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Introduct ion

When my grandfath er Stanley E. Kerr turned eighty yea.rs old
on March 14., 1974, my brothers and I produced_ a short play for
him about the highlight s of his life.

In order to collect mate-

rial for the play, I began to ask him various questions about ·
his childhood adventure s as well as his forty-five year·s in the
Middle East as an adult.

In his _customary manner., my grandfR.th -.

er picked up on my interest and after he had seen my play began
to write me long letters about his childhood recollecti ons and
his career in the Middle East.

The letters, which he referred

to as !!Letters to Susie.,'' ultimately took the shape of a lengthy
peraonal autobiogra phy.

I-: -;;e_s -C~.:2':) '.:gh this correspond ence that I became aware of
my §;rs.:i::d.:';;;_the-:> ? s fascinatin g adventure s in the Middle Ee.st.

His

staJ ::..n the :,:idr-3l e East began with volunteer work for the Ne Br
East R~i iet o~ganizat ion from 1919-1920 and culminate d in a long
care e:> e.s ?:roi'as sor of Biocherrii stry at t~e American University of
Beirut frcm 1925 1intil the early 1960 1 s.

He spoke of his first

experienc es in the Middle East with the Near East Relief as the
most exciting time of his life.
Eis work centered in the town of Marash, Turkey, in which he
witnessed the return of many of the town's Armenians , who had been
deported by the Turkish goverrrn1en t in 191.5-1916 • . .Among his duties
as general manager of relief was the purchase ano distributi on of
food daily for ten thousand Armenian refugees.

During his first

stc,.y in Marash, from December 1919 to July 1920, my grandfath er
found himself in the midst of a ~reat conflict between Turkish na-

t i onalists , French tro ps

o c cupying the town u nder t he ~rmistice
1

2

agree ment of Worl d War One, and the retur ned Mara
sh Arme nians .
On .Janu .ary 21, 1920 , bei:san a ET,reat batt le in whic
h the Turk s oust ed the Fren ch troop s, arid also in whic h near ly 50¼
of Mara sh 1 s
20,00 0 retur ned Arme nians were kille d. My gran
dfath er hims elf
bare ly escap ed death more than once , and. in lt,ebr uary

when the

batt le was over and the Fren ch force s had depa rted)
.he rema ined
in Mara sh unti l July as one of a hand ful of relie
f volu ntee rs caring for the 10,00 0 rern.a ining Arme nians . He retur ned
to .Ame rica
in Augu st to acce pt a scho larsh ip at the Univ ersit
y of Penn sylvani a to work towa rd his doct orate in bioc hemi stry.
But

u.~~b le to keep still , he was back a year late r in
Mara sh,
again with the Near East Reli ef and this time with
his siste r
}12.rio!'l, whom he had persu aded to join the lfo8.r. East
Reli ef. It
WP..S durin g this secon d stay in
:Mara sh that he met my grand moth er,
Elsa Reckrn.an, who had come e._s a miss iona ry to teach
at Mara sh
Girl s' Coll ege. They were marr ied in Beir ut in 1922
and cont inued to work for, tne r-Jear East Reli ef in Leba non as
direc tors of
an orpha...YJ.age for .Arme nian boys in Na.hr Ibrah im., and
of a blind
scho ol e.t Maal mate in. In 1925 , my gran dp2r ents went
to the Junerica n Univ ersit y in Beir ut wher e they both serve
d on the fr.cu

l ty

unti l the early 1960 •s.
A prol ific writ er and enth usia stic photo p:ra.p her,
StB.n ley Kerr
kept deta iled reco rds of his exne rienc es in the Midd
le East
throu gh diar ies, lette rs home , and coun tless phot
ogra phs. In 1973
he publ ished a book entit len. The Lion s of Mara sh 1
in whic h he
reco unts his expe rienc es with the Near ERst Reli ef.

From Marc h

1974 unti l his death on Dece mber 14, 19.76, he cont inue
d to write
his reco llect ions of these expe rienc es in his "Let
ters to Susi e."
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It was not until after his de.a.th that I reali?:ed the full extent of my granrifather 1. s recorrls.

Looking over his belon~ings in

March of 1979, my grandmother and I collected all of his personal
papers which she placed under my care.

Upon examining the collec-

tion, I discovered a golcl:mine of literature relating his experiences in the Middle East, but primarily focusing upon his first year
and a half with the Near East Relief~

Included in the collection:

1. Stanley Kerr's corresponden ce . to his family from February

1919 to Au_o;ust 1920 1 written from Aleppo, Syria, and Marash,
Turkey.
2. Corresponden ce from Stanley and Elsa Kerr to StRnleyts parents
frcn 1923-1925, during their work as directors of Nahr Ibra-

him orphanaJe for Armenian boys in Lebanon.

3. Cor::,espc:n-:en ce to Stanley Kerr from several Armenians who had
known hi!l'l in Marash or as his students at the American University in Beirut.

This collection continuer3 until the year of

his death.

4.

Lec~:.:tres given by Stanley Kerr to Ar~enian audiences in Ar.ierica
on his work with the NeRr East Relief.

5.

Short autobio~raph ies of IL~erican missionaries ann Armenian
survivors from Marash about their experiences there.

6. A collection of Near East Relief publications .

7. Stanley Kerr 1 s diary, d2.ted February 1919-Aup;ust 1920.
8. Nu.:-:nerous slides and photographs of Mar2.sh and its vicinity
taken in 1919-1920, ano from 1922-1923.

9. PhotogrR.phs of the Near East Relief orphanap;e at N::ihr Ibrahim,
Lebanon.

lOe Maps of Marash, Cilicia, ~nd of the ~rmenian deportation

4
routes out of Cilicia from 191.5 until the final exonus in 1923.
11. Numerous published articles on the genocide.
12. Newspaper clippings about Stanley E. Kerr and the -situation

in Turkey, 1919-1920.
13. Diary by an LL'1determined author.

As the central f'ocus of my senior thesis at_ Oberlin Collep:e,

I have chosen to_ edit Stqnley Kerr 1 s correspondence of 1919-1920.
'Ehis correspondence of n·early 300 pa.ges is a detailed observation
by a young American relief worker of the aftermath of the Armenian genoeide and deportations in Allied occupied post-war. Turkey ..
My purpose is not to provide a commentary on the correspondence.
Rather, it is to reproduce the letter·s in their original form in
order :o pre .::e::t new primary mater•ial for historians.

I al so en-

vision a. po3si:Jle M.. A. or Ph~D. thesis using this collection.,

There,-

fore, I feel thet I have only begun to scratch the surface in terms
of w::-ta t c.o..n be leg_rned f-r>om the archives.
My presenta.tion of the correspondence includes a paper which

provides a historical background to the position of the Armenians
in Turkey during World War One.

I seek to explain the historical

events which brought about the ArmeniRn opposition to the government of the Ottoman Empire, as well as the re-9.sons for which the
Ottoman Turks found it necessary to systematically deport all of
Turkey's Armenian

population

were massacred in the process.

and why two-thirds of the Armenians
The purpose of the paper is to

provide a historical back'$round to the Armenian Question in Turkey
and a setting for post World War One Marash and the situation my
grandfather encountered there.
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Through the course of the year, I have been able to locR.te a
great nu.~ber of Marash Armenians who were alive at the time of my
grandfather I s stay in Me.rash. Thus

in addition to re;:,dings, my

research hR..s included correspondence with Marash Armenians in this
country, interviews with Harashzis in Aleppo, Syria, observation
of present-day !·farash Armenian communities in Lebanon, Syria and
Egypt, as well as observations of present-day Marash.

I have es-

tablished a nu.rnber of Marashzi contacts and friends throughout
A:.rnerica and the Middle East, and so the door is left open for further research.
During the process of my research, I discovered the great
problems of historiography one inevi t a:bly encounters in studying
the pe::"i0d of t:cie Arrnenian deport8.tlons anii massacres.

Gwynna ;)yer il~"L::strates the situation in her article,
1

Historian
''Tur•kis.h

Falsifiers 1 F.::'ld Armenian •Deceivers': Historiography and The Ar-

menian l' 1as s acres" 0
1

2.

This period of history deals with the thunder-

ing G.11 of the Ottoman Empire and the desperate attempts of frightened and inexperienced leaders to prevent it.

It also deals with

the genocide of two-thirds of the Armenian people.

Neither Tur-

kish nor Armenian 1_.-Jrite..,_-,s of history escape a degree of subjectivity due to the sensitive nP..ture of the matter.

Dyer writes,

• • • Armenians an~ Turks are incapable of approaching the
subject of their mutual clashes dispassionately • • • Because the great majority of those dealing with the subject
are and will continue to be either Turkish or Armenian,.
due to the languafe demands,and, more importantly, the
sheer disinclination of historians of other nationalities
to become entangled in the question with the accompanying danger of annoyinr-: one of the parties and losinp; access to historical sources.
One c9nsequence of this is
that most of the historiog;raphy which is being produced
on Turkish-Armenian clPshes is biased and unreliRble; another is that it is almost entirely derivative.3
In studylng the case of Marash in the Turkish-Armenian conflict,
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I have nowhere to turn for the Turkish side o.f the story.
about the killing of Turks by Armenians ?

What

What was the life of

this Armenian- Turkish town like before the deportatio ns?

Was the

conflict more imposed from outside than it was springing from
within the Armenian- Turkish com.~unity ?

The subject is so sensi-

tive that one does not know how to approach a Turk or an Armenian with an objective question about the conflict.
The correspond ence · _w hich

r

am presenting is the subjective

observatio n of the Armenian problem

in

Jlfarash by a young American

m~n relatively ignorant about the history of the Tri~kish-A rmenian
conflict.

If t a ken as such, the correspond ence cen be a valuable

histo:,ic~ l resource.

v1Jith hope, the historica l backgroun d which

1

I 2..rr. ?::'G7idir:g ~.. ill place the letters of Stanley E. Kerr in prop-
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Principles of Editing the Corresponden ce
My intention in presenting Stanley E. Kerr's corresponden ce
is to reproduce the letters as closely to their original form
as possible.

I am providing no commentary on the personal bi-

ases of my grandfather.

I have footnoted foreign words and

phrases, as well as certain names and places directly relevant
to the subject.

Maps are provided to help the reader find loca-

mentioned in the letters, and consequently I have not described

the geographic setting of cities, villages, rivers or mountains.
In ma~y cases items which might be footnoted are not, as the
authc:- gives an explanation immediately following, or else seve::-al :_::s.ges l:2.ter.

A great many items are -previously explained in

my i-::.-:::.--011.1.c-:0::y chapter entitled "Historical Background" and

therefore explanations are net repeated in the way of footnotes.

:r. tr:?:::- original form, approximatel y half of the letters
are r:2.;:;..iwrit-ten and half typewritten.

The typewritten letters

are asJ~cial l y laden with spelling errors, as Kerr did not often
have the time to proofread,

All misspellings remain uncorrect-

ed through footnotes, except for foreign words and places.

In

some cases it is evident that Kerr reread his corresponden ce
many years later, and occasionally put a question mark in the
margin or made notations, etc.

All such additions by Kerr himself

appear in the reproduced form of the letters.

Errors such as

typeovers (5) or the absence of a closing parenthesis are reproduced.

Crossed out words or phrases are the only items which do

not appear.
When a typewriter was used, occasionally an "s" or an "a"
would stick and therefore appear twice consecutivel y, as in

8
"ssynagogue. "

In other .places, Kerr would be tying a word at

the end of a line but would run out of room.
the entire word over on the next line.
will appear as "beca became."

So,he would type

Hence, such mistakes

If words or phrases were placed

in the margins or between two lines, the reproduced copy will
show this.

The reader can expect to be fairly frustrated in

reading through misspellings and ts~ographica l errors.
I therefore present a nearly untouched reproduction of the
corresponden ce.

In this way, I hope to provide the historian

with a primary source which may be examined by his/her own

eyes.
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Historical Background
Part One: The Historical Development of Turkish and Russian
Armenia
. Part Two: The ~evelopment of Armenian Nationalism in Nineteenth
Century Russia and Turkey and Its Practical Focus on
Turkish Armenia
Part Three: Events of the Early Twentieth Century which affect
ed Armenians in Turkey

Postscript

JO
Part One
Epic tells us that the Anatolia n plateau has been the homeland of tte Armenian s since the third milleniu m B.C., whereas
other sources point 113.ter to the first milleniu.- rn B.C. when native
Armenia n kings reigned in Anatolia and
develope d.

a.

distinct Armeni8.n culture

After a period of Byzantin e presence , A.rmenia. becarne

vassal to the Moslem Ar>1bs in 653.

The Arabs granted Armenia

v_i rtual autonomy ,. and in 886 Armenia emerged as an independ ent _
kingdom .

Less than two centurie s later in

1045

the Byzantin es

briefly conquere d ~4rmenia , only to open Anatolia to the Seljuk
•rurl{s in 1064.

In Cilicia an Arr.1enian princip ality was establis hed

in 1080, which in 1198 became a kirrn;r:lom.

Through out the Crusade r

period Arme!l~2 n princes served the European s in the Near East
militar ily and materia lly, reflecti ng Armenia 's Western -Christi an
orienta tion.

Politica l rule soon cha~Red again with the invasion s

by the Mongols in·the thirteen th century.

Between 1236 a.nd 1242

all of Armen:i R and neig;hbo ring '}eorgia fell into Mongol hanQs.
Centurie s of foreign dominat ion, invasion and warfare brought
an insecur ity among Armenian s which ca.used thousand s to flee their
homeland .

For those who stayed., foreign dominat ion would continue • .

.E.t'TI.igration occurred from the central Anatolia n Plateau to Cilicia,
Byzanti.u..rn, Georgia , Kievan '1ussia and the Crimean Peninsu la.

In-

side Ang_toli a Moslem settleme nts arose on aba.ndon ed Armenian sites
or adjacen t to existing scattere d Armenian villages .

An influx

of migratin g 'lurks made for a Turkic-M oslem dominanc e on the Plateau,
which meant for the Armenian popul2t ion a loss of governm ent, ethnic alterati ons and a general moral and cultura l decline.

Ottoman

Turks who had migrated ~cros~ Asia over the cent~rie s settled in

JI
Anatol ia and by the fifteen th century had establi shed politic ally powerf ul and organiz ed coJ11..!nuni ties.

Ottomti_ns anrl Persian s

riva.led for the Plateau during the early sixteen th century , but
by 1500 the Wester n and centra l sector s of the platea u fell to

the Ottoma ns.

Most of Armeni a was annexe d by the Ottoman Sultan

Selim I durin.R: his reign from 1512-1, 520.

Armeni ans in Turkey ,

Arabs in whe Moslem world former ly un<l.er the Egypti an Namluk
dynast y, Balkan s, Greeks -- all were engulfe d by the structu re
of the rising Ottoma n Empire which was to remain intact through
the late ninete enth centur y.

Selim' s annexa tion of Armeni a and the birth of the Ottoma n
Empire marked the be?,inn ing of a poli tica.l

di vision betwee n Armen-

ian co~Uil i ti es in Anatol ia and Tra.n scauca sia.·

ltrmeni ans were

now divided psli tically betwee n OttornR.n Turkey , and Persi::i. .

From

the sixteen th century onward there arose two intelle ctuall y distinct

Armeni as -- that of Turkey and that of Persia .

Educ::i tion-

al opport unities B.nd minorl ty policie s differe d in each and determine d. degree s of commun ity organi zation and nation al f'eeling .
Cornman religio n, the continu ed existen ce of the Armeni an church ,

and com.~on languag e among all Armeni ans ensured an omnipr esent
remind er of a shared ~ul ture.
Over the course of three hundre d years, until the early twen-

tieth century , Armeni ans in Turkey were perceiv ed to an increa sing de~ree by their Ottoma n rulers as a threate nin~ foreign
elemen t living 1., dthin thAir. empire .

'I1o be sure, Armeni ans were

a forei.r;,.:n elemen t, as were r'rreeks , B2.lkan 1Jeople s, and Arabfl.

The

degree of dan~er their existen ce presen ted to the Ottoma n Empire
is dispute d.

Turkey 's nei~hb or, Russia.~

WB.s

a growin ~ empire ,

}2
acquirin g new territor ies and mana~ing the pookets of ethnic
minorit ies in her empire.

~ussian and Persian Armenian s under-

standab ly had an interes t in the situatio n of their brothers in

Turkey.

Tsarist Russia, expandin g westwar d, surely looked with

a hungry eye at both Turkish and Persian parts of Transca ucasia
and offered herself as a sympath etic refuge for - any Armenian who
wished to refuse Turkish rule.

In addition , Christia nity was a.

factor which served to make Russia look attracti ve to the Armenian living in Turkey •

.Russia did in fact expand territor ially

into the Persian E:mpire' s periphe ries in 1801 when she took Eastern Georgia .

The combina tion of Russian expansio n, the luring

of Turkish Armenian s by their brothers in Russia as well as the
proximi ty of

8..

'.:::hristia n empire offering its sympAthy to neigh-

boring Christia ns under Muslim rule contribu ted to a concern
among Otto!lla.n rulers over the existenc e of the Turkish Christia n
Armeni 2.n.

Turkish Armenian contact wj_th non-Otto man societie s also ex-

isted in the West and added to ,~rmenio. n strangen ess within the Ottoma.n E.rnpire.

Chris tlani ty ca.u sed Armenia ns to look toward Eur•ope

througho ut their history -- toward Home in the early years of
Turkish rule A.nrl later toward other European countrie s which provided univers ity educatio n for Armenian youths.

Through these chan-

nels ann. through sheer proximi ty to Europe via the Balkans , Europea n
ideas manai;,;ecl to filter into Turkish Armenia. where they were kept
and nourishe d.
In Russian Transca ucasia Armenian communi ty life was well establishe d in the cities of Tiflis and Baku.

The economic life of

the Georgian c~pital of Tiflis was r~prese ntetive of a customa rv

13
Arme nian cont rol over trade , e.nd in the uolit ic2.l
arena as well
Arme nians had a solid voic e. Bein g a. majo r tradi

ng cent er for

carav ans comi ng westw ard from Pers ia into the
Midd le East , Ar-

meni an craft smen and merc hants were draw n to Tifl
is for pote ntial
econo mic oppo rtun ities there . Altho ugh a geog raph
icall y Geor gian
area Arme nians clea rly hnd the uppe r hand in econo
mic and poli tica l
affa irs and drew much resen tmen t from loca l Geor gians
.
At the time of the·R ussia n anne xatio n of Tifl
is and East ern

Geor gia in 1801 , 7·9.3'fo of the city 's popu latio n was
Arme nian. A
Wher eas Geor gians comp riseil the peas antry a.nd nobi
lity, Arme nians
cons ti t '_:;.te-:i the bulk of the town I s artis. B.ns, merc
hants and prop erty ow~.e::-s ~nd he.d a mono poly on tran sit trade
comi ng throu gh Persia.

~ . ! ~s

r:goo--is.""

:=:i

7 ~~-:: cslle d the good s

1

'arm iansk ie tovar :y ,

11

or ft.rme nian

the lc..te nine teen th centu ry Russ ian tr.a,, eller

s.

Mak-

T:- ::: de in the Cauca.sus is enti rely in the hand
s of the
cle~ er ani calc ulati ng Arme nians .
Arme nians ere high er
-:~s.~ '}ec,r.::z:Lms in intel ligen ce and in love · for work and
f8r that r9eso n there is noth ing surp risin g in
the
that Geor gian prop ertie s are rap:i.dly fRlli ng into fRct
Armeni an hand s. Geor gians are depe nden t on them
just as
the Pole s are on the Jews and simi larly feel towa
rd them

the same conte mpt and hatre d (if not more than the
Pole s
feel tow-?.rd the Jews ). The comm ercie.l _t,rme nia.ns
reve al
much clev erne ss, wily ness , are alwa ys ready with
tery . Thei r thir st for prof it lead s them to cheaflR.t ting
and swin dling . 6

The way of life of the Arme nian in Tifl is cont
ra.sts sharp ly
wi -i:;h tha.t

of the nativ e Geor gian, as the younr.; rBdi cal Niko
Nikole. dze wrot e in the mid 1860 ' s of Geor gian work
ers,
The work of the vast majo rity cons ists of carry ing
ston es, sand · and lime for cons truct ion, s_acks and
heav y
good s for merc hants , wete r and firew ood for inha
bi·tan ts.
Beca use Tifl is was riot Mere ly an impo rtant tr2de
cent er but
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also the most impor tant indus trial city in the Cauca sus, Armen ian
busine ssmen became heav;i. ly .invol ved in manuf acturi ng.

In 1872

a railro ad was built betwee n Tiflis and Potio n the Black Sea
Coast , causin g great acces sibili ty to Tiflis marke ts and business.

Capit al invest ment increa sed with the growth of indus try,

and althou gh there existe d a certai n amoun t of foreig n and
Russian invest ment the bulk of local indus try was built with local
Armen ian capita l.

