, but auparent-

ly -: ::. 2 ~1.:.:~-1.:s h.s::; -:' :-ecovereri the mail for us.

So ".fother~ your letter

an eventful & tragic
jour~ ey.

I wcs ~18~ to ~et it, even if it was four months ola,

~

the

My but 1 1 m ~1~a I renewed my contract to stBy on here in MRrashl
The ot.n.ers who sRid. they.. 001.110. not_ stay are still here, si.mnl~r bec~1.1se

they cRn 1 t ?et out with enouqh RssurRnce of sAfety to encourRge the~
to try.

InsteA.rl of c;:ettirnz better, condition s in t"!-lis country ::ire

gettin.2: to be mo:i:•e ''noubt.fuJ. 11 every day. -- thgt is, no one knows just
wh8 t is to come next.
rumors,

And here in Mar1rnh. we hear no real news, only

which ere certainly not very encouragin g.

But first I r11ust tell 8.bout Mr. LymB.n.

If you got the letter

I wrote last Sunrlay you .rerrte'nber I tolr3 about r.-rr. Lyman i:rninr: to Is-

lahie, & the reoort we qot of his beinR attacked by the French.

We
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all thou.g;ht the story quite a. fine one , but too much so to be true.
So when

8.

few rl.ays ari:o

A

troop of rrurki sh genn.arme s rode by the hos-

pi tel in the rain escortin~ two A~ericRns I rRn thru the rain to the
colle~e to i:;-;et -1:;'1.e fi'!'.'st news.

Lym:::m hs.d returne.., with Dr. Bell,

ac co:nDanied by ten ~endr.irmes & e. 'l'urki sh "inte,,.pre ter" fro:-n Cons tantinople,

(Bell is here for roeflical work,

And appRrentl y not nolitic::i.l . )

Lym.e.n ~onfi.rmed. the story the rrurks hPd toln about him.

When he an ...

pros.c:-1--=/i the enr4 of his journey a French mRchine _mm opened on him,
killing two ho~sea.

Later when he reache~ French quartePs the two

Turks with him r;:ot tired of weitinf-;

?,:

niir,ht with the· ')fficer in charr,:e,

heerd his account of the ret:reat

T

--

Dr. Bel~ ,

••.: ,

·1

f".I .L _:_ ..L

9.:

escaped.

tell about later.

bu t ~ "~ton to ~18DR by ~ail,

M;r-., Lym::i.n spent the

A,t Islah:ie LymP-.n found

then rAturned ~~1th his com-

pany se ,:; 0ut f,:- :· :·:C:r 2 sh.
At Islehie ~~ ey say ei~ht carloa~s of foo~ suoTilies are sto~ea

waitinq ooportu~i ty to be sent to Ma~2sh by cR~el.

We rton 1 t wRnt t~e

sturf, ~s we can buy it here cheqper than the cost of cer.,,..yin~ it from

Islahie.
buy.

They snould h8ve sent clnt~in~ & other things we cannot

But Ball b~ought 2000 lirRs (810000), which ce:rtainly wa~ a fine

thing, for we we.,,..e

!3

l re io.d v in de':Jt here.

ful, excent thBt it ~ainad. Pll the time.
skeletons of b01ies

1)f

The net-1s

~

WR.s

unevent-

Alon~ the roarl ~Are the

the L\.r:.11anians who ne':"ished durinp: .the awful

retrea~ from Msr8 sh on Feb. 10-13.
I developed ,

'T'he ty,i p b2 ck

Bell took some photo~rRp hs which

will enclose some.

tr·1cr~, b"?ou.ght

11s

fron1 Isl~ hie was

rR

they, s ca.nty - - they

knew only thst the British bsd taken ConstRnti nonle -- that there was

Turks were con tiT1ually b:reR kinf! com:-1uni CR t:i.ons between Isl :,_hie Px: A.nana..
At -oresent we hc:ve no cor.ixnunj_c ation with Const.,nti nople at All.

'11he

'l\1rlrn here t2ke orders from "\Tuste.nha. De:::>mal P8 sha, in Si v::i.s & recognize him as their le8~er.

1

A leaain~ Turkish merchant o f Marash

WP~

in a few dRys aRo &

in addi.tion to t~lkin~ business spoke about the loss of their capital.
Iie sP. irl it rie8ns r.1.1)~ch to 811 jJfoslems,. for when the '3ulten is not in
1

power no ~oslems ere callei to prayer -- since the SultRn is t~e heq~
of th~ir religion,

~

CPlls the Moslem world to n~Pyer.

qe. sno~e Al-

so about E.hver PAsh!'.?. ';:: HBlil Pasha, who he sgys are brinP.:ing two
-·1·
• ' 8.rmies
·
f rom
.
1-h
,.,
.
+tt ' - d · 2.
.bO.
sne·.riE
v._e · v:=J.lJ.CaSUS
vO

a

aC:e{ .Ln lae

The leA.din~ '.'.:urks here a.re vev,y much disturbed about something
just now, i:c are ~ellinR: out 2,n d n°ckin(s up.
to me~ t8ke ~r~fts on Alenro instearl.
a d~ ;f ~ or recsi n ~,
R;oocL:; ::..~-: :,ur

::.':~,.;sf;S ~

~

ri:'hey brims their• golri

One man would not even take

even offePed to uay us if we would store his
'T'here rs

th~t he ls here ~o st~rt

R

8

reg son.

Our ;',futeseree f is to 1eR.ve

Bolshevik regime.

~he rich men here,

know:i.n.g :'1.R t this rr,er;ns t11e o:ovf"lrn.'rlent will sei ?,e thelr nroT)erty,
nabJ.Y'ally 13.re exch!rnr.:irn:i: 211 they heve f'or checks.

One birt rvroslem

erlvise~ ~e secretly to fill our bin~ .with all the fno~ we neea fb~
some time, which we have ~one.
0 1>:1er rumors flo.a.t in -- for examnle
came i:-i with fresh wounds.

R.

few days aP;o sorrie 'I'urks

l1 hey ha.ri been surnrsied by some French

not very fAr from MRrqqh, twelve of them were killed~ twelve wounded.

So the Turks now have tr~nches rlug in front of the city,

sending soldie~s to ;~ana

~

IslBhie to fiITht.

have any time to 6ome back here.

~

are

I rlon 1 t think the French

~hey Are too busy keeping the ~Ril-

t'oad onen.

In the mRil which cgme e few ni~hts a~o wes e tele~ram sAnt from
Const.crntin rYole on Feb. 12 s.oyin12: nFami 1y inquirinP: fo-r StPnley f<.:PY'r .

Wire answer.

11

•

It is inroo s si bl e to answ:=i r now, but I 1 m sure you hAve

had cAble~rems ~alore by this time from Arnol~, LAmbert & GrPthern.
You must ha.ve h.::irl news eR.rly of the tronble in ;-,1 qr>Rsh if you cRblen

before Feb. 12.

Thanks for such promnt attention!

I hone you nev-

er got the letter I ~rv·ote two ni;i:hts before th8.t,. becR 1 lse I · WR s su.,.,e
it was :, goodbye" when I WY'ote my nostscrir.,t & I w:r>ote it; in such R

hurry I ~unDos0 it %1st have been 8nythin~ but assuring.
'DR,rl
....

a

letter from

'[)re

.
)
CrRthern also, whom you will remem~1er

left with the French in cider to care for the American women & for

the A.r;nerlian refugees nn the WflY \: at Isla~ie.

qis aescription of

that retreat WRS the s~me we herrd fro~ others -- it was terrible!

From the start the wePther WPS feArfully cold , but on the thirrl ~ay,
- -·:

.-;-

•J.:.!..1......''

six 1:'io1p:•s wslk from IsLi_hie,

the r:re!?t snowst0r;11

berr,sn.

hours.

One o :J. ::

i' everY three rleri shed.,

old, ~alked ever? sten of the 75 miles, but our ladies "O~e nert WRV

k some hsd fro~en feet.

From !slahie they All went to A~Rna.

the 4maricans too~ B boPt fro~ uersin~ to Bei~1t.

~hen

CrAthern cRme uu

come,so he went b8ck to ConstRnt.
The Prench officer wtth whom Mr. Lym~n stayed the night before
he reache~ Ialehie (lAs~ weAk)
be e.n ;:i-:-rion.n:

~A~

been in thRt terrible ~etreRt.

the French reinfo:rcemen ts w::1ich

C"lme

to

V;,grgsh

on

Feb. 8, ~:: h~id t'lro,,m the r'reneh troops 8.roun'1 the city tiJ_l col'll.l'IJUni CRtion w9.s :--nPde wlth t>1e co~-· 'l.Anr'let'

here.)

'rhen on the night of t'1.e

evac1u:1tion he;;,: ~1is trocrns y,emr;dned on the eri,Te of the city tiJ.l five

oclock the next m0rning in or~e~ to cover the retreRt

rear from

9tt2ck by the ~urks.

behin~ in the colle~e that niPht

~

nrotect the

'I'he ?rench of'f:lcer· who h2.n sti,ved
~

leter st~rted out at three A,¥,

:,4g
12:ot thru safely.

'I'hen 811 the troo-os left at five oclock.

'Tlhe of-

ficer who WRs t8llin~ this to Mr. Lym8n SRid he hPd seen seven yea~s
of W8r, but hart never exnerience d or seen such terrible suffeI'in~

as that three dey 1 s retreat to Islahie.

Naturally , those of us who

stayed behind a-re not sorry we din. so, but i:it the time of the evRcur:,tion the o~h8rs were either tellin~ us we we~e fools to stay o~ a~mitt e :-1 th"'t they we·c'e runninP.; awR.y from n.uty.

In xy first letter home (mailed Feb. 10 from he~e) I tol~ how those
Zeitoon ~en cqrried a tele~r8m with them back to Zeitoon 1

~

promise~ to take it over the mountAins to Ban.jin.

them two

I

R:P.Ve

hRa

cooiss on tissue DGcer an~ a 1raft for SlO0 pay~ble to the man who
delivere~ the ~2ssa~e~

of th2~2

~~n9~ : ~~

Dr. CrgtheY>n tells us th~t from Zeitoon five

~auntsine ers sRt o ~t for HRajin with the telegrem

'L'hree of the~
-~) e -~is~-:: :j.

It

mh~ t w0s the first news whlch reqche~ Alenrio bf the
~Jf.....
Pn::l
-""lh
·•
.. ,'"':l
...... .

I reme~bey, when wn

to tho~e

Zeitoo::-I :::.an th8t nic··rd:; someone :1sked 1'00 you triink you cRn Y>e8ch
H<idj in'? '1

rpn
· ey
....
·~

11 Tt··
-'- -

pr)<::,<,T;::,·rerl

~ , .: ..... ;"i ··-' •

.

~ ,

the rness8c.~e till we die~"

,.,o l'!>~
n ,..,t:
l ! .. .
""

-..J

... ,

••

1 .,1

J

'

no
-

\..

ODA
_.,,

C r::.·. ,n
l

•

~-1/e

will · CP.rry

'I'hree of them din. ci::r-ry till rle~th.

'The latest rnrn0r• is the.t tli.e 3ri ti..sh hc;ve lannen bip: .for-ces at
Alexendre tta

~

are now 8t KRtma.

big coiur1;_n of British
on the wp_y to M~~esh.

P-,;

A ~urk here cl8ims to hAve seen A

.

ItA.lians on. their ·we.y to .<illfs, which means

"'Trks he.re oeny this , but

11

evicience'l m~kP~ me

believe it.
Two dAys a~o the Govern~en t re~uested Dr. Wilson to turn over
all able bo1ie~ French so11iers under ~mericRn cRre .

Wifteen of them
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went, as -ori sone -r> s of W8r, for. the Turkish government says the
French & Bri·tish hgve broken the terms of the A.r!'n:Lstice by fi~htin~,

~o Turkey is now in a state of war.

Tomorrow they ~re ~oing to send

some of these urisone-i:•s to Ain.tab.

?

This morning e._ teler.:rRm ca.me from Hustanha Kemel PPsha -- { the
head of this 1'u.rkish mili tAry movement )_ to. the governor here in MArRsh
sta.ting th!C>_t ArmeniB.ns Rn,4 L\mei::"ic,ms must heve no . communicRtion with
The Tu:--kish inteT'-oreter who brmwht the messMr.e to l)r.

Wils:::;,::i explained this w::::s

war meHSUY'e,

:=i

French, 3ri tish or ItaliRns.

t "'e-,rrJ ,...o·· ·,,..:;
v'

.!.i.

:_.L..!.,• ..l

v-.o+V

1""
~"."'
V

.!.J. 1

ch2t t'.1.'=Y -~·' .)'111

+-o
-.,,,

::"::)"G

~i·11'-ab·
l,,~
)

;I_

x,, meRnt no <ie,a.lings wi+;h

H11en l,1rs. Wilson asked if this meFmt
on the way b8.ck to A.merica, he ans1-.rere<i

rro be.ck in th Pt

,Urection, but could p;o by WHY

So the chHnces are no Ame-ricens will leave

''2::e ~elief

' --·' .'):'k

is of course our' most imno1·tA.nt nuty,
'he
-r,_

It

ih'2: tc_-= :;.,:);..J.:c.ris of' ~he w:;,1-·,

t en ,:;nnus::>n,.
',
.
~ !I
•
, c 1 EH:,ninP:

1n)

&

~4·'.:>

0,.•
'!-;-

.

"¥":a-·""'
~..1-ve

P:,."11'?
1J_,_._

millionaires before the

5%

llwf-lr

11

~et food,

07.

bre~~

:Sven men who were

a_re now beP.:!!in::r for blankets, shoes ,

of the Armenians CRn crovide their own food.

are livin~ someti~es 100 in~ house.
clean,

etc, etc.

'l'he cost nRr -oerson is ebout 3S

So we feer1 on s wholeFJ.<=ile 1'.)lr-m.

Not

5.5

nress-

person ner riRy, with 1rierJ neRs, berns, etc •. sub-

stttuted o:::ce in~ while for rice .

anything.

eveT-y

orph8ns,

m9kini:r clothing for everybody,

Our ~enu is Bnnroximetely thi s for 9,000 people. --

~

~

They

Our job is to see that they keen

wh2t little clothin~ we can make.

No Armenians

hPve dered even yet to o~en their stalls in the markets.
We hope 4me~1ce is takin~ some definite action on the Armenian

question, now thct they see it is not settlea yet.

~ecor-mi zin.:r

.'350

Armenia a.s a nation rJoe s no good until a good g:overnment exists in

Turkey.

'I'he 'l'urks themselves 1,rnnt goor'l R:ovey,nment & wouln welcome

a mandatory by Ttngland or A!11ericH ~

Must close now & write more lP.ter.
home,

from

Stgnley.

To the fa~ily of James q_ Kerr
Darby,

Pennsylvania

LoAdf' of' love to 911 pt

StRnley E. Kerr Collection

Pronerty of Susan E. Kerr

?>5.1

F'rom

S.E. Kerr

To

~ll the fanily

Subject

Marash, Turkey.
Apr~ il, 1920 ..

Nothlrn;: much

It's just seven P.M. Eester Sun~ay, an~ it hRs certRinly been
a fine a~y, even if not like Rn ~As~er in Dqrby.

A.11 · the churches

hnvi:r..r2: been b1.1:rnen except th-ree (whic.h P.re now tenement housAs), we
h.~d no c1.,_urch se-nvice, but ,,yj 11 rrnve

Ase ~esult I foun~ en

e~~

11

P.

s:i.nrrn tonio:rit ..

unrle~ my pillow,

~

whole nests.

of the~ on the t~ble t~is mo-nnin~, oAinte~ All colo~s of the rRinbow.
War doesn 1 t inte~fere with holidays here.

\lsn you probably remem-

So~ehow,

so~eborly here At the hos-

7

..

j

';.

~·

tr8nce of a con:::18 of' beP. 1 .1 tiful r-z:ifts r:ilJ. 101 led un 1n flowers --

piast-ne~ to buy
center of

11

A

fine niece of Mprash nee~lewo~k for me --

R

tRble

kett-:n" cloth with r'l-,..,Pv-m w0rk by the best !;rmenian neer'lle-

i-rnrker in the city~

The dRy hR 0 on1 y begun,

for

WA

hR.n a .:,:,:,e,q t

11i n-

ner -- .i11st i'.118.P.:ine nistnchi..o nut ice c"'ea::-1 with chocolRte s21-:ce,

~

a c~ke with a bi~ Sin the fcin~, v!olets ~rowinrr out of the icin~.
The cook wAs resoonsible for all this.

~hey mRde the cream by ~et-

tinR now fro~ the cRves in the motu~t8ins.
this.

In the evenin~ I had to operAte

menle!l. wor-ket•s here coul(i_ hBve
9.P.}1.

A.

"sing.

R
11

Vi~ilante 1s wes never like
little orqan so Rll the ArSo it

WP

s nui te a bj_17 rlay.

The t·,ro Turki s1:1 'io c tors who work here in the ho soi t P.l CHme in

t o cRll this eveninq: ,

80

I invited them to snnner, ?x: then founn the,..,e

3S2.
WP..s a

Turl-ci.sh

eAt alone,

i;.,1ornan wh.o::n

I

must

also invj_te RS she wo11lrl otherwise

so we just finished our meRl, five of us -- the Turkish

womR.n,. Dr. AliDunn·Bey ( a CiY'cRssion ) ?,: Dr. Ei1:ri.i Bey ( a Turk),?-:,

Miss Lenin, the ~erman mRtron of the hosoitAlJ who hAs lived in MRrash
as a missiongry for trm vesrs & c,sn ti:ilk 'l'urki8h lik'e

I like Ali Dunn very much.

He seerns to be

very coilrteous to Bll the nurses

,'Ir,

I '7 p~~ien
' •
t.snow, ~?
) r' o_f' t.
, h em '11,
'
u.
..lrKs

workers.
l

A.

r.:oor'i

'''-':arP..shli ''.

8

doctor, too, "c is

We hRVe in th1.s hosni t2l

French-Al~erian,

&

1 French

Ali :)urm o:ives this lRst sol·-Her

such

that t'he o tr'-'-er
I

don•t like livin~ in

R

don 1 t like it.

hosnitsJ. :nuch

AS

there is noise so

B8rl y in the ~0~nin~, but the ~r~enian women WOY'kinR here Rre scR~ed

to

an Americsn msn is here,

too ..

We h~ v3 :~~ae ~~sn i~sls now, one for Turkish wounded, one for Armen-

'l'his o=.-iJ>:. the :"i:i.,,c,t of the mnnth I hRve h.i::in tn P1nke out repo:rts for

lir8S ~Old,

(il~,-500) WAS snent for fOO~ for the lrmenians in t'he City,

not count ino.: our ~Jrphnn8(,~e s.

'T'hA In-'lnstri al work has been enl n..,...ge d

making shoes, etc.

ere ~any,
not true.