By the end of the ninete enth centu ry

44%

of·

the 150 large st indus trial .estab lishm ents in Tiflis were Armer
ilan,
as were

$0%

of the large enter prises .7

Ar:'len ians in Tranc aucasi a had tradit ional ly held a domin ant
positi on in matte rs of busin ess in urban cente rs, but the Russia
n

an.'1exa';
.
ion

or Easte rn G-eorg ia

broug ht weste rn educa tion and op-

po:::>t:.:.::i ties fo:> govern .ni.ent and milita ry caree rs.

A demor rraphic

tre~d of pop~l ation movin g from count ryside to the cities occur red,
as tt.e:--s we.s '?.:1 influx of Georg i an peas an ts and Russi an officiA .1
s
in t,·he cities .

In Tiflis by the latter ha_lf of the ninete enth

centu~ y Ar~en ians no longe r const ituted a major ity of the popul ation·, but only a plura lity •8 Bec8.U se the qussia n metho d of govern..>nent recru iten Georg ian nobles and develo ped urban life to

draw pee.se nts from the count ryside there was a new conta ct among
countr ymen and foreig ners in the towns and theref ore a develo ping
awere ness of social and ethnic backg round s.
During the time of the Georg ian kingdo m Georg ian nobles ran
the politi cal arma in Tiflis , and becau se the Armen ian popul
ation

had no nobil ity, i'l.rmen i~ns were not el.igib le for govern ment
-positions.

There fore they tended toward econom ic life of the town.

After 1801 the new tsaris t govern ment, wishin g to ~radu ally take
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control of municipal governmen t in Georgian cities but not wanting to alienate the former Georgian politician s, recruited nobles
for governrnen t and military careers serving Russian rule.

Armen-

ians in the meanwhile increl'l.sed their. power and importanc e .as businessmen, tnus rem_8.ining a very independe nt community inside Geor.::ria.
Thei:r• im.Dortanc e in business led them to be influenti al amonp.; 9:ussian rulers, as they were an essential facet of Tiflis life, providing the cityts strength as an industria l center.
3y the latter half of the century the political autonomy of

the Georgian nobility had been completel y encroache d upon by the
tsarist govern..'TI.ent, while Armenians had continued to gain power
and inf!uence ss businessm en.

Georgians were therefore at the~bot-

to.:-1 o~ s·.)C!ie:y, having been displaced poli tica.lly and economica lly ·~-y A.~~e~2.r:s . . A nostal~ic nationalis m arose ·among Georgians ,
w; ~.h i.ilc~easi:::c z resentt11e11 t of their :A rmeriian competito rs.
P.r:r:ar.ie,:3 living under Ottoman rulers were like their broth-

ers :.n :1'.1ssi1:t exempt from op-9ortuni ties to holrl governmen t positions, a~d tenied towerd matters of business and enterpris e.

In

the vicinity of Constantin ople Armenian "emiras 11 or financiers ·
courted the sultan.

The majority of Armenians lived in the Ea.st-

ern provinces in Anatolia a~d there conflict existed between the
Armenian bourgeosi e and. Turkish peasants and land owners.

Ruling furks, being a minority within their own empire, had
establishe d early on a uowerful theocracy as well as a system of
provincia l division, ~n order to ensure a tight reign on all areas

of the empire.

~ilitary organizat ion was taken to a high de~ree

of sophistic ation.

Etmekjian writes that, IIHR.ving embraced Mo-

ham~edisro {the Turks) took the logicBl step of establishi nr; a
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theocracy , whose existence could be guare.ntee d only by a most
powerful army."

Cf

When Constantin ople and its do!'lains were con-

quered by Meh.'lled II in

1453,

the Turkic-Mus liri1 element was a

minority within e flood of Orthodox- Christian Balkan peoples,
Greeks and Armenians .

Mehrned 1 s solution to the problem of po-

litical a.d:T iinistratio n was to appoint through the so-called "mil-

let system" eccelsiag tical heads of a major subject people to be

responsib le for respectiv e community obligation s to the state.
In 1461 the Armenian bishop of Bursa was made patriarch of nonorthodox Christian s of the realm.
into millets or provinces .

The empire was thus di ~rided

The millet system provided the pro-

tection of :minority peoples for it allowed isolation .

Armenian

la.:~rmen were snielded from direct contact with the gove:rnrr1ent because th.a official millet hierarchy acted as a ~o-betwee n.

Under

this sytem in "Ghe ea.rly days of Ottoman rule Armenians enjoyed

more peace and security than they had experience d in a long time.
At thi s time th~~e existed no reli~ious fanaticism to cause Armenia.ns to suffer . ~Js a non-believ ing community .
that,

Hovannisi an writes

!'The Armenian church, though losing much of its spiritual

and intellectu al vitality, found it possible to maintain the separate identity of a nation. rr 10
The degree of assimilati on of Armenians into Turkish culture
varierl among regions of Turkey, but generally was not very hlgh.
More scattered in the western parts of Turkey, Armenians often retained their reliP.:ion but adopted Turkish ways.
even R.dopted the Turkish languf:l.°-;B.

Some Armenians

In such c2.ses religion becP..me

the element that rlistinguls hed Armenians froTl'l. their neighbors .
Whereas in the Eastern regions of Ana.to·lia, the Armenian populatio n
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was more concent rrted and less assimila tion occurred .

Hovanni si-

an explains that in t.he western areas,
Turkish eventua lly became the spoken langua~e , and
througho ut Anatolia neighbor in,:i; Christia n and Russian
vills.ges were frequen tly cli:ffere ntiated only by a church
or a mosque. Yet, on the extensiv e eastern plateau,
most Armenian s lost neither their faith nor their native
dialects , . attribut es thHt kept them apart from Turks,
Kurds, Circass ians, Kiz1lba sh and other Muslim ~roups
with which they shareci the lands of historic Armenia.1 1
Armenian s remained alonr: with other Chr,istia n minorit ies sub-

ject to standard restrict ions and regulati ons as non-bel ievers.
Serious religiou s persecu tion by their Muslim rulers did not occur
until the seventee nth century.

In its early days the empire pros-

pered politica lly under an efficien t governm ent which was able to
kee; its vast hol'1in::r s under a tight grip.

Non Husl:im minorit ies,

traditio nally been subject to certR.i:::-1 regulati ons.

They we-re forbidde n to wear Arms a.!ld were sub-

ject to special ta.xation .
effect on minorit ies.

The Policy of !'riervshi r-me" had a major

Under it, C!-iristia n children were recruit-

ed to be reared as ievout Moslems and then a.ssigner i to the anministrativ e-mili tary hierarch y of the empire.

Over the centurie s

thousand s of non-bel ievers embraced Islam in orCJer to be free of
such special tre?tme nt.
With the turn of the seventee nth century there came an increa.sing nu.'T!ber of corrupt governm ent f'unctio naries, rebellio us

Muslim chieftai: :i.s, as well a.s a challeng e to Ottoman territor ies
by Zi..1ropean powers on the :i:-ise.

In the Balkans a liberati on move-

ment develope d which was supporte d by European arms and diplomac y.
Answerin g these developm ents, pe~secu tion of non-~1s lims reached
high proporti ons.

EtmekjiR n writes that,
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Christia n and Jew alike were humiliat ed by beinrr obliged to distinRu ish themsel~ es from their op~resso rs by
the clothing they wore and by the rules they observed in
the presence of the latter • • • By decrees of Osman II
(l 754-175 7), his i'}reek, Armenian , Jewish subjects were
required to wear cloaks made of coarse, colored cloth.
In addition to the requireo black, cylindri cal lambskin
caps, the Greeks we~e forced to wear black, the Armenian s
red, and the Jews blue shoes. Yellow was ~eserved for
the faithful • • • Christia ns were forbidde n to cs.rry
arms or to ride horses and upon seeing . a Moslem approach ing from ·[;he opposite directio n, they were· expected to step
aside in order to let him pass. They were even expected
to clear1 the shoes of the master race. To hang bells in
church steeples was a crime, to own a store illegal. If
a ?-'Ioslem chose not to exercise the peroi3=a tives designed
to humilia te Christi'a ns, . it was out of the goodnes s of
his heart.
The sa.111e can be said concerni ng the officia l
enforcem ent of" these laws. 12
3 1.!ch a mor'le of uersecu tion re.m ained througho ut the 18th Rnd

19th c.-=t:ntur ies, but the latter part of the 19th century saw a beg;inni::.:;;; of "-:Jl'.:7si.c2.lly violent persecu tion.
T, !-~~ -="'"""~ 0~

o~, rninori ties throu~h - persecu tion sparked resentm ent

toy;s.rd Otto:-,-.. s.:'1 rule and contribu ted heavily towA.rd the rise of natio::12:li. sn .e.rn:. 'iasires for separati on from Ottoman rule.

Helped.

by- ~e?.ns of' £---..:-::-,opean educatio n of Armenian youth and a system of

Armen.is.:: 2~hoolin g insi<le 'rurke y; the 19th century saw a develop ment of 2n Armenian self-con sciousn ess.

Armenian s were drawn to

Europe by their Christia n-Weste rn outlook .

By the mid-19t h centu-

ry scores of Armenian youth were enrolled in Western univers ities
where they absorbed \!astern social and politicA l philosop hies.
These intellec tual youths tenrled toward journali sm, teaching and
writing in the vernacu lar and were thus able to transmi t their
Europea n-learne d inea.s to their native com..111unities in Turkey.

A

network of schools sprea1 into the villages of Cilicia and eventua lly
into Turkish B.rmenia.

A risinf?; Armenia n self-con sciousne s~ brought

ebout by thei -r persecu tion

8.S

a Christia n minority and their

West ern Euro pean inte llect ual idea s grew and
adm inist rativ e corru ption and intol eran ce.

WRS

fed by incre asing
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Part Two
The nineteenth century saw an intellectual awakeninf!, of the
Armenian population in Russia and Turkey and its subsequent focus
upon national identity.

The Ar~enian church had . traditionally

been a stronghold of cultu?.>al life in Armenia and a -primary-religious and intellectual force.

Indeed; it was·a base for ex-

pressing the corrmmnality of Armenians the world over and had
produced in the seventeenth century religious leaders who promoted the sense of a corn.man Armenian way of life.

In 1701 Mekhithar

of Sebaste (1676-1749) founded a new monastic order in Constantinople.

Of the Benedictine order, Mekhitarists were devoted to

e d).lca t io.:i. a:n:i l i te .r ary pursuits.

'.\1:ekthi thar stressed the study

of Ar~enia:r: history and the cl8ssical lan~ua12:e anrl literature enr3
provided a continuity between ancient literature ana a flowerin~
literary renaissance in the 19th century~

He also encouraged the

need for close contact between Armenia and Europe, and directed
his followers towqrd ~1ropean thou~ht~

Mekhitarists produced scores

of publications on ,Armenian history and literature, and. Mekhitar
of Sebaste himself wrote a Dictionary of the Armenian Lenguage. 1

4

Under his influence occurred a purification of the classical language, the nourish.-rnent of Armenian literature, of theater, and thus
the presentation of a living Armenian culture.
While the Mekhitarist movement originated in Turkey, an Armenian intellectual aw::1kening _was also evident in Russia.n Armenia.
Russian entry into Ar~enian life in the early nineteenth century
provided Armenians with opportunities for education that could not
be matched in Turkey.

As in Turkey, many youths ettendeo. European

universities, tiut inside Russia itself study at universities and

2.f
academies was readily available .

Russia was e more intellectu ally

productiv e environme nt for Armenians than was Turkey.

,~

To begin

with Russia symbolize d to Armenians an advanced civilizati on of
.

Christendo m against Isla..m.

Romanov rule gave Armenians a security

which enhanced a national cultural renaissan ce.

In 1827 the

famous Polozheni e was adopted which allowed the Armenian church
to orgaYii ze a system of schooling for the Russian Armenian com.11mnity.

And although the Pcilozheni e was revoked by an ukaz in

1884,

it had :remained intact long enough for an Armenian intellectu al
self-consc iousness to burst from within.

The Russian-A rmenian pa-

triot :C:.. <c.tehatur A.bovian contribute d in the first half of the
ninetee::-;.:;":-.!. ce::::::ury through his writings to the education of his
·N:;:,i::..::;:: in the vernacula r and tra..'1slatin g classical works,.

people.
AboviE.:::.

-i

r ;::-:J-1

·-·ed fellow American writers to push forth an age of

mcrie:r:::. Arn:e~:.i.s.:i li tereture!E. , Overall, Armenians had an excellent

opport'..:i-::i.ty- i'c-:- education under Russian rule, and by the latter
part o:~ the ce:1tu1~y hctd. an organized. intellectu i:il sense of na.ti.on-

al co~sc~ous ness.
Diaspora Armenians had a great influence upon the awakening
of Armenians in the homeland as transmitt ers of outside intellectu al movements .

Diaspora comrrmni ties existed east and west, in such

places as Madras, India as well as in Europe and north Africa.
Armenians living in Europe had access to the first printing presses and were thus able to dissemina te European ideas.
first Armenian book was published in Venice.

In 1512 the

Early Armenian pub-

lications in Europe encourage d the establishm ent of the first Armenian printing press in the Ottoman Empire, which was establishe d
in Constanti nople in 1567.

In 1566 Catholico s Hakob Tjughahet sin

2.2.
ha1 succeede d in seeing the printing of the Bible in Armenian .' 7
The transrri.i tt:ing of European ideas by Diaspora Armenia ns to their
homelan d increase d the flow of Armenia ns going to Europe for opportuni ties of educatio n.

By such means the ideolog ies of the

Prench Revolut ion and of European revoluti onary movemen ts of the
1830 1 s and 1840's were carried to Anatolia and Transca ucasia. 18
Followin g the intellec tual trend of the Armenian nationa l
awakenin g, which was spurred on by dissatis faction s with living
conditio ns of their brother s in Turkey, organize d Armenian revolutiona ry activity appeared in Russia in the 1880 1 s.

A policy of

Russific ation of ethnic minorit ies only intensif ied a feelinP.: of
nationa l solidar ity among Russian Armenia ns.
poli :::. .:: .!'::l ps.7':::.es
NiG~-I~-:-1::..s II,

.w2.s

The rise of Armenian

consider ed a threat by the govern'Ti ent of

;...:-:.d an anti-Arm enian campaign began to elimina te Ar-

menis.:is t!'c:-:-l civil and military position s.

In 1884 an ukaz was

issi..:ed 1,,:hich c::.osed all Armenian parochi al schools in the follow\t'{
ing :,re.:=: :-'o ArTienian intellec tuals were heavily influenc ed by such
.Russian re;:olut:: .onary ic'ieolog ies as those of Lavrov and Mikhail ovsky, e.nd many hs.d members hip in Russian Revolut ionary societie s,
such as the Narodnay a Volya.

Whereas most members of such groups

wished to overthro w the tsarist regime, Armenian intellec tuals involved in the Russian revoluti onary 9:;roups took acquired ideolog ies
home and directed them toward an Armenian politica l national ism.
For example, in the mid-188 0 1 s the newly-fo rmed "Union of Patriots 11
circulat ed sociali st literatu re to malce Armenian s consciou s of
'2.0

sooio-eco nomic problem s with which they lived~

But the complai nts

against such con1itio ns were steadily overshad owed by a rising
concern among Russian Armenian s of a worsenin ~ pli~ht of their

2.3'
brother s in Turkey under Ottoman Rule.

Religiou s persecu tion and

anti-Arm enian feeling was growing in Turkey.

The aims of the Rus-

·Sian Armenia ns were soon manifes ted in revoluti onary desires to
relieve Armenia ns in Turkey of growing repressi on and politica l
isolatio n.

There occurred a tremendo us coincidi ng of rapidly ~row-

ing nationa .listic ideolog ies among Russian Armenian s with a. stead.ily
declinin g standard of living of Turkish Armenia ns, which was viewed
·in Russia to be the res1:1lt of direct opuress ion of Ottoman -Turkish rulers.

A new relation ship evolved between Russian and Turk-

ish Armenia ns.

_Inevita bly as Russian Armenian sympathy and moral

and pr8::tica l support for their brothers became evident to the Ottoman 'I\rrks, the Turk I s percepti on of the Armenian as foreign menace ~:-ae~...r a~d ~.~grava ted the situatio n ..
P:;-litice.:: :J_~, and economi cally represse d by Russia and Turkey,
7

and w~thout a:~ies, Armenian s were spurred on in their developm ent
of Tla.t:..:)::.s.lis:::;_.

"Russian Armenian s living in Georgia were not on-

ly re?::-e2s ei b:_t the tsarist govern.-rri.ent in Moscow, but also local-

ly by :-2~ent1" 'ul Georg;ian s..

Indeed a Georgian liberati on movemen t

whose t2.!'gets we't"e the Russian autocrA.c y and the Armenian bourgeo isie intensif ied the isolatio n of the Armenia ns.

Georgian s were

struggli ng to end the dominat ion of politica l and econo~ic life
by Armenia ns and Bussian s.

For Armenia ns, a nationa l revoluti on

became an increasi ng necessi ty, in order t0 provide an autonomo us
politica l unit for Armenian social and cultura l developm ent.
Socialis m entered the Armenian Ne.tiona list movemen t through
the influenc e of Russian revoluti onary groups.

The Armenian focus

however was not to build a socialis t communi ty, but rather to act
upon the situatio n in Turkey.

Ideolog ical conflic ts among A.r menian

revoluti onaries delaye~ such action.

The principa l revoluti onary

organiz ations in B.ussian Armenia were the Dashnakstutiu..YJ. and Hunchakian groups.

In 1889 Christop her Mikaelia n founded the Youn~ Ar-

menia Society in Tiflis, whose aim wa.s to send men, arms and spies
across the border into Turkey to strike at Kurdish tribes who were
raiding Armenia n villages , under Ottoman instigat ion.·

In addition ,

the Young Armenia Society hoped to gain the attentio n of the European powers who would . perhaps call for a. number of Ottoman refor,ns

in Ar.m.enia~

1

During the su.--nrner of 1890 in Tiflis various branche s

of the Young Armenia Society, mostly Russian but some Persian and
Turkishy merged to form the Ar!!lenian Revolut ionary Federati on, or
Dashnak stutiun.

The Dashnaks were a coalitio n of socialis t and

non-s~:i .s.l isv ::..2. tionalis t s who wanted a nationa l movemen t with a
socisl:.: st idsc,J.. ,)_;;y.

Dashn.qk socialis m had more in corrm1on with

Russi 8.~ ?cpulis::: : ( the idea of associa tion and coopera tion) than
it die:. wi-;:;h '1•...:.ssian Marxisrr: : 2 The other princip al :i \rmenian Revolunarr ,;;:>c1..::.:J ,. thou~h less j_nfluen tial than the Dsshna.k stutiun, was

the 2:u::1. .c:-:2-ki an -:Ja:rty, whose socialis t ideology was based on 1',fa~cx -~
ism:3

30th of these revoluti onary groups had as their impetus and

focus the amelior ation of the situatio n in Turkey.

The role of

socialis m in the ideolog ies of these groups is mislead ing.

m.g_intai ns thc.t

11

Suny

socialis m remained rhetoric al cover behind which

the nationa l struggle

WR.S

fou1=1:ht.,

"2+ Suny

argues that Armenian s were

a merchan t class which had thrived under capi te.lism, and so not
all envision ed a revoluti on which would culmina te in a socialis t
2.S
order. Interna l -ooli tical warfare na.r.ged at the Da.shnak and Huncha.k
parties through the 1890 1 s as smaller socialis t groups attempte d
to displace parties oriented toward the nationa l st~u~gle in Turkey.

The industr ializati on of Transca ucasia had brought about the existence of a small urban working class which broadene ri the politica l
arena and the nU:.'nber of soci ali_s t intellec tuals.
The politica l situatio n of the 1890 1 s for Armenia ns in the
Caucasus was one of interna l conflic t at a time of intense anti-

Armenian feeling as well as nationa l repressi o·n by the Russian
and Turkish autocra cies.

However, the· Russian Armenian Nationa list

focus upon Turkey was powerfu l enough to endure this situatio n.
During the 1890 1 s it provided armed resistan ce in 'l1 urkey against

the measure s - of the Ottoman Empire.
Ti.1.e Russig.!1

Armenian focus upon Turkey remained powerfu l be-

cause A:::•:ne:liBn life there wa.s steadily worsenin g under the repressi-.,re z,-;_;_l s of ':::.e Ct tom~m ,g;overn.--nent.

The reign of Sul tan Abdul

Ha...-:.i :i I.:::. (1572-l9 09) saw extensiv e territor ial losses, and rising
dis2e::1s: l.o:; a-::::::,::-; n::.i.tiona l minorit ies.

a1J..tocra-::..c

~~:e

1'here
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thus a. turn toward

in a.n effort to hold a crlL--nbling empire tof!ether .
;

Abd~ 2. 5a.:1id ci9..:~e to the throne a.t a ti1ne v-rhen tl1.e E1.J.ropea.n and R1.1s-

sian po~srs had already taken the initiati ve to interven e in Otto-

man Aft2.:.rs .

Abdul :farnid w:::.s also acquirin g power as a result of

two . depositi ons which meant· that the sultanat e had lost conside rable credibi litJ.

Finally, upon the eve of his r•eign the empire

was at the brink of massive territor ial loss.