~

the latest is that WP.r is on at Aintab.

Perhaps it is

_1-ln .aeroplane s~iiJ.e:i ovey; the edP:e of IVTP.res11 at a hig11. Rl-

titude ye s ter~~Y & went AWRY a~ain towRr~s Aintab~
· Mr. L:/1,,an returneri ye2terday from· leitoon.

If you have been

readin~ anything about Armenia you probRbly have heRr~
which is ·f nmous for the br8.ve Ar!llenlan Yllen ~.: women.

of

~eitoon,

'll'h.e 'T'urkish

P:OVBT'n-

ment here is anxious thRt there be no war between 4rmeniRns % ~irks

in. Zei toon,

to

so R.sked Nr. Lyman and a 1 e,~o ing Armenian preacher here

with a 'TurkJ.sh represent .s tive to e.sk the Zeitoon neople to P.:ive

q:o

up all their ar,ns and arr,munition.

~"fr. Lyman aR:reed to

P-O,

but nid

not for~et that in 1915 a qerman missionAry had done a similar thing
and e.iiviseri the ~eitooners to be obedient to the ~over>n!llent.
result the ·~eitoon men

}1,qn

gj_ven up their ri:fles & im-nediately the

whole A~menian nonuletion of 40,000

So ,Then I'-'Ir. LymBn reA.ched Zei toon ,
~c~~~~in,

the

Of these, l~,ono

denorted.

WRs

A

two zh ys ride by horse over
1

he found that all the Armenians of the town and ~ur-

roun~in~ vill2~es were livinF in a big barrecks on the top of a steep

~~~~
•...,

1

~

c~ra for t~e job ~f tpkin~ rifles from the Armeni,,;,,.
l-,
~ A
_;i.,
_J...,._._,

-:- .,.._::.. =:-.=.
J . ~ ·-

- -

..

P.Yl-'1.

s ti ,..,T,ed. up

the

the~e to kill the

One ~An who tolrt Ly~Rn these
whic1---~ ·':1e9-r: s

:.re ,,ms the only t,.rrnenian in his villa,:rn who pos-

"71U~h.

sesse~ P ~un -- e ~ouble bqrreled shot ~un.

of '."iis cs..::::e \: said,
aw.s

0
:

11

One rlay A Turkish friend

Gome outside the villPge with rne.

ir

'i:'hey walked

tof".et~ie:-, & when out oi' the villi:ipe the Turk sain, "Le1we your

P:Un her8 .IJ

'rhe .t,1'.'meni8.n sRid ir'I'hen you rfl.ust P..lso leave yours. "

'l'urk refused, but insisted that the Armenian lay his down.
latter-_ seid

missed~

11

non

to this the Tur·k jerker1.

'J'he

When the

his rifle up & fired, but

You can re8t Assured the next s~ot cRme from the A.:rmenia.n,

& if he ~i~n ' t

~ive the Turk both barrels he should hRve.

lived to tell Mr. Lyman thBt the Turk misRed him,

his story,

~

~

Anyhow he

then he stonned

merely sgi<l he didn't return to the villRge but came to

The next day a small b oy from the snme nlace also c9me to

Zeitoon.

Zeitoon

~

sai~ he was the only one of the seventy Armenians there who

had escaped.

All others were nassacrea .

Lyrn~.n thou~ht if the Zeitoon A.rmeniP.ns

/'.t.aVe

up tri.eir rifle:"!

what could they exuect -- just _whr:it the story above shows.

as they give up t~eir quns the Turks will slm1ghter them.

the rn.0.n

in

As soon
So when

the b?..1'.'r2cks on the mounb:.in said they · would die with

their _r•i fles rather than with.out them L:ymen was not surprisedo

r·etu:r:r:s d to M!3rssh ?,: reported. to the Muteseree f, who said,

He

"You have

if they h8.Ve not p;iven up their Brms. "
LyrlJ.8n ts 9.nswe ::· WP-" t~ q t

the Zei torm !TI.en h.ri d no reason to trust 8ny

they ·"'~-"' re :-:Je::>:'e-·,--: : v -rip:ht in keeping their i:runs for se1f nrotection ,

way -- t ~ e Zsito o ner 8 mu s t ~i v e up their ~uns~"
Today it is sai~

R

~2rkish cannon stRrterl on its way to 7eitoon.

Lyn-w.n i the _Armen.i <in who 1r.rn s with him Rre r~ ther c;e s gj_mi sti c about
the outlook for iettoon Armenians .

He ~ e in :r.1~.ra sr1 every thin~ :ts cuiet

rY,_

cond.i tion~ much better, ex-

ceot thst Armenians have prRctic~l ly no work.

:\rmeni8.n :f'.grms, sellirn.i:
e t_;c.

The Turks are working

a.1'."meni::-in stolen goons, milking Armenian cows,

What is needed here is a p;overnrn.en t t o riP,;ht a f'ew wrortr.:s.

Turks even brer: ,q bout the nurnbe:r of Armeni~ns they killer!
did

•

1.

.j..

I., •

They

SP.Y

8,::

how they

onenly that they had a;:i:l'.'eed on it befcreh:=mrl e

mB.n told one of' our employees "You are

R.

_The

One

friend of mine, but if you

had come to my house durin/:! the f:LJ:rht I woulrl hAve hP-0 to kill vou.,

for we all swore on the Koran to kill a11 Christien s we coulrJ. n

355
The Refuge home

Even our Arneric11n prope:>ty wasn't respected.

was burned & loote•i, the mount8in cott age was burned, & our two fP.rm
houses were looted.&: all the stock taken.

We even know which Turk

has our cows & donkeys, & we know who killed our best or:plrnnage · teacher, for he brags about havin~ m1t his throat & all his f8mily except

two sons~
I 1 ve heard some horrible stories

here letters · I

~lBVe

when there is

R

tvrote

~-

'!"'"}-::.
·J __

t-

. ,,..,,.,,

home

.g_

month

RP-:'O

I

1 1 11 enclose photos

o

ch1:mce tn .P'lail lette:.,-,s wit'rJ.out their hP.vinn: to go

I'.;I~J.st clos e.}. r?o -t o 1)e:'l •.
, _ ,.,_

know they are true.

is no tellinq: when my letter will get off to .Ar1ericR~

'l'her•e

still

&

Hope you h.a.ve Hll hed

, , ,_.,. _-,.._o ~-.. c:;::l,;
-~ .. ho.,..,;.e

p-:-r~
v11-....,:,t~..,,~,..._,y

L.t

I

__

g_

fine Easter

am well,

& in no

letter oo~es frc~ D~~by even if it is 3 months old5
.:.rt

,1_r:'7lenJr-.:: ·.,.rC),''11-, n. brouP:ht me R CRp knitted frorn A.nR:ora wool

P-nd

said I x~st take it to A~e ric8 for my mothers so Mothe~ you hRve Rt
le8st 0:r1e souvAni.r of 'ru.r;.rny eo,dn~ ..
I won I t be lef!.vj_ni Turkey before July

15, so you

cnn keep on writ-

in;r fol"' a while yet.

Lo~s of love to all Rt home ,
from
Stcinley

To the family of J?~es R. Kerr

Darby, Pennsylvania

StPnley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Mr>rR.sh,

'I'urkey.

Apr. lb, _19?0.

Deer Mother,,
It must be two weeks sinc.e I wrote lest, but still my lette?"s
are not ~alled & this one won 1 t ~et off for Alon~ tiMe ~rom the
looks of thin~s.

But I will write now before I forget everythin~,
I haven't written in my diary since the

Frecct left es there hRsn 1 t been ti~e e~ough.

The lRst time I wrote

I 0hi:'!·~, w,-,s _just before Snyrler .s.: IV,:r. Ly:-,-;8n st:'orted. off for Isle hie.
I 1he ,,::.:.t.-ss:;:r>ee .f hs-'1 czive-rt -oermiss :l.n n f'or them to q-_o,
tot?~~~~~~

them sa~e Fre~ch prisoners snd woun~ed.

Ad~~a, ~~en t~e
...',, .:::

.....:..

~~c~

They didn 1 t get

---...:.
,·

(Lf'

the

stolen ~i.~ h0rse .st t.11.e last rriim::.te.
~

even :=isker. them

RnimRls with Snyrler 1 s trunks, etc., t he n the

• '
Sll"JBS

mule,

,ii;:.

liken 15ttle houRe on

We sent to the Y11arket for

t~e ~est of the cPrAVAn went on.

2.

Sny~er is deliphted now that

he didn't qet stArtai, fo~ while he was WAitin~ for his mule, the
whole csrBvan came back.

The whole crowd had ~one thru the city~

was j11s~ on the roR1 to Islahie when a ~enrlPrme ro~e up% SRirt an order ~R1 been issued thAt they could not go.
brrRss,rJ.ent of r,1,;rsrling back t:1!'n the city.

why they were ?alle~ back,
buck~

SPY

~

So L v~1An h::i cl the e!"lWe '.'Jon I t know even :vet

the ~overru~ent officiRls All nass the

it was~ mistAke, but just the s~ne have not allowe<'l them
L:v,n.an

WRS

certainly sore Bbout it.

351
From the uresent looks of thin~s none of us will ~et out of
here for some time to come.

dare to mail it now.

I will write what news I have, but won't

You prob2bly know more about what is haupening

in th.is country, anyhow, then I do.

I think I 1,IY'ote about the trip

L yman & BEJc'ivell1 ll.br•_.qham mq_r1e to Zei toon,

Re the news they brouP.:ht

how all the villAqers haa been mRssBcred or ha~ fled to Zeitoon.

We

hee.r <i 18.tely tr-uit P.11 the vill2.17,es neRr Marash hao suffereri the same
~ishaflee, Fundejak, Yenijakale,

etc. all massacred & burned.

A co~nla of thous~nd of Armenians fro~ all the villages had tRken

The bandits came~ bu~ned the
ch'J.rch, killin!Z Rll w½.o r::m ont.

So P.11 of thern perished..

All of'

these ~cor vill ~ershe~ jus~ return~~ f~om four years of exiles less
0

th an: ~~~ths ~~~,

~

~sd co~e bAck only to die.

e .r a Gat~olic nriest,

P: o

.

'. 8
.ur.me 0i

t;'

e ].. y

to ~q~s ns~ce between t~e 4rmenian8 & Turks there.

~e knew.there was

tro~J.ole in ll_int8·J, ;,: the three prier,ts netUrRlly wAr e afraid to rto,

but it w2s an o~der, so they started out, attended by 19 soldiers

t. few 0ays

2go

they returned.,

tolrl. ns the story of h.is trip.

It

&

?c jnst le.st nLrht Badvelli l\braham
1.-1s:is

8

very funny one.

The 'rurks

had been told in ~int~b that a great peace commission wes comin~, so
they tre8ted tha three 4r~enipns as tho they were Lloyd ~eor~e Clemenceau & Orlan1o.

~he Ar~Bnians played their narts with Rll the

ser io "...lsness they eo1lld coml'l;_>1nr'l, but :~t nip:ht they could only sit in
their ro8m ~ lau~h Pt eRch ath r.
0

The first rlay they arrive~ they

called a meeting of the high Turkish officials, who all came, anrl tola

:358
their troubles to the

11

r;:reRt 11 co:m,Tiissioners, who prom:i.sed t0 fix

everything up nice.
'I'he ·rurks were li v:Lng in one quarter_, while the Arrr1eni~=ms were

~n another qu2rt e~ , well fortified and Armed.

The French were with

them, & also were for~ifie~ in t he A~erican college.
c sns we,·e on the hill in th,'? ·ho sui tr 1
th :~ t

t;he nne:see 0onf0:"ence,; hRr3 come,

er si1e for two 1~ys.

miss ion comrJounds.

KnowinP;

t;he,...e w:::s no firinP, from eith-

On the second r'lRy the thre e .A rmenians sent for

Dr . Xs~ri l l & Dr. Shepard
2.

£,::

ti.meri-

l\.11 the

& the Armenian lea1ers to come and hRve

oonfer-~:--:ce i-ri th the Turks 1 but they refused to obey & sP.nt wore'! to

.0 S

~~-

th.e ~T

~erril ~ A~ree~ to ~o~e the next ~ny to G meetin~ with the

So the followinu ~RY a

+ · ,--,
'J ,,/

sort of P~raeroent w~s 1~Rwn up Ana approved by b0th Turks~ the Arr'lP :.- -_...'!. ."_-_
,..,_. ~
._--..•.·
,_

-''---

_T_~ -:_:. -~,~, ~",iv
. ..r"_:,,....., r:,"'-

n_..,~_,- •

1. ·1fe .,,,y,
, ~ 1·

1 ' e " ·r•1 " n
-11 ,h ",-,_.::,
...
s r-o
;J, !'.
~, 1.c:1. • •

It was sent to the

ci

At this meeting

n~.

Merrill s,Y)ke very stronP'.l:r to the Tur·1dsl'l le8rlRrs, tel l in;-:: t'-1.em thr.t
t~ey hcrj pe:,::>sec1lted the Armenirrns for yerrs without cp_use, & that now
thei l' ryuni sb~YT1-sn t

W8

s Pt 1-1Rnd unless they renenterl irr.me d.:l P tely.

( He

knAw 2 few thina:s th:::it t~e '1'11rks '.'liri not know, for a French 2eronlane
h8.r1 rlroDDen messBR;E~s in the collei.:;e corrnound telling of the

Americ8 & En~lenrl & Frence were teking,

~

of reinforcements coroin~~

The Turks h:=Jve al,.fR.'TS looken on Dr. Herrill

Rs

their fY'ienrl., ·sc his

.
speech.

'" 8
ffi8_ .,

t,'
J.'.lem

!'8ther 8n>?:ry.

·mh
Lc8

t

• ht
DlfZ;

1

+-h
ln e

II

Cne t
1

~
8v,

II

Or.

!I • .,...,

l.1. -

regulars", hearinq: th8t oe8ce wr.,s almost arr;:i.na,ed, RttFicke0 the Ar-

menian quarte~ ~s they WAnt war.

'1'he Armenians were well Ar"lle'1, how-

ever, & I t'J.ink the 'l'urks s11f.fered f!lir1y heavy losses.
The French col·onel h!:{d B.lso 1rri .t ter1 to the T1.1rkish offici2ls
1

11

sayin~ th~t his orders from France were to ur6tect the Armenians
;J:

A".":.eri c'.n1 s

!,

bove everythi nf.! else, i0..:: thF, t if the 'l\1rks harmec'l the Ar-

menia~ s he would fi~ht.

He SP.id P..lso,

nso ftn• I hnve been usinr.: only

:m.y :-,:,:,_c:"".:.i!;.e guns ',:: !'ifles but if you freed me to use my cannon I will
des troy ~'.'leir city.

He told the:ri thBt the mine rats of the mosques

;r

were fi:'..2.2'1 ·.,J"ith s,::ld i.ers

?: the.t

they must 88t out..

1'he 'I'urks PBid

So wrr

WP...~

on in

Whe~ ~e retu~ne~ to MB~Bsh he tolri us that he ha~ news thRt biR
French ~ei~~orcemen ~s were on theif WRY to Aintab from the ~irection
of Nisib, 2 that En~la~d ha~ taken Constantinbp le, & WAS sendin~ two
ar~ies, one from t~e Bl~ck Sea to Sivaa, & the other from Constan-

tinovle towarjs Sivas.
ss if I"·f 1.1.sti3p1-J.8. 1<:emal

Re

With the French at Aintab % Nisib it looks
his chetR 1:1rmy woulri be chPsed fro-:n all sides

At least meny trciops will co~e thru here.
But for the -o.,.,esent we ::ir•e expectin_s;,:

AintRb to Marash.

8

retre2t of 'L'urks from

'l'his morninr.:: the 'I'urkish R:overnor sent for our

auto in order to review his troons outsirle the city.

In orner to

show hi!n it was .c;till our quto, ::ill of us climbed in too, Re went

3bO
along .

We rfrove lf-) miles towRrr'ls Aintrb, passino: YTJ.8.ny armeil 'T:'urks

on their way to Aintab to fi~ht the French~ Armenians .
cannon

on their way also,

looking ar:rr:y.

~c

We sew two

I got a few photos of this funny

I never sew such a harrl-bo1i ed lookin~ b1mch of men

in my life as ·the Turkish ~egulars.

The brrnoits & chetas are pie-

turesque ;~ 2tt:ractive but the soldie:rs in P:rP.y
ery lcokinq lot of men.

PY'P

P

wicke ,l , le!O!t'.1-

These ~en will reach AintRb in three days,

but I sus9ect they will make the return trip in less thRn two dBys,
for t~e :stest news is thet there is heAvy fi~hting bet~een Nisib

If it is true that 15,01 0 French are coming, we mRy see
the~ c~~in~ this way ~oon.

~.t 2.ny r,:,te, the Mutesere-e f R.sked yes-

sll

com-

It lc:oks a8 if SOMe~hin~ WRS up.

We ~r e s~ill fRe~i~~ nrRctical ly 811 the Armenisns in the city.

'
I cut 13:0 ~ft the lists in the last three ,ays,
an8ther 10~0 ~his week if nothing hapuens.

,, exosc t t o cut

~

Peter_Jern azian, en

A~eTic~~ ci~!7en (A~me~i~n) is helping with the work~ is e dpndy.
all the buyinP: ,; ; ,Hstributi nrr of food,

wh3 ch is a b~_!',;

wo~k.
·'F'.'~

BeJ.l is interested in fRrrris \: in tennis, so he hRs str.-rterl

thraA big Rardens which Armenians owned but could not work.

One

aa:rden belon;2:inp: to Rn ,\rmeni."'.n was o:i ven us, &: when we went to t::ike

uossessi0 n founrl a ~1rk had it nll plowed.
the ~1rk wants us to pay him for nlowing it.

So we ~rabbed it~ now
I think he is juRt out

3b l
of luck!

Bell also hP..ct

8

tennis court fixed up

Saturday 2,fternoon & fo:mii it O.K.

9

-c

we triec! it out

So we are lookin2: forwArd to a

l ittle reereatio n once in a while.

We would ~ive anythinr: to P:et news from home, but Rn o.,..,ner hs.s
be en

j_

s sue,1 fo-:>bi '1·4ing any

Turkish.
l• +V

it,

n19

il to go or 9orr:e unless written in

,'-Je heRr there ls mR.:tl for us in M8.n1sh, .

but 1-..re c1rn 1 t r.:et

_c'...ll De.Ders ,):'. me.o.:R.7ines 2.re burned by the P:'.>vernment ,

?,:

we ce.n

I will hav~ a letter written to you in Turkish &

Mr. S~e~le cRn ree~ it for you.

These letters I _hRve written will

I p.:ot no le t ters
be~ ~?e~ :~~- l

Lots o~

:~~~

~~~

~a~. 9,

so pro~sbly theV wore lost or else you

to ~11 the I'Rmilv,

I

the ~~Pmses,

~

frien~8.

from

Stanley.