With all of this

confron ting him_, Abdul Hamid brought with him to the sultanat e a
p9.ra.noi a and fear over his and his ernpire 1 s security .
The Russian presence in Otto.m an affairs increase d with Nicholas II's conques t of the Erevan Khanate in 1828, and this advance
westwar d continue d as '1ussia atte·;n.pt ed to obtain more territor y

in th~ ~ussian -Turkish wRr of

1877.

Armenian s livin~ in Turkey
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had been living under outrir:;ht religious persecution and so welcomed the 1877 Russian advaI1ce into the Caucasus.

The conditions

oJ' life for the Armenian had worsened to such a dep;ree that Russia could in fact make a pretense of this in her territorial advance.

Indeed, · Hovannis:tan writes of this period that "the Armenian

self discovery was parallelled by heightened ad~ninistrati ve cor.,.
ruption. and economic depression.

The peasantry was beset by maraud-

ing Kurdish and Circassian bands and by greedy Ottoman officials.
It was thi s dual development, the conscious demand for security
of both life and property on the one hand and the steadily rising
insecurity of both life and property on the other that brought
forth the Armenian question in the Ottoman Empire.

rr

2.,

Ab-::J1.l 2::::::i-1 did not better conditions for the Armenians Emd

so durin_g the

~uss-Turko war Russia was welcomed as a liberator

by many Armenians.

By the end·of the war,

San Stefano outside of Constantinop lee

the Russian army reached

There, the A~menian Patri-

arch Varzhapetian appealed to the Hus~ians to include provisions
for Armenians in the pea.ce treaty o
In the subsequent treaty of San Stefano, Western Europe played
one of its early roles in the intervention in Ottoman affairs.
Under the terms of the treaty, Turkey was given protection against
further Russian agression, but had to promise England to introduce.
necessary reforms for the_protectio n of Christians in the empire.,2-8
Article 16 of the Treaty of San Stefano states that,
As the evacuation by Russian troops of the territory
which they occupy in Armenia, and which is to be restored
to Turkey, might give rise to conflicts and complication s
detriP1ental to the maintenance of good relations between
the two countries, the Sublime Porte undertakes to carry
out into effect)' without further delay, the irtrorovernent
and reforms dempnded by local requirements in the provinces

2.7
inhabited by the Armenians , and to guarantee their security
from Kurr'!.s a.nri Circassia ns. 2-,q
The Treaty of San Stefano was followed up with revisions in
the Berlin Gonf?ress of 1878 in which the growing aggressive ness
of the -European powers showed its mB.rk.

Although Ottoman reforms

in Turkish Armenia did not take place after the Congress of Berlin
the mere discussion of the ''Armenian questionn elevaterl the prob-

lento internatio nal diplomacy .
The final outcome of the Treaty of San Stefano and the subsequent revisions of the Berlin Congress were oriented toward interests of' the European ~owers and resulted in nu.'11.erous territoria l
· concessio ns by Turkey.

The Russo-Tur kish War and the internatio nal

discussi~ n followin~ proved not to be primarily concerned with the
treat:nent of A!>rrlenians and other persecute d minoritie s livine in

the Ottoman E."llpire.

Refor.P1s for Armenians were never implement ed.

Focus lay upon the Ottoman territoria l loss of Ru.mB-niH, Serbia

and i'·~ontenegro which were declared independe nt, and Bulgaria which
was made autonous; e.s well as the occupatio n of Bosnia-Her ze_p;ovina
by

Austria, the occupatio n of Cyprus by Britain, the taking by

Russia'o! strategic frontier areas in Russia and Asia.

In addition

the Ot~oman Empire was obliged to relinquish her hold of much of
Maced.onii:i to Greece, Including the breadtask et of Thessaly.
Immediate ly

following the Berlin Congress, France occupied

the Ottoman Territory of Tunis in 1881 and made it a protector ate.

In 1882 Britain occupied Egypt, which was a major loss to the Ot-

toman E..."llpire.

When :=i.utonomous Bulgaria annexed Ea.stern Rumelia

in 1885, Abdul Hamid could find no great Power backing to retrieve
this territory .

His empire growin§! sme,ller and more

fregile, Abdul Hami<1 im.medie.te ly instig,9_te d a more repressive ru.le

2.8
upon the remaining territorie s of his empire.
Despite the setbacks concerning Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, Patri9..rch Varzhapet ian continued to push forth with demands
for reform and did so within the framework of the Ottoman Empire.
He swore alle~iance to the Sul tan and demanded Ottoma.n reforms in

Armenia, rather than advocating complete autonomy.

But in the pro-

vinces disconten t continued , arid revolution ary activity mobilized
under the insti~atio n of Russian Armenian revolution ary groups.

As the early years of Abdul Hamid's reign were character ized
by territoria l losses and ~rowing internal rlisse:nsio n, he ca.me to

the sulta;1ate with a defensive attitu.rie which manifeste d itself
in an a'.J.:;oc:-sti c reign.

The autocracy formally began in 1878 when

Ab~:-...il Es.mid 2.brogated the Ottoman constituti on and ruled without

calling parliamen t, this la.sting until h:Ls overthrow from power

in l90b~

Because the constituti on had no s::,nr;tions calling upon

the s'.11 t;,n to act, he

wg

s not held responsib le.

Abdul Harriid .a lso

set fo-r>th an attitude. and policy of -pan-Islarn ism, which would foster the allegiance of his ArR.b subjects and plRce emphasis unon

......
his posi:.,ion
as Caliph, or the political and reli~ious leader of
an R.~Dire based upon the principle of Islam.

i'-faneuverin J?; for

their 8lle~ianc e, Abdul Hwn:tn brought a nuniber of Arab subjects
into his entourage .

He encourage d the pilgrimag e to Mecca by

building the Hijaz railway (1901-1908 ) from Damascus to Medina,
with no call for European capital.

The Empire previous to the reign

of Abdul Hamid had seen an attitude of Ottomaniz ation, but an ideo. f Dan-Islam
logy o.

WP, S
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Sirnul tane.ous

with the increa.se in Islamic piety came a growing attitude of antivJesternism , especiall y as the European uowers entered Africa and

Asia and subjugated more and more Muslims ..

Pan-Islamism served

to increase Abdul Hamid's internationa l prestige

ler.

as

a Muslim ru-

Indeed, the Sultan received the internationa l recoP:;nition

he was looking for in the support given to him by Kaiser Wilhelm

II, who encoura~ed. Abdul Hamid I s claims to the caliphate in order
to amelior8.te Gerrnany 1 s internationa l position with rep.:ard to

Fr2.nce, England and Russia.

The Kaiser paid visits to Abdul Hamid

in 1887 and 1898.

Strengthenin g his ruJ..e, 4bdul Hamid also resorted to the use
of censorship, deportation (exil~) and espionRge.

Davidson writes,

Two sets of censors, one in the Porte and the other
in the ? sl~ce, checked on each other as well as on the
~ress. ~ewspape rs were frequently susnended or sup~essed
• • • ::::::-.:.'..'a rmers turned I jurnalsj I or reports, into the
Sultan 1 s officials -- reports which often accused innocent
people 0-:.~ subvers.ive activity • • • By means of Ottoman
ernba s s i Bs, consulates, and informers a bro ad, . the government ke,::;t a c.onstant check on Turkish exiles F.Jnd emigrants
from am;n? the minorities. The censorship and espio~age
geve rise to fantpstic stories, many fabricated but many
undoubt6d1y true.
It was, for exa:.'11pl e, dangerous to use
c e rtain words -- constitut:i.on , degnams, Midhat Pasha, Murad, prince-heir, Macedonia -- as well as certain chemical
fcr:r1ul as • .32.

Abdul HfFnid refuse<i to be do:ni.nated by bureaucracy or parliament,

and his paranoia incre2.sed to such a de.g ree that rrespecial-

ly a.fter the lnter 1890 1 s A.bdul Hamid became the prisoner of his
own fe8.rs and su~picions.

11

3.3
H:ven physically, the Sultan remained

isolated, seclu~ed in his palace compound at Yildiz,
The effort to unify the Ottoman EJnpire with a policy of PanIsla!n and the re pres si ve measures a.dopted to stifle subversive

activity h a d little power to stop t he increasing feelin~s of
nat1onalism among minorities.

In many ways the policy backfired

by providing greRter desire to break from Ottoman rule.

The influx
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of European ideas in the mid-18th century into Turkey continued
during the era of Abdul Hami9-, and .his own military and medical
schools became hotbeds of nationalism for your intellectual s.
Journals which hAd begun to circulate in the middle of the centu-

ry continued to be published.

In order to avoid political issues,

they concentrated on tra.nslations of French fiction and popular
scientific knowledge~.q M:ili tary pr·eparatory schools and military

n:edical schools established to provide efficient armed force became
centers of opposition for educated Turks.

Turks abroad w:tio had

been exiled by .Abdul Hamid smuggled critical publicB.tions into the
empire which were circulated and read by intellectual s.

Rising

separa.tism thus existed ·among Turks themselves, and mo:r•e would become '..:r2.:. t. sd i!"l the "Young Turk" move!rJ.ent ..

Th9 phys!~el manifestatio n of Ar~enian opposition to Ottoman
rule heightened in the l::i.te 1880 1 s and early 1890 1 s, as Dashnak

ope!'.'a.tions b2:secl in Russia and Persia bec8...'11e rooted in Turkey.
Both the Dashnakstutiu n and :C{unchak p&rties made efforts to win

over discontented pockets of non-Armenii=m s and Armenians in East-

ern Turkey, especially in Van and Moush.

Some Kurd were enlisted

to join the Armenian opposition, but the greatest success occurred
in the enlistment of the Young Turks and of dissatisfied Christians,
especially Balkan Christians.

The Hunchak revolutionar ies were

strongly based in Constantinop le and Cilicia, but less so in the
vilayets of Eastern Anatolia and in Russia.n Armenia.

'rhe Dashnaks

were more widely received and proved the dominant force against
Ottoman rule.
While the Armenian Patriarch in Constantinop le attempted to
press for reforms within the framework of the Ottoman 12:overnnient,
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the discontent of Dashnaks and HunchBks in both Russia and Turkey

was strong enough to resort to extra legal tactics.

In the su.-rn-

mer of 1590 there occurren an Armenian disturbance a.t Erzeru.rn on
June 20 and a Hunchak demonstratio n in Constantinop le on July

151'5

The smuggling of arms from Russia and Persia into Turkey became

an extensive operation, and in 1892 Dashnakstutiu n off'icially
.
, t error.i sm.
JS H.ovann l• s1an
•
s anc t... 1.onea
w:r'i• t·es that in order to effect

goals of' self-govern.---n ent and unrestricted economic opportunity,
the "Das:b.a..11.akstutiun announced that it would inculcate the populace

with a revolutionar y disposition and using guerilla tactics, would
strike ~ercilessly at the exploiters and the traitors of the Ar-

:; 7 ::.5~ 3 A.:,:-:enian revolutionary activity in Eastern .Anatolia

shc>,·s-: 2:. ;;.;::1s ,:.~· obvious planning and aggression toward Ottoman rule,

and.

"'.iC

t':".. is

Ab'1ul H;:n11id responded with strict ph:v-sicnl reprP-ssion.

-Ste~~~3:c :::>u:z'..:..id ~oints out thc.t the Ottoman reprisals were a lordca: s ~ep ~nth~ history of Armenian-Tur kish confrontation s~

11

The

for:tatio:.-:. of A.rE::enian revolutionar y parties, about which the gov-

ernment ws.s well ir1formed, and the increasing activity of these
groups throughout 1893 made some kind of Ottoman reaction neces38
sary." _The Ottoman reaction came in the form of the so-ce.11ed
11

Ha.rnidiyen policy 1.,rhich employed Kurdish tribes in the area of

Eastern Anatolia to raid Armenian towns.

The object was twofold:

To obtain the allegiance o.f the Kurds who would be hapny with the
reward of booty collected during the raids as well as to physically weaken the Armenian corrununi ty.

Kurdish re.ids had. long · occurred

in the area, but now they were sanctified s.nd Kurds were encourai:i:ed
to act with full force.

Another outcome of the regimenting of these Kurdish tribesmen
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would be to separate Moslem Kurds from possible cooperatio n with
Armenian dissenter s.

The acts of the Kurds upon the Armenians

included raiding, crop destructio n and massacre.

The undisci-

plined and potential ly separatis t Kurdish minority was therefore
not only pacified in Ottoman eyes but also enlistert as An ally

that could be counted upon in quieting a dangerous Armenian community.
The physical violence brought a.bout by the c1,.,eation of Ab-

dul Hs~id 1 s Hfu~idiye regiments in 1893 heightene d to make life
in Turkish Armenie.n COnh"'llUni ties intolerab le.