To Mrs. Ja~es ~- Kerr

Darby, Pennsylva nia

Stanley E~ Kerr Collectio n

Property of Susan E. Kerr

MRrP. Rh, 'I'urkey.
fl.pr. 23, 1920.

Dear Family:
Great rloings in Mq~Rshl
America, anrt I got a letter!

MRil cRme a couple of rlays aao from
An order had been issue~ that no mRil

c ould be sent or received unless w1•itten in 'T'urklsh, but
sent

B.

D:r.,

teleQ'.rH:m to Mustsp.he Kem11.l urotest:tni:c pgainst this.

ters nr~vided they were censorarl.

Wilson
As

R.

re-

So I ~at a lette~, but the censor

cut cu~ everythin~ b~1t the envelooe, and all I ~ot was an ernnty en-

Accordin~ to this paner, the

knows wh~t will hanpen next .

'rhe news

The~e has been
fy,0:11

.l\inta.b

WRs

quite a scare here for
rlecidedly bi:Hl (from 'T'ur-1-,--

They say here thAt the French Rttqcke~ from three sides and shelled
the city, destro;ing the Turkish ~uarter k killing rnany Moslems.

As

are

a result the ~urks withrl~ew from the city ~A remaininR on the side
next to Ma~ash, in orrler to n~event th~ French from comin~ hefe.

The

Aintab Turks have appeAle~ for helo , so prActic~lly all the MerRsh
~en h8VB ~one,

&

only a few Rre left here.

3ut these few are makin~

enouq;h . trouble.
fU?.:ains t

their n:overnor,
.

c8llirig
him
.

11

'1ower " , which mcrn.ns " Chris t;ian

They drew up written ch~rges against him as follows: --

Dog".

ls t. He has been friendly to the Chris tiF.Jns, the Armenians a.nrJ Ameri c~ms e
2nd. He protesterl when the Turks bnrned n.nd looted Armenian houses.

_3rd. He .,:r;oes ridinP.; in the .ti.me!"icrin automobiles, etc ..

They tht>e2tene11 to kill him Lf he shoulrl i:it~Prnnt
o _-ff'.
,_i ce.,

r.:o to his

so !le resirr,ner1, bnf-: r'iidn 1 t da-r>e leave the city.

he has reqaine~

q

little fqvor but hRs no uower, ArslRn Bey tol~ Dr.

Wilso~ ~~2t ell the ~~ericRns owe their lives to him,
11,:.3.(]_

to

as the ~irks

~eei-iB:-3 to kill all of' 1_1s anrl all the rem_a inin~- Armenlans a fe1~

de.ys ei' r,e:,· the ?~ench 1 eft, when they he a.rd of the r1urrl er of Dr. I1us-

t i~ n,

~~i

-"')
4

~~~ ~

r. ··>
-# ..
, ,...
• - .;_ ."::..,;.;

~7e~ y si~e we hePr little thin~s that show us how much

'<·".

L:,n,: "'n f'i!.'2t,

11.s

they hnve the rr.nst infJ.,_rnnce

on th~ 7over~~9~~. then they coul~ kill all the other Ame-r>icPns %

le ~r c::

~~~s

s;". :~ef:--.: sto~:~~-1 lonf.! er1·J~1R:I'1- to ss~:,

the · onl
live.';

ft-:,~·on. 11:sv0

t"'l:o rJPys to

~T

the ':rermfi n

t~e 2ritis~ ~l low8~ to stPy hey>e) WRs co~in~ nc-r>oss the city thPU the

the 1o~r w~s clbs e rl behi~1 her.

the ro,'Jm.

There were severP-1 Turkish wo·:-rien in

They were too i_r,:no':"ant "::o keen their mouths shut '-c blc1bberl

a wh81 e J.ot of t'nings thq t the Turkish men wouln never say ooenly.

F~~r st they asked Hiss 'T'ivr1on if she w2.s an " A.llerrrnn, or
She m1s1,rered,

If

G-ower " ( P

R.

All 8''18.D It ( ';.e-r>man )
•

see the Turks ~on 1 t class t~e ~ermPns with the Chr.istian3l

. ..

~

.1,...

•

You

When they

found l'"'1'iEJs 'ri;-rton ..ms a. nuy,se in the hosni tRl for Turkj_sh wounr'led they

talked freely, tellin~ Bll the lat~st news -- thRt the French were
destroyin g Aintqb,

~

thqt all their sons & husbands hRd been sent

to heln fi~ht the French & keen them from cornin~ to ~RrRsh.

They

said, too, th:gt the 11.,110ricans helped the French & not the 'T'urks -'le

that the A:r.1.gricR.ns hP-.cl mP.chine ,runs :in their houses ..
TodP.y the market was closeo a?,ain,

to;:r l?-ther.

.t';bout three P.H. I heard

P-:ete ~c r 0 n nown to see WhR.t

n J
.J ...... o.'no
~-- ·-~·-.:-ti
.._ J --- l ~ ..

\T~

Y'l?S"::

all Voslems we-re called

;,;re Ht shouting Bt the hos pi t8l

P:oing on.

A greAt crowd of Turks were

And All the Turks would shout to~~ether "Am.inl H

n

A~en!)
cele :::r-,::-:;s-: :~e

WRS

8.

&

Then they nRrAded rlown the street,

~

of the ,,fternoon by ±'irinr-; their cqnnon on t"he
in r ?:Pr'rlen 01J.t1=!irle the ci.ty.

: think they

~~

f~p~

the ? rench,

3- s ell ~~enared fo~ t~o~ble,

~

~

CATI se e thRt if the

hnve birr stocks of rice, etc.

t·lr .. Lyman is
stayir:;.; :in 3eit sc ,'lr-,; 1lu~1 (the !!lost h8terl by the Turks),

in the ·s:,1.:>:,.-:ish hospitali

f.c

I am livini:r

the others are in the A:nericen rnis8:i.on com.-

pounrls.

It will be Mother:s birth1ay in
sen~ anything now, not even a letter.

R

few days but I guess I cen't

Hope you F.Jll celebr11.te the

event DY"Operly.

I hope I don't have to WRit .till I stRrt ho~e, to mail these let-

ters I 1 ve written.

tmyhow I must close now & stick this in a rlr8wer

with the others to w:.:iit ..

Lots of love to ·everybor'ly Rt home.

some letters are on the way here from America.
st~in1ey.

P.S.

Will enclose some photos I took l~tely.

Hone

To the family of

J2rnes

Darby, Pennsylvania

R. Kerr

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of S1lsan E. Kerr

3W.o

Msr2sh, Turkey.
May Li., 1920.
Dear Dad: -just looke~ over the letter I wrote Apr. ?3,

I

~

see from the

But so f,-,r none of us hR.ve
hrd enythin~ hRnnen to 11s in the WRY of mRssacre,

etc.

~he new~ from

Aintao see 111ed to be more encoi.:rrnP.' inrr, to the 'T.'urkr1 8D.d so thev chAnize

thei~ ~ttituie acco~1in~ly.

'f''lei-r news reports tP.lk

P..S

if the French

might w!t~iraw from 4intRb Any 1ay.
besie~i~7 t~e city end qiving all the trouble they can to the French.
Here ,

~

··>:::s =: sh t":-:-:.ey Pre o :1i te '.J.?'!friendl y to the fa_r;l'leni8ns noi-.r,
,_.-r- .;

:

~; say

i

•'---.J-

Life i sr1' t

~-t

rr.'<1.e thinr.:

le ft , ! coul~ see fla~es stR~tin~ fro~ t~e buil~in~ ~~are the Tu~ki sh su-~.,lies s.re kept.

It ,·ii0n 1 t tRke me long to rlress,

on the thi~d floor jelcony to WRtch the bi~ fire,
contP ir:.ed e lot of ,:,:a so l:1.ne,

went off
explode.
and

't

'J.')Y the ti:rne I

'-.: f!et out

for the builrling

had mf: oe f:in enormous blaze .

Wo one

~ot outside the aM%1nition begRn to

The builrlin~ is less than

R

Qu2rter mile from the hosoitPl

only a few huniired ya.rrls fro ' 11. the collef~e , so you cR.n imBR:ine the

The colle~e winaows broke,

force of the explosion.

which. w::i.s blo,,rin'.<'. about forty miles en honr,

er to the cclle~e buildin£s.

~

the wind,

ca-rrie ,-J the sp2rks ov-

T'he Rr!L"?J.Uni tions explodin9..: sonnr'leri like

the battle of Marash Rll over R~ain, ~ continuous rattle

of

rifle

ct~tri1~es with bombs, gren~r'les, k shells exulor'linQ every few minOne shell l .snr'l erl.

utes.

in

the hospi tRl y:--Jrd,

CT'P.ShinP: thru the

trees a fe~ ysr1s in fT'ont of where we stooa~

r:·::.e

.Srmeni.!;ns in tr1e _city all 1~e.9reri. tro11ble,

so in a short tirne

our 1-~os;;::__ t>:?.l i""'Y''7 wa.s filled with t1rrrieni2ns from the ne;:,rby houses.

4rreenians could not possibly

-4 .~_;r th.9. t

.--:·
-

-

••

J

-

--

-

....:J:t:;.~---

..

',j

".J ·

......

so .nl1 their reserve

~-

~

~1

seni his car~van to Aleopo.

As we were out nf monSo Dr.

Wilson :.: I "·'ent
the

8c:;i.r;.::;::

t; .:,

the p:overn'l'!ent a.nd

"-Itl.tesereef',

SFIW

the J'1utesereef, or rather

(the real one having been put out by the Turks

The acting Mutesereef
ss.iG I

conlrl. R;O with tl-:ie cG.ravan

r,,

he would send genrlarrr1e~ a1onr-i: as

fa ~ as ~inteb, but woul~ not be resoonsible after that.

m!ssion to ~o, but at the same ti~e urRed me to wait.
it was bast to follow his a~vice,
out of money;

pJ:,so111tely 1

Pc

~- I rlidn 1 t go.

He pave perSo app,gy•ently

~s a result we are

I don't see w'r1ere we are R:oin::!. to find

So now we hB.d no more excitement to look forwHrn to.

r~v-

erything WAS quiet ~Rain, only rRports of fiahting in Aintab. But
Mar. 2,
on Sunday A a report came that the French were advancing tow8rds

Mar-a.sh -i were not far ai:.,ay.

i:3ut we di dn I t

believe it.

mnrnin~ I WRS rlrea~in~
11

scrap between

realj

~

chet8s u 1=md Zeitoon Armenians .

The areem

I crn1ld almost heer the cr8ck of the rifles.

up in bed & reali~erl th~t I actually heard rifle fire,
fro~·,1 various points in the city.

was very

Sur3r1enly I sat
shots coming

Running to the 1.-:indow I he A r;j the

Mosle:-:1 nriests shoutin,;t fro::n the 111i1:.i:>_rets of rr;.osques.
tb::1 ri:~le fire coulri be seen eve:rvwn.ere~

l\.t

'l1he fl8sh. of

first I thouR:ht the

i~g a vic~ary ove~ their enemy -- perh8ps the French had withdrawn
I ~~essed o~ickly.

--- ,
--- .

Alleh

~~:~

So I

-..... .. _...,,. ~

The firing increR ~e~ ov er the whole

80

"

1RS3 AllFh wird Licht r.:e b-

~ive li~ht ~~ain).

ngn

out on the b~lcony

~

looke~ st the sky.

'I1he mnon wr.. ~,

Crm you irn2-r2::tne [;everal tho1.i.s::i1v1 'I'urks all shootin?; r, t

~.:--i c -c: et an ec lipsed n10on?

the sa~e t~ing was ~oin~ on.

Prob;;bly in every city or vill~_ge

I rarriembered as soon

R.S

I s.sw the

ecli pse that the inerlucAted ~urks believe that when the moon or sun

is eeliDsed it is c:=msen by a be::>r in the sky rtettinp: between the
eRrth

~

the li~h~,

so everyone m11st shoot at the b~ar .

Another old

belief is thRt w~en the eclipse comes it means thRt Allah is .sn~rv,

so · eve ,-, y mqn must s'r-ioot off h:l.s r.;un :-c place it emnty in hj s ho1rne,
0

t _All prisoners must be rele.sse1.

But this time anparently they emu-

tie0 their guns <,: fj_lle,1 them up RP-;~,in,

~: let no n--r>isoners r.:o.

great bo:'nbardi--nent of the moon continued f'or h2.lf
bear was thorou~hly de~1, Then all

W8S

Rn

hour , until the

quiet again.

NaturAlly all

the Armenians were sca~ed t6 death until they knew whRt was the
t rouble,

&:

the side.

even then sunposer'l the Turks would sbirt so!ne killin!'.t on
But there w:=.is no trouble anywhere.

custom I ever heArd of.

Anyhow, they must have h5- t

the eclipse ~radLally went away.

the bear, hece.use

I heArd the next day thRt the

French soldiers who ~re living near the .colle;,.:e all thought the French

ar-.:ny t.a.:3. srri ved. ·:;: jur.1ped · into their clothes in double quj_ck time.

?he rest of the night I dresm~d of battles.

This time I rtreamerl

P>-r-1r::~ics..:: -~".:l ~i .e rs ;,;ere si tti~_..;z on a wagon,. 1.r--rhen r-;ome '11l1r1-r.

sold.iers

'C-hen the -'!ou;zhboy-s fixec'l
I woke up just

9.s

P..

solriier har'J cRw:::ht
Sor1e r'lrea.ml

~

cc~a a~5

:00~

at

fused to ~o fart~er.
knives

t,'.J

goo~s they ~Rnted to sell hi~.

3'.J~e

better ~~an ~0 Ro in

week a~o two ~urks ha~ invited hi~ to

.j..l

t.1

•

r.1 e J..r

He went but knew

When he got into their yard he re-

...

n01.!.S 8 •

No one was Around so the two Moslems rlrew their

'!.::.ll him, but the l\rmeni::;n went one .better & <frew H pistol,

A few days later a 7urk patroni~ed the
~

made himself very friendly.

Yeste r-

dsy he told this -Armenian he had cloth to show him~ they went to-

gether to see it.

No one hPs seen the Armenian since.

sean this morninR with his Arm in a sling.

~his is the typicRl wey

of rHsuosing of 4.rmenians rlurinR: "closed" season.

Must close for the nresent.

Will w.ri te I11ore l,9ter.

( over )

'I'he Turk was

310
May 15th.

Sunday Evenirn~:.

This has been a fine Sunrlay, weather just ri~ht, all the roses
&

honeysuck le etc. in full bloom and everybody happy.

finish up w!th a short letter and then go to bedo

So I 001st

I 1 m sore all over

a.s thoue;h I had been run triru the cor:s on a clothes-w rin;zer, but

will explRin l~te~.
11

mir:lst of a

Accorain~ to what I wrote last we were in the

,"loney famine.

Now we P.re rv:~ving

n

is t:lic~<: ·en-:)11rz!1 to roll in.

8.

rrood cron, anrl r:i:ol<l

Our farri.ine w.<:i.s .CR.Userl by the road to

l,lep-;x, b e in~ closed on account of .fighting.

But apparently the Mos-

lems hsve round a by-path, and a ~reat caravan went to Aleppo a few
The Tilr~s were RfrRid to ao sin~ly, so all the merchants

!,s · t)-1ere is mueh fio:htj_np.: be-

':'":-:,!'

+.;'-,-~ee days I

rii.r1 i:in enormr,us business,

And have

more, ~or ~e8r t~ey wouirt bAnKr>Upt the ~le~po office when they uresent-

So
to fci~ X~y e~d June both.

r.01,r

we hRve rlrnwn all we h8.ve

R

riri:ht

We have no com~1nica tion with Aleppo, so

I ~oc~ ~his onp~rtuni ty of writin~ short letters on each check in

Yesteriey a Moslem merchRnt arrived from Aleppo & brou~ht
t·~ c,.,,., ·f""o•n
!.
~
...... . L

.....

)r

1

1~,

•

.,..,.,··o,:,.·r>t (t.he
J:

-L
. ' r--1..,.-.

-...J.-.

·-ri·i·r>eC,.Or
~--t.,

t:here)
-·~

e

R

let-

He h9s been trying to Qet

up here to MBrBsh for some time but s~ys the roR<ls ~re blocked by the
fip:htinr.: be tween F'rench
~

Pi..:

Turks.

He hR ,4 just come b2.c k fro'.11 Urf a

said he brou~ht five of the Americans with him.

~he French h8rl left

Urfa on April 11th, but were attRckei on the way out,

~

nearly Rll

311
were killed.

I can 1 t unrlerstand why the French newspaper s & the

public opinion in France stRnd for allowin~ the Turks to keep this

country.

They don't seem to reali~e that Turkey is at war with them.

We who are on the inside know that this is not just unorgani~e rl
bandit ,-rn.rfp,re, but actual wnr between Turkey & F'rB.nce • . The Turks
look at it thRt w2y.

r;.11

nthe Sword", or Kuled,o:e Ali, the com"Tl2nr1er

of the n.;_tional forces j_n this whole rer:ion is directly responsib le

to :Mus,;2.pha Kemal Pesha, the le8_de1° o.f all Turlrny.
mRnd i:--:. ····Ie rash when the :?-r>eneh left,

Then he went to Ainteb

~

hAs been 1irectin~ the fiRht there.

shook ~An1s

AS

com6P7 ~on sj off~ c ers of the NPtional prmy.

volunt R2~3 were sro~na the city.

We heard

a. sort of r1rP.w.

if I was an old friena

we want to ~r. Wilso~ 1 s ho~se,

3~

in com-

WaR

so 1--rn Rot to know htt11 q 1 1ite well.

not lon;:r ,,.;;:o thPt the fisht wcis :fj_n is h ed in Alnt8b,

~~

He

~

askei where

to~ether with his

At Wilson ' s house he sAid

4 reiiment of Franch -~ einforcem ents

had trl 9ri to corns from Killis to Aintab with two nrmnre~ cRr~, but
the Turks rirove t~e~ bRck wit~ hervy losses.
report

f-r>o01

so

~l8DY

We hRve heRrri t~e tRro~

sources thst I be ,:,: in to believe it now.

Ali si:;id h is wo:>k in :\int;-,b "-J~s finJ.sherl ",: he

WP.S

Kuleirze

o·oinP: to AnP-:orH for

H8 woulrl not 2llow us to t8ke
.
. .
h i s p :;__ ,:: t: 1...1.r e s ,

.4. Turk friend of ou-rs

here went with him to Anrror~ & carried lette~s of ours.
for ho~e

~

hope it got there safely.

a fine character .

1 · sent one

This Kuledge All seems to be

Wa certai~ly have fo11nd him to be a gentle~An .