Armenian ane;er and

oppos~tio n to the Ottoman regime grew steadily and ' Dashnak revo-

lutionary activity became widesprea d.
Eitli~

~~~

In 1895 in the vilayet of

?~~£~sh-A rme~ian conflict began to explode.

Armenian

mou:c:2.i::. sers i~ the Bi tJ.is district of Sas sun refusert to pay .the
so-celled p:'."'•:::"'::eetion

tB.X

asked for by Kurdish chieftain s.

Ha:.;_:.d.iy ::? r.-egi:-:a~:ts \-Iere una.ble to keep matters in or<ier and

c 1ssd ~:i-:: Sf:.s.:::ini tes of sedition.
1

The
AC-

Ottonrn.n forces joined the Kurds

in a~ ef~crt to put down the rebelliou s Sassunite s in hopes that
they ;.;,:,:.:.ld give un their 8rms.

Promised a.rrmesty if they did so.,

a large proportio n of the Sassun com..rnunity was instead massacred
by the Ottoman and Kurdish regiment/ ;

The massacres in Sassun

touchedp ff a series of explosion s in places of Turkish-A rmenian
conflict.

Armenians defended themselve s against Turkish forces

in Zeitun and Van.

Zeitunis held o.ff an entire Turkish army until

foreign power mediated peace~O

The Sassun events drew the attention of Russia and Europe~
and the rrArmenian '-iuestion" was once ag::dn in the internatio nal
political arena.

The Ambassario rs of Rus,:da, France . and Brita.in
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submitted in

1895 a. ~eneral reform plan to the Ottoman government

callin.i;,; for e number of R.Ctions to be taken regarding the Armenian population.

The so-ce_lled

11

May Plan" called for the consolida;:.;.

tion of the Armenian 9rovinces into one adn1inistrativ e unit, the
release of Armenian p~isoners, the return of Armenian exiles, the
encoLu·:3-ge,:r1eYit of Kurdish tribes to end their raiding- of Armen5. an

corr,.,:. lunities, the assignment of officers to accompany Kurdish tr>ibes,
the disarmarnent of the Harnidiye corps in peacetime., and the making
of repatriation s to Sassunites and other victims of arbitrary acts.41
'rhe May Pl~:.r1 was subrni tted to Abdul Hamid, who promised to take

irn.me d i.9 te actio>.1.

Accepting his w::>rd, the European powers pulled

out :) f t~e c onSll.ct ..
,~:-1re l

~-:·t

But without Eurou e2.n presence,

1irz-::==- rle and mA.s sa.cre of Armenian cornmuni t.ies

the reforms

cont.in1.1ea ..

Late 1895 and e qrly 1896 saw the Trebizond Massacres: The - devnstatio:: Df hund2erls of villages, the annihili=;ti o n of one to two huntc1.ouse.r.d Armenians, ::1nd the exile of thousands more.

Ottoman

of:fiel als maintained that the massacres were the result of pacify-

~n _...~rr~
~i·an -ebell1on
1ng t:"..
ii.1V.Ll
.L.
0

--..!.

"1,,.

,J

.-

J..-ci
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The harsh treatment of the Armenia~n people b:t their Ottoman
.rulers was in part caused by an Ottoman fear of a general trend
of' rising r-ationalisti c feelings -among minorities in the Empir'.e•
Tl:e ls.te nineteenth ce_ntury in 'I'urkey and the Ottoman Empire was

a. time when C:1-·etan Greeks were in revolt, when Arabs, Balkan peoples

A. S

well as Armenians were experiencing simultaneous ly a ris-

ing national conscjousnes s.

Each minority isolate~ itself to a

degree which contributed to the politicP-1 and cultural frar.nnentation of the E-npire.

Conflict would arise between Greek ann rrurkish,

Armenian and Turkish, Arab and Turkish and Balkan and Turkish
com:-r:unities.

3il
Wyszomirs ki in her essay on com..rnunal violence writes th8.t,
One could say
this communal
so successfu l
in the Empire
successor s in

that the Ottomans were not seeking to manage
conflict but to resolve it. Indeed they were
in decimating the Armenian comr-mni ties withthR.t they beqµeathed to their present day
Turkey a far more homo-geneous state .43
·

With the 1895-1896 massacres in Sassun came a culminatio n of
the conflict between a falling empire whose sultan was despeT>ate
to maintain it iritact and the growing dissension of an ofganized
revolution ary Armenian com..rnuni ty.

The Ottoman treatment of the

Ar~enian minority from the early sixteenth century until the late
nineteent h century follows a logical historica l progressio n.

At

first li•.ring in an internAti onally influenti al and e.fficient ly
go-.;err:e:i Ottom,rn e:11pire the Armenians were subject to minor regul ati~:Ls

2.s

~c~-belie vers,

11

dhimmis,

11

in

?-

Muslim state.

As the

eff: :!:-s::::Jy c·f' ·cr:-a govern."'Tlent in hold.ing its vast territorie s de-

as in~ellectu al ideas of nationAl identity spread from

emr~r~,

~~e

si~ple restrictio ns upon the non-believ ing Armeni8ns

and ot~3~ reli~ious minoritie s were converted into more outright
modes of persecutio n.

There occurred simultane ously increasin~

nationali stic ideas among minoritie s and the political weakening
of the empire from inside and out.
ally aggravatin g;.

These developme nts were mutu-

The degree of each heightene d u..Dtil there ex-

isted outright revolutiorn =i.ry organizat ion among Armenians and a
crQ~bling empire which sought to eliminate revolutio naries by
massacre.

-as
Part Three
A trend of ~rowing nationalism and declining Ottoman government continued throu~hout the early 20th century .until the political death of the Ottoman Empire shortly after World War One.

The

Turkish-Arme nian conflict worsened, with the most devastating massacres of )l..rmenian com.munities occurring in 1915-1916.

Abdul

Ha'11id 1 s Ha::nidiye re~ime-r:its and the Sas sun massacres of 1895-1896

may have quieted Armenian opposition for the moment, but efforts
to completely eliminate this revolutionar y movement were fruitless.

Ar!"l.enians living in Turkey had throughout Ottoman rule continually placed their f8ith in the government in hopes of gaining
socis.l

s>:cl'J.

political reforms.

The tanzimR.t refor!TI period of the

mid-19th csnt:.:!"'y saw the start of a cycle of Armenian hopes for
refo!"'m reme.ininp: unfulfilled.

In JRnuary of 1876 Foreir.:n l'•11nj_ster

Ras~id Pasha called an interdeno~in ational conference represent-

ing Greeks,

Ar~enians, Jews, 1o~an Catholics and Protestants to

discuss t~e possibilitie s and process of rAform.

Davidson writes,

"Thes e non-Muslims we-re so outspoken in their demands for complete

equality • • • that the P;overnrnent was embaragsed, and no more was
heard of such conferences. " 4~ Supporting the adoption of the 1876
Constitution , Armenians envisioned a number of reforms which were
never realized, e.s Abdul Hamid abrogated the constitution two years
later.

Un1er the terms of the Berlin Congress

ot:

1875, the Gov-

ern1nent of A.brlul Ha.m.iri had agreed to implement socio,.politic al
changes beneficial to the Arrrienian communities.

But .n.bdul Hamid

ignored the agreement Rnd change for the A. rmenians never occurred.

This cycle of unfulfilled. Ar:nenian hopes continued throui:shout the
reign of Abdul Hamid, ancl Armenians :i.n the early twentieth century

J6
felt they had no choice but to oppose the goverr.Jnent.
As determined as ever in their struggle to achieve liberation

from Ottoman rule, Armenian revolutionaries under Dashnak leadership pl~mi.ed an assassination attempt on Abdul Hamid in 1905.

The

Sultan's culpability had become the focus of attention of the Dashnakstutiun.

But due to certain quirks in the carrying out of the

attempt, Kristapor Mikayelian, who had been a principal founder
of the Dashnak organization, died. of explosions meant for Abdul
4 C.

Hamid. -~

The following year the Dashnakstu:tiun staged an event in
Constantinople which was intended to arouse European attention.

On

August 24, the Dashnaks captured the Imperial Ottoman Bank, one
in w~ic~ Euro?eans had considerable interest.

liowever, the Otto-

man go·;err"'1:e::1t had known previously of the Dashnak plan and planned
a bloody retaliation.

Mobs of ruffians launched a massacre upon

the Armenian population of Constantinople.

Looking back, the

Dashnak demonstration can be seen as a preteKt for massacre.

The

possibility of European intervention on their behalf as well as
the potential of the rising Young Turk nationalist group which
sought to end Abdul Hamid•s autocracy were the two forces upon
which Armenians rested their faith from 1896 through the · early
20th century.

For indeed Armenians were not the only dissatisfied

minority in the empire, nor the only people pressing for change.
Juririg the years of the turn of the twentieth century, Abdul
Hamid was confronted with revolts in Ottoman territories.

Opposi-

tion among Turks themselves became very: powerful and well-organized.

In 1889 ,- Turkish medical-military students founded a secret organization called the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP), often
referred to as the "Young Turk" movement.

Though founded by
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students and intellectual s in touch with nationalistic concepts,
Turks from other circles,

such as civic officials,

joined the CUP.

The Young Turks were Ottoman patriots, but critics of' absolutism,
espionage, an<i the privileged of the Hamid clique.

Outside· of

the Young Turk mo.vement there was a growing notion of Arabism
and Arab separation from Ottoman rule.

Although Turks were the

dominant :political force in the empire and Turkish was the langua,?e
of the govern.'11ent, Arabic was the language of learning and of Islamic law.

The Arabs ha<'! been the historical instruments of Islam

and resented their second class treatment.

In Crete there occurred

Greek revolt against the Ottomans, and Cretans demanded union with
Greece.

In Vacadonia there occurred violence among Bul~ars~

The

revolt~~ the ~reeks in Crete resulted in Otto~an massacres which
were so p;-reat as to cause A.th.ens to send, military
rebels.

~iq.

to . the Cretan

In li::i97, Atl:-1ens declared W.9.r upon the Ottoman Empire.

The ensuing Otto:ri~n victory wa.s the only one of Ab1ul Hamid's

reign.
gars,

Of all dissenters in the ~r11pire,

it

WA.s

the Greeks, Bul -

a_r,.d Armenians who caus;:::d. Abdul Ha.mid the greatest conce~n,

as they were the most advanced in their self-consciou sness. 47
Abdul Hamid made efforts in 189'1 to undermine national F;!'OUps

through espionage, the work of Hamidiye agents; however, the tide
was a~einst him and his efforts

S8W

little resultj

Opposition to

his rei~n even took in members of Abdul Hamid's own family .

In

1899, ::-iis brother-in law and two nephews fled abroad ::rnrr one nephew ,
Prince Sabaheddin, took a major role in the anti-Baroidia n stru&rgle.

In February 1902 the newly-formed ttFirst Congress of Ot:;o:n.an

Liberals" convened, ann membership included Dashnaks and Hunchaks
joining Youn~ Turks ana Sabaheddin to I'i~ht the autocracy of Abd1tl

38
Hamid..

Previo usly unwill ing to collabo re.te, the situati on had be-

come despar ate enough as to bring opposi tion forces to~eth er.

The

Congre ss resulte d in an entente of Turks, Arabs, Greeks , ~trds,
Armeni ans~ .Albani ens,. Circas sians . and Jews agains t the Sultan. 1 8

Basic demand s of the Congres s include d equal rights for all Ottoma n
citizen s, local self-ad .rn.inis tration , and the restora tion of the
consti tution , which had been suspend ed since 1877 _.qCJ The coming together of nation alist groups showed their differe nces.

Divisio n

cropue d up among delega tes as the Armeni an resolu tion demand ed
that Europe an powers honor their obliga tions to the oppres sed Ottoman people s.

Ar~enie .ns hoped that this might include pressu re

upon_ the governi -nent to e.llow for a certain dep,;ree of self-ru le.
Turk i sS ns.tic:: :alists renoun ced Europe an interve ntion in Ottoman
af f .s.:.r 3.} as ';-{.::ll as talk of individ ual nation al a.utonor ny.

Turk-

ish nation alist Armed Riza state('3 that "Autono my is treason ~ it
means separa tion.

11

so

Wherea s Armeni ans were calling for Rn autono -

mous Armeni an stete, Young Turk patrio ts insiste d that reform could

be achiev ed within the framew ork of the empire .

Confli cting eth-

nic nation alisms among minori ty pocket s preven ted a more unified
action a.gains t the autocr atic govern.'TI.ent~

Si-:nult aneous to the activit y inside Turkey , Tsar Nichol ar in
Russia ,,.;as offerin g suppor t to Turkis h Armeni a.

By encour aging

Russian Armeni gn activi ty in Turkey , the Tsar could. win over Ar:..
menian s who he.d previo usly been aliena ted by his policy of Russificatj_o n~

In aiiditio n, he saw "90ten tial rebelli on in Turkish Armeni a

which could sp.read into Tri:,_nscaucR .sia unless he turned his subjects there into thankf ul allies ..

Russia n Minist er of Interio r

S.D. Sazano v explain s the situati on in his book, The Fatefu l Years:
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A revolt of the Armeni ans in the Vilaye ts of Asia
Minor, border in~ upon Transc aucasia , was always possible in view of the intoler able conditi ons of life there.
Such an uprisin g threate neo to set fire to our own border provin ces, where numero us wealth y Armeni ans might
be expecte d to lead active help to their brothe rs in the
strugg le agains t the Turkish op'9res sors • • • Transc au.casia, with.i ts varied and not over-p eacefu l popula tion,
was dangero us ground for any kind of disturb ance, anri
the aQ"n.in istratio n feared nothing more than to see .the·
Tu!"kis h border provin ces become the theate r of an armed
rebelli on. Needle ss to say, such a rebelli on would almost inevita bly have led to a war betwee n Russia. and
Tu:;."i,rny -- a develop ment which the governm ent wished at
all costs to avoid • • • These observ ations will make
it clear that, apart from a purely human itarian intere3t in the fate of an unfortu nate Christ ian people , the
desire to mainta in order in the most restles s of our border provin ces oblige d the Imperi al Govern ment to take
the ·1ni ti2.ti ve in negoti ations for the introd uction of
r2.d.::.Gal reform s in the Armeni an Vilaye ts. SI
·
·
Tt.sre:f ore, the tsaris t govern.1."l'lent was incline d to encour age
~U3s:..E'.:-_ i_~e::::.2.:r:3 to engros s themse lves in the Rffairs of Turkis h

A'r''7'e-,"'

c:.,.

-:;.::d ::c enlist officia l Europe an suppor t.

Peace in the Gau-

?;:->~ solutio n to the problem of misgov ernmen t of Abdul Ha.mid

was

s.3;:'.'-1::te:'.1

tur~ o~

~~e

by the Young Turks,

as their membe rship spread at the

cen~ury and their power and discon tent was suffic ient

to ste.~e s. coup agains t Abdul Hamid in. 1908. · The Young Turks were
a patr:.o -:ic groups of Turkis h nation alists who wished to conserv e
the Ott~~a n Empire of their forebe ars by replaci ng Abdul Hamid
with a libera l consti tution .

They had little politic al experie nce

and a naive unders tanding of the fundam ental problem s confro nting
the Otto:11an Empire .

Young Turks mainta ined that Armeni an demand s

c,:nJ.ld be achiev ed by the existen ce of an efficie nt centra l p;overn ment rather than by self rule or Europe an interve ntion.

T'ne organ-

ization of the Young Turk moveme nt first showed its streng th in
the late ninete enth centur y, and was very much dislike d by Abdul
Hamid.

In 1895, some member s were arreste d in Turkey , and others
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escaped abroad.

Leader Ahmed Riza led escapees to Paris, where

they publishe d the Young Turk journal,

11

Meshver et 1'.·

in Turkish

and in French, and called for the preserve .tion of' the Ottoman
Empire.

Another Young Turk leader, Murad Bey, fled to Egypt

where he publishe d his newspap er

11

'Mi zan" which like Ah.-rned Ri za, s

fl Meshver et '' was smuggled back into the empire..

Shortly after

1895 move to Egypt, Murad Bey left for Geneva, where he cen·h •
V
t erea- "'is
.... oung mi-urk op.e rations.52 In 189 6 ,. a Young Turk plot to

his

overturn : the governm ent failed.

An Anti-Ham idia.n current in the

empire centered by army officia ls in· Salonika . wa.s joined in 1907
by Abc 'J.l

~&,lid 1 s faction abroad to form the "Ittihad ve 'J:'erakki

Tesl1._~il2:--::i,
:]"&~'!:'1

11

or ucommit tee of Union a.nd Progress .

!I

In the same

':::~'3 ::e,,(:.7-0- :--ganized Ittihad ists attended the second annual

r.22:.~::;; c.r t::e Sonp.:ress of Ottoman Liberals which was organize d
1.m::3:::-- the i::-.:;,::;iat ive of the Dashna.k stutiun.

At the meeting ,

del-s ~~-:;ss ?l 2-::.;;:ed to overtr..ro w Abdul Ha:ni d I s governm ent by · the

includin g revoluti on, to obtain a repOn July

24, 1908, Ittihad ists in Mace-

donia 2.Gd regL1en ts to Constan tinople where they deman<"led the im-

pleme~t ation of the Ottoman constitu tion.

With insuffic ient loyal

troo-:, ,'3 tc. }:' '-lt down the Ittiha<i ists, Abdul HEunid
1

Wf:IS

forced to

surren:5. er himself and his governm ent to bhe Cornrrri ttee of Union and
Progress ..

Abdul Hamid kept the title of Sultan, but

WPS

forced

to call the Chamber of Deputie s to session, which he had suspend ed since 1877.

Having faith in the Ittihad ists

1

convicti on that

interna l reforms would take place under their acl'Tiini stration, Armenians hailed the Ittihad ist victory, and gave full support to

, ent. Si
the new Young Turk governm
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The Committee of Union and Progress-mai ntained charge of the
Ottoman administratio n until World War I.
elitist military _group

But because it was an

and not a mass movement, and because it

was a political body with very little idministrativ e experience,

the Ittihadist govern.ment ran into im.>nediate ·difficulties in trying ta e.ffectively rule the Empire.

Ahmed Riza was elected Presi-

dent of the Chamber of Deputies in the election system which was
quickly restored from the days of constitution al government of
pre-1878 .. The first year of Ittihadist administratio n saw domestic
and inte!'nationa l crises.

Austria-Hung ary annexed Bosnia and Her-

zogovi.:r-:3.., 3-,__11,;aria asserted her independence , and Crete declared
union ',,-:. th G::>escs

Q

Most importantly~ there surfaced in 1909 wide-

sp::-::;:s.C. ~:;;;,o.si-.::::..on a"Tiorn:s com'1lon
..
soldiers and theological students
who :::':-:e.rged t'.'lat the C.TJ.P. regime was irreligious, and Viole.tin;: ::~:s "shari~t ,"

or Islamic law.

There w2.s in addition a strong

res9n:=~~t of the privileged class of the Ittihadists who had
been s·:'!.-..lcs.taci 2.n·westernize r1. military schools.

On April 13, 1909,

a revolt of co:r1..'11on soldiers wss staged against the C. U. P. government.

But the revolt was impulsive and-had no political program.

It

i:a-:::nediately put down by loyal Ittihadi st troops.

w2,s

re2-ction rippled throughout the interiors of the empire.

Religious
In Adana

and in northern Syria Armenian-Tur kish conflicts flared up, and
in the several days following April 13, ten to fifteen thousand
Armenians were killed, as well as numerous Turks.

Armenians were

enraged, and Ittihadists ascribed the massacres to Hamidian provacateurs.

When the Ittihadist ~overnment .resu.rn.ed order, judicial

and financial amends were made to those who ha.d suffered. 55
Soon after this counterrevol ution the Ittihadists quickly
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drifted toward autocratic rule.
11

A parliamentary decision with a

fetva. 11 from the Sheikn-ul-Isla..rn. was made to exile Abdul Hamid

to Salonika_.

His younger brother Mehrned V was installed as Sul-

tan, but exerci·sed no power.

A constitutional amendment passed

in August 1909 severely limited the Sult?...n 1 s power to dissolve
the Chamber o:f Deputies ..

The Ittihadist government was still

pledged to keep alive the Ottoman Empire and there.fore kept the
Sultan as a figurehead -- But severe administrative inexperience
of the new rulers increasingly showed its mark.
In 1909, parlia.mentary and party arguments boiled. over whether to estaolis~ a centralized or a federalized structure of government! 2.s -;..rell 2. s the quest ion of the poll ti cal ei:-ti ty and i den ti ty
of ci-;::;i ze:".:.s.

?he Young Turk creed of

11

0ttomanism, "· pressing for

the political. preservation of the Ottoman Empire, caused the passing of e.. ls.w i:,. 1909 forbidding all political associations based
on :;::9_tionecl c:: ethnic lines:S'6 In the same year the government declared a state

of seige and suspended the constitution.

In 1911

many c:isgruntl13d Ittihanists splintAred from their political
party a:n.d joined with (Abdul Hamid's nephew) Sabeheddin and many
non-Turks to form the "Liberal union.,,'' calling for an end to the
state

or

seige a.nd the constitutional suspension.

responded by dissolving Parlia.,"'nent in 1912.

The government

Turmoil followed

when military officers called for resolution and forced the Ittihadist cabinet to resign, ending the state of seige. 57
International crises plagued the Ittihadist govern.rnent for
three years and brought the Committee of Union and Progress to
virtual dictatorship.

In 1911, Italy invaded the Ottoman province

of Tripoli (present-day Libya), and in the following year, Balkan
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states took advantap;e of the Turkish distraction in the Tripolitanian war to attack the remaining Ottoman territories in Europe.
In the ensuing Treaty of London of May 1913, the Ottoma.n Empire
ceded to Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece and Montenegro ali of her European territories save a small strip to protect the Bosphorus
and Constantinop le.58 Following the Balkan wa.r, .countless Moslem

Balkan. refugees landed homeless at Turkey 1 s doorstep: In January,
1913, Grand Vezir Mebmed Shevket was assassinated , s.nd this gave

C.U.P. leader Enver Bey and his colleagues a pretext to exile
many p8li tic!:l.l opponents.

During the sa.me month, ·:2:nver staged a

coup d 1 et~t and restored the Ittihadists.
W83

By 1914, a triumvirate

gc-,-2-::':ni::-:g the dwindling empire, made up of ·Enver Pasha as

Minis':;":':'
Pa~~c

-:J:"

-:Js.:-, 'l 'alaat Pasha as Minister of Interior, and Jemal

as Min~ster of Navy.

· The rief22.t of Turkey in ·the Balkan Wars and the triUJ.11virate

dicta-:-:::rs~.ip ;;u~ to death any notion of "Ottomanismrr in the Em-

pire, a::.!.d. ins-;:;ea.d. appeared the rising appeal of doctrines of Tumn-

is!ll 2-n,:. of' Islam.

Ottomanism had had a ce1~tain appeal in 1909

when ~odul H&11id was exiled, for it was the heritage of the Empire's glorious days and held that all subjects were equal under
the law.

But the failure of such a.n equality to become a reality

and a political dictatorship , and the fur½her shrinking of the
empire's territories, caused new cravinp;s for nationalism among
minority groups of Greeks, Arabs, Armenians and Turks themselves.
Pan-Turanism , or the notion of unity among all Turkic-speak ing
peoples, became widespread.

Pa.n-Islamisrn rose to the surface,

fostering secret Arab societies aiming at local cultural and political autonomy.

For Armenia ns the period from the 1908 Coup until the entry
of Turkey into \-\lorld. WRr One in 1914 was one of unfulfi lled pro-

mises.

Loyal to the Ittihad ists 1 constitu tional regime, Armeni-

ans united to fight in the Turkish Army against the Balkan inva-

sions.

But raiding Kurdish Tribes continue ri to cause destruct ion

in Ea.stern Anatolia ., and with Armenian youth away fighting in the

B~1-lkan wars i t beca:.rne even more difficu lt to protect Armenian life
and property .

The Patri.s.rc h in Constan tinople made continue d pe-

titions and was given promises for reform which were not followed
up.

Armenian politica l societie s had a semi-leg al status _and cir-