After le":iving Dr. i,{llson 1 s h-:Juse he
wounrlea in our hospital.

cP..rne down

to visit the rrurkish

.4 little 4r,"l.enian girl who wo:rks here, as

she sgw him, exclei:ned ''That I s the man who s2.ved me, and he K:nows where

372
my f8ther isJ!I

xc

This little girl

h8r fe.ther ha d lived on the fR.rm

belonQ'.ing to Bei tsc:rn.llurn orphBn.~.ge .

Accord.in~ to . the f:_\irl I s story

the Turks h0_d co'.l"J e one day and would have killerl them,

( in fact they

did kill an old woman there who hirl. in a. brick oven, for we founrl her

body all hacked to ~ieces a few weeks later) but this man harl. sP.ved
her father~ all the chil~~en

tRken the children to a plRce of

~

ssfety i;;Jon<:; with a.11 our Rescue Home ~irls.

But her f'Ather

en sorr1e other p]_ace so this 1.i ttle p:irl "'.)lefH1 with Niss Limon,

nurse here, to ask Kule~Re Ali Rbout her father.

tak-

WP.s

the

She plearl so hard

that when Ali camerl.own stRi~s Miss Li~on askert him to come in the
roe~ a ~o~entr k then tolrl the little ~irl to ask him about her fathreco~ni?e~ the ~irl
!11·-

so do

y~ ~

:hi~i I ~ouli kill your fPther?

s.c.veu..:i you ~." .: your sister,
He is alive an~ I will

erai ~1!~ u ~es wi:h the girl, nro~isin~ to brin~ her father, so she

month.::;,

a,_11:; have'.1 1

t founri hi:'l ?.1th,)

rr~e::-1y T11:,:,ks

ciP.y

he is nJ.lve.

But

now t)erhRps he will tu.rn u~.

I have been out to the (k
It is a.bout 20 miles from

Q-, ..
' ..,J

.

.A_

Y.!8/'Ash,

twice this lRst week in the ~1to.
on the

WRY

l ast two sp2.ns of t'-1.e brirl.P.:e we:"'e riest:royed .

to i\_1ntab.

We found the

The· 1'urks bu:Y'ned it when

they thought the French would ca~e fro~ Aintab.

Yesterday Snyrler,

(the ~river) thou~ht it woulrl be well to see i f the river could be

for~e~,

~

at the ssme ti~e ~ive the ladies

P.M. he stE•rted ou t .
it passed.

A

ride.

So P._bou t three

I 1.,.,.e s in the !llarket, but ju:npecl in the car when

'T'here we!'e two rrur\-:-Lsh 9.;end::;rmes , Snyder .~ I, ancl fj_ve

wo~en ( four Americ8n

~

~erman).

We had a fine drive to the river,

then left t~e roP~, Pnd drove on the ~ravel of the river bea up to
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· the w2ter 1 s ed~e.

Snyder then W81ed across in various ~laces t o

find the best ro~d for the csr.
very swift.

Finally a zi~

~a~

It

waist deep in places, but

WRS

course was foun~ which would make the

entire path less than knee deep, so we started.

We were half

WRY

ove~ when the en~irie gRve a cou~h ijnd Atoppe~!
The fly wheel was splBshin2 wqter at a ~reat rPte all over the
engine, so elther W8.ter got in the cs:;rbu:rethor or so:11ething else, but

a.n.yw2.y t::e ensine wonldni t go more than a few seconds 11t e. time.,

der

~

I qot out in the wAter to investigate, then made all the women

take off their shoes & ~et out~ nush.

si~~i~2 ~n ~he ~~~vel.

~

:~e

to~?~~~~

~e~

~~

We had gotten slightly off

Well, tc make a long story short we pushed

r1r_. .,. . _...

ti o n

Sny-

~nother

~

So the wo~en went in. nne r'l.i rec-

we All dried our clothes on the rocks in

2:r1is~ villAge R fe~ ~iles awAy.

we~e dr y ~ ~e h~ri mArle up our
the t~~o 1e.::JS.arxe s ret1-1rnin.f!i

sc,:--:e bcJ :,- s.

\{e

~i~~s

tii th

By the ti~e our clothes

to stay out over ni~ht we saw

fi 1/e wild. loo kin_~ K1J.rcls or Tl1rks ~'.c-

were gl;:3:1 to see they were not e.r:ned, which was strHnP,:e

beceu_se e·:eryboriy ,::;arri.es a p:un these days ·'<: the. roads are full of
11

chet;gs'' returninr:i: from the Ai:nte.b fi2:ht ..
Snyner & I set the example by wading into the ri.ver minus our

trousers,

,Qt'.

in fifteen minntes with 811 the 'rurks pullirn,,

(in the

same st_;ete of costume as we) we ha,'l the cA.r on the clry p;ravel.

1:he

men were tickle~ to pet a mejiaeh eRch l a silver piece worth 60 cents )
and we were tickle~ to find the e~~ine rRn O.K. R~Rin.

We made

record time ~oin~ home, Rn~ Rrrive~ at 9 P.M. just About the time a

searching party

WRS

preparin~ to start out for us.

Of course we

invented. a wild story abo 11.t being held up and robbed, which "Tv!rs .
Wilson believed for an h0ur.

Ton.ay one of the ladies is in bed,

sore all over~ still shl·verin~ from the wading party, & Snyder & I

both .feel as if we had been thru the clothes wrin~er.
over.

I 1 m stiff Rll

We took a lon£ horsebpck rin.e this P.M. to loosen up.

I would have ~iven a lot for a photo of all thnse women in the
wpter ~ushing the auto.

'l'hey 811 enjoyen. the pp.rty inrnensely

I~ is late ~ow, so I ~ast close~ ~o to bed.
~o to t:~~;o t~is week wi~~ five Circassions,

?-c

I 1-:,m planning to

t to return with ~ore

,.

-,;:

Stanley E. Kerr Collection

Prope~ty of Suspn E. K~rr
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Marash, Turkey.
June 2, 1920
Dear Dad & Mother~ everybor iy:
Yester~a y our first mail arrived from Alepno enclosed in a box
of medical supulie3 a Turk brou~ht us from Aleppo.

I got about nine

letters, All but two from you, one from Oliver ~rubb
Carpente r & one rrom I~o Powell.

&

one from ~ene

You can iMRqine how ~lR~ I WR8

to x:et ti:'lem -\: to heP..r you h211 not been wor-ryin~ ::ibo 1 1.t me.

still impoasib l~ to send mail out uncensor erl, except in
this where American s are

son, Snyier
their

&

·111;,::;-Qa~_

ing

j~ t

so ~~~

CRRA

like

Tomo-rrow T)r. Wilson, ,,..rrs. Wll-

Miss ?roste e qre lePvin~ by horse for Aleppo with ell
2_13,=.vina: h.e r·e only Dr. Bell

,..-c

me as relief workers .

(Miss ~~=~ley i ~ s~ill here b~t not working)
here,

P

It is

The ~ission aries ere

0iss ~~en is sick, & Miss HRrdy & Miss Blakely Pre ~lso gono o~i0r workers are coming to help except one man.

I r.m

now, director y treM; 1rer, bookkee ner, food Rrl.r1.in istrator, & bus::Lnes s
1

mana~er ! ~ gener~l.
minute;g "to w.r<lt e

"JS

I non 1 t se0 how I cAn rlo
I rnnst [( e t

• -1-

l v

I have only

~

off' some 0th.er b1lf-'ines s rn2.il.

R

few

M,...

LymEJ.n w;_:;,nt off to '.7,eitoon & A.lbustan F:e 1euksoun ~ t,o insuect ou:r oruhanq~e es there.

We just

h~~

a tele?ram saying he hA~ been attecken

by banrlits when three hours eway from Geuksoun ~ his horses & eve~y-

thing stolen, one qendRr~e killed~ one wo 11nd e rt.

·r

~uess he WPlked

to n-euksou n.
Mari?..sh is c1uiet.

4intRb has had a harn siege, & now there is

a 20 d2y truce, durinIT which time the French Rre said to have with-

drawn from the city.
was the worst.

UrfA ha1 a terrible time, but they say Marash

So Dr. Wj_lson is leavi~1f'.!. unr'!er Turkish vua.rd durinq:

the truce.
ThRnks for All the nAwspRo er clipninR s.

Everybod y enjoyerl them.

My lost letter wes yours .;.,ritten on Apr. 2nd, 1920.

It was v,ood to

hear-they ere nominatinR me for a fellowship, but I hRd to stou studying French ?-c have little hope of mastering it between now & Oct. with
the heavy work I hRve..

'vHll try.

but has not reached ~8rRsh yet.

15

if I

CPD

The Xmas pa.ckage may be in Alenno,
I will be home not lRter than Sep~

possibly do it, even if I have to leave here with no one

to tqke my place.
Will write more of e le~ter when I have time.

Dad~ ~other & Stu~rt & Marion & sil the 4~emses

~

Lots of love to
friends~

from
Stanley.

StAnley E. Kerr Collection
Property of SusE-1n E. Kerr

311
'Mara sh, Tur1:cey.
June 18, 1920 .

Dear

Dad &

Moth er: --

Dr. Lamb ert arriv ed here in MRra sh yeste rday
morn ing & goeR back

tomor Y'ow, so I mu.st wd.t e

R

note to

rro back with h:i..m.

mail for• !ne _;__ R lette r w-rit ten by Dad on Jan.

? sRyln r: how sorr•y

you 811 were th2-t my Xm.Rs, TJR.cka,rte h2d. been sunk
.

a o ~me l

He broui:1:ht

cqrav an srriv ed from ~le9p o, & my packR ~e

But _this morn ing
WRS

on it!

I

have n't had a chan ce to ouen it as todRy we'v e been
rush ing aroun d
doin 2 e v eryth inR from insu ectin g orphe ~P~e s, pre9
2ring to send off
the ·E.'Jto tomo rro,.; ~ e i::;c. Hiss 3 '. 1ckle y & Miss BJ.a lcel;r
wil 1 ~o with 1)r ~
Lemb e~: :c~or ro~~ Dr. Wils on~ Snyd er & the othe
rs reach ed Alepu o
Le ,nt-;; ::'·- :::,=·::e b::::;.: 'c~t a.uto to li.in+_; ab idth a new
relie f work er for

Ma~a s~j
thay

~

c-c

from ~i~ta b came to Mara s~ by horse by nigh t.
?c~np

weds ~~~ ~~ve r

~~

~

Tomo rrow

tr~ to go from here to the Ak Su by our auto ,

~

will

m~et the Aintq b AUto on the othe r shor e.

~--=--·,. :'7:-·foert ~'las harl some ir~ter estirt P.: tRles to tell of
hi~ expe~i ence ~ in Urf~

~

~inta b late ly.

Cann ot write now as it is lRte

of t~e Alenn o nerso nnAl were csptu re~ by ben1 its
on the
ro~~ to ~in~ ab, but ARca nerl.
All the ornh ans were move ~ from Ainta b.
La::-nbe::--t think s the F'ren ch bJ.un de-red the·se
too in evRc uatin i~. A·op arent ly Mara 9h is to be left .in the hand s of the Turk
s.
I 1 m disgu st~d
with rrciv ilize ri 11 natio ns for "9Brm ittin1 -s the Turk
s to
30~9

hold this place

afte r thei r ~irty rleei here .

They Rre now plann in~ to exile the

Arme ni~ns from here to Arme nia -- whic h mean s noth
inp but death .
hRDS it is only talk .

Per-

L~mb ert WRnt s me to stay nn here % offer erl me
150 a mont h be11 1es

?,18
clothin g & keep, but I 1 m not willin~ to give up thRt fellow ship.

Am

studyin g F'rench harri, but too much work to study p:rone-r ly.
I I ve heel two run-in s Hi th the governm ent here 2-lrea--'ly since I
bec~!lle dir.--ct or.

The first was last week when about thirty 'T.'1i.rks

crime to Bei t schallu m ornhanA Jte

-I!,;

beg;:in to dig for burie"I R:Uns.

I

told. the .R:overn or 1,,rh~t I thour>:h t of thiR P:c insiste d that they stop

it, which they did.

Then the milita ry co~man der demRn~e~ a roll of

e.l ec t,·i. c 1i::i-:ht wire he saw in the . orDh8nR..i:e, & I told him he co11lrin I t
hav e i~, so I 1 m in wrong right at the start.

Su.ppliB s ere coming in now by caP'lel
is ex?~ms ive,

'i not very s2.fe.

&

mule~ but transp ortatio n

For exar0.pl e, Knudse n (a British er)

who i s ou r t~eas~ rar in Aleppo w2s comin~ by auto f~om Aleppo to Ain-

C8utu ~~i

~h~~.

7

~ay took them t o the hillst where their chief or-

de~e~ ~woof t he~ to be cprA1 for well, RS they clRi~ed to be A~ericR
ns

oreter ) but the ot~e r gRve hims8l f awPv es AD 4PmeniR n
After
~

B

wes killed .

c:?.y or two the chief WPS sRtis.fi. er~ t!-int both were A:'Tieric8n 8

let the~ P.:ol
~~~

~

~

LymRn ~ent from here on A trip th~u the mnuntR in villR~ es

to tp~e money to our o~p~an n~es in ~eukso un & Albust~ n.

About three

hours ~ids from Geukso un ban~it~ attacke d him, kille~ one of the two
gen1er ~es i wounde d the other badly then strippe a Lyman of alJ. his

clothe s excetit shirt R-,: t;1•0use rs, took the horses , 110 P-old
my little camera that StuP.rt
Geurks 8un -~

it~

W8S

g;Rve

me & beet it.

liY'P. S

.~

Lynrnn finally reached

so m_r.> d he tele1zrp _nhed to ~,!ust8n hs Kemal PP.sha 2bout

He answere ri that the th:Leve s must be cau;:,:ht & All prone..,. ,ty re-

turned .

Lyrrrn.n hss been r:one a month today.

I h_qd

A

letter fro:n him

this A.M.· sayin~ he WAS ~oin~ to Hcajin to make ne2ce if nossib le sn

37'/
he won't be back for some time .

I 1 m hopin~ he will recov er my CRmerR .

I didn 1 t like to lend it to him, but thoui:r ht it

for him to r;:et p;ood tihotos that I co 1 1l:'ln 1 t p;et so

afraid it is ~oo1b ye V.P.K .

r:ood chRnce

WP.Sa

P'..PVe

it.

I 1m

I can buy anoth er in Alenno on MY way

home , but not so good a lens .
I don't ':lave here the letter s I got, but remem ber one

WRS

from

Mothe r in J~nua ry, one from J~ck Bound s -- a rlan~j --, ana one
from
Ida F.

+ one fro~ Mae ~~rves o n, one from New York A.C.R .N.E. office ,

& one f::>o:n. D9.d in

died, but

WAS

Bocab ec.

I w2.s very sorry to hear Gri=moma hRn

~lad her ~eath was such a peace ful one.

then ov ooqt ho~e, er nerhap s c~oss

I 1 m sure Auht

E'urope to London & home"'

Am 11.nxio us to see w}rn t
box~~~~~

is

l ~ ~~e~

I have no mo!1e 1. vor~.-c than I n.irl befo-r e the

other ne".'2c: :.:1sl left here, bec.c:,use they flin.n 1 t
..L ' :T..

in mv

un in the st o r e room k I can 1 t g e t at it till

no kic~ c o ~.i.:-J.g a.r1~-r~..;1-1.ere..

anyho'" '·

Pe r-

c1ot worke d to rleRth excep t once in

when I di~ a day 1 s ~ark in half Rn hour.

no much .of anythi n(t
B.

while like tonigh t

Everyb ody wanted tQ send

s ometh in~ to Aleppo or wanted a check or someth in~ ~11 et oncee
Last Sunda:y- I rod.e

1..1p

into the !nount ains to see the sumrner place

the f1.err:1Rn missi onarie s had, but f0un0 t"iat all four o.f their
sum".'le:r.>

house we-e burne d.

It wqs

like a toy city bel01.,r..

R

beRut iful spot howev e~,

~

MaraR h looked

?--1y horses rim FJWay with me h8l f a do 7-en ti:nes

( I tre.ded horses three times with the P.:end11r:>:11es .~ .:rot a. worse
one

ea.ch time. )

The fi~st horse I hRri belong s to the wealt hiest 'T.'nrk in
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Marash , & it took a notion to run atross half of MRrash with me ,
over ditche s, unier low trees k everyth ing else before I coul1 stop
it.

Lost

hat -~ dignity .

IT'..;{

'I'he next horse trier:! to climb an almond

tree, ?~ once when I blew my nose ran like e. streak of lip;htnin i:z:.
was han~in~ on to itR neck but a1dn 1t fAll off.

I

So we hRd a pretty

fast day~

.1

Today is the first day of th~ Fe~st of BayrAn .
?

th:, '::'u.rks hP-~;e h.srl the

fP.st of Ranarrn rt:

from ::m::ris e to sunset o

into ~he qrubb.

'11hey eP.t

.9,c

At sunset a canno~ P.:oe s off

For the laRt month
drink nothing
P,c

they Rll dive

ni~ht, the first of the nAw ~oon, the fpst WRS

lRst

over x t·:: ~.s.y the~; sre mAki::-i;,: up for lo st time on the grubb.,
;ie s.:-·,? hav~-:-::~ .:=::o,'.)d meals.

char~i ~s,

~

:oc-.

~~~ico~~
ice

c:->0~::>::,.

~~8

1

This is the season for epricot R &

~oot is mulber ries,

~

~reat w~en fresh,

the red cherrie s m9ke fine

:le ·: _'~ "ie it

~

nesr•ly every nLr.ht,

-:.~s been c:::~'.'ert t;o h<3.Ve 'Jr •.

they Rre RS thick here as

HS

the snow from the

Lember t here

cm:Ly

for a rhy or

Sorry~ disRus ted that A~erica

would

n0~

take

m8re

intere st in Armeni a.

~hese Rre certain ly R w~etch e~

people -::.t:"1. no hc1)e now.
0
..

•
• a h.g_s i:rone no
D
1 s h.e viK.
•.
.,_rms-ni

In Frabi .,.,and they ci:mture 11 our .4C 0 NE

ship on tha Black Sea & looterl our H8rnoo t Americ ans of all they had.
So.me lendl

Loads of love to all, from Stanle y.
Will write more on Sunday~

To Hr. and Mrs. Jp,mes 11 . Ker'Y.'

Darby, Pennsy lvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collec tion

Prooer ty of Susan E. Kerr
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Marash, Turkey.
June 20 , 1920

Dear Family;
You probably 2:ot the letter I w-rote two 11 .q ys Hr:t.o sayinP.: my Xmas

pe.cl-rnn:e arrived by camel.