culated newsp8.p ers and vied for Pe.rliam entary slots.

However,

these privileg es ciid. nothing to change the hardshiu s of the rural

Ir~ early

:..914

Turkish Armenian s sa.w European interven tion

directed towa:r::i the Bmelior ation of their conditio n.

The Armeni-

an Nationa l Assembly , which was the highest body in the Armenian

millet, presente d a dra.ft for a reform program to the Russian Em-

bassy; it was then reJ.a:y-eo to French, German, Austrian and Italian colleagu es in Constan tinople.
peal were to suffer from

2.

But the Armenian s in their ap-

division between the Triple Alliance

and the Triple E.'n.tente , as 0-ermany intended to dull any Russi:.m
initiati ve in the Armenian T-Jroblem.
Armenian Nationa l Assembl y,
mitted by Amb.sssa dor G-iers.

2.

Based upon the draft of the

Russian proposa l for reform was sub-

The "?roposa l called for a consolid a-

tion of the six Armenian vilayets into one adminis trative re.r.;ion
an Ottoman Christir: :n or a European r;overno r, municip al bodies
of mixed Christia n-Musli m members" h.ip, Armenian as one of the offi• 7
CJ.8 .....

dom.

languag es, the disbanrli nr: of Kurdish units, and cultural free-

An Interna tional Co~miss ion woul~ assess Armenian losses
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caused by usurpation, ensure compensation in land or money, stop
the flow of Muslim Ba.lkan refugee irnrnigrants into Armenia, and
.
1 emen_,
t: simi
. . 1 ar re f orms in.
'
C1. 1 icia.
. . Sct
imp

I n the mean ti me It t L
' ha d -

ists, who had a.ttempted to enact a general reform for the empire
as e. whole in order to weaken the Russian initiative, was excluded from negotiations.

The response to the Russian proposal for

reform was a series of ccmpromise me2..sures to which the Ottom~m
goverr~"":'lent assented on February 8, 1914.

The final compromise

measures included the establishr-lent of two Armenian provinces, each
with a ~uropeqn Inspector general.

It made no mention of Armeni-

an losses, reco:::pensations, the problem of Muslim Balkan im.,1igrants,
or of C::..li -~ ia~ reforms, _snd did not refer to the area in question
as " 'Z\.:.:-·'-~::..s:: _.:__:,-:--:2::1is. 11 but rather as

11

Eastern Anatolia..

11

Yet, this

was :o·: .::..r:i.e.:-:.i~ t.i"~e most liberal reform ever enacted in their in-

TJ':'.::;n

~he -.:;;.,_tbreak of World War One, the question of an Armeni-

an al:.. i . ,:,.::.ce w2. --ch the Turkish ~overnment demanded response.
WB.S

Turkey

cl-:::,.:;;s to join.ins the war wit~ G-ermany egainst her tra.di tional

ally; ~uasia.

Armenians in Eastern Anatolia were living in a po-

tentie.l ::;s.tt::!.eg rouni, and for this reason the Eighth '.:reneral Congress of :-)ashn8kst1J.tiun dec.ideo uuon collaboration with Ittihadist
govern.,1ent ln hopes of · avoiding wa.r 1-vi th :=tussia.

Yet, countless

Dash::iaks remained critic2.l of narrow Ittihadist nationalism and
their treatment of non-Turks in the empire.

In negotiations with

the Dasr111aks, Ittihadists pro"9osed that in the event of Russian-

OttomP.n hostilities, the Dashnaks would incite rebellion among the
Russian Armenians against the Tsar, as this would facilitate the
Turkish conquefct of 'l'ranscaucasia.

'l'he Armenians were nromised.
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in return by the Ittihadists an autonomous state joining Russian
Armenia with portions of the vilayets of Erzerum, Van and Bitlis.
But Dasr>.....'1aks refused to provoke rebellion in Russian Armenia, and
the Armenian conference rejected the proposal and took a stand of
neutrality.

Hovannisian writes that the Dashnakstutiun encour-

aged a position of neutrality for 'rurkish Armenians, yet explains

th9t,
When Ottoman participation in the World War became
a reality, the apprehensive Armenian leaders strove to
co~vince the Ittihad government of their fidelity and
patriotism • • • Although most Armenians maintained a
correct attitude vis a vis the Ottom2n govern~ent, it
can be asserted with _some . substantiation that the mani:t"'e2-:;s.tions of loyalty were insincere, for the sympathy
o-:L' :x.:::,st A:-i:-.:enians throughout the world was with the Ente:::-e, no': with the central Powers -- By autumn 1914
2e,;-?r~l ;r:"linent Ottoman Armenians, including a former
7-7-.~::e:> c-f: : ';.::"lit>ment, hari slipped away to the CB.ucasus
't::} 0ollsb-c:'.:';;.te with Rµssian military officials. 61
R~ssia res,onded to Armenia ' s leening toward her by trying
to r·et::;:>:;_,s7e. th=- loys.l ty of the Dashnaks who had been 2.lienated
si~ce

1;ot.

T~e

Viceroy fo~ the Caucasus succeeded in parsuart-

ing '.I1ss:.r Fichol8.s to liberate ~any members of the Dashnakstuttun
who we~e either in prison or in exile. 6 t
The decision by Turkey to ally herself with Germany in World
War One was lgrgely based on the belief of Enver Pasha that war

would allow for a pan-Turkish expansion into the Russian Caucasus.
!'1os t Turkish ci ti 2,ens in fact preferred neutrality~

In July of

19lli, ..=I;nver approsched Germany for an a.lliance, and the pact to
operate a~ainst ~ussia was signed in secret on August

4, 1914,

bringing Turkey into the World War~ 3 Hovannisian explains that Envers 1 fRith in pan-Turanism and his conviction that it could ~e
spread into Transca.u casia brought about a great Turkish camnaign
against Russia.
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Enver I s expectations were great. Hi-s pa.n-Turanism
views were expressed through circulars distributed on November 12 by Ittihad ve Terraki, calling for the destruction of' Russis., expansion of natural frontiers, and
unification with all Turkic peoples in the Moslem World 1 s
strug~le for the liberation from the infidel oppressors.
Aware that the realization of his aspirations was rlependent o~ a powerful ~ilitary force on the eastern front,
:C::nver added a Third division each to the Ninth, Tenth, and
Eleventh corps of the Third Army, based at Erzerum. With
jurisdiction extending from Van to _Kharput northward to
the Black Sea Coast, that army, by the ~~ddle of 1914,
consisted of over two hundred thousand regulars and fifteen to twenty thou.sA.nd Kurdish tribesmen, 11 ashirets"
(Ottoman Hamidiye regiments), the Armenian Plateau was
fortified. 64
·

,.n

*

Several months after the Turkish entry into World War One,

widespread deportation ann. ma.ssac!'e of Armenians were carried
out t .~ ~·=-:~:..gh.o-:.:-: Gilicia · and the Ana_tollan Flatea11.

It is estimat-

ed t .~1s. t d .1.:':1.::..g: 1915-:-1916 eight thousand to over one million Ar1

meni~ n s died i~-'- the ma.ssacres.

Several hundred thousanrl more

succu-:-::bed to f2:nine and disease along the deportation route toward +;he dese:r>ts of northe-r·:n Syria and Iraq.

Countless _women and

child:::en were forced to convert to Isla.-rn as they were pulled out
of deportation :processions and possessed by Turkish men and Moslem families~S

Minister of Interior Talaat Pasha explained that

the T .1rkish actions against the Armenians were a military neces1

sity.

The Ottoman goverr1rnent construed an Armenian revolution

from the charges that (tRken from a summary by Johannes Lepsius) :
1. Ottoman Parliamentary member Gaergh Pasde--rmadjian had deserted to Russia to join the Armenian volunteers there.
2. A.~itator·s had been sent to Cilicis. by English and Prench

naval commanders, and that t~e CiliciR.n population wa.s eng 8 P:ed in sabotage and espiona~e.

3. Zeitoon Armenians

had resisted military autho~ity.
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4.

Members of the Huncha.k party had been accomplices in contriving aga.inst the R;overnment with Turkish opponents of

the Ittihadi sts.

5.

Armenians in Van had taken arms against the government • 66
.In his m~moirs ·, · Talaat Pasha, writes,

I admit that we deported many Armenians from our Eastern provinces, but we nevsr acted in this matter upon a previously prepared scheme. The responsibility for these acts
falls first of all upon the deported people themselves • • •
These preventetive massacres were taken in every
country _during the war, but, while the regrettable results
were passed over in silence in the other countries, the
echo of our acts w2.s heard the world over, because everybody's eyes were upon us.67
Turki.sh authors insist th.gt official action was not taken
against the Armenians until a.fter an Armenian rebellion had ocIn :?e2.li ty, malicious action by the Turks had begun
months before :-.he for,na.l commencement of the deportations in late
Hay. · The Otto:,1an governn1ant cnaintained that

11

Armenian rebellionn

A
•
'
•
~
occurre n
..L on A.pri·1 2'4, 19]r
.. :?, w..h en hrme:nian
civic,
po 1·t·
1 ica 1 , an,.,

intellectual leaiers were arrested in Constantinople, and then deported and executed.

This occurrence, constituting a revolt in

Ottoms.n eyes, led to the formal issue of deportation orders the
following month.

On May 26, the Grand Vezir received a. cormnunique

from Talaat.Pasha which stated that:
Be ca.use some · of the Armeni 2ns who are living near the
war zones have obstructed the activities of the Imperial
Ottoman Army, which has been entrusted with defending the
frontiers a,R:ainst the country 1 s enemies; because the impede the mo~e~ent of provisions and troops; because they
have made corn...-rnon c nuse with the ene~ny; :=md especially because the y have attRcked the military for6es within the
country, the innocent populationr and the Ottoman cities e.nd
towns, killing and plundering; and because they have even
dared to suppiy the enemy navy with provisions and to reveal the location of our fortified p laces to them; and because it is necessarv that rebellious elements of this
kind should be remov~d from the area of military activities and thFJt the villarse·s which are the b:;.ses and shelter

~
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for·these rebels should be vacated, certain measures
are being adopted, among which is deportation of the
Armenians from. the Van, Bitlis, ErzerU..'11-Vilayets, the
livas ( 1 counties 1 ) of Adana, Mersin, Kozan� Tebelibere
ket, except for the cities of Adana, Sis, and Mersin;
the Marash Sanjak, except Marash itself, and the Is
kinderun, Berglan, Jisr-i Shuur, and Antakya districts
of the Aleppo vilayet, except for the administr2tive
city of each. It is being announced that the Armenians
are being sent to the following P.laces: Mosul ·vilayet
except for the northern area. borderinp� on the V2-n vilav
et, Zor Sanjak, southern Urfa except for the city.of Ur
fa itself, eastern and southeastern Aleppo vilayet, and
the Eastern part of the Syrian vilayet. 69
On May 30, the Ottoman Council of Ministers approved Talaat 1 s
issue and added for tha care and protection of the deportees,
provisions which added a semblance of legality to the orders.

In

truth, these provisions were never enacted, nor were the Armenia.ns
ever informed of their existence.

ThB 9rovisions on paper provid-

ed:
1� The safety of the deportee and of his possessions until he
ha ,:'..l

..i.J.C".,..,-._....

reached his assi�ned area.

2. :Material compensr->.tions to provide the n.eportee ·with

8.

com-

fortable new life.
3. That :Moslem refugees (largely from the Balkan ws.rs) mif':_:ht
inhabit abandoned Armenian property only after recording the
value of the land.

4.

That the property remained the legal prop-

erty of the ArmeniAn owner.
The sale of :\rmenian property that

WAS

not re-inhabited, but

the keeping of records of derived income, the name of the

5.

owner, etc.
The supervision of these transactions by special cormnittees.

6 .. That all �overnment officials comply with these provisions and
�q
make pro�ress reports.
What occurred over. the seve!'al months following these or,fors
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was an all-encom passinr_; instigat ion of the now

11

lep;alize d 11 d-eporta -

tions which hqd in fact begun unoffic ially several months before.

More striking than the fact of the deporta tions is the death of
nearly two million Armenian s., mostly ·. by massacr e, otherwis e en-

route to assignef l destina tions.

By the provisio ns passed on

May

30 by the Ottoman Council of Ministe rs, the Armenian populat ion
would have been lifted gently out of Turkey a.nd carefull y dropped

in new location s.

Once arrived, the deportee s would be recompe nsed

for the ir materia l losses and would begin a new life.

But the pro-

visions themselv es,which actually gave legal approva l of such an
action es ;'1.9.ssi ve deportR_ tion, did nothing to benefit the Armenian
in his ~-:'.:·e e_~y t .: ,rt11~us exile.

The i ss11e .for the d.eporta tion of

ths A~~~~ian ?3Jple ultimate ly manifes ted itself in the genocide
of t-.,.1c <. h 2.r d s

==~

the .Armenian people.

P~~of t~at extensiv e deporta tions and masaacr es had begun
lon:=z ":Js:'ore t:}.e officia l governm ent orders
di~~~~~~

are given in the in-

deliYe~e d by the Entente nations to the Ottoman govern-

men.,+- r.-r.
~·- V.• c,-.••
.)

'?)
'-+,

19,,-,
c,•
.L.:;> . ( olX

~

days before the go-ahead for deporta tion

by the Ctto:.-nan Council of l'-Uniste rs)

~

The indictme nt reads:

• ~ • :Massacr es have taken place from mid-Apr il at Erzer·.1..vr., 'I'erdj an, Eghine, .Si tli s, Moush, Sa sun, Zei tun
and in all of Cilicia. rrhe inha.bi tants of approxim A.tely a hu...11.dred villages in the vicinity of Van- all have
been killer!. a.nd the Armenian quarter of Van besei~ed
by Kurds .. At the same time the Ottoman governm ent has
acted ruthless ly aP;ainst the defense less .A.rmenian population of Constan tinopleo In view of this new crime of
Turkey against hurna.ni ty and civiliza tion, the Allied
Govern.."nents make known publicly to the Sublime Porte that
they will hold all the members of the Turkish rrovernrn ent
as well as those official s who have particip ated in
these massacr es, persona lly respons ible.70
The Ottoman response to the indictm ent, as well as ~o the

protests of Al"l'lerica n. An1bassa dor to Turkey Henry Morgent hau, was
that the Turkish actions a.gninst the Armenia ns were necessa ry to

SI
the surviv al of Turkey .

German offici als protes ted the extens ive

massac res and deporta tionsjl but did not persis t in their accusa tions as they wished to mainta in the wartim e allianc e with Tu!"key JI

T-alaat Pasha a cl.mi tted to the Turkis h elimin ation of the Armeni ans
from Turkey :

rr.

•

•

We have already dispose d of three quarte rs of

the Arm.en.:i.ans • • • The hatred betwee n the Turks and the Armeni ans

is now so intense that we have got to finish with them.
71
don't t hey will plan their reveng

e."

If we
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Postscri p t
In April of 1918, before the surrender of Turkey to the Allied powers, Armenians, Azerbaijanis and Georgiansliv ing in
Transcaucasi a joined to form the Transcaucasi an Republic.

Their

aim was to maintain a federation which would act as an emergency
blockade against •rurks invading eastward.

By May, the federation ·-

had broken up into three separate republics.

The Allied powers

supported the idea of a single Armenian state, and following _World
War One in the Treaty of Sevres, Armenia was recognized as an inde:pend~nt state.

On December 2, 1920, a new govermnent of com..;.

mun::..s-:s an-:i Dashnaks proclaimed Armenia a Soviet Republic which

...... ...-

..... .,. ~ '
: ·~--·.:.....
~.

become p art of the Union of Soviet Socialists Re-

Armenia::s living in Cilicia were subject to the post-war Alli.el o:::cu.pa.ti-o n of the area.

The Ottoman governrnent surrendered

to ~he Allies in October of 1918.

By provisions of the ensuing

Pari.s ~ea.c -3 Confsrence, British General Allenby with British

regir.1en-'.:;s and a volunteer Armenian legion occupied strategic
aFeas c,f Cilicia,

During the year-:-long British occupation

of

Cilic.ia beginning in the fall of 1918, Armenian deportees throughout tha Near East were encouraged to return·to their homes.

One

hundred fifty thousand Armenians were repatriated in Cilicia
from 1918-1919. 73

During the same period, a Turkish nationalist movement was
organized by Mustafa Kemal in order to guard against Allied abuse
of the Armistice agreement.

Because the govern.rnent in Istanbul

did not go along with the liberation movement, Anatolia became

the center of nationalist resistance. 74

According to Kemal, the
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repatria tion of 150,000 Armenia ns in Cilicia under the instiga tion of the Allied powers was a violatio n of the Turkish right
of self-det erminat ion. 75
Upon the hasty replacem ent of occupyin g British forces in
Cilicia by French troops in November of 1919, Kemalis t Turks
seized the opportu nity to . stage an insurrec tion against the

Allied occupat ion.

The battle at Marash in January , 1920, was

the first major battle of the Turkish war of Independ ence, with
Turkish regimen ts striking at French troops and Armenia n resi-dents.

Trouble had been expected in Marash upon the British

pull.o·.::.t.

To begin with, the newly-a rrived French troops includ-

ed n u.:.::e:-cus v oluntar ily enlisted Armenia ns, who were especia lly

h.2.~e :i :y

~:-.3

:':1.rks.

In addition , the town was vulnerab le

-:o -:::::. s r~ce::-: repatria tion of 20,000 Armenia ns

due

who had barely

relo:a~e d ~heir homes, were jobless, and faced a lack of supplies
ar.d hea t for -:he oncoming winter.

During the seige of Marash,

whi•::h b~gan ir-. late January of 1920 and continue d into the next

mor.~l-i,

2.~

estimate d ten to twelve thou.sand Armenia ns died. 76

The .helplas s French troops withdrew from Marash on February 9 ,
1920, and were joined in the evacuat ion by many of the survivin g
Arme1:ia ns.
The Turkish victory in Marash was of primary importan ce ..
for it showed for the first time that the Allies could be defeated. Many Turks were encourag ed by the success in Marash and
were persuade d to join the Kemalis t movemen t.

The Turkish re-

sistance to Allied occupati on and repatria ted Armenia ns quickly
spread until all foreign armies had been expelled from the Anatolian Plateau .

In April of 1920 the Kemalis t movement establis hed
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a government in Ankara separate from the powerless Sultan in Istanbul.

By October of 192.J, the Sultan had been deposed and

the establishment of the Turkish Republic was proclaimed by the
Grand National Assembly.
· Marash had been a primary missionary center and a center
of the Armenian cultural renaissance in Turkey.

At the . time of

Stanley ·Kerr's arrival there, Marash was the home of several
churches, a Franciscan monastery, a seminary, and two Armenian
schools.

German missionaries had long been in the town and had

established five orphanages, a dispensary, a hospital, and a
children's hospital in the aftermath of the Armenian deportations and the Armenian-Turkish outbursts beginning in 1915.
The ~a~age~e~t of these facilities was assumed by the Near East
Rslief upon tts arrival in Marash in 1919.

The fa6ilities served

mostJ.y .Armen.5.ans of Marash, although Kerr makes references to
Turkish patients in one hospital a~ well as some Turkish staff.
Along with other towns of substantial Armenian populations,
Marash had· suffered in the massacres of 1895 which were touched
off in Sassun.

1895.

Killing and looting had begun on November lJ,

The report of an unnamed missionary told of a Turkish boast

that ~700 Armenians .were killed in that massacre.

At the turn

of the century, 30,000 Armenians inhabited Marash and constituted roughly half of the town's population.
menians lived there.

In 1914, 86,ooo Ar-

Following the deportations of 1915-1916,

and the British repatriation of refugees in the fall of 1919,
20,000 Armenians were living in Marash.

But several months after

the Turkish seige of the town and the withdrawal of French troopst
· Armenians began their last exodus from Marash.

By 1923 not a
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single Armenian remained.

For Armenians in Cilicia the period

from 1915-1922 was one which saw the dispossession of their an-

cestral lands.
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Excerp ts From the Notes of Stanle y E. Kerr:
11

Biogr aphica l Sketch ''

Since I a.greed (rathe r reluc tantly ) to record my own biogra phy
for the 0 Year Book,( ' let me first dispos e of the unint eresti
ng and
unimp ortant detai ls conce rning which I had no choice , i.e .. birth,
and paren tag e.

These facts have been record ed by the police each

time I attem 9ted to cross a stab borde r, hence I refer the reade
r
to the record s of the Surete , and the Person nel Depar tment of this
Unive rsity.
Coming to matte rs over which I had some choice , the field of

che.::1is t ::::"7 attrae ted my intere st when I took my first course at the
. 9-L -- • ' - •
1
Cen-;:;~
z:::.. g!l s c~oc__
~

of Philad elphia under Profe ssor Kelle r, a Ger-

m,s.r: w:':-::~t : r~~;:,d as one

try I k::-ew

ii

or· tlvo

most inspir ing te.~ch ers of chemi s-

It 1-ras ne~tura.1 for. rne to coritin ue j.n· this field ·at

the I..•r..i ~, er.s::. 'S J of Penns ylvani a, under Profe ssor Edgar Fabs Smith
1...rno .at tha t ti:ne 1..;as regard.ed as o:r1e of P. meric a 1 s most dis
·tir1K1 1ished
che~is :3~

He had been a pupil of Wohle r Rt 'rBttin ~en, and. W8hle r

a pup:i.l of the great Swedi sh Chemi st Berze lius.

My classm ates and

I were proud to ci:111 ourse lves the "grand childr en" of Berze
lius,

and I trust that my pupils at the Ame1,ican Unive rsity of Beiru t
will likew ise remem ber their herita ge in chemi stry as the great
grand childr en of Berze lius.
,'/orld War Noel br•oug ht me into milita ry servic e in the Sani-

1

tary Corps of the United States Army.

I was sent to the "Rock efeller

Instit ute to lea.rn the tricks of blood and urine chemi stry,. ·a.rid
found mysel f the pupil of Van Slyke , Stadie , and P.A. Leven e,
learni ng of their fame only later when I studie d bioch emistr
y.

At Wa.lte r Reed Hospi tal in Washi ngton it becam e my task to set up
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a bJochem ical service.

Th.is was in 1918 when the analysis of

blood by the methods of Falin, Benedic t, Van Slyke, etc. had barely begun.

An op-oortu nity presente d itself to leave the army to serve
in Turlcey as Biochem ist for a base hospita l under the Near East

Relief.

It soon became apparen t that the level - of blood blcar-

bonate, urea, etc. was relative ly unimpo .r tant when the chief in-

terest of refugees was to avoid having their throats cut, and I
wa.s s:ii.pped. to Ma:rash, Turkey, where war broke out almost immediately between the French a.nd Turks, and the populati on of this

city

;.:s_.s

!'educed by some lOf 000 persons without bene.fi.t of any

bioche~ ~cal studies on the blood flowing so copious ly.
of s2~?!~a
varied

9.S

~~:~

Five years

the Near East Relief involved resnons ibilities as

feec.:.:ng 10,000 refugee s, arri:ingin g with bandits :for the

tr2.:1snc !'t of

2~:-::e

4000 ch:i.ldren to Lebanon , running an orphana fe

s.t I,7s_:c:::, Ib::-H:-1.i ::--: a.:nd a Blind School at Maamal tein, and serving as
treaz~~e ~ for ~he whole organiz ation.
Du.ring my stay at Marash I met Elsa Beckman who was teachinf t
at the Gi~l s' College there.

We were married in Beirut in 1922, .

and shared the respons ibilities mentione d above.
In 1923 Presiden t Bayard Dodge invited me to prepa:r•e myself
for the chair of biochem istry which had just been founded by the
Roc~rnf eller Foundat ion.