I 11idn 1 t ~et a chance to even look at the

box till al'ter Dr. Lam~ert went b8ck to Aleppo as there WP.s so much
to do c~ettin,-;: the ,rnrtv off ::rn.rl w,...i tin!'.!'. letters for A.leppo.

uo ""t 4:030 \:

S.g tur'1sy ·,ornin::,: we ;:rot

'Jr. LBmbert

x

But

:Uss Buckley &

Miss 31;:;irnl y left l'it':"rash by auto . --'l:he first time our Buto has car-

rie1 Anybody aw9y frbm ~ Rrnsh since Jenu ~ry.
Q•u
v

:'
.f"·t•

c .,..,
_._ C:. , ~- . •"'.-• ..0- . r.·,~'

i.r.1
-

+:1,..._:~
-- -

~.
'. J·_i:.'P.y•
• .

l"'r.v~
,..:J
_ ,.
V
d

I\

+-h,:,.
U ..

V

the ~:~~sb auto ~n t~e other bank.

round ~a see wh 8 t

WP S

in my b ox.

'o-ri
••

-'-

A ,. ,.e
•1..•..

They rt~ove to the Ak

'nM•T;Y'l0"'
Cl.' .LJ.., , -

been

"01•~n
· 0y r,A1 }
A.}. ·

,l ..

' A,

Yl"l,Q, ·t'--

1 ' 1~

V

So they went on in the other car

It surely w:1s .'Z:-,1a s .

Th ey used to

_p

sa y ~n~s co~es

b~~

once P y e?~, but t~are hpve been 3 this yeRr, one

=·

? ~J'
,_

t>:
'(;

~

···- ····-····- ···-···

r;,.1

this 1~st one.

- - - .-

--·- --------

..

cou~se the cand y .is

~Ct~

~

- ,.-..."_:r

.r."'-·ve1,., ._
.,1th.i· n rz :.r1-:.~ A -F"·l ,..,~, ,
_______:....-·-------- - are ~o .i r: 2; t0 have the ,.)].1J.m c1u,-S,1ino.: f or> dinner to'1''-1 Y ( ~:;unnR.y), & of

- - --- --- ··

R

reAl treRt he~ e .

c en I t be ha.r1 for .love or

'

A box of chocolR te like these

rno:-10:7 within JOO miles of Mar .s sh..

was needed; han1ker chieves,

socks,

~

ell.

3verythi ng

We didn 1 t even throw away

the litc:;:le hunks of newsp9p er user'l f'0r p r-ickin0 , but read All the news
on t~et too.

The ma~4~i~ es are bein~ r e aa by everybod y here, nen.

PershinR 1 s ohoto is BlrAniy on the wRll, & Marion 1 s is on my neske
The V. F. K. films 1-;ill be handy if Lyr1.R.n brini:r s my cs.mer 8. beck, but
I 1 m Rfr,,id t h e bP..nri.its cwt it from him.

wha.t
~

I W!?nted ,

8.S

I

1•7-"S

rche 0rint:i.n9:

nHner· W"1S

just

Rll out, but now I can mR.k.:e some more pictures ,

will nrint tomorrow niITht .

The chemistr y book I rlon 1 t neerl now,

but Miss Lied, w~o teaches Chemist ry here in the colle~e, ls ~oinR

to buy it from me ?, I can get anothe r one when I come back

Thanks to a 11 ~h e
l,

1~ amily

for all t,h e nice t hLings.

to U.S.

·
· i nr-!;
.n~t·
.... er imagin

that the box was at the bottom of the sea it surely was RreRt to
see it.

I won 1 t be he~e more than three weeks more now, & may not have
anothe r c~ance to write before le8vin g, but of course ~ay not be

s.bl e to r:ret on t.

I heard this mornin g that the ~urks & French were

not able ta a~ree

~

the Rrmiat ice is enaea & fightin ~ will beITin

Ferhsp s it is not true, .but I woulnn 1 t be surpris en if

WP..!'

began a~~in, as the ~1r~s have won so f~r & don 1 t feel like hAvin~

~r. L~~ber t 1 s oninion 1s that the French have bungle d everyth in~,

After they evacua ted

few b.c7,;

;:: '.JTlG

o,::.t,

?,:

211 theL'." tre:'.1ch es r.re occupi ed by the rrurks.

D.'.' . Le·nber t tol~l ns 8.bout the Urf'R ::i.ff,qj_:r ..

fi cer:i t8ld hirri it

w .~1 >i

He kner.y sorriethi np:

foolish and r'J anR;ero us, b 11t they rli. <in I t even

know whq t was goin~ on there themse lves & hPrl s~nt no reinfor ce~ent s.
Dr. Lo:nbe-r-·t got t>-iru. se.fely,
.•
1C"th
b egP..n 'G"1e:r·e
on te.).
1 •1
i-:,

'.\: this is whB.t he rer)ort ed: -·- F'i,i:rhtin o;

( oEe r;f-!.}F
_,
.oerore
"'
• t sr,ouue,
'
,.:i
•
M
h). o
i·J
.,_ in
,,mr;:is.

F'reneh he;d no cannon , but t11.e '.l1urks
in one o.f' the Amer.ic nn builrlin P:s t
& shell fire .•
~

~

Kur>,1 s had.

"~he

. The F:rench were

'.S: for• t'.N'o months were under rifle

The Armeni ans were armed but did not enter the fi~ht

merely protec ted themse lves.

deci11.e d to evacu.q te..

Finally food gave 6ut, & the French

'T'hey .rrnt the Armeni ans to

evacuB tion on 11.ecount of shartqp ;e of food,

9,:

11

request 1' their

the Turks & Kurds A.a:reed

to let them ler:ive the city un'Tiole sted with all their equipm ent & arms.
The F'rench askerl for ten Turkish of'ficiR ls ns p.:u,9ra.ntee of safe
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passa~e , but ir1stead,

the Turks gave ten ~endRrm es.

Mr. WoodwRr d

an American , went out with the French at Midni;;h t April 9th ..
hoped to p:et out of the hills before daylir!h t.

They

The Rfternoo n be·-

fo~e the evacuati on the Armenian s reported to th~ French thRt Rll
the Kurds were leavinp; the city,
ambu.s.h.

?,;

,.rarned the French of e nrobable

But the French lau,:,:ned , & went out in some sort of forrrn--

tion which was esnecia lly open to a~tack.

At dayli~h t they we~e ~o-

ing thru a defile in the hills when the Kurds opened fire.
French.
up.

The

1ldn 1 t

defenr.i the::iselv es & 1,ne colu:n.n wR.s soon Fill broken
some of the
I<r. '•ioodw2rd took a white flag & with .gn interpre ter went up
C iJ

1

bu~ there ~~s no officer

to

surrende r to .

b eck~~= ~ ths ~-:~2 ha1 be~un to ~assacre the French k were killing
The n.ext
·rtay

& one officer were bPOU~ht bRck to

The Ku:eri.s kiJ.leri all. the rest 1

sscre h~i t2ken nlsce.

P.bout L~OO soldiers

The ~ead ho~ses were still unburie~ , but the

The thin~ had hapnener l just a week before.
There w~s ~c> !D.assa.crt-~ of /l.rmeniF!n s in 1JrfP .

In ,~.int8.":)' t:-ie Turks suffered .'.11Uch more than the .Armenia ns in

killed~ in pronerty loss.

T'r-ie 'T.1urks arlmi t that they used over 400

tins of' q:,gsolene \:: only si.lcceede d in burninft two .:\rmenian houses,
while the /\.:,:,meni:-:ms burner, several rows of Turk houses with a few
tins they ~ot from Travis.

One time the Turks threw a burninR pole

soaked in kerose~e on one end over to an ~rmenian house.
ians turned the pole arounrl.

P,

~he Armen-

threw it bR.ck, k the Turk house burned.

The French used tanks in Aint2b.

Dr . Lambert ca:ne up with the

convoy that-bro u~ht the Tanks , & says they -made good ti~e.

Then the

French foolishl y se'l:':!t a t9nk thru the town with soldiers followin 2:
on foot. ·The Turks shot all the foot solrtiers , then the tank ~ot
into

A

ewhile,

ditch~ turne1 over on its side.
t~en decide~ it

WAS

out

started out to teke nossessi on.

.p

0.1

The Turks watched it

•
co:nmi• s s1on,
so a bi~ crowd of them

The tank officer waiterl till they

were 2:1 close up, t~en let loose withe mAchine ~un, so there was
so~e r~~l killin2: on.

'l'he tr-mk of course w:=is just playinR: tld.ean 11

ln the C.2. tc .h~

Dr. ~a~bs~t cs~e from Aleppo with a French convoy later with
2.utc-s .·~: ::; -::·..1.L9.n,:;=::s

··,:

wqr:ons~

'.: took P-11 the orphens out of the eity

He says it

Fr e~ c ~ ~ ~-slry

~~~~~in2

them.

R

terrible time.

The French in the 6olle~e thought

Th e cr:ivalry officer
thru Ht :0,::.-:::h a bl 1 111."1er~

WRS

CA.me

in

little later m11d cleB.r

P.

'I'he shells only wounded his horse however .

Re~urni~ ~ ~a Aleppo ~ith the orpans the Turks attacked , but the

K~owing these thin~s I 1 m not particu l~rly anxio11s to go to Aleppo soon if fi~htinP. : begins ~~qin.
by auto about July 10 or 15th,

if it lsn 1 t too hot.

money eno 1.ur.h.

If there is no WB.r I will ~o out

to ~leppo ,

then

Jerusale m &

Cairo

Fro~ there I don 1 t know ~ow 1 1 11 come.

I h.p,ve

1 1 11 shin my trunks from Beirut rlirect to New ~ork

vi 9. Cook I s 9.P.:ency

2

c

just tA.ke he.nr1 bar;:::i:age home.

buy !.'l'le so:-ne new clot!'l.es

x..c

In 'fl.Jew York I 1 11

thro1-J my uniforms rl.own a sewer, if I have
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enou gh mone y left .

Will try to be home Sept . 15th if all ~oes
well .

It will be too hot to trav el much .
to r:ill the hous e.

Must clos e now.

Than ks aR:ai n for al 1 the

X:"TIA

Lots of love

s r: ifts .

Stan ley.

~.To the f8mi ly of Jpme s q• Kerr
Darb y, Penn sylv ania

Stan ley E. Kerr Coll ectio n
Prop erty of Susa n Eo Kerr

H2rash

June 25, 1920.
Dea.r Dad:

Just a little more news, so I 1 ll write some more.

Mr. L:yrrian re-

turne~ Sunaay ni~ht f'rom a month ' s trip thru the villa~e s no~th of

Marash .

He visited Zeitoo n, then ':.-Jent on to :} eu1'.'kso un with two

geyy1;,_r:::1e s ~

PD

Armeni B.n interu reter & a 'rurk "Kati r .i i

take s2~e of the animal s)~

'

(

or mR.n to

About three house nj_.stBr1 t from :l-eu:"'kf>oun

a Circes ~ian on horseb a ck pa~seri the~.
as a nc~sd robber •

1

The gen(iF1rm e ch:i.ef knew hlm

.Shortly r.f~er this three Ku:rrls passerl them on

f'cot.
~J~~

Hal~~~

the

i~~~c~iG~

1st~~ th9y ~rocee ie~, the r6ad takin~ the~ thru a cut

s:

t~e vnice thBy saw three rifle bsr~el s pointin ~ at

brain ~ t~e other with

R

broken

The fu1rd s sprRng out~ at the

direc~ ion of the Circss sion, still hid in the ~1shes , blindfo lrterl

pocket s.

?::-1.ey n:ot

m:r li tt1e vest poc~{et camera fro~r, Lyman, but missed

his ,.;.q tch & so:ne :>ioney ·" chis pistol .

up his nistol , too.

But Lyman thouP.;}1t becit to give

7he Circas sion ~ave the Kurds the horses ~ some

~old, & for himsel f took the two coats & my cRmera
money.

In all they rrot 110 "old liras ( about

which I

WRS

i550)

~

the re~t of the
of relief money

sending to our ornhan a~es in Geurkso uri & Alb~st en.

Mr. LymAn looke~ efte~ t~e wounde d ~en1erm e as soon as the banr!it s

. left them.

'T'':ley carrier ! him -- to a neP.rby 'l'urkis h villaf"e •

The
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_gendp,_rmes in this villaa;e made no effort to run down the robbe .r s.

As soon g_s -possibl e Lym:.::m went on to ·'1-eurkso un R,c notified Mustac)h a
Kemgl Pasha of what had haupene d.

After a few days one of the fu1rds

we.s ca.ught, .& 36 liras t>ecover ed.

'11he r:r.overmnent · knows where the

Cirnass ion lives but apnRren tly no one cares abn11t botherin R hi~.
So this is

R.

G~~~~

BRO

d~ys

er ~asss:~ e.

nice co1mtry for tourists !

here in M~rash the Turks niRrly pulled off anoth-

A Dervish named

Ali Cesar in a speech in a mosque _tol~

the Tu~~s that the French were 2noroach in7 & that ene~ies still were
He told t~em to fjrst kill thB
- .r·.:..-,

~r~~~~~~~

Thin~s oegan to hapoen
~1 1 ovAr t~e city ran to the colle~e for sqfety .

even aRia another Tur~ to

sick 4.r~en1an

to kill :~a Ar~enia~ s,

~

only ~it~ ~ifficu lty.

Hearin~ of the spe~ch that Dervish Ali made,

the :f:,itese~' 3ef

-'<:

Turkish learters arlroit thRt it W8S stonned

Chuharia re Zade Moharnme t went to the mosque

to the Turks agRinst doin~ this.

9:.:_

talked

The genrtPrro es in the city were or-

derad to '.-:irevent trouble, & so nothing hP-.pDened.

But this showR the

feelin~ o0 the populat ion here a~ainst the Armenia ns.

The governm ent

doesn 1 t want anythin~ to happen to ~ive it a bad name arrain but the
people are stro:::-1::;er thRn the rfovernm. ent now

Must close now.

~

can do 8.s they please,.

Will write more later.
Stanley .

388
11 0 Mr. James -q_ Kerr

Stanley E. Kerr Collection

Derby, Pennsylvania

Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Aintab, Turkey
,July 1st

1920

Deer 1-.1other;
TodB.y I 1 m in a n.c.;w count .r y,

it seems, 8.ltho j1.1st .50 miles from

I ~ot 8 note in M~rash yester~ay sayin~ Miss Mather,

R

re-

lief worke~ wrs in ~intAb WRitin~ for us to take h Pr to ~Rr~sh.

So 4u~sbur7e r & I ceme in the 8Uto t~ts ~orning with 0ne ~en~~rme,
& hei ~o trouble.

tin~ stuck.

C~osse~ the tk River in the river bea with0ut Ret-

Before we reache~ the river we passed a forlorn lookinrr

Turk stan~ing by t~e ~os1.

qe wAvea for us to stop~ sPia four a~maa

Kuras hAri just robb8~ him of his fou~ h~rses & ell his stuff~ harl

disap ~e red ove~ the hill.
0

i--ie l'lc:emed to thinK we ou.rzht not to v.o

?rench fln~s ½e~e flyin~ on the colle~e & on stron~-

side of the city~
the car (for we we~e f1yin~ the Turkish flr~),
who or1e.re<1

th_n

t the cPr coulrl

rm on.

then callerl Rn officer,

the sentry rRn ehePd Rn~

onenad a pRte in ~ co~nlicate d b~rberl-wi re fence.

Next a 'l:'urk sentry

ran out in the roe.d at the next corner but we just scooted by & up
the hill to the hosni tal.

We now find we are not supposed to r:i:o dm-rn

the street without that sentry's oermi~sio n.

culiar stBte.

The city is in

2

pe-

r,.ccordin~ to the terms of the arm:i. stice the French were

to wi thrl.rf:lw from ti.inti:ib to thelr ca.mp, so the Frencl-i merely move<'l
to their cP-mp - - the coll ev2 which is i::riprel!nRb l e..

'rhe A.rmeni :=ms
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here -put up a fine fight ?-c dictR_ter] the terms of the Ar:'l'l.J.stice .

'l'h ·e .4.:Tiericens here -p!'edict more trouble.

'I'he Turks think the A!'meni-

ans are very strona.

'T'he fio:htinf't here

Let them think so.

different from ;'i1r1r?-sh -- tanks,

town, cavalry charges ,
here nerhaus 30 or

40

etc.

much

F.1.rmo!'ed cP-rs, aeroplane s bombinP'. the

But it differed from ~RraRh in th?t

Armenia.ns were killed, while in 1'·,~ 2rash 10 or

12 thousand 1Jerishe:1.

.500 'rurks.

WH~

Here perhaps SO French were killed arid hOO or

3y the 1-rny,

the French fo11ght t:r'ue to _.form, t11eir- 13ero-

plane bo :,:bing their own ,'Josl tions by mJ.stP.ke ,;> ciropp:Lnrr French '.11-a:tl
just as they did in MRrash.

'de :1-s 2 r

th? t :)r .. L s.mbert, when he left :•1sr,rnh, ·w ent to /'>.1 enpo,

then r•eturnw1 tc ::.i::1tab ?.: on his seGo:::.d r '.:~ turri to ll.lepno t:.ook two

big tr ~ ck l oP~s cf ~~maniRnA to 4lenno.
fro :--r1

~

·- 7' .. .

stonped t h em, r0bb 0 rl all of evervthin~

.._

w~l~e~ to Alen~o.

When about 30 miles eway

D~. LsmbPrt is ~etttn~ ~is shRrA of excitemen t.

is not well"<: ls not co:ninP' wit::. 11s 1 bu t wiJ.l cor.1e in ~mother• c::ir · on

Sund~.y.

I exoect to leave MRrRsh in two weeks ( or threR) ~ will be

ho~e so~ atime b e tween Sen t. 1st~ 15th.
Victrol a back to ~R r ~sh!
& we

R:!'.' 8

ter .

Situ8tion in Marash is not goof.

qu,qrrel:i.np ; p,bont the hosnj_ti:il.

Lots of love to a ll.

We are Roin~ to tPke a

The T11rl-cs

The 'T.'urks th:i.nlc it :Ls theirs.

Sor-ry I h2.ve to ,,,rri te such a short hur-rieii let-

HGve been a l ittle sick, but Rm O.K . a~Rin.
Str-inley

To Mrs. JRmes ~- Kerr
Darby,

Pennsylva nia

Stanley E. Kerr Gollec~ion

Property o f SusRn 3. Ke r r
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To .

Beirut , Syria. 1
July 21, 1920

SEKerr

From

- -- the
- whole femil y .

Subjec t Homewa rd Bound.
Dear J?mnily :

Just hR.ve half an hour to write before startin P: for home!

As

you see, I 1 m part way there already , being in Syria, & expect to sail
this P . M. for Jaffa, or else tomorro w mornin g by U.S . torpedo boat

'f,

~- ~

thet

•

1\/T
' •

ii'

on Fri1 a y the sixteen th.

French coli.nm. wa.s to !llove tow e.rds ll.intab on the 19th, so de-

8.

cide~ to rret out bef~re th8t.

We ha~ just Rot outside the city when

a oo l i ce ~f f i c f" ~ 8lte~ us~ be~an to seRrch the cRr for mail.
about

:-=;::: ---:--

le-::-=::·:-_:_,t

so»:e

~ ~ ~er

from

~7

nocket

~

0 f

the::-n from "Prench p:ni.son ers 1

he hgri looke~ for

nPVe the~ tn him,

R

PO

didn 1 t want

while 1 I.nulle d five letters

then we st a ~t e rl sudden ly~ ~rove

.p-.p

01..1. •

& I wAl ke d in,
way t o

Rot thru t h e French lin~s all ri~ht,

~

wes well on my

t:1e /Lner. Hospi tPl when a 'I'1.:i.rlr shoved his rifle over a wall '\".

motion ed to ~e to come Alon£.
h, ;,,rn sn 1 t

at all

se-cisfl er1 ',,rh.en I

took me i!"lsirle
anothe r till I

He wanted to know where I was Roing,

2.

seir1 '~Americ P.n HR.stekh .A.ne ' 1 ..

Ho
V

Tu-rl:{is h forts & 9a s sed ma on from one sentry to
'-J"lEJ

j_n heAr'l q uP.rt e rs

took ,ne .for a Fr(·rnch ~Anr

I sur'lllen ly reAlize ~ that they

':: when I ex-ol,gj_ ner'l I w2s an 1\merica n it mane

ell the differe nce in the world.

to sh~w me the ~qy.

~

'l'he cor11manrler apnePre r.

f<c

sent a man

Soon Afterw arrls I found that there w2s al~ost

a state of war in the city a~Ain.

~he Turks harl ~emanrl ed thRt the

Ar"'.Tleni;:;ns ri:ive up a mos1ue they were :iolc'lirn :t,

X-c

when the Armeni ans

refuse'i .; bRrr·ic edes 1,,;ent n-o 811 oveY' +:;he city

?x:

shops closed .

At the hosoite. l,

I found

8

letter for me from Dad, tellinr; about

To~g?.rt wanting me to help in organic .

At noon we set off RRain for

AlepT)o, with tr.... o other c?.rs from Aintab accor'1pa nyin~ us.

One of

the~ was to go on to Alepoo, & the othe~ was carrying ci~arett es &

jam fo-r· the Turkish nchet2.s 1' who

HlW8YS

i:i:ive our ca.rs trouble.

car went ahecJ.d & distribu teri the j.gm ,;: smo~<es,

so when we arrived the

chetes were in good snirits k made no trouble at all.

we s to;roed.

The Pr·enc.h h~•ve a rrreP. t c;:imp there

trouble in ~leuuo 1 b11~ W8nt on.

rrhis

At Killis

We hear ct ru~ors of

e

~hree miles from Alenno the BMitlsh

had ere c terl a !nonu:n~n t w:i.. th the inscri ution nHere

bgttle of the ·-;.rep t Wi:ir in the Ne Pr E2:d:;n.

w,, s

fouP-ht the last

J\s we P.~YOY'oa_ched,

11

line

of soldiers couli be seen on the crest of tha hill, i suddenly an

knive s ~ bnan~is~ erl the~~ lookea ss vicious qs they coula even 0fte~
They thou.o;ht we · were F1-r·1c::nch ?~ ,;_pperen tly iwuld liked

to

" "'

,.A,,_·'-"

ha.d beBn 11estroy ed.J

9:.-:

-,~t~te1") hR}.f

only -·- n+;he '}reRt :far 11

--

showed whe:i-·e the in-

scrintio n hqd been~

So this looked li ke wqr in Alepno.

Arabs.

At the co~sula te, Vice Consul Wilson told me the situatio n.

'11 he French h8.d sent · on ul tim8tum to the

(1)

French occurJet: i.on of Alepno

( 2)

!I

( '3)

11

( 4)

Sefore enterin~ the city

As

t..rsb.5, with five points:
a militBry b::ise P.R:ainst

control of the r2llw~y from Beirut to Alepno,
~f

of all Svria •"- the Lebcinon .

No more c0nscri0 tion to Y'BiSA the A.rFJb r-irmy~

-H1e"Turks.

(5)

Punish'1! ent of' those who were helpin?: the Turks.

The Arabs of course were to have till Sunday night to rlecide.
After that the French woul"l. i:dv13nce~

We had arriverl on J<,ridAy,

&

so

if we were to get out at all would have to lePve for Beirut not later th9.n Sunday :morninrr .
Sr., turd.ay

By hustlina : I r:ot everythin ;:,: in shRne on

left nJ eppo Sunrl ay, PY'ri ving here in Beirut 2 !',. 1vr. M·on--

--<c

day.
Ir! A.l enno the city .,~as 11n~er 111artiAl

lRWe

bouriers had been

sent ss far aB t~e B~n~rat es to cell in the Berlouin s from the deserts
to fi gh~ ~he Fre~~h.

On s~turday all day the Bedouin s kept pourin~

: think I h8ve nev~r seen such a thrillin ~ si~ht as
SeverAl

stout _~~=~

t~~

~60 of their voices came rAcin~ aown the street folAll these hed come in

fro~ r ~s ~ese~~ ~~~ rein their nAtive dress.

Even boys hR~ come,

One Arab on
ly

th~u~~~

R

camel RnpHren t-

~8 on t~e street wA~e French, so he nulle~ out a curved

sword ~

~8~3

tee th~

None of us hA~ a camera au~ing all this pRrRde.

sirrns a f wh~t h.e would liks to do to us~ & showea his

The ArAbs requisit ioned two of our autos, & will mcunt machine
~uns on ~heffi to police the city.

The governm ent is es much afrP..id

of these Bedouins as of the French.
will not last lona,

RS

Arab officia ls say the battle

th.ey will _fi~ht outsi~e the city

&

if they

lose will permit the French to enter without further fir.;hting .

The

railway ove- which I came to Beirut is ~ined & will be blown up the
moment the French sta~t ~awards ~leppo.
of PI'ench, well fortifie d.
ma.ny

11

turks 11 Be

c::irloa.rj_R

At Ryak we foun~ big forces

1\t the Beirut-B ya.k rail ro2.ri we passed

of s9ndbag s,

etc.

We just P:ot out of t,leppo_

in time , I ~uess, i:i.l tho I hate to miss the fun.
My pl.1?..ns are to i;i;o to Jaffa first.

I hear there is a quHr~rnt ine

against Beirut for ulR~ue, so I was vaccinP ted this ~ . M. & will try.

·to land at Jaffa.

If I c~n 1 t I will miss Jerusale m.

I .can 1 t go from

here by rail as the ro8.d to T)Amascus ls out due to the trouble.
they won 1 t allow·me to land
to Alex~n~ rla, see Cairo,

Naples i: from there home.

Rt

I.f

Jaffa~ go to JerusAle m I will ~o on

~ nrobAbly sRid

for Trieste on

~1~.

5 on

It is saJ_:i to be impossi ble to get pas-

s2:zs frcn: ?ranee o-r Engl2.nd without w::,it:l.n,R: for months, so I will
I hPve plenty of money.

Love to all 1 from
Stanley. ,
..,,.

To the f'~il
Darby·,

~--T

of t.Tarnes q_ Kerr

?er::-: .s:rl va.nJ a

StRnley E. Kerr Collecti on
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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,Taffa , le

22 July
-----'~- ~-- -1920

Dear Stuart ~

. , -'- nowe
I 1 m in a Jew city all rignv

'I'h2.t is my only objec tion to

it, but it surely makes me sick to see wh:Lsk ered Abraha ms with
little derbie s a~ain. I arrive ~ here at 2 P.M. on the U.S.S . toroed
o
boe t - - destro yer ~Tohn n. E,lwR:rn s, which left Beiru t R. t 5 this
morning.

We had a fine sgil down the coRst ,

&

ware treRte d like prince s.

There we.T.'e three of us, a · Britis h office rt a French Y.M.C
.A.P:ir l who
i .s in the Relie f work .o,_t Beiru t, and I.

got over it yet.
1n,·17

-]

P
_ P..- ~sn,-.Jr_·t.
_ ._..

We were all sick, & hn ....i'en I t

The Britis h ~era didn 1 t want to let me lRna,

s,~.·_ ,__,-~

tri:;-·,r~n+
•.J--1.)° _":IU'-' '

_y ._""'l

;.."\, TI"·t·
.1 \..,

P;:il
- · - '· · -

es+-ine
•J--

•

AS

In Jl.lep"90 on July 17th I

got a. letter f:io:".l "h,)me i":Jte-i awP..y bp_ck in Decem ber, enclos
ing a riu-

plic et~~~ ~ f

~~~

:heck

D8rl

sent me, also a lette r of your~ to Dad

I h.sve nle~ty of :mnney

P..S

l)r.

Lambe rt raised rny sRlRry twice,

so I'll h8.,re sor;-ie left. over when I .P.:e t

to T.\fe1'1' York,,

I <ion' t like t~e i :-1- ea of tee.chin P.; ap:ain .
when you wRnt to study.

Bowev er I ~on't see how to ~et out of it.

If I oon t t like it I cAn come back to 'l'u:rke y.
& wish I

waA back in MRraA h.

Howev er, I 1 m on sho~e

~

It is too much strain

I

am sick of t:r8vel in2:

I ~at e the i0ea of h8ving to gn.

expec t to

vo to Jerusa lem tomorr ow.

· Co '1mand er Sharpe of the '.'lestr oyer had. me write an 8ccou nt of
0

the ?v1ar8 sh troubl e

?-c

the recen t s i tu3 tion, for .1\rimi r..:il Br:l s tol .

consu ls in Alenpo & Beiru t Rive me a pain.

The

They rlon!t take any in-

teres t at a.11 in the troub les of Armen i8ns in ~faras h.
Th8 French e.re tryin;,. ; to P:et into more troub le.

a~e ~oin~ to try to cAntu re Dames cus

&

Aleppo both.

I hear they
They cou1an 1 t

hold Maras h so are tryin~ so~eth ing else.
This city JAffa is hot.

What happen ed hePe anywa y7

Dia Jdnah

S.8il fromhere ?

both.

I forR;et,

CrDS5

-th~ Af-lai\tic. ~ J-ted,f--efra()ea.vi

There is no tellin~ when I will be able to get a boat for

N.Y. f:rom Na-oles, _but 1 1 11 do my best to be home Sept .. 20th.

trunks probably won't be the~e till a month or so lAte~.

My

TherA is

so much red tape to trAvelin ~ just nowt esnecia lly here, on Recount
of a que.rent ine aq;8 inst bubonic plague.
0~0

I WR.s v2.c cina ted two

a Pys

for it, but have to report three times to the heRlth ~epa~t-

ment i~ Jerusale n.

s~d

is life in this crazy Asia. Hone to see you

in rya~~y ~fter a couule of months if all ~oes welle
wishes

~

Lots of good

love from
St R_nJ.e~r.,

StPnley ~. Kerr Collecti on

Lencs~~~ ~, Fenn s ;lvania

Prousrty of Susan B. Kerr

Syn·o.o OrphAAo.:;e
neo..,-

R-eii

~a.-:ir

Jf

.J'cn.t.so..!el">\

,July

?5

1920

Here we a~i in ol~ Jerusele m, on. the way to the U.S.
1 1 11 RBt home before this letter ~oes.

I wrote a letter from Jaf-

fa seying I h 0 rl arrived there by U.S. Destroy er.

From there I cRme

here by rsil en~ am now the gue~t of ~r~~ ~Ansfie ld,
the great ector.

t~e

Bverybod y he~e has treqtert me rojRlly.

ternoo~ they took ½e in

R

~his ef-

Ford ave~ to 3ethlehe ~, & yegter~R Y I

all th2 olaces ever mentione rl in the Bi ble, I think.
Ttn:

--

widow of

SRW

'l:his city is

have transnl2 nted everythi n~

,1.1,.

In the Chu!'ch of the Holy

is ~e~lly iis~usti n~.
a.r>e so jef:,lou.s of APch other th.s t the P-overnn1 ent hRs to have Voslem

guards on h~n~ 0n ~olv aRvR to o~event ri0ts between tho two fRctions .
In t :ne to:r:b of' ~h-ri st the "'.nR.rble slab is in two pieees, one for the
Greeks & one for the Latinsl
shown all Jerussle m, many pleces reRlly euthen-

tic -- the olri teI11-01e

,nouse

_01~

place,
stoned,

R~e2

where Solomon s

temple ,,.rps built,

the

-;-,•
1
rl 1 e.·1~e, !)00~
of Bethesri a, Christ's prison, the Jews wailing

the city walls

-<c.

rt s t e s ,

St

• Stephcn :s ~ate where Stenhen

the tomb of Dsv:i.ri, <c m;:,_ny othe-r>s.

WRs

In the Afternoo n R Ford

took me to Bethany, the to::11b of La,rnrus , ~ethsema ne , Hount of Olives,

& the

mount of Ascensio n,

dozen other places.

Gordon I s Cal V8.ry :\: the tomb,

?s:

The guir1es are all liRrs.

:'.-c

half a

One showed me a

clace where he sBiCJ. the Sermon on the mount was p 1'.'e-8ched, .,-c in the
same _ElP-.ce had the footpt>i nt of Christ when he ascended ,

Blso

R.

hole in the rock where t-foseFJ rested his sta.ff while he tRlker1 with
God,

x the spot where Moses stY>uck the rock & WP.ter came fo:rth_.

I told him he lied~ he vot maa!
After this big ~ny of si~htsee ing I beRt Mr. Ash, the directo r
of this orphanag e, at 2 s~ts of tennis & two ~ames of chess & lost
two gam9s.

Today I went to Bethlehe m, so call Je~usale m finished .

I cou.l.d rro do,,m to the DAarJ SP-8

?,:

Jor-nan, but hrwe seen both. of

them fr~~ here q11ite ulainly so don 1t care to ~o farther.

(),-""
\ ..• ~

q,'• ......\_ ,:.-:,i.
...,

'":I

...J

r,

Jerus0le m

nor~in~ the suto is Rn i n~ to JpffR, so

yet whetheY' I cPn qet it n~ not.
I am homesick for

?'-1::>Y'8

sh Rlreo.0y ·'-c am convince ci that if _4merica

is still full of strikes & H CL. when I return,
Ma.rR sh &: take yrrn hri th me to run Rn orphan A ,7 :e.

hsve to P.:et m8. '~ r i e -4.

~

do J. t.

See if yon c.sr1 find

8.

I Rhall go back to

If you won 1 t go I 1 ll

>!ow rJoe s that strike you?

boo'.{ call eel "The r.~·,re of Zei toon ' 1 by T.sl-

bot Mu!1dy ( Bobb ::i 1'1led.ll Co.,

publ i .she:rs).,

It is

13.

won,'lerf ull y ex-

c iting story of just the country I 1 ve been livin~ in, & you will res~

i t in one 1ay it is so excitinR .

Be sure l Ret it.

I hope you hqve been Mble to re8a my scribbli n~.
till I ~et home to translR te.

from you till I

~At

home,

If not, wait

I don't expect to ~et any more news

so you needn 1 t answer this.

Just give ~y

'!>91
l.ove to all the f a:nily.

troubles.

Am feelini:r, fine S·ince I got rid of MR.rash I s

Love to ell from
Stp.n ley

*
To Marion Kerr

Washinrrto n, D.C.

Stanley E. Kerr Collectio n
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Port

Sairt,

le

Au~. 2, 1920

Dea.r Mother : -I have a little time now to ~rite

around to the steams hip ~~ency AgRin.

letter before trottin g

R

I was never so ~is~us tea in

my lire as I 1 ve been here with steams hip R~enci es. tryinR to ~et out

of the countr y.

In Cairo I finally ~ot

ticket 6n the qussiP.n boat

R

F.Stu. efter failin~ to flnd anythinP -:

for Its::.y.
rce a T
J .S.

'I'hen !lext day I ?net two AmericP. n ar!"ly office rs who told
:~rmy tr a nsco-r-t WP.s at Port S::,id on its way to •rriest e.

They ~al i ~e that I could ~o on it,

went :·: : ~~ :h~

: ?~ ~~

&

~dvlse d me to sell my ticket

to the tr anspor t, but Cantain GRllow af sRid

I c o~ l ~ ~o if 2~ : ~~r the ~~e~ic 0n consul or the Cheko- Sl nv consul

woulrl ~ ive hi m

w~itten r e nuest to t Pk e

a

anyth.:~r-._:;; f-:::r you·· r.i:r1'"1 walked off.

been dis:: '.) 1,:-, teou.s.

It is the f'i-r>st tlme P.nyborly hr-:s

whi le the reel consul is away~

101-·r ay '..: he: ssi.d

11

Go to the SJ.av consul. ."

out just what '}ellow ay hRd 8sked for.

next mor~in ~ eerly

~nothe~ chRp ne~ea

I finri. now he is Rn EnP.:lis h~an substi tuting

1

Amer. co ~s~ l

~e~

~

RS

So we told CAptain Gal-

So we went & h&.d him wr1 te

We tool;: this on boar>rl shiD the

Gallow ay sai1 it w~s O.K.

~

we miQht ~o.

~he

b o8t was to seil at noon so we got our bagg &ge on board and were making our selves as comfor t8ble as Possib le on ~eek ( the cabins were
full,

&

nothin~ left but 1eck spRce) and. at l? ~., the time set for

the boat to sail, a messRP: e c11me from GallowA y at the ;,\ merica n con-

sulate saying he could not take usJ
bu.the S8id he couldn 1 t

do anythin r:.

So we WBited for him~ protes ted
The consul hg_rl sairl "Let them

1
-·
t a~e
a regu 1 ar passen~ er vessel.

II

So we had to Ret off again & go thru all the custom's red tape
again.

Hebonst, tha Chataqua ~an, is ~oing to advertis e otir consul

here in Amer_icA.n ps.pers, ?-c I wish you would let some reporter s
publish my opinion o.f him as a -::-!---.

11

Let t;he reporte r fill in.

It took us two day~ hard work and five rowbogt trips to the boat to
get -piSr'.Tlission to ;zo, ~: then to hHve th8.t chan~ed was too much.

We have spent the rest of our time hBre tryin;:,:: to i:ret a. boat for- ·

eny1-rhe:>e outside th.is pest hole of a city
ceut the most ex9ensiv e.

j

but can I t

There is a Lloyd ~restino

[?:Bt ·

anythinQ '. ex-

boat leRvinrr

here in s.bout fo'1r hours foy, Venice, via ,Uex:=mn .ria & Ciorfu, wl-1 :i.ch

we may po3sijly RBt, but if we do we will have to travel third class
to Al ~xs~1~i a
I can~ ~~

q

~

?~a

to V8nice.

We are gain~ to _ try for it Anyhow.

b~~: to X8~seil les on the 11th, but hRve all my mnney

chan~ea to Italien, as I expected to PO to TrieQt0 on the tranRpo rt,
so he ~e to chen~e back an~ los9 10% on exchRng e.