This prepara tion was chiefly at my old

Alma y,fater, the Univers ity of Pennsyl vania and was supplem ented
later by a period of research _ under Gustav En1bden at the Univers ity
of Frankfur t--Am, Main in Germany .

Other furlough s wer.e spent in

research at Harvard Medical School in Folin's departm ent, at the
Sloane- Kitterin g Institut e for Cancer Reseerch and most recently
at the Medical College of Virginia .

5S
My teachin g s.t the Americ an Univer sity of Beirut began in 1925

in the old Medica l Buildin g (now the Social Science buildin g ).
The greate r space provid ed in Van Dyck Hall in 1932, and the generous suppor t of.the Rockef eller Founda tion facilit ated researc h.
Dean Edwin St. John i,vard a;::;reed at the time of my appoin tment in

1925 to confine

my teachin g to one semest er,

for researc h activi ty.

leaving : the other free

The~e was consid erable criticis m. of this

fro~ less favored depart ~ents, and one Dean was said to have labeled

researc h as a kind of propa~ anda for one's own glorifi cation .

I

believ e that no one today would dispute the fact that one of the
grea~e st benefi ts derive~ from researc h is the growth of the rese2 :::-·c:::~:::- as

?..C:.

effecti ve tea.che r.

Ny own ac ti vi ty since

1925 has

permea bility of red blood cells
to .:::0ii:.;.:c-;: an ·~ Jotassi um; the ~etabo lism of phosph orus compou nds
in :.issu,:: .s: -:h-:: carboh ydrate, phosplr nte and nuclE:o tide metabo lism

of brai~: the ~iosyn thesis of the purine s; and at presen t the structure ct :1.S..ph osp~10- inositide . 'l'hese studies have broade ned my
knowle d~e as a teache r in the variou s subjec ts, whethe r or not they
contrib uted to the advance ment of scienc e.
It ~1s.s been gratify ing to find so many of my former pupils
specia lizing in the field of bioche mistry .

The fact that these

includ e studen ts of medici ne , pharma cy, chemis try and biolog y illustra tes the range of importa nce of bioche mistry .

No wonder ,

then, that this field has been for me an excitin g and contin ually
develo ping area of explor ation, with the surface barely scratch ed.

I lea.ve the departm ent this · summer with the satisfa ction of knowin~ that at lRst half a ~ozen of my former pupils have the abiliti es
to carry on the job effecti vely.
Stanle y E. Kerr _

Excerpts From the Notes f Stanlev
written 1975 approx. ):

~

Kerr

"Prelude to. Volunte er Work in the Nea.r East
and a Word on the Organiz ation
of Near East Relief"
The clinica l laborato ry at Walter Reed General Hospita l in
Bethesd a, M::.ryla.nd had been the scene of my war . effort.

The ar-

mistice had been signed, but the prospec t of demobil ization of
the hospita i services s~emed poor indeed.

The year that had

passed had been challeng ing to me, a chemist, devoted as it was
to the establish .-rnent of modern biochem ical procedu res for the ex-

Overseas duty, which each of us in the la.b-

or2. t:Jr:7 ::s s ir·e·-5., seemed no lorn:rnr possible while hospita l facili -t:.s s f8r t2e ~esurnin g veterans continue d to be needed.
1cr~in~ ~ear me in the biochem ical laborato ry were Captain
Ric~e~i 3ell s~i Lt. Edward Doisy, formerly associat es of Harvard ' s

Fro.:'2s s ,-::::r O::tc Polin, f8med for his methods of analysis apolied
to s~sll speci~e~ s of blood.

My own training in this field after

enlist·7.s r~t had been at the Rockefe ller Institut e, where methods
develope d '.;Jy Benedic t of Cornell Univers ity and Van Slyke of the
Rockefe ller Institut e were used, hertce there was friendly rivalry

between us.
Passing rny desk one morning Captain Bell paused to chat.
11

Kerr ,

11

he began,

11

I 1 ve been offered two chances to go abroad!

An expediti on is going to Russia, and another to Turkey, and each
of them needs a che!ni st. "

"You are lucky,

11

I replied~

11

Which one are you going to ac-

cept?H
"I can't make up my mind.

more interest ing?"

\-fnich do you think would be the
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"The one to Turkey would ap-r,,eal more to me,

11

I said.

Two days later Captain Bell stood watching me set up the Van
Slyke apparatus for determinin g the urea in blood samples which
had just come from the hospital.
11

I heve decide -~ to accept neither one of those offers.

Woul0

y_ou like me to suggest your :r1ame for the expeditio n to Turkey?"
"Yes, I would.!" was my reply, and only then . did I begin to
inquire about the purpose of the expedition .
Henry Morgantha u represente d the United States as ambassado r
in Turkey from 1914 to 1916, and consequen tly was in close touch
with the Turkish officials and the foreign diplomats in Constanti nople s.t the outbreak of 1,forld War 1.

Early in the sU."TL.'11.er of 1915

he beg&n to ~~c9ive reports that a mass deportatio n of Armenians
was ~c progress all over Anatolia.

Cara~ans of the ~eportees were

bein.;; hEn•ded t,oWG.rds the Syrian a.nd Me so pot amia.n rle serts.

In Con-

stB.ntinop le its elf, a't1out six hundred of the Armenian elite were
arrestad

two hundred an:i twenty five of them on _A:pril

24 --

and

deported to the towns of Ayash, Chankiri, and Kalejik, near Ankara.
Many were held in the prison at Ayash before execution .

One who

escaped was Ar:m1 Andonian, of whom we shall heHr later.

The re-

mainder of the Armenian con1."l'luni ty in Constantin ople were not mo-

lested, presumabl y so that the foreign residents and officials might
not understan d what was goinp,; on.

Neverthel ess reports reached

the American embassy in Constantin ople from missionR.r ies in the
interior, end from consular officers in various cities concerning
the deportatio ns.

!"Iorgantha u nassed these reports on to the State

Departmen t.

The story was made available to the western world by the .

publication of "Ambassarfor Morganthau 1 s Story" in October 1918.

The deportations , which had begun as early as April 1915, continued throughout that summer.

Until the end of the WA.r in the fall

or 1918 little was known outside of Turkey about the fate of the
Armenians.

Reports gleR.ned from German of'ficers, from certain

missionaries and from Consul Jackson in Aleppo all indicated oppression and death from hunger, exhaustion a.nd actual massacre on
a scale unknown in modern times.
Ambasse.dor :Morganthau cabled to the State Department in Sept-

ember 1915 urging that a coITL."nittee be formed to raise funds and
to·orovide means for s~ving the Armenians.

His cable ended with

,:.!..'he des:ruction of the Armenian race .in Turkey is rapidly pr'op,:r-E ssing. H
':Phis message ;-J2.s forw,gr1erl to Dr. Ja'Jles L. Barton, Foreign Secre-

tary of the American Bo8.rd of Commissioner s for Foreign Missions
in Boston, which already had Rn important program of actj_vity in

Asia Minor.

Dr. Barton immediately telegrBphed. Cleveland Dodge

in New York, asking hi:ril to convene those individuals who knew the

Near East and were capable of takin~ action in this emergency.
Those who ~et in Mr. Dodgeis

office the next day, September

16J included representativ es from every /1111eric1:m educational institution and Mission in the Near East.

This group agreed to raise

im.!nediately ·$100, 000 to be administered by k11bassador Morganthau
for relief of the r'efugees.

But before the Co!nmittee disbanded

some eight years later, $91,000,000 in cash and

$25,ooo,ooo

of food and supplies harl passed throuRh its hands.

worth

The need had

proved to be far greater than the Li\."llbassador had estimated.

When the Allied armies under General Allenby won their great
victory in Palestine

in

the fall of 1918 and advanced northward s

to Aleppo, the Turks agreed to an armistice .

A.t this news 200,000

Armeriians in Syria who had survived the ~assacres and the hardships of the migration from Anatolia., and finally the famine in
Syria during three years of war, appealed to the British and
French for help.

And in the Caucasus were _500,000 more who had.

fled fro~ the Turks following Enver Pasha I s ca.-rnpaigns against Russia during the winter of 1914-191$ .

The British forces which oc-

cupied this area after ths .Armistice reported that 200.,000 of these
refugees were on the ver;:,;e of starvation , and that nothing less
than $12,500,00 0 would suffice to feed them during th~ next six
month2...
~1:.e s .a l V3.~ion of these -refugees a.nd reps.triati on to their na.-

ti ve villages beca."'11e the inrnerlie.te problem of the victoriou s Allierl ar,:rrie s, but over a lonf!,:er period thRt of the NeR.r East Relief.

Faced with this problem, Dr'. Barton's committee decided to senn
expeditio ns to Turkey and Syria with the personnel , equipment and
supplies needed for a massive effort in reflief.

Thus was born

the .AJ.~erican Co::rrmittee for Relief in the Near East.

Its symbol

a white star with the letters ACRNE between its points -- became
well ~nown all over the Near East within the next few months,
ter the na..,ie was abbreviB.t ed to

11

Nee.r East Relief.

La-

11

The Administr ative Committee planned to establish fifteen

centers in VRrious areas, each with its own hospital.

Two base

laborator ies were also to be set up, one in Caes2.rea (.Anatolia ),
the other in Aleppo, to serve the outlying hospitals with special
services.

Dr. B.obert fl.• Lambert of Yale Unive:_r,sit y 1 s Departmen t

of Patholo gy recruit ed the labora tory person nel for the fifteen
hospit als and the base labor a tori es.
1

clinic al chemis ts.

For these he wanter'!. two

1

A few days after my conver sation with Captai n Bell at Walter
Reed Hospit al an of'I~iciB .l invita tion came to me by mail.
this to Major Nichol s,

I showed

cl:lief of the labora tory service s, and re-

queste d my release from the army.

He objecte d, and insiste d. on

accomp anying me to the Surgeo n Genera l I s office in 1.-.fashin gton for
a show-do wn.

There he confer red with his own superi or.

afterwa rrls he ca.me out and said ''You win.

__

Shortly

They have orders to re-

lease evervon
e whom that organi
,,___
zation asks forl"
·M:~r disch2r q:e pB.pers were dated January 22, 1919.

Before pro-

ceed:L:'.l g to K2~,,r York for embark ation I visited rny parents in Darby,

Per.:."!sy lvani:?..
the:n that I

i.,9.s

They had been astonis hed, of course , when I wrote
headed for Turkey , but were relieivf 1d Rt the though t

thst the war was over -- an idea that w~s soon to be ~ispel led.
In New York the member s of the exnedi ti.on
and fifty -- assemb led and waited for orders .

sorne two hundre d
Practi cally all of

the men a.nd the nurses h::i.d been recruit ed from the army.

The very

day before the party was to board ship~ the men were ordered to
discar d their army unifo·rm s and to wea.r civilia n clothe s.

Becaus e

the time ava.ilab le would not perm.it B.ny alterat ions after purcha se,
anrl no one had such clothe s with him all agreed to disrega rd th~
order, but of cou.:'.'se replace d militR_ ry insip;n ia with the ACBNE star
which was sewn onto should er and. het.

In Turkey the uniform un-

doubte dly gave us prestiq e that we would not have enjoye d in civilian dress.
While the problem of transn ort for our party WRS bein~ negoti ated,

the Executive Committee decided that a small Com..."'nission should proceed to Europe and Turkey to prepare the way for the larger group.

This Co:rnrnission of ten, lerl by Dr~ Barton, sailed on the Maureta.ri.ia f'or England. on January

4,

1919.

In London, aided by Viscount

Bryce, they received assurances from the p::overnment officia.ls that
British officers in the field would cooperate in every way.

They

were also given the privilege of using, without charge, the huge
ws_rehouses at Derinc!je on the Gulf of Ismid, ·where the freight terminus of the Const2ntinople:.. Ba~dad railway was located.
From London the Com,_'1}_ission -proceeded to Paris, leaving two

of their n1~mber to maintain contact with the French government
and with President Wilson at the Peace Conference, which was then
i::1 ses2i.o::~

e::

;le:rsailles.

Mr~ Art':1.ur JR.mes negotiated with the

Fre~c~ offic! ~~ s for rail transoort to move the ~ain party from
Br e~ ~ to M~rsailles, 2nd with the British representRtiveB hearranged for a ship to csr-r,y the saxne group from M2rseille to Con..:
s t.qntinopJ.e.

'.l'he other mernbe~"s of the Commission traveled to B.ome, a~ain

to secure the cooperation of the Italian government, for the Allied forces had alreedy assigned to Italy .a portion of sourthern
Anatolia.

From Rome the comm.issioners went on to Constantinople,

where Dr. William Peet, for many yearfl Treasurer of the American
Board of Missions in Turkey, and Dr. Barton were on familiar

ter- .

ritory.

During J::mu13ry three ship-lo2Jls of supnlles -- the first of
these being the Mercurius -- sailed from New York to the Gulf of

Is::-'l.id and unloa-:-led :iirectly into the -German warehouses at Derindje.
Still earlier the S.S. Caesar he~ SRile1 for Beirut with food
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supplies for the Lebanes e, who were dyini::; of st,qrvati on in their

villages and in the streets of Beirut.

The French fleet ha<l

maintain ed a blockade of the eastern Mediterr anean coast, all
of which was Turkish territor y.

Although wh.er:-i.t ws.s actually rot-

ting in storage in Lebanon , the Governo r -- Jemal Pasha -- withheld it from the market, possibly to punish the Lebanes e, who were

traditio nally f~iendly to the French.

11he Prench admiral a.Q;reed
•,..

I

to allow the Caesar to pass through the blockade , with the understanding that the food would be distribu ted by the America ns.
At the last minute Jemal Pasha refused permiss ion for the Caesar
to dock a.t Beirut, ordering that it should unload R.t Jaffa, where
he would direct the distribu tion.

Mistrus ting this arrangem ent,

those i~ C':'l?:7;:s of the 0"9ere.tio n sent _the ship to EP:y9t , where the

sup'Jlies were 3old to the Rerl Cross.

( continued )
Journe y to Brest on the S.S. Leviathan
In New York our party of two hundred and fifty boarden the
huge S. s. Leviath8.n on Febru8ry

15, and early the next morning

we were under way 1 bound for Brest.

The deteriora tion of the

former German liner 'Vaterland 1 during four years of use as a
troop transport showed in the ruthless conversio n of the luxurious s alons to wa r-time hospit?.ls , barracks- style dormitori es, etc.
for the accomodat ion of thousands of troops.

The ship carried

four ei~ht-inch guns on the bow, and twd in the stern.

Mine-

swe ep s e x t ended on each side of the bow in order to cut loose and
sink r;;_::y .fl o a:::-i n s mines.

b la c:,.:-c 1_:_ -:

· I-::

:_::;:'."-?-~ J.ut ions,.

:...-=-s. 3

After dark the ship sailed with complete

el thou8'.h an a.rmi s tice had been si g ned.

s.;·:Jar ent thB.t m ..ch effort had been made in war-time
1•

to 72.ir..tair. t:-:.e morale of the troops by me ans of · p;ood entertain ment

tc.'.::,·1ie:;;,

::r.usic,

athletic events, a. good library, etc.

C:; re::,~ua:-y 20 we pa.s s e d the S.S. Georg;e 'v'1ashin9; ton with
?r es :. ::ent Wi l so~ on board, returning to .1\.merica. from the Peace Conference.

The e ight days at sea provided an opuortuni ty for or~an-

izatio~t ~~oup discussion s and lan~uage study.

Glasses in Turk-

ish, Greek, Arabic an<i Armenian were conducted by members of the
group who had_ spent years of service in Turkey or Syria.

Dr. Lam-

bert brought all of his laborator y recruits together for discussion
and the assignrnen t of responsib ilities ..
Various members of the party beg a.n to discover relationsh ips
ba.se,1 on past associatio n.

Thus John Dun11way, · Jim Magee, Dr. By-

·ron Harman and I found that we were fellow' alumni of the University

of Pennsylva nia,and this brought us toRether on a number of occasions during our service in Turkev.
•.I
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There was time, too, to learn more about the catastro phe which
had befallen the Armenian s~

Our pa.rty lncluded a number of in-

dividua ls who had been engaged in educatio nal or mission ary work
of various kinds in Turkey during the period of the deporta tions.
Among these were eyewitn esses of the inciden ts at Van. Ambassa dor
Morga.nt hau 1 s Story included reports from Dr. Clarence Ussher, who
had sailed on the Pensaco la.

Since certain Turkish writers have

justifie d the deporta tion of the entire Armenian populati on of
Anatolia on the basis of the events at Van, this question is reviewed here in some detail, making use of sources not availabl e
in 1919.

Indeed, historic events which were still to unfold with-

in a yeer- of our sailing on the Leviatha n are better 'Ql'lderst ood
whe r! vis-...;ed in !)erspec tive· fifty years later.

The s2me mistrus t

and h?..t~ed w!:i ·:! h lay beneath the rel .a tionship of Tu~r'k 8.nd .f.. rmeniar1
at the beginnin ~ of war in 191L~ were intensif ied by the attempte d
genocide of the Armenian s in

1915, and cRused the final conflic ts

which resulted in the expulsio n of both ArmeniP. ns and Greeks from
Anatolia in 1920~
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Brief Chtonol ogy of Stanley ~. _Kerr's Work with the
Near East Relief
Februar y 15, ·1919~ Sails on the "Leviath an" from New York to
Brest, France. Eventua lly reaches Constan tinople by boat
from Marseil les, France.
March 7: Arrives in Constan tinople, and stays for about a
month, awaiting his field assignm ent from 'the ACRNE. In
early May, Kerr i.s assigned to the ACRNE center in Aleppo.
~E:" 2i: Writes first letter from Aleppo, where he is earning

$25 per month working in a lab, assistin g in the work of the
ACRNE dispensa ry there. During his stay in Aleppo he witnesses the return of Armenia n deportee s to their homes in
Cilicia . Kerr's seconda ry job in Aleppo involves assistin g
in the rescue of Armenia n girls from Arab harems . These
girls had been taken out of the deporta tion line several
years before by Arabs for their harems.

Decembe r 16: Writes from Marash, Turkey, after his first week
or_so there in.his new ~ssignm ent a~ a relief worker among
returYied .:..rm<:?n1.an depor1:1;: es.
Kerr 1.s arnong several NER
wo::-:--~ers .:.::--" I;:arash, as wel.l as German and America n mission 2.:ri~s. Ee serves as treasure r and general managt:r of re1:.ef wor':!.. '.lnder Directo r James L~fman.
The NER • s job is to
care for 1poo AI'menia.n orphans who are housed in orphanag es .
'~rouble is expected in Marash between Turkish nationa list
forces and the newly-a rrived French occupat ion forces who had
only recently replaced occupyin g British troops.
JanU_§}.. Y 21. 1920: Heavy fighting begins between Turkish nation-

alistis and French troops. Turkish animo~i ty toward returned
Armenia n deportee s and the intentio n to rid Marash of the
Armenia n popul2ti on causes the killing of approxim ately ten
thousand Armenia ns during the seige of Marash.

January 2: Karr witness es the retreats of the French forces
from Marash, who are unable to resist the Turkish onslaug ht.
Two to three thousand survivin g Armenia n men join the French
r'etreat, as do some five of the women mission a.ries.
Januarv 12: With the French troops departed , Kerr writes about
the negotia tions of the NER with Turkisn forces cbncern ing
the safety of the ten thousand Armenia ns (mostly women and
· • 1_.,uren ) remainin
• · g in
cn1.
• r·
·
ijarasn.
iiI~rch 21: Heavy rf:)lief work is well underwa y, and managed by
Kerr. 90% of the Armenia ns in Marash are being fed and clothed
by the NER.
Kerr writes about the technic alities of buying,
preparin g and distribu ting food for the 9000 refugees" Z7-

July lt?.: Having continue d to manage relief work since March,

Kerr departs from Marash, having complete d the term of his

assignmen t there. At this point, the French have withdrawn
from Marash, but remain in the vic.ini ty, with. ·.Turkish nationalists in control of Marash.

Jul 21: Kerr writes from Beirut, on his way home via a tour·
--of?ales tine and Egypt. He plans to return to the Universit y
of Pennsylva nia to work towards his doctorate in biochemis try.

3: Boards the "Abbazia" from Port Said and sails to
Venice, Italy, where he embarks for some sightseein g,

b,ugust

Au_gu.st 1 7 : Kerr's last letter is from Rome, where he is await-

ing a ticket aboard a ship bound for America.
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=~e Corresponden ce of Stanley E. Kerr
J:lc :~.:.s Family, February 1919 to August 1920
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Feb. 17,1919

"Leviathan"
Dear Folks,

I can I t mail this letter for almost a week •. so I ' 11 add to it
every day or so until I get an envelope full.

The fact that I can

write at all shows I'm not seasick, altho the ship is rolling quite
a lot in a fairly heavy sea.

It is snowin~ hard, and the waves

are . all white ca-pfed, so after a half mile hike this morning around
decks I decided it was almost cold enou~h to go indoors.

At half

nast ten we have a class i0 Turkish, so I'll write till then.
I. dronned you a short letter from the ship at Hoboken and gave

it to some one going ashore.

I think I told you about the War De~art-

ment finally offering us a transnort direct to Turkey-- after we
were all on board

+1,-,,:,
u.l l ,..,.

They had delayed for months, so

Li3v ia than.

the co2~~:~ee ha1 decidsd not t~ wait for anymore red tape.
On 3atur~ey I was assi~ne d to a bi~ stateroom with two other men
riP-r,t un in -the bow ar:()ut half way between uny,e:c and lower deck.

We have our ori~~te b ath, closets and all the comforts of home.

After

a rood sleen we were all waken by some deck hand yellin~ outside.

Looking at the port hole we could see the dock outside.slidi ng past,
so :in atou.t ten minutes al.l of us were out on deck-- about 6:JO A.M,
in time to see half a dozen tugs nush the ships nose downstream.

By the time the sun had come out we were out nast the Statue of Liberty,

r.rakinv a last squ:i.d at old U.S.A. we went in for break.fast

and s tow ed away cH;_r bacon and

ep.-rcs, etc, then made a tour of inspec-

t:i.on.
The shi."D .hasn ' t been altered a ,o:rea t deal for transnort service.
I

.

The carved work, nlush and fancy stuff is ~one from most nar ts, ex-

cent the dinin ~ rooms, loun7e rooms, etc.

The social halls and large
-

narlors are being used now as hosnjtals or for bunks.

Berts can be

made for hundreds of soldiers by nlacin~ stretchers on racks, four

12
or five deep.

In the bathroo m and statero oms the brass and metal

parts are mostly corrod~ d , from lack of attenti on .
boat is the s&me as ever.

Otherw ise the

Yesterd ay mornin~ the sailors we~e busy

cleaning uo, oiling the ~uns and takin~ ba~~ag e to rooms. There are
& two in the stern
four eight inch gum~ in the. ,bow/\• As a rirotec tion agains t mines, a
mine sweene r is dragge d from the bow on each sid~ of the vessel ,
the '' sweepe r" consis ting of a horizo ntal blade attache d to a fixed
rudde~· , so that the mine will be cut loose and sunk.

The decks and

the ooen snaces in the bow and stern are piled up with life rafts and
boa ts , a!ic: ~afts are all around the sides. Each pass erni;er is assigne d

t6 a bo~t.

Yesterd ay we had our first bit of excitem ent.

sounded

call for ttAbando n Shiu'' and we all had to run to our

~~a

rooms a~a

o~ ~ife nr e server s, then renorte d on deck at our life

t~-

boat •. .~~~e~ ~2l~
in t he

~J~as &
.
,-. • i .... , .· _:,,...

looks s~c~~Y

r

The bugle

hou r we wer e dismis sed • . There had been a fire

~ts whole ship was smoky for some time.

.
1

~~

t. ~-

If we can ' t