If we succeed in

Petcin2 o tf this P.~. on this boat 1 1 11 me~k on thA outRi~e a~ this
envelo1)9

(on the back) t~1e n.qr-r,e of the vessel \: the destinA tion.1

From Venice I'll either go to Florence , ~ome
P 2.ri s

~

NRples, or perhaos to

2,: Lor:i.do:1..

I hart en offer yester~a y of a free ride on the U.S. Army rrRnsport •:crook:e" to ~1TF1nillP.., via InrliP.

Ch:ina.

P,:;

,fapanl

But they tolrl

me I couldn' t get to ~ew York before the mid1le of October, so I
didn't ~ccept, as I woul~ lose my chaLce· of a fellowsh ip or the o ther offer~

But thP..t would have been a fine trip.,

This country is just as full of the seven nlRRUes

RS

it was in

Pharoeh 1 s time, only they qre in the shape of bootblAc ks & pea<ller s
who hound a fellow every moment he is on the itreet~

If you ~et a

shine, no matter how poo~, you 8re sure to hAve ten other b6ys hollerin g

'U'J.

"shine " at you every ten feet .

Then if you sit down somew here

B

boy will come~ DePfor m tricks for you, sliRh t of hend or
conto rtionist, ,'i: then demand money from you
do it.

8S

thoucrh you haei 8Sked him to

't'hey r3ri ve you era :;,,y, :<,: you hP..ve to have e cane or cl nb to

keep them awr;.y from yolia
ch,;,ir outsid e the hotel

'This is a f2.ct, ·thst if you sit rlown on
-'?,c

close your eyes

R.

P..

mor1en t, a boy wil:1 . be

shinin g your shre s when you open your eyes l

In G2i ro I

SR.W

the Ei:rynt i,gn museum. '< had a lo:-:,k

R.t.

oln. FhP..,.'OA h

w~o is lyinIT in stP.te t½.ere, the one wrio ODD"'e ssed the IsrRel
j_tes,

("-,;, also the one who ...r,g s rulinP : when the ,~xodus took oli:,ce .

"'he!'e are

lots of mmnmy~ there and Rll the best Z~ypt ian sculp ture~
ar t .
Cairo is really a fine city.
On SAturd ay I S8W the P~nce ssion of the Holy Carpe t in Sriro.

Sc

1()() ()

~r:- l-

drille d -- then the '-i:oly

while 6 3 cannon shots w.ere f Lne i, ,,.-: then s t::irte d on its .i rrn!'ne
y to
i"'.ecca .

It was quite a si~ht.

Hope everyb ody :=,t; home is '1.rell.

I am feelin g fine.

you all about the miadl e of Septem ber if All ~oes well.
e~ain from my next nort.

Will see
Wi11 w~ite

Lots of love to all, from
Stanle y

To Mrs . James ~. Kerr
Darby , Penni ylvani a

Stanle y E . Kerr Colle ction
Proue rty of Susnn E. Kerr

Corfu, Greece
Auer.,· 10, 19?.0.

Dan:

T)eg_r

I 1m still - on the ~eep blue sea, ofr the coRst or ~reece, & will
be at the island o f Corfu in a few hours .
just at the borier of Albania.
dom o:" Ul yss e s, b 'J.t nnt

:::i.

Corfu is on the west coast,

We just uessed Ithaca, the old kin~-

very bii::s island.

7;i~l y::m. .i::i:e t the 1 et ter I mid led at Fort Said?