~~~3ck we can cert a inly have fjres and storms .

~~w ~

it is hard to stand up.

-r..,;~A.:::.. •

it · r:oes over so:ne .

It

The shin is so high above
Qui~e a few are seasick .

I orovide c~ r.:yself with "Mothe r Sillf_; Remedy'' and the knov.rled ,ge that it

is in ~y ~~ur k sesms to nrotec t me, as I am eating everyth ing that
comes al or:,,~~. L8.st niG"ht, to the tune of a Jazz orches tra we inhaled
cream of oyster soup, and then had roast turkey , peas , spuds, &
ice crear:1.

How's that?

Then we had a "sing" , followe d by movies~

I enjoyed the moon outsid e.

It was only out a few minute s, but it

was full and with all the clouds

&

"white caps"" it was freat.

The water is a deep blue color this mornin g.

in cold salt water- - in the bath tub even

a

I had a.plung e

tub ful.l looks blue,

We have a band 6n board. beside s our orches tra at' meals, · & in

the loun?'e room there is
music.

a

fine piano , so we expect to have olenty of

There is to be a dance toni vht, ~iven by the naval office rs ,
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but if the ship keeps rollin,cr, it will be a funny dance .
amusement we have games such as chess

&

Besides , for

checkers, and a good library

of our own of two or thre e hundred books.
This morning my letter was interrupted by a conference at which
we organized into cl~sses. for studyin~ Turkish , Arabic , Greek and Armenian.

I am takin~ Turkish.

convenience of or~anization .

Also we divided into groups of ten for
I'm in char~e of group C,

&

my duties

are those of business mana~ er , such as car e of ,oagga?e, transnortaion ,

A lot of virls are on board ~oin~ to Paris for Y,M,C.A. work and
a few fo ~ the Jewish Welfare Board ,
&

even<::ody is ::r ettin.'.I" acquainted.

Most of them are ~ood scouts ,
r,Iust close novr & ",.o to dinner .

Friday _Morninv
The rs haB

~ ~~~

so 8uch doin7 thHt I h aven • t had a chance to write

un my diary or ~dd to this letter 9 since Nonday.

On Tuosday a sailor

en~ine rooms and boiler room s, etc,
boilers,

&

coal ther;i

of 2300 men.

by hand,

so

see

They have 46

why they have a crew

I ~lso had a cnance to insnect the guns a·t close range .

They have nlenty of ammunition r i~ht near the guns, & it looks as if

a submarine wouldn't have much chance ,
On Wecir1.esday I

1.%,i:'J

c1

little seasick , but a dose of "Mothersills "

fixert me un, & I've been devouring everythinP that comes along.
have fine meals-- for breakfast we have oran~es or apples,

bacon

e~~s or sausar e, coffee & rolls .
. even1nn'
t ne
a re1/ular dinner-- soun,

cream

&

& cake.

We

oatmeal ,

At noon a good lunch,

&

in

salad , ice

An orchestra plays at meals exceDt breakfast.

There are

band concerts in the afternoon , dancin~ anct movies in the evening,

Tonigh there is to be a boxing match among the sailors;
some races

&

tomorrow

ship
& athletics.

TheA paner this morning says we are only 840
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miles from Brest.
Feb. 22, 1919.
Saturday afternoon

You neo~le at ho7e ~on't need to think that Darby is the only
olace where ','iashi:1,;t_on • s 3:i.rthday is celebrated,

I bet we had more

It started last night.

thin;.rn ,:ro_irw on you CE:.::': nossibly e:o to all.

There are so many

For last nivht, there

were box in.a- a r.d ·sr"°':; t L . ~- .,-:· matches by members of the crew-- and they
sure could fi7ht •
. music.

Then au~

Ee:we~~ rounds the ship's band,played snauny jazz
J7~~

~2~

an entertainment-musical, etc.

At the same

time tvrn m:Jvi e t;~:c/,.;s ·ss:-t ;'·oin(T on, one for officers & nassen<e:ers ~
one for the cr~w.

'1"10:,- •· .,.,-,:, tvvo frc:;e movie shows every ni!=rht, & several

In the morning
the ere:.·; h:::d r,'-::,-,
y·o1_;_ c2.r. .;;e~~

~1

; (.•

~7ow the deck is almost

i

mile around, and

. ---.... • s ::·, ·.1.,:-.:ht ?..w2.y on eacn side o:f B ::leek, so they

The P:irls
had c:ontr,s:,;, tco,.:.: -:'· ,·:,
and ours.

o:·

\\·cc:.~, ,ci"re8 7~

rivalry between the Y.IvI.C,A. crowd

c:::>u"."'z~ e ::·a· :·.· were nriz.es-- money for the crew,·-& candy

for the v:L"'ls.
~

., l

.-1,ed End a.re Poin:'.)' down ~o the lower deck

A .. ..

.· .:: off' early tomor·row at Brest.
m··
4 ~5
j
.
. .l

7. ·"',.·.,
.., ...

\.~. today

&

We were

will arrive tomorrow morning.
All the men will be oorters

reless was received this mornin~ saying that
~0

to have a soecial train meet us at Brest

We will nrobably ston a while in Paris,
as it t:J kes

Mars c :i 1.J.. ,,~; •.

7 ::: ·,.....,

...L ~

• ~-

:,

:-:·::.)m Brest

to Paris,

&

15 .from Par is to
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We have had a fine trip so far
time.

&

everybody has had a wonderful

There is nothing monotonou s about tl, is boat, & from al l appearanc es

the rest of the trip will be exiciting enough.
If I don't writ e any more tomorrow this will be the end,

&

I'll

mail the letter on this boat at Brest so it will go right back.

If I

mail it in Brest it won ' t ~o any quicker t as the Leviathan only stops
a counle of days.
passed

We h.:1ve passed one or two boats· every rlay.

We

the George Washingto n with Pres. Wilson on board a few evenin~s

ago, but I didn't see it.

I'm enclosin::-· todays issue of the Leviathan daily paper , so you
can see what sort of news the fellows get on board.
Lots of love -t~ allt

Hope you are all well

I am~~ first class condition .

&

Must close now.

that Mother ' s arm is im-

Will write aeain before lea-

I ~ay sail a counle of films home t~ b e developed . Love

to all the family fro~
St2.nley.

71. P.UI. Sat~ night·
Hae:

2.

~.

dinner tonight-- Soup, Roast

I ll10

turkey, sweet notatoes & neas , salad, ice cream with peaches & macaroons,

&

coffee.

Wert to t~e movies-- an d now am ~oing to turn in and

g:et un early enou~h t·::i ~,ce the cocis t of FrHnce ,

Anothei~ wireless tells

that an Americ2n hos·,ital train will meet the hoat
to Marseille s.

&

take the narty

I msJ.y stc1y in Brest to heln with bar.r,i:rarre.

Goodnivht .

8 A, M, 2/23/19 .
Now ~ettin~ in to Brest harbor .

*
To the family o f J2mes R. Kerr
Darby, Pennsylva nia

Stanley E, Kerr Collection

Pronerty of Susan E. Kerr
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Lette,.. No. 2 (//1 mailed on the- Leviatha.n at Brest).
en route from Rennes to Le Mans, Franc1
Feb. 24,1919 4 P.M.
Dear Marlon,
Plea.se excuse all scribbling and blame it on the rough road
bed.

This car has great spring~ and it needs them.

We are averaging

10 miles an hour, due to the fact that _ our train is sta.nding _still
most o.f ti:-.i.e time.

This is a strenuous life -- have to

7 A.M. make our beds an1 then eat.

up at

Aside f~om thnt we put in our

few suare minutes reading, playing r.;e.mes, and. watching the little
villages pass by.
passing t:b...ru.

This is an awfully inter•estin r.; country we are

Even the trees are funny.

The peasants cut all the

branches off for firewoodj> ,-x .:-r1istletoe grows on the trunks,, so they

look li ke crc~ked nosts all arotin~.

It looks like spring heret as

the gras 2 is grsan and vegetable s are growing.

This section of the

country is celled Brittany, and is mighty picturesq ue.

The houses

are scn.s.11 and hsve s·teepslop ing roofs with funny chimneys.

In

some of them the enimals live on the ground floor & people in the
second story.,

lrlhen we sto-o Rt a town we pJ_ 1,-12.ys find loads of A."Tleri can

soldiers around.
where I we.s from.

Electric.

One fellow fro:n the New ~fork 27th T)j_v. asked- me
I SP.id T)arby

?c he sairl he worked for the Phila.

I said "Do you know Art Swisher?n · He sa:i..dJ

11

1 sure dol 11

Ask l1irn if he remembers Gord.on, 1vho i,rork:ed. in St::ition S.

The n2tives mostly dress different from us, the Breton costume
especi2.lly A

The women hA.ve lace caps,

are in uniform.

&

most of the men of course

You see ell sorts of uniforms -- red pants

hats, & so~e with brown knee breeches & red hats.

&;

Lots of wooden

shoes e.re worn ..
All the time at stations we ps.ss cantured German trains which

still have the Germ8n signs on them -- 13.lso F'rench troop trtlir.s. I
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don't see how they have the nerve to put

men in them.

Acar la-

beled for 40 men or 8 horses is about the size of our caboose.

We

are on a narrow gage railroad., but have·an American engine mar3e at
Baldwins, and the cars are fine American hospital cars.
has 36 cots or shelves in it, three deep.
nights probably.

Ei:i.ch one

We will be on two more

This morning at three different towns we saw

gB.ngs of German prisoners working.

'Phey wear green clothes with
(Prisoner s de Guerre?}
P& G..t\in big white letters on their backs and on the seat of their
trousers.

At ~ennes we stopped three hours, so I ha.d a kid mail

so:ne cards home.

Just now we stopped again at a little town called

Sille de 'J.u.ill.~L':les .
er2ormo-u.a

.~.,,,.....~
_. :..,,,.:. , ..,..,c
. V.

Every little pl ace has a big church with an

T-his seems like Sunday como8red to yesterday .

arri.vsd. :.::: 3r>::;s ·v h,=rbor around 6 or 9 A.N., and a lighter
~shore about noon.

-·.

-; +.