I arMre s ser- it

It ,,.rn_s stamped & Rdo.ressed & left
..
~-<"·
on a. ts.ble in
-c'..n e 0.:.-1.lce

~~~re

f
Q__

"he
"{;
, _~

s te arnshi-o agency, so- I hope it was

~ ssnit ®1ch news in it, except that I was sailinR on

b~ s~ o~:~~~ea s!~~e.

We stonued for two days ~t ;1ex. then urocee~-

c~~~s~tin ed fnr nlegue as

C~et e
of t hs

~ ~9
~:~

.

_,_
iv

C!'.l:ne from Belrut •

Fro:1

½oat ~9aiea for Kala~Rte, a Greek town at t½e heR~ of one
i~lat3 on the sout~e~n coas t 8f Gre~ce, not far from the

Th e t own is situe~e1 in a bequtiful bAY surrounded by
the S,::;art::'::: hills.

Haboust (H ChBt~J.oua. lecturer who is tra.veling

with roe) end I went for a swim, ~nd had a gre8t time for a hour~
Tods.y w~ continued. our jo'.1rney & hr:ive been skirting the west-

coast of Greece.

'rhe country is very mountFlino us, with vineyards &

houses stuck on the si~es of the cliff.
of his garden into the sea.

A man could easily fall out

The steamer passed between the i~lands

Kephalona and Ithac8, famous :=i.s the kingdom of Ulysses.
I expect to
a big palace

ft,O

here.

ashore at Co-rfu in the morning.

From Corfu we r:r.o to Brindisi

,9,c

ri:1he Kaiser has

Bari on the coast

of Italy, then on to Venicer which we should reach early Saturrl.ay

morning .

I 1 ll look A-round Venice on S8turriay , and r.:o to St. MRrk 1 s

cathedr al on Sunday morninQ , then on to Florence for a ~ay to see the

art gallerie s.

I won't stRy in Rome more than five days and perhaps

three or four in N8ples Rnd Pompei, then will do my best to ~et to

the U.S. in the fastest time possible , and should be there by Sept.
15th.

If I can't ~et a stea~er Rt Naples I'll go over to Marseil les

& then to Eavre or

Lon(:lon to look for one.

So fRr this trip has been fine.
eats.

Fine weather , no rollin~, ~ood

The boat only makes 9 miles ah hour & will take in all 10 days

from Port Said to Venice, but I 1 rn puttin/:1'. my time in learning French
&

making sood 9rogres s.

I 1 m travelin p second class~ and can 1 t see

any ~iffs~en ce bstween my Bccornod Ptions and first class except thRt

roo~ h~s three bsrths, Z my comuRnl ons ere Haboust Rnd a ~ermAn mission~~7 returni~ ~ to ~ e rmRny from Beirut.

3er~nan le.dies with the:Lr whi.te

C!'Jps

The French ~o~cerl the

von would.n 1 t hAve much syr:rc~t~y

for• the French and '.3ri ti sh 0011 cy of s toppin17c all G-e1'.'rrurn rn:i s s ion work
the world.

morrow.

Must close for toniP,;ht, & will write more to-

Love to all, from

To Nr. James

::z.

Kerr

Darby~ Pe nnsylvs nia

Stanley •.

St:=mley E. Kerr Collecti on
Property of Susan E. Kerr

Venice It::il y
Au~. 14, 1920
De21~ Mother :

This is Satur~ a y rtight ~nd I 1 m in anothe r country a~ain.
seems I strike a new one every week now.

It

Four weeks a,w in 'T'urkey ,

then the next in Syria, the nextj Palest ine, then Egypt, Crete,
~

Greec e ,

n o w It~ly.

I wrote a letter from Port Said which I for-

got t a 7eil, so you may not ge~ it, 8nd then mailed Bnothe r at Corfu,

an isl s nd off the coast

·1.oe.nia.
·
.

We stopped for half

_t..;

at Corfu so I ~ent ashore .

It

WRS

a very intere sting town.

Corfu

we s the ·o 9 se for the .A."'leri can 8Ub 0hass ".'' S in the kiri A.tic duri~o.:
Next we stooned at

Thi s was a bi ~ nRval base, &
while
l

P...
- -r,_.f"l,a,_,{1•

:-r·: ire t..-.2 ::'.' e se v er·?..1 s eP. -ol a n es si<i. rr...mwi around the hq~hou r

·.·.e'::

['__. _
••,_.

t_ 1n:.- P~. ,,. ,_
. . ';'. ~~
\.,.._. -_
_ ._

c-;\+.. v

o~-, ., ~,

-+-

Y'!
r:. Av
..
! . c-

s+--on r
v

,.

T.re
""

t )nn 1
lJn-'-·-'-

heoy,.4
......
• • -;,, . :, , .. 0 .L

stri~e w~1cn wa s t n hi~ in thet night, so l e ft quickly .
.
.
'
~ere
h
in ..Venice
B~
,..,

t"'ll
o.

.ii.;_

•·. ,,nprsl
.;ry,c,,
• .:, .- .

We erriver J

~

~

journey from Port

• .:J

::iB.1

-J.""

1

any~

Veni c e is certain ly a wonrl e r~Q
can8.l s r::s !rns a. biP.: iHffere nce~

gest ~obber s you c~n find~
no othe.r,
e d.

'1-F1y

to

c~0t

.....v~f, ani the
streets bein~

CJ.

The gondol iers howeve r are the bi~-

At the shin this P.M. they thourrh t we ~ar1

to the hotels x.: woulr1

DAY

anythin g they demand -

A 0irty dago wante,1 10 li ras for c2.rr y inp; my sui tease down a

flight

of

stairs and SO lir·s .s to row me to the hotel -- ( one lira

= 7 cent s no•,r).
liras.

I told him

11

0,rntoh ello': Rnd later P.:ot one for 10

They ~o their best to cheat you at every turn.

My compe.n i.on on the trip from Port SP..icl

WP.

s a SyriRn -Ameri can

chap but hasn't g;otmuc h "manne rs" 2nd so we had a scrRp :9i: p:=irted here.

I told him if he was goinR: to call hims elf an Americ an he woulrl h8ve

to be more polite to people.

am sein;;l'.

So now,

Venice in corrrnany with a

11

just for today & tomorrow, I

Kopt n.

The Kopts ·?-re the de-

scendants of the ancient Egyptians, & are Christians.

He is a law-

yer from Cairo i':e certainly has it in for England, as ::ill Egyptians
do, & with good reason.
on his stomach.

hotel.

w.9 .lk,

He is on his way to Milan for an bperAtion

We took a gondola togAther from the station to the

He didn I t like the :1-rlea of so much water & so little sine-

'.~ our first i"l!pression of the nsR.fety 11 of the streets WR.s a

bad o::.:e, for we hadn 1 t gone more than several hundred yards when we
he2rd s::r.s9..::2s & saw a. boy strug gling in the water.
the c~i.rO i~to t!J..e

fishaf

~!~

!t

st-re et~! Fi: 1ias c1rowning.

out, ~~conscious 1

~

He had fallen off

:..4 R; ondoJ_ a carr.e alon~ a.1).d

took him off to a hospital.

My hotel is on this canal,
From th e hotel I

a moto,...,boat sco r~-:-inp: up the c&ns.l with the i\rrierlcan :flrui: flying

:~a ?lR~~ c~

st.

Mark's is a wonderful nlace.

a.lso :~-e ?.g_~3ce c)f the Do;;ree the!1 take

again.

r.:.onrJoJ.a

SAW

.9:e

We spent the even-

ide to see the canAl
and since
? ~~ins leeve for Florenci only at ni,:;.:ht
I would arrive
/\
8

!0

et Flc ~a~ce at 3 A.M. I am not going to stop the re but will go right
on to Rome, l e aving here tomorrow niRht.

Cooks here say that no pas-

sa~e cqn be boo k ed to New York for two months!
thin~ at Naples I 1 11 go to En~land.

If I can 1 t get any-

The same U.S. transport thRt

fooled me in Port Said will be in Naples the first of Au2ust . & I may
try to pull ropes to

ITO

on it to N.Y.

~his bein~ the case I may pos-

sibly not - reach A~erica as soon as I expected, but will do my best .

I

1 :rr1

ar1xious to r:tet home a8 +:his travelinP~ business isn 1 t .::ill it is

cracked up to be, especially Rlone~

I wish some of you we~e alon~

& we could enjoy it to~ether.

I mtist close & go to bed.

Hope you

are all well A enjbyin~ summer vacations & getting rested from all
your hard work.

Give my love to all the folks.

Lots of it, from
Stanley

To Mrs. James~. Kerr
Darby, Pennsylvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collection

Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Boma, li

~.Ue"1.

17

1920

Dea.r Mgrion :
This is the uoores t Wop hotel I 1ve struck yet, so I 1m not .~o--

ing to E;tay long in this town.
town.

Howeva r, this is 11ome, & oulte some

I arrived yesterd ay & have done so much sir:htse einrr alrearJ y

the.t T 1m almost reRrly to-qui t, :i.n spite of our friend Bardek er who

seys

::)rl,";

m.ust take at least 10-~14 days.

'l'he tro~1bl e with him is he

seems to think a touris t wants to see every picture gallery & every
churche

.Person ally I just 1ike to see the most interes tinQ'. things ,

& don rt lil<e -to

ing.

put

so rn2ny small side trips thst it ~ets tir-

Yestc:r· day -~ ~-ie!1t to the old 8orn8.n ?0rum Ee WRn0e:r e0 &round

awhile t

~.::-.u.n o,::-·:'.' °S"..) c:he Coloseu m ·

:°'-£

climbed 8.roun.t -it for :--m hour

011 te~nle3 to ~e ~or~ impre2 sive, but now beliAv e Ba8lbe k in Sy~ia

is the ~raste st ruin in the w~rld, as everynn e 8nys.

Baalbe k is

enormo us comp21..... ed to thi::i ruins here.

Today I visited St~ Feter 1 s and the Vatican ~rt ~allery .
Peter; s s1:·rel_y is the o:ranri,.:::st u1e.ce ever built~
phie & t:--ie ;:,:reP.t M0s0ue s of.' :i.:2:ypt
er

S8.W

?:c

St.

It equals St. So-

Turkey al1 put togethe r~

I nev-

such wonder ful rwteri als !'or buildin rs _ _; beauti ful colored

marble s, alabas ter,

~

all sorts of rare stoneR .

T
...., • .,,,
.,.n
val.1. o

there is

a whol e mo~que built of alabas ter, but this is richer~

I r'lidn 1 t see Rc1.ythi ng of the Pope todRy, perhR.p s 1 1 11 see him

tomorro w!

I'm ~oing to the V~tica n again tomorro w to see the col-

lection s of sculntu ~e, etc.

Toriay I strolle d around behind St. Peter ' s

lookinr z fo:r the entr;:m ce to the museum , &:. strolle d A.round a corner
of the V.~1t:L can pal R.ce ~ when three p.:uR.rds s tonped me.

'I'hey lookeri as

though they had bAen filled up with uniform s in Rb0ut the yeRr 1.
They wo:r•e striped biH;i:gy uniform s of nbout 12 colors

7-c

instear J of guns

carried spears about 10 ft. long.
Colo s seu."11.

They looked Rs medieva l as the

In the art tallery I saw mqny of the roost wonder~ tl

paintin~ s of Raphael & other ~reRt painter s.

This P.M. I took a

carrai;,;e ·''c drove out on the Apian Way to the GRtacom bs & had an old
priest escort me around the passages lined with bones on shelves.
A terrible lot of people ®1st have died sometime -- there seemed to
be !rri ll.ions of shet ves.

I 1 d hate to get ·lost in theral

I drove on

out t ~'1e Via Ap1;iu-'D., saw an old. chBri ·o t race track, _ some Ancient tombs
3: acq:::.eb.1.s:::ts, etc.
1
t!F'
·.~,,,,.,,~_._:--.
:. -a:. .t:.
_, a
__
·-· ·,_
_
_

~n.,,.-:
... ~·
:
o. .t."n.

al most

~

s ~~

1

9.,,....

then returned .

Ha d a walk this evening in Rome I s

-o·r
. . . . . . . an.,
~""aG"T
t·or 'b e,:i
u•, v-.
1:1'.i.l
.l_·'r'Y"o"'t
co1 ;::,
J.'c; . ·-'-,X
_
, • 1~

I think I 1 ve seen

want toners ,~ may ~o to NRples the aey after tomor-

re-.;_,.;.,

seemed ~1nrlreds of bell s ranq
With ': ~:~ ".:::c.: l:s , _ : :,·~ e Dictures a n e cBna1s

':e

over the city.

P: onc'loles t'.1e w11ole ulace

~ 1ring the day I visit e d St. Mark 1 s & rode up~

down the ca~al s sev e ral timesy also over t o the Lido
1
baa.ch '-c :=:,e :7k ) ,.

I W8-r:.ted to see Florence , but my train stopped there

at 3 A.t. w~en I was _sound asleep~

Toroe.

(the bathinij

When I woke we we~e half way to

The country was ouit~ interest in~, old forts & cRstles appear-

in~ now & then,

~

the train skirted the ~ib e r as it neared qome.

You -~ the rest of the family must come over f,c · 3e e these nlaces
some time soon -- as soon as I can make enou~h to brin~ ynu all over .
You can sian up with the Near ~ast Relief for a few yeArs

t ime

or

~

have the

your lifee

Must close

1-<:

go to bed,.

Love to all -- i<,: hopes to see you about

a month from now , if I can ~et a berth on a ship, which won 1 t be

easy.
Stanley

To Marion Kerr
WashinR:ton,. D.C.

st~nley E~ Kerr Collection
Property of ~usan 3. Kerr

Notes

Febru ary 17 , 1919
1. "Levia than"
F'ranc e.

the ship which took Kerr from New York to Brest ,

1 . .Jeran je is a missp elling of "Jerin dje. "

2. ?.o·ber t Colleg e in Co::--i stantin ople (Istan bul ) was founde d by
Am-

erican missi onarie s .

f1nr·t_J_ .l 2, 191~
wa3 taken by the Ottoma n 1'urks in

145J.

2. Tte ~hotog ra?h of the garbag ~ collec tor in Salon ika is includ ed
:..~~ -~ j~ -~ =~ -=---:;_:_2-.~t ~. Kerr Colle ction .
-:

r . "'\ ·"'"'

_, - } ... '-i

a compa ct miner al used as a buildi ng stone.
2. )-=::--.,:.s:-ies

.::,_:.::- 2

~he Sufis (mys t ics ) of Islam , in 1'urke y and Persia .

2:. l?:L9

1 . ~lepp o, Turk~ y) -- S~anl ey E. Kerr altern ates betwe en the headings ''Ale;rp o, 'I·urke y'' and "Alepp o, Syria ." Alepp o was a. city
in the Svrian nrovin ce of the Ottom an Turki sh Emnir e, hence
the
intf..·~ chai':ge a ':)le design ations .

,.

2 . "Ha,:n.:nal" in Arabi c means "porte r ."

3, The "A:r-ab ian prince " was Ali, the son
JUDe

.,5 ,

.L

1
...

of the shere ef of l\'.lecca.

9~9
..L

1. ·r he exchan ge is Turki sh of " chok sijak ," " sijak e·ji " m.eans
,

"It·•s very hot·;" "Yes, very hot indeed ."

June 29, l(H9_
1.

(Feas t of R.ammedon)_ -- Rarnmedon should be spelle d "hamm

adan. ''
It is the ninth month of' the.Is lamic calend ar and the month
of
fastin g.
It was . during this month that the Koran was reveal ed.
by

Allah to Mohammed.

July 6, 1919
1. The "hareem " are the women of the harem, or the househ old of
an Ara·b Sheikh or chief. It may includ e his wives (he may
have a maximum of four wives in Islam) , his concub ines and
his childre n.
2. A "piastr e" is the moneta ry unit roughl y equiva lent to a
penny.

1. "Sarai" in Turkis h means "inn."

2. "Salaam and. coffee" implie s the genera l welcom ing of a guest
:.::1-:;o an Arab home. In this case, Kerr was having to exchan ge
polite uThanx: you's," "hello 's," and toasts with his Arab

1919·
l.

1.

,, _,~·..:::::ta'· c:;-,...:~,1 -1 be spelled "mucht ar."

'• :.:c.2.~c:;:," 2.:-,:i "quies kotere"
T :10 s z:2.ct meanin g of

:.:-:€,

arc Armeni an words used in bargai nthe words is uncert ain.

l, "3s.}:sh eesh" -- Arabic word meanin g "bribe ."

l. Dr. :·E·2~rion \1ilson v1as the di.rect or o.f the f'fear East Relief

upon Kerr's arriva l in Marash .

2. The town of Zei toon, about JO miles north o:f t!Iarash I was noted for its tough resista nce to Turkis h forces .
Septem ber

29, 1919

1. Trowbr idge was a missio nary who served as secreta ry for the
Red Cross in Aleppo .

November 6, 1919
1. On the well-trav elled road from Aleppo to Marash, one had to
travel via Killis and Aintab.
November

29. 1919

1. Th1:-J clipping is included in the Stanley E. Kerr Collectio n.
2. The British paid tribes in ~orthern Hedjaz (Arabian Peninsula )
to form an auxill.iar y army. The context here is unclear, as a
"1{edjaz army" could also have included British soldiers.

3

"

"Kh::i~,"
,,.-~~------

-i !1 .:.3,lra;..d
,.,_ C

.....

ffi'-"an
·"" "'no ·--ol ''
•
My

_t,J

\, ...... _

OT.
"1· 11n
- •• "

4. Bo~:g~our is a cracked wheat commonly used in ·Middle East~rn

--

-1 C·· -?r1·..,
l, ''!::•.:-.

.L.

a:::a:--." J.r•. '.:'urkish is equivalen t to the English cry, " 6h ,

".L?. --:;:.1yu a e;:-.·• i ·3 Turkish :for "ope0 the door. "

l. "::::'..::-~,:-.l::.'' ir1 Arabic means •· a lady of the house."

2. "Tulu-:.s3ere ef" is -the Arabic title for a district admin:tst:c ator.

J. Th-~ photos are include::l in rhe Stanley E. Kerr Collect.io n.
1

1920

1. ro~stapha Jermal Pasha was one of the Turkish nationali st leaders.

2. H2.lil Pasha was a high-rank ing member of the Ittihadis t government •
•rune 18, 12.._20
1. The Feast of Bairam (Kerr mispells ar; "Bayran") is the celebra-

tion following the month of fasting, or Rammadan.

2. "Ramagon" should be spelled "Ram.madan ."

412

Julv 21. 1920

1. Before the establi shmen t of the Republ ic of Lebano n in 1941,
the area 01· presen t-day Lebano n was called "Syria ," first as
a:n Ottoma n territo ry and then as a. French protec torate.
2. "Hastek anel' in Turkis h means

II

hospit al."

1. The envelop e has been preserv ed, and the bacl\'. flap reads
"Sail on 'Abbaz ia' :for Venice ,on .Aug. J,"

A Look at Present-Day Marash and MarashArmenian Communities
In January of 1980, a classmate, David Wank, and I travelled
to the town of Marash.
Today, Marash is a completely Turkish town.

Not a single

Christian or Armenian lives there: most of the families of the
Armenians mentioned in Stanley Kerr's corresponden ce now live
in Beirut, Lebanon, Aleppo, Syria, Homs, Syria, and Boston, Massachusetts.

The several churches, the Franciscan monastery, and

the seminary which appear in Kerr's photos of Marash have been

demolished.
?he -town of N.ia:rash today sprawls across the foothills of
th:e: ·:::'2.:.::.::::-us !!;.c:;r.tains, and is the home of approximatel y 100,000.
It re=ains ~he capital of its province, as it was in 1920.

Eco-

no~ically, the town is quite poor, although everyone has a roof
ove::::- their heads.

What is remarlcable about a visit to present-

day ~~::-ash, in ~iew of the Armenian deportations of the early
20th csnt~ry, is to see the effectivenes s of the results of the
deportations .

?or indeed, Marash is Turkish.

Its name has been

changei -::;o "Karaman Marash," or "Victorious Marash."

Along the

city's main street is a statue of Mustafa Kemal (Attaturk).

The

town is governei by rotating provincial governors who are not
r.atives of the town and who stay in their parts for only a short
while.

The period of the Ottoman Empire seems very played down;

old Ottoman monuments are called "Seljuk."
Because of its geographic isolation, as well as its poor
economic state, few foreigners pass through the town today.

'rhe

former Christian element of Marash which once attracted scores

of missionaries and teachers no longer exists, and consequently
the town's once cosmopolitan flavor is gone.

In a full day of

walking through Marash and trying to communicate with local
residents, we encountered not a single speaker of French or
English.

Nor did we encounter any non-Turks.

Traces of the Armenian community of Marash have completely
vanished.

From my grandfather's maps and photographs of the town

I recognized the Hittite citadel in the center of the town, certain mosques as well as ~he general geogra~hic setting.

The

absence of Christian buildings and the enlargement of the town
made it ~therwise unrecognizable.
ThE: ;_-:-J2er.iari community of Marash remains especially alive
in A.le;:;:;,~ E;, B.c:i=-ut.

After 1920, sizeable iV1arashli populations

r:ioved to these cities, and today their comrnuni ty life remains

wel:..-o=·sa!'iized..

Not politically active, Armenians maintain a

sens~ o: unity through their churches and through recreational
&.rl.i 5~crts o.r·g2.11izations.

In Aleppo there is a Marash-Armenian

Grego-:::-i2.r: cn~rch, as well as a substantial I,iarash congregation
in the Ar~enian Church of the Forty Martyrs.

The Syrian govern-

:.nent allo',v3 Armenians to have their own network of schools provided they are taught in Arabic and follow the specified curriculum of the Syrian government schools.

Armenian families in

Aleppo also maintain a sense of community through an organization
o:f soccer teams for children.
Armenian town in Cilicia.

Each team represents a native

This year, the IV~arash team was the

champion.

These channels of community organization mean that Armenian
children in Aleppo today speak Armenian, play with other Armenians.
are a.ware of their native history, and also of the period of

the.

Je. porb::rttons .

the bloo ithirsty and sayage ·~ur1-: has heen perpetuat ei
throug.:i the generation s sine e '..fo rl i ';; ar Cne ,_ an1 Armenians
remain bitter if only throu c h s tories ani not experience .
The Armenian co:.imuni ty in A1.e:~mo r1aintqins the same

cultural character istics that h~ve jeen att ri~ut e1 to

0

~.
------------:- vv
_,__
TH --=--

---

PA

/

ARSENAL

,.,........~
~

"--.,.___ ] ~.,.".,.,__,

OP 111:TRF.AT

I

~

,J'

.

1r

fz

f;;

1

-------...

FORT? -~.
3PHING8

'*'----- r---- -

')

,_

e.

0

:ii ::

,.,~'!+...

'\

~.,,. ,_"

•

/,/

~~

-~ ,

.!

f

Gl!HIWI

-~-••<-

,

lali'

.
...

,_pJ!.~'\

, .osi:.\lf.

'

i

0"'.,
.,.,

~.,fJ,'

. ,-i •.
~

:;j.,

...?::~.,

.,.,

'<I<,..

lil
<')'¢i-,!,

r}"

l'
~

"

.,ot:/
"41%

·.I .,_.\I
~

.., ...

"'"'...
'~

Altlll!NIAN QU4l1TF.li

ORCHARDS

"
BIW!Ar,Jr,/ GATI!

TO AIH'l'IJI

'

fia.p.s bf SttU1le'f e .Ke,;,\,,

~
~

,.,._.,

___ A_i1- 7

.,.........- - . .

. -......---·-

......
--·-- ----- ---·.. ...... ..,·
·-

./
_J

/

.
-"~ ,

.--"'--

,.. .,

; ~·

~

_..,..----:0-· · ·
·-.-· .,.. . !
.-·
1
'

·'

J

..
__.- '!-~

-

..

~

·· •.

_.

.,r ....... ._ .,...,. - ..• . ..,..

-~···

... . ~····~-.·, .. -~, .

~

-·- ·~·.·· ·

,,

..

1~:ii; \.

\\flf~;
»r.. tCK

SEA

' ·i.

:~i~

SEA

\
,.SyrccUSE!

C

~~;~r

Ott1>man Sultanate

'·

ear.-

I

. to Austria

ete'f.~~:tJ~ A.:/

. / :r li'l,f?

..~,...:,~,,I to Italy

] to Great Britain

.:.:·~-~;:it.,~~f

J. ~: .. :~, : .

.&.1!h9!11:i;i;1,.;:i...;.;..-,,~..... ;;', -

<·~-.~~-·~

1..:,

'!·~-

d,lf....t~J.,1:.iti!{i;;lkl.-~., )~.f.

~~'tr:h~..1/.,

1·~~~~:;{t~r,~.:-~,.j :f:~·~ :

·- Territories Obt;dnlng
'

,,

\...YJ

'
lndepende n,e,w!th
Year

l'

ll

·' ·

i
lJ

ANE AN

;.$i.!i.-?:.~-L~·~

'
-~,:... ~' <:),

\~

I

¾eL J

to Runla.

.

SEA

I)
C

s

e

to :··*-'

?"=?~t11i:1:f;:~~L~~,J1

_________

,

/,1:.,t:~,t...

......

t

"·'D

f~'

1

_~......---. ,"ld,r · nun• 'IEPneit>.,.,.r" ·-

....,.... ... ,..~,;..,._._,

l'

t;

, , , . ~ rvttr::·mrtnd'rt1'rr,

.·li.

.,•

Endno tes
1. Stanle y E. Kerr, 'l'he Lions of Mara.s h
of Nei,r York press, 1973 ) .

( Albany : State Unive rsity

2. G1,,r;nne Dyer, "Turk lsh tFals ifiers 1 and _!\rrnen ian 1 Decei
vers ·1 :
Histor io)?;ra phy and The Armen ian Massr. wres, 11 Mid.rile ..':!~2st Stud-

ies 12 (Jcnug-.L•·r 197~ '
.......__

.......

•

. -

J •

3. Ibid., pp. 105-lO ho

4.,

5onar d G., Suny, nTifl1 s: Urban izatio n e.nd the Growth of Bthnlc
Poli tics, 1560-1 9·JO, 0 . unpub lished articl e, · p .. l ...

6. Ibid." p., l r,..;,.

P. E.
"} .

:._. ~~--::=3 ~~-~-:: -·.:: :_ ~::. ..
::_.; ·---,..: ~ ~. ,:;?·~~::.

1. ~}tc

I'-h e ?re:.1c~1 Ir1f~.1.1J.ence or1 t}1.e VJ"e:ster n ftrmenj_ ar1
(}~·eir~1 ~'{or}~: ~rwa.~,rno ;e11bl.i sJ-1ers,. Inc .. , 1r1t14 ·),

~ S~]-191.~::_

_'i,2.::;::-_ -~~·:l. i-Ic~. -c:.~~n:i.sia_n, f!The .A:rr1er1i.2n ~1.;_est ion in tt1e Ottoma
n Ern?l ::· -::-f" :Sg_3:; 3,..:::,o~er m ·1 evie·:-; 6 (t-Ie.rch 1972) , p. lOe

12 .. E::::--:-:; ~: j i an,
13. Louise NRlba ndian, The Arm3n ian Revolu tlonRr Y Move~ ent
(9ePke -

lay an'.':. Los A::i;;el es; Unlve rs i ty of Calj_f ornia ?.ress, 1967), ,
~-

P~ 5::::.IJ

p.

15.

l

n~.

Har j c rie E-Iov S3?ia. n,

rr An

u~rem embere d Genoc ide/' Corrmt entary

42.

7. Ibi 0., p. 3\.

18. Ioid., p. 180.

19. Ibid., p.

14h.

20. Ibid., P«

.L.)\-1.

21~ Ibid..,

14S.

p.

.., r'n

22. :-fonald G. Suny~ " Populi sm, Nr.tion alism , and Marxis m:
the Origin s
of Revol utim18 ry Partie s Among Cauca sian Ar!nen ians, 11 unpub
llshed
articl e, p. 21.

23. Nalba ndian , p. 153.

24,.

Ronal d G. Suny,

25.

Ibid. , p.

46.

26. Hovt= mnisia n, p. L~.
2 7.

28.

Ibi. d. , p.

6.

Peter J,Ians field, The Ottom Hn . Empir e and Its Succe ssors
(Lon-

don: MacM illan Press , 1973 ), p. 11.
··-?O . 3c·1./ 2r1ni si 8.D 1 p e 7
,/

'

.'

30 •

I:::; id •. , p • 1 0 •

31.

\•foere s.s II Ot tom,1: 1i ze. tior, 11 b1pl ied for rnino ri t~~e s a polit
ical
2.lleg i a.nee to the Ot t;y:-is.n p;over n:c.sn t, the notio n of
Pan-·I slam
encocl :.~aged. tl1i.~ 1J.nity of -all !\J:tisli·r.n. peopJ_ es j_r:.
a.rr Is1..o.rriic
s~~~te "

32.
-, ·: e

35, t"i -~-~ l () S..I1 di fiil, P .,
3,._.,(.., . Ibid ~ , p. l 71 ,.

, 1- ,-,

.J..4 f •

38~ 3-::a?h en Du:r,u id, "The "::-'ol itics of
·;_;,,., S.j.."'Y'l
.,._:., ,::..,,.

J9.

l,' •.J . •

.

l

A..,.,.,,+-o_.-La
] ~ f II 7J•,1l-...
i

_""J,.:..1.":'J.. IJ

-~_,.;i,,.
··-· •.). ___(;'_J

Epc,tc.-, ,-,-,

•

J.._.... ,.,.)

./ ._, .,,. •J.

Unity : Harnid iBn Polie y in

s···u;:i~ ,::,--.
lJ

U._L ~.- ..:i

(rJT,.,~,
..! 1C•.,}

1973) j

D
._

•

14QU.

Hova ~nisiR n, p. 12.

41. Hova nnisia n, p. 13.

42.

Ibid. , p. 12.

43.

Wys 7.,orr:.i. rs lei, M8rPJ l.rtJt , n Comm unal Viole nce: .The Arme
nians and
the Copts HS G,::_se Studi es, n World Poli tics (Apri l 1975)
, p. 439.

44.

11011.eri ck David son, qef'or m in the Ot ~o~_n &rip ire 18561876
(Prin ceton : Princ eton Uni ver si ty Press , 1963) , p. 316.

Li.5. Hovan nisi1m , p. 15 ..

46.

Nalba ndian , p. 176.

47.

David son, Turke y, p. 92.

48.

Hovan r:isian , p. 16.

50.
51.

Ibid., p~ 17 ..
Ibid., p. 22.

52.

David son,

p. 101.

1 7.
Ibid~, p . 18.
D.e..~;i !J,sor.L.,

Turkey , p. 103.

_.

It,Jj., p,, 1..... -:..... 1

r .;j
~·.)

. --

65.
{..,".

\.J ,._1 .

- . -

...,

.

J

.~- ·"'1

Rich8 r1 Hoven nisian , Armen ia on the Road to Indepe ndenc e
(Los
.:1"" .S"'--: ~ s &nd Berke ley : Unive rsity of Califo rnia Press, 1967)
,
P~ l~9 ..
.,...._.
-j "
J._.J..A,.·----·

t

p. ~n

,..,,, ... 1

~

67~ Ibid., p.

49.

6d~ Ibid.

50.

~

p.

69. Ibid.., . p. 51.
70 . Ibid.,

?lo David son, ~1rkey , p. 117.
72 .. Hova.n n5.sian , On the Roe.n to Indepe ndenc e, p. l.1-9.

?J. Kerr,

p. xxi.

74. Elaine Smith, Origins of the Kemalist Movement 1919-192) (Washington: Judd .and Detweiler, Inc., 19.59).

75, Kerr, p. xxii.

76. Letters of Stanley E. Kerr, July 1, 1920.
77 . The number of refugees being fed fluctuated. from 9000 to 10,000.

Bibliogr aphy
Bryce. The Treatme nt of the Armenian s in the Ot.toman Empire 19151916. London: H.M~, 1916 .
.
..
Davidso n, Roderic H.. Reform in the Ottoman Empire 1856-187 6. Princeton: Princeto n Univers ity Press, 1963.
Davidson , Roderic H. Turkey. Englewo od Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1968.
Ebmekji an, James. The French Influenc e of the Western Armenian Renaissance 1843-191 5. New York: Twayne Publish ers, Inc., 1964.
Hitti, Philip. The Arabs in History . New York:
1964.

st. Martin's Press,

Hartunia n, Abra.ham H. A Memoir of the Armenian Genocid e.
ed. by Vartan Hortunia n. Boston: Beacon Press, 1970.

Transla t-

Hovanni sian, Richard . Armenia on the Road to Indenend ence. Los Angeles and Berkeley : Univers ity of Californ ia Press, 1967.
Howard, Henry. The King-Cra ne Corrnniss ion: An A..'11erican In uiry in
the Midd.ls East. Beirut: KhRyats , 19 J.

Kerr, Stanley. The Li.ans of Marash. :~lbany: State Univers ity of'
New York Press, 1973.
Lewis, Bernard . The Arabs in Historv . New York: Harper a.nd Row,

1966.

Langler , William L. The Di plomacy of Imperia lism 1890-19 02. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1960.
Mansfie ld, Peter. The Ottoman Emnire and Its Success ors. London:
MacMill an.Press , 1973.

Matossia n, Mary Kilbourn e. The · Impact of Soviet Policies in Armenia .
Leiden: E.J. Brill, 19 2.
Morgant hau, Henry. All in a Life-Tim e. Garden City: Doubelda y,
Page and Company , 1922.
Nalband ian, Louise. The Armenian Revolut ionary Movemen t. Berkeley
and Los Angeles : Univers ity of Californ ia Press, 1967.
Pipes, Richard . The Formatio n of the Soviet Union. New York: Atheneum, 1974.
Sh9.W. Stanford . History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey.

Cambrid ge: Cambrid ge Univers ity Press, 1976.

Smith, Elaine. Turkey: Ori g ins of The Kemalis t Movemen t 1919-19 23.

Washini:r ton: Junri and Detweil er, Inc., 1959.