--

ese tattlds~i ? ,

~

~~~~

truck&:
for ·t:; S,

alon~-

The herbor hA.d several _,.\..rnerica.n

besi~es lots of' camouflag ed !?rench boats, a Japan?~ench battleship s & destroyer s.

Rei ·J ro3 :; c!?.n'cee::1, hBri sandwiche s, cocoa
ba~ga2e

C8.me

We

th9 li~~ter~

~

We went tn the

then
doughnuts , /\ unloaded

It was pouring, but a gang of us got a .

all around Brest & saw the old Roman walls, the French
~
·~

o,ra~=thi'n
c 0 -~
·~
, ·-- - .Y - .. ",_~

8. n=
,Y l·n~e~est·
v
~
•

Ther8 is an old castle in

Brest which has baen standlni2; since the 12th century, and has been
used most; of t~e time as a· prison.

a big wall & a moat around it.

It is an enormous place, with

Inside there is A lar~e court yRrd.

W~ went in and a ~uide showed us all the old dungeons & tunnels.
We had to f?-O down winding stone staircase s where it was perfectly

dark.

You had to feel your way along a rone, till you came to level

places o!' r3ungeons.

We had one candle for the crown..

The dungeons

are below sea level, they say, & we had to go 1own in them by ladders, as the only entrance wa~ a hole in the ceilinf.

The chains
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& big iron balls are still the!'e.

One way of. disposinP.: of urisoners

w~s to throw them down a deep shaft with a big spike at the bottom.
It is the Chateau which Dickens tells a.bout in the Tale of Two
Cities -- Someone told me that Brest was one of the two cities •

.At six oclock we had to get to work packing the trunks into
bo.x er.rs~
box

C.?.rs

There we!'e at least 600 truhks & boxes, & we filled two
in about three hours, in the rain.

Then we beat it for

the train which was due to le9.ve at 10 P.M., but had more doughnuts
& cocoa at the Red Cross first.

At the station we were just in time to see the 27th division
a.rrive.

It is the New York division which is due to go back on
They stacked their rifles in the stRtion & were rest-

ing be~c~e

hi~~~~

three miles in the rain to barracks.

They hRd

just C'J:-:-ie frot-:: e9_stern. F'rA.nce ,~: ,,,;rere stacked up 1,.,ri th all sorts

souver~i r ,-; ?,: hel:'1et s, be sides their own equi prrient.
watches ,

or

rrhey showerl us

etcf they had t~ken from ~ermany & had lots of interesting

stories to tell.

We 2.~e tryini;~ to cBtch a. 3ri tish transport the

11

Glqucester
-

Ca.st.le rr at l\,1arseilles,, but since it leaves tomorrow J we probably
won 1 t ms.ke it, u.nless our speed. tekes a jump.,

Will close now&:

write more to morrow if anything haonens.

Feb. 25, 1919 -- 9 P.M.
It is neerly time for lights out, but ! 1 11 write till then.

I've been on ~U8rd duty all dny -- from 8 A.M. to 6 P.M. -- in one
of the baggage cars.

to be dishonest,

1'he tr~lin stops so often

so we take no chRnces.

&

the peo"9le are ~,;id

It has rained all day, in

fact it has rained ever since we la.ndad, an0 the countr~r seems to
be flooded.

Whole fiel1s, railroads, & roads are covered,~ the

valley of the Loi!'e river, which we have been following this afternoon

is all flooded.

It clee.red up a while this P.H. & the sun came . out.

The country is beautiful here.

It is just like March as far as

rain & wind are concerned but gardens~ farms are pretty well start-

ed.

I saw severrl fruit trees in full bloom,

everywhere.

~

the grass is green

We are in the section called Loire now.

The country

is more like Chester Co. here, except that all the houses are alike
small, white plaster wall, & a red steep-sloping ·roof.

Some ha~e

blue roofs & some red & blue, ad they all look real cutee

A great

many fa!:'.m. buildings have thatched roofs of straw.
L~te yesterday P.M. we passed thru Le Mans & stopped awhile.

It is a big rail center for A:71.erican troops, & a lot of our hospitals
are t~cre.
the

1

I w~s talking to a lot of 28th division men, some in

j"""J--I
...,r_..,,_"]'

them lives at 65th & Woodla.nd P1ve, named Dunlap,

~

-

r•3la.:s 2. -::; :J-3:_-::::_~rs at 5th & Main.

He sa:td a !>e.rby boy was there

at t'.':e static::-c b,it didntt have time to ~et him, & didntt l{now his

name.-

~:~2 of

~~e

fellows have seen men they know here.

:mo:?:'e :~'te.:'ic..sn s:::,ld.iers than any other kind
Ajc~: 3 A.M. we ~ot to Tours.

train so ~hru.

We see

no British ~tall.

I woke up & saw a French troop

We stood there till dayliRht & then pulle~ out.

It is a big railroad center & there were loads of U.S.A. locomotives

in the ye.rd.

The city is surrounded with American camps -- we

we::'.'e -oass:..ng bp,rracks, aviation ca.nips, stacks of i:suns, trucks, air-

pla::--1.es, etc. for about an hour.

I can 1 t remember all the towns we

passed today, but some of them are Bourges k Moulin.

way to Lyon.
tomorrow.

We are on the

At the rate we are tra.veling we may get to Marseilles

How's thgt for slow traveling?. We let a French soldier

steal a ride in our baggage car tod~y~

He was trying to teach me

so~e French, but I can talk more ~~rkish now than French.
This morning an AmericRn troou train passed us, slow enough
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for the soldiers to tell us they were on the way to ~ussia.
one of
Just half an hour ag;o I was in/\the women's cars to tend to some
business for my group of nine women.
foot for

5

After sitting on one woman's

min. (it was the only vacant spo~) I found the foot be-

lon,Q;ed to Marians English teacher, Niss Ruth Henry.

it before.

Being one of my "children" now,

nice "c sei d that,
u an old . fool.''

11

Marion was no fool.,

11

I hB.dn I t known

she had to say sornethin~

I thou;r:ht at first she said

She al so said there were a number of fools in the

class, but didn 1 t mention Mary Welsh 1 s name •. Ask Mary if she was
one.

:'he women fed me uu on chocolate , nabiscos, raisens, etc. so

! 1 11 call a g ain.

Time to go to bed so I 1 ll close~
Wednesday 3.)0 P.M. 2/28

T:15..s mo .... "', " C: whe n I woke we were in Lyon, but we made quick
time .:o -:'aras,.:::-:::, e. fE'u-nous city built by the Romans.

castles on the h ills Around,

~

There were

it was a very interestin g place.

Then ;,-.;e went on to !'.rles, & P-rrived in ::V1arseille s a.bout 1.30.

rode the les t

50 miles on the too of the

so h.g_d a wonderful view.

I

last ba?ga~e car, outside

As we p:ot away south we passed hundreds

of g roves of' olive and alrnonct trees, the latter in full bloom -also vineyards .

The country was mountaino us bi~ white-ston e hills,

with vineyards on the sides~

top.

9-.:

some hari old cliff drodbigs

on the

The stra t a were level, so all the hills were like the buttes

o.f A.ri zona.

:2:ne houses are pj_nk & r,;reen or blue.

If they hs.ve a

~ink wall, they usually hRve a red tile roof end blue or green
shutters, they look ~reat.
We crossed the Rhone River at bre~~kfast time & stopped on the

bridg;e . for sometime. - From the--r>e on we were in a Litby country.
I W9.S
While,\rid ing on the roof of the car we went past the A.E.F. supply
CB.mp,

an aviation camp, & finaliy a British camp.

It is so W!'trm
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here that they were all in tents.

at work.

I got a picture of German prisoners

The last big rr.nge of hills before we struck the Mediter-

ranerm was passed by tunnel -- so you can imagine me on the roof

for ten minutes in the dRrk.

It

WRs

quite an experienc e.

Arriving

in Marseille s-~ noon, trucks met us to carry ba~gage, & we were ea-

corted on foot to the British transport Glouceste r Castle.
waited two dEJ.ys for us, & sails at

5

It had

this P.M. for Sa.loniki~ , stops

t~e:r•e sever.9.1 days, then s.s.ils for Baku on the Black Sea, letting
us off at Constanti nople, I supposee
The trip has been one grand picnic so far & everybody has had
a wonder .f-u.l time ..
~~l~in~

We can, t get off the d.ock here to see l1Iarseilles ,

to ttie boat was good
enou~h.
-

The city is full of

fu'11eric~:: s:::2.die"s, 3ritish 'I'OIT'.1··ntes, native Al_rr,ier soldiers with red

tiurosr:s.

Y::i:.s s2.ction of the city looks like pictures of Africa ..

It is 2.c ~1..:,~lly :1:::-'.:; here.

The 3ri tishers on the ship B.re as funn:v

and ~ere to u~~e~stan d as the French.
8.lrea-~y.

-.{e ha"':

11

I 1 ve learned a little French

te13_ 1! just a few minutes p,_p;o ..

At four oclock we

have li:'e boe.t :rparac.e" ,\:: I must go 2..nd izet a life preserver .

My

trunl-c s a!'e ooth in the hold, so I must live out o.f a sui tcs.se till

the end of the trip.

Some of the women have had to do that since

leeving We-,_,; York -- due to a. mistake in placin~ the trunks.

Nust close now.
me to all the ~a.ng ..

Loe.ds of love to all the family.

Remember

Hope everybody is as well as I am.

From
Stanley

To i\'Tarion Kerr

Washingto n, T).C.

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Letter

#3

No. 1 mailed on Leviathan at Brest
11
" 2
at Viarseilles
Somewhere on the Mediterranea n

March 2, 1919

Dear Mother,

T'nis is what I call writi::-ig under difficulties so it's r-:oinR:
to be a short lettero I am broiling in the sun & _writing o:n my
knee .

I just lost my fountain pen, but it probably hasn't gotten

the boet yet.

This 1·s a hc)t Sunday morning, 2 P. :M. on the up-

per de 0~ of His Ma,jesty 1 s Armed. Tr a nsport nGloucester Gastle 11 ,

lo-

ca_ted just novi somewhere south of Greece on the blue Mediterranea n.

I never

S?~

such blue WRter, t~e Atlantic was a real blue, but this

look s li ~e ~lui~g or blue ink.

i n? c~

~~ ~e

There isn't anything exciting go-

-- nc ~ovies or boxing matches, so we spend our time

rea:i i.'.'"~~ :::~' .s tu ,:...:;-ing Turkish..

fs.r

.L

: : . think I told you about our trip as

'1 ~ a letter there to you~
mai_eu

t h e c:. t y -,.. 2..s t ~,E.- two or three ::unclred y3rds between .the station and

tr1a a.oc .,.-: .

B:1t :;h3t little bit was e.lmost oriental -- with dog-

carts, b: ac~ soldiers with turjens- or fez, and the big cliff with
a ruin c ~ t~e top, next to the dock.

In the harbor was an ~~erican

ship,

It had been carrying ammuni-

jus-;:; e(bout a heap of wrec,rnge.

ti -.:m ¾. hi t a r.Li n e.

The fire i explosion ~ade ~1ite a mess of it,

but it got
_..,
ashore.
..
i Tl l -CS camouflege.

Our boat l oo~s like a big black & white zebra

It was for:::erly the Southampton, a British

hospi tel ship, which wa.s torped'.)ed in the English channel with 300
English wounded on board.

It ~a9oened near the Isle of Wi~ht so

they managed to bes.ch it and s ~ved most on board.

has been raised & refitted fo r a hospital ship.
occupy one of the wards ..

Since then it
The men on board

We heve comfortable sinr;le

11

beds", or

rather cradles . which can be fiz ::; d so that they rock as the boat

rolls, and one can keep on an ·even keel.

One fellow forgot to pull

up the side of his cradle one night and when he turned over fell
out of bed in his sleep.

He had ~lso forgotten to take off his

glasses & broke them when he hit the floor.

In the morning we

take a warm salt water bath & a cold salt shower.

Then breekfast

at 8.30 -- a stroll on deck, or a class in Tu.rkish, lunch at 1 P.:M.
tes. at

4

ed :nenu,

oclock, & dinner at
&

7.

We have five meals -- regular print-

choices for each course, expert English stewards etc.

Th e first dB_y out I spent leaning over the rail.

half of the crowd did likewise.

More than

We had left Marseille at

5.30

Wednes-iay 9Venin,;:, & the next :morning were out on the sea, which

Since then it has been very calm.
seille

"i.'J. &.::':}C:'

.i '..:.::; t 2.-t sunset, when the lighthouses were just begin-

nin,; to :'l.s..s~"2..
We -,,, e:: t

::JU°t

We left Mar-

' - ~'" s a b-eautiful harbor-:, & the city looked i:~reat.

::a2~

t he famous C?..stl e d I Or, or

d•

Ef (?) where the Count

of :<e;::::: s 0h:i::._2tc -,,.--~s imprisoned, & which is S9.id to be a place

where ~c r9 ~~rtu~e & suffering has been endured . than any other spot
0!1 ea_:,:;::.,

~:.1e .r:ext rla.y 1.;as

stormy.

In the evening we sighted

Sardini a ·~ the liF;ht house on the southern cape •. We are taking an

outside co~rse to aboid rnine fields.
tween Co~sica

~

Usually the steamers pass be-

Sardinia then thru the strait of Messina between

Sicily & Italy proper, then between Crete & the Grecian coast.

But

we passed out to the west of Corsica & Sardinia, outside Sicily,
close enough to see at the seme time Cape Bon the the African coast
and the island Patalero (?), the It-alian penal colony.

That was

on Friday evenin~ the 28th.

nassed close

The next morning Malta

on our port, early in the morning.

WRs

Tonight we exuect to see Crete,

then.1go up t!'.lru the many G-recian Islands to Salonika.
For amusem.ent, sinr.;inr-; in the evAnings seems to be a favorite.
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One evening our crowd did the serenadi ng but last niRht we had a
real treat.

The English sailors & soldiers (of the R.A.!"I.C .) were
sitting around on the deck & finally started a young concert s.I They

are a fine bunch of fellows, & not a bit
they have gone thru in the trenches

&

11

hard boiled 11 fro:n what

on sea.

Most

or

b een in all kinds of hell, from trenches to torpedo es.
runong

11

the

them have
Some were

old Contemp tible", as they call them,. ·from the Kaisers

descr·i:p tion of the little English arm;y ..

Well, what they didn 1 t sing

and recite last nh~ht on deck wasn 1 t worth mention ing -- trench
songst se a songs, Yankee ragtime, folk songs, & some recitati ons.

A seat on a coil of ropes on the deck was better than a box seat at
an o~e~2 3

a st2.:-::ay

&

~e ~ad all the necessar y scenery, too, a big deck, &

;: -_:.~:-:.t

row

o n the ?•1edi terranea n.

Everybod y enjoyed it.

Tomor-

san:e fellows are going to give us a show, & in

or Goua:h
is to be a lecture by General Goeff, one of the

the
passen.:?e :--s.

Ws !:ave on board quite a number of abig guns", French

ma jo:•s f~ . cs.:;tE.:l.2:1s 1 all decorate d, & this Britishe r, who seems to be

a very ~.:,lly fellow.,

He was the comm.and er of the sector where the

Ger:me.ns broke tri.ru near Canbjai and the American enginee rs filled
the gap ?c drove the Germans back.

It was a. part of' Byng I s 5th Army,

Go1ir::,h is on his way to Batum in the Caucasu s.

This morninq; we had ser•vices on deck,.

Leo
T)r. /\

White, our com-

mander in chief, h::id chRrge,. & preached a fine sermon.

Then our

quartet te sang.
The sun is awfully hot here, & it is almost time for "tea",
so I•ll quit ,~ write some more later. (It is 13.lways either time for
' 1 tea

11

or for lifeboa t drill.)
Monriay noon March 3rd

I found my fountain pen ..

It is filled with a kind of ink we
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make by dissolving a tablet in water.

We sighted Greece yeste~day

afternoon and apparentl y are taking the course between Crete & the
Mainland.

Right now we are opposite the gul:f which leads

We are in the Straits of Dora, - and the islands.

miles away.

to Athens·.

Dora is just a. few

It 1 s top is covered with snow, and is in the clouds.

The straight is very rough,

so we are rolling pretty bad.

The boe.t

is due to land at Salonika at 9 A.M. tomorrow, but our mail is to
be ready by

5

this evening so I 1 ll close now & write again from

Constantj_ nople~
T~ere are five

u.

of P. men in the party & I am enclosing their

names and classes so Stuart can send a note to the Penn Gazette, if
he wan.ts to .• :; He could send in their names with a few words about

Wm. E. ~a cintosh

S. 3. Ks ~r
3.

?<.

1

17

1

08 Medicine

Chemistry

~5.Pman '17 Medicine

J°'.Jh:1 A.

T)unaway, Grad .. School (Economic s)
in 1 16 & 1 17
& Instructo r in Wharton School,

1

16 & '17

It wc,uld be nice to get a letter from home, but I don't expect

any for so:ne time yet.

Hope everybody at home is as well as I am.

I certainly hB.ve an enor.:nous appetite, & ought to be getting fat.

Tell Marion Miss Henry wants to be remembere d to her.

Be sure to

tell all the news when you write, & let me know where Jack Bounds,
Elliott Welsh 9:e the rest of the crowd are.

Lots of love to all, from

Stanley.

To Mrs. James R. Kerr
Darby, Pennsylva nia

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr

Salonika, Greece

Harch

5,

1919~

Dear Dad, ·

Itm writin~ ar:other card in case the letter I mailed yesterday

rniscarries.

We arrived here yesterday mot'ning, and in the P .M. some

of us looked over the city.

and shopping.

Today we spent all day walking around,

This is a most interestin g city -- as Oriental as

you c~uld find.

You see soldiers of every kind, British, French,

Italia.,_---i, ,}reek:, all varieties of Balkan, Chinese, etc. etc., and the

rasiden~s here are just as veried.
burned 2 yrs .• e.go.

A good part of the city was

1-'1e have been thru temples, over the Acropolis ,

climbed r:.:.~arets -~ h .ave been thru all the va.rious quarters :...-. Turl{-

ish, etc.

Pric23 ~are ara high for most everythin g.

We sail to-

morrc..; :::.:.;;ht :.":i:- ::::'Jns tantin.ople on the same boat -- Glouceste r Cas-

I 1 m feeling fine.

tle -night

G'"l

5th Ar~y.

Ha.d

a lecture Monday

b:::c,.':- by Gen. Gou1-;rh, who was in command of the British

th.8

He

told us all his experience s~

Love to all, from

Stp._nley

To

Ja~e~

~T

Kerr

Darby, Fe~~sylva nia

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Constantinople, Turkey
Mar. 14, 1919.
Dear Mother,
I haven 1 t written anything but cards since leaving Salonika.
In case you didn't r;et all nty mail, I wrote from Brest, Marseilles,
& Salo~ika, besides several earns.

The trip from Salonika on was just as fine as the first nart.
We had great wee,ther.

On Friday morning we were approaching the Dardan-

!'rlles,
· pass,;,,~ r._,.1 · L emnoos I m·b_ros,
-~
&

the site of old Troy, then

saw the tombs (?) of Achilles & Ajax
entered the Straits.

We were very

close to the spot where the British landed in Gallipoli & could see
the two t!'ansports beached in order to land the troops -- also the
Turki sh f'o_:-,ts whi.c.h were pretty well battered up _. -- Se 1 d

1

1 Bahr & Kum

Kal eh. Go ~~? en ~ p we passed all the old forts~ & stonoed at Tchanekkale '" s.l s o c e.12. e :3. the tm..tn of Dardanelles.

The forts here had been

shell a ~ hes."iil ;;· j-.J.st four yegrs a.go that day, 1'1arch 7th, ~c we could

see -:he shell i:-:::::..e2l' & the Turk

trenches, etc~

Byror,. s ~,z;;;.::: ac r os.3, along Leander.
l~

'!.'hat was where

Then we went on up into the Sea

ea~ly Saturday morning werci in sight of Constantinople.

'L'he view f":.:-o:n the harbor was great.

An American submRrine chaser

took us ah~re in the rain & we were given a few French sleeping cars
to liv~ in.

I'~ writing this letter in my room on the car now.

They 8.re :fine -- much better than in /l'Tlerica _..: a fairly larp;e roo!n,

two births, tB.ble; wash room, etc.

Some of our party ·live on the

Island of Principe, in the Sea of Marmara~

tomorrow nif:i:ht.

I 1 11 probably move there

It is a lovely pl2ce, except for the fact that a

lot of interned ~erman officers live there in great style.
r.,h
1.. ere h
. asn I -r;, b een any th•
. inrs t o
&

~little business.

,::i
!lO

h
.. ere excep t

m
• . , -1•
so,.e
S2f!-T1L,seeing

Parties are being sent out every day -- one

left for San Soun on the Black Sea several days agoF to open the

88
way to Marsovan.
Greeks.

Fighting is g;oing on there between the Turks &

Another crowd goes to Adana very soon, to break up inbo

various units from there.

Another unit of 36 leaves for the

Caucasus n.ext week, 8c one to Ce_esarie or
Asia Minor next ~eek.

11

Kaiserie 11 in the central

rrm to be in one of the two latter, but

exuect it will be Caesarie rather than the CaucRsus.

Most of our

I

men are now at Deranje, about 30 miles from here, our supply base.
This is a very interesting city, but most of it is terribly
dirty.

The best street

in

ter th2-n ~fain St~ in Darby.

the city -- up in Pera

isn 1 t much bet-

I am in the station in Stamboul, on

the end o:' the 3erlin road.
All t:::s ~,eople look different here of course from Am.ericans

all t~e

~ e~ ~e&7

rad fezes, & many of them have the big baggy

tro~~s~2r s~3~. e~c$
the c-o.~a.r2,

::

:;2e

The little donkey carts, water carriers,

f1.mny clothes make it look real

11

oriental. !I

s -'3 c;ms ·i t -:- s-:::.;.; r- s..:.-: ouite a little attention ourselves.

~

We

'I'here are

only 2 ~- thre~ ~~erican soldiers in the city, but lots of Ertglish
& F:-er:~::i

Z'. F:>e.::ch colonials were drilling in the station

believe '.'.c.8 ~nose d2.rkies could drill.

yard s.nd

I never saw a comoany I'IJ.ove

as I'IJ.Uch l.ik<.:; a rr.:;ichine as they did -- they are from Madagasca.r.
We ~et ~ood food, but the prices are fairly high for the committee, in. Acnerican rnoney, l:e four times as high in Turkish money.

Practically all metal money is

01*

only worth -¼- of its old value.

of circiulation, & the paper is

They have paper money for even

paras -- about 1/8 of a. cent in our money.

5

I' 11 enclose one if I

remembers.

.
2
Yesterday the treB.surer of Ro-~ert collef!e, a. Penn man, in-

vited Dr. Harmon·-x: me to dinner.

He took us to the Hotel Tocallio

the best in the city & we had soI1J.e feast.
'Phen: he took us up

to

It. cost him about ,4.6
-;;, 3.

the colle?e & showed us around -- and I was

surprised to find a fine, well equipped colle 0 e -- engineering de-

pa.rtments, museums, ;~ everything.
their own :nachinery.

During the war they built their own ges

p:coducers, flour mills, etc.
home,

~c

They can make ca.stings & build

had a J:sreat time.

Then we had tea & the treasurer's

Toda.y I strolled around the Sultan's

Palace, but didn 1 t see his highness.
visited

Up to the present time rrve

the :Mosques of St. Sophie, /le Sultan Ah-man, the tomb

of Sultan Selim, the old ·Hippodrome.,. Museum of Antiquities, the
the armory, etc., etc. besides walking a.bout 10 miles around the

town every day.
soon~

Expect to ta.ke a sail up the Bosphorus some day

I don't like staying around town doing nothing, but they

6an 1 t send us o~t any faster then they 8re doing.
s:-:.i.::iloa:i s :;::-;f America.n flour,

condensed milk, etc~ have arrived

& the. prices 0£' milk k white bread has gone away· nm-m.
to Mr~ J .,R. Way,

Shoes cost

( the ~reasurer of 1obert College --

the Penn rnan).
I I ve g;radually .a.bsorbed some 'rurkish & French, ;-:, : use my German
a little.

French would get us by any place we have been""- every-

bo dy here soeaks it, so J!m going to study it.
Haven't had any letters yet, & we ~et very little news.

The

Tur·~s here apparently had something t errible planned, and a f'ew

days ago 20 high officials were arrested.

The paper said it was

done not so much bece.use of the part they had he.d in the massacre
& the war,

but to prevent them carrying out "something" which was

to be a climax to all their dirty work & would . shoclc the world.
Gen. d 1 Esprey is here yet -- I saw him yesterdaye

Dr. Asher is in

the city, ·"- is to be in charge of the unit going to the Caucasus
~lso Drs. Pee~& Washburn are hereft
If the Post Office won 1 t handle mail for Turkey send letters

thru the committee in New York~

Later on you might send me a few

films for the vest pocket kodak & a battery for the flashli~ht, I
can't get the battery here,
is 751:, I think.

&

films are expensive.

The battery

If the uackage is sent to the A.C.R.N.E., Amer.

Bible House, Constantinople, & m8rked 'forward I it ought to reach
me all right.

But don't bother about it for sometime yet.

I'd like to know how everything is going on ~t homef but don't
expect that for so!Tle ti!i1e yet.

Hope all are well at home.

first class condi t:i.on, only want a bath,.
tomorrow ..

I 1m in

I 1 11 try a ·rurkish one

This letter will go thru the consulate here, & may go

home on the Pensacola, or perhaps by

courier to Paris, or

it may be sent thru .French or British military post offices.
clos e no~.,; ;~ t~r:i in.

Must

Love .to al 1 from

Stanley

To Mrs. Jnmes ~- Kerr
Darby, Pennsylvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan Ee Kerr

Derind je 1_ Asia Minor.
Mar. 23, 1919.
Dear "Famil y 11 ,
I sort of forget, but think the last letter I wrote was on
Mar. 10, & mailed at the French or Britis h milita ry post office .
Just now I'm on the fifth floor of a former n-erman ~rain- elevat or,
at presen t our storeho use and dormit ory -- the fifth

&

sixth are

the rr..en I s sleepin g quarte rs, & the first four are j am."'ned full of
canned milk -- canned beans -- canned everyt hing.

This is a great

place, situate d about four miles from Ismid, near the end of the
Gulf of' Ismid, right on the Ba.Q'.dad railwa y.

It isn 1 t a town, but

just a station , four big wareho uses & two grain elevat ors, all bei.ng uscid. now by the A.c~q.N .E. ,Re the U.S. Food Admin lstratio n.

is a TI.3. Naval station ,

&

nav2l L:.e~t. is in command.
& a :rn:u:-i.oer

This

we are under militR ry organi zation . A
&

the camp is g;uarde d by Americ an sailors

of Se:d.da n soldie rs.

We Rre in a barbed wire enclos ure,

& a r2 n o ~ allowed ~utside withou t a guard, or else in partie s
if

we are e.!'r.ied.

't'he 1."'e is a camp of Turkis h soldie rs just outsid e,

with heaps of ammun ition ?,c guns.

The German s concen trated troops

here during the Gallip oli campai gn ..
All our supplie s from Americ a were landed here & stored in
these w.g rehous es, bu.il t by the German s before the war, so we have

made cur head quarte rs here -- even the women are here.

We have

very- comfor table a_uarte rs, good knerica n ncanned eats 11 & a good
An1er•ic an negro sailor cook.

It beP,:ins to look as if we were at

la.st _gettin g near the real work.

I came down here last :Monday on

a U.S. subcha ser, after having spent about a week in· Consta ntinop le
waitin g for orderse

Up there I lived in a French sleenin g car in

the Stambo ul railwr:1 y station & had a good chance to see potnts of

intere st in the city.

It's a pretty dirty city,

&

! 1 11 certain ly

be glad when I get to a town where they have s.idewalks -- and

a

sewage system.
Here at Derindje we have more comforts because we made them.
It looks like real business to see itacks & stacks of canned foods,
flour, machines, auto trucks, & everythin g under the sun piled up
high in our warehouse s.

·several uni ts have already been sent out

one to Sanaso-:..m on the Black Sea, one to Adana, &_ yesterde.y we
:t'inished loading a boat with supplies for a big party going to the
Caucasus.

They leave here tomorrow --

36 of them -- under the di-

r~ction of Dr. Usher, & will take a boat at Constantin ople for
Bat~~ on t~e Black Sea coast.
ing tr~at coat.

It has been quite a nightmare load-

You'd have to look thru several warehouse s for a

box o:" =1 a :'2;;y· -p.:.::s or a barrel of ·pluY!'lbing supplies

your ~-:e !:::.:: o"tf .;:,, :; half' a dozen Armenian
box t.ha-r; one ,l::":e:>ican could cerry.
on .:, ·~;..:_;i:, '::isck2 ~

:: 1 ve seen a

11

then yell

Larnal s II trying to carry a

'I'hey want to carry everythinr :

man carry a piano on his back, but

they ;:y 'l -2:::; t rir..:ch s tren,gth in their arms.
sortirL5 s-..:-:::nJlies

~

\-le' ve been awfully busy

.x recording their locations in the warehouse s,

&

as soon as that is done it won 1 t be so hard to get th~ other units
off quicizly.

One goes to Smyrna this week, & I believe the Caesarea

unit leaves after that.

As far as I know I 1 m to go there.

This is one of- the most beautiful places I 1 ve seen anywhere.

I've seen the statement in more than one book that right here the
scenery is hard to match anywhere.

We are near the end of the Gulf

of Isrnid, :".'iP-:ht on the waters edc.re.

In fact one of our crowd put

on his bathing suit yesterday & dove out of the win~ow into the
water.

Riqht across the Gulf is a long line of mountains with little

villaRes tucked in the corners 0f the valleys.

These hills always

look a sort of brownish or purple color, & the water is a deep blue-gree n.
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In the mornings we are . up at six and see the sun rise over Sultan
Dagh -- otherwise known as Mt .. Olympus here.

It is still snow

6app ed, & clouds usually float half way down its slopes -- makin~
a beautii'ul sight.

I1he Turks have funny little boats with lateen

1

sails out in the bay, fishing or trading, & they hel? to make a
great little picture.

If' you p.;et a.hold of Schreiner 1 s book on "Ber-

lin to Bag1ad' 1 the chapte1" on Armenia describes this very section
very well.

We can see the qerman 1'Goeben 11 from here -- the battle-

shiD tha-c was in so many scrans f'or the Turks.

It is down at the

end of the bay at Ismid, also a B.ussian man of war, several German U-ooats (one which has sunk over thirty ships during the
& a
&

::i,-:--i ~-' :::"r:

SE."J

02..ttleship..

war)

The British are assembling a fleet here,

i:; 2..s -: .~ ·: :e rsRdy for the Turks if they start anything when
:.::.:;:::

Ws -:-. ,~ ,.,.;

::c -- ,:,n:i most of them do expect something.

0

«,-.,s,5

loading the boat for the Caucasus yesterday a.nd

in t::,=;, e..:·-:;e:-r..,:o:.--~ took a. trip to Ismid.

The crowd had three box

c~rs, sc lo~s ot·us rode on the roof in a hail of cinders.

The

country !s very pTetty & seems to be well cultivated -- lo~~s of
cherry :;ra ::::5, farms, & flocks of sheep.

town.

Ismi d is a fairly larr;e

I b-·:) !J_g ht some fish hooks, & tool{ a stroll around, or ra.ther

up t::1.e to·..."71..,

It is stuck on a hill, & from the top you can .17,et a

greet view of the harbor & the country.

This is on the Ba~1ad

railwe.y & it was right a.rounrl here that the Germans concentrated.

lots of Turkish troops.

At our station at Derindje· there are

several wrecked frames of cars ,?:.: engines which the British bcmbed.
The t-,,rmenian section of the town is just a mass of ruins. One
or deported
Armenian boy se.id 1200 Armenians were killedj\here.
by Dr., Usher.
Mail just going out unexpectedly to Const. ·
Love to all from
.

/\

Stanley

l' .. s.

Have Keen

& Cop

make me a set of rim."lled glasses and mail

to me thru A.C.R.N.E . at New York, to Amer. Bible House marked
11

forward 11 • ·
Dr. Usher just got a telegram to go to the city,

&

the sub

chaser is goint to take him up, so 1 1 11 send this letter on.
Stanley

*
To the family of' James R.. Kerr
Darby, ?ennsylva nia

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr

Constantin ople April 6, 1919

fsunday

Dee.r Dad,
Your letter written on the 28th of Feb. arrived here two days
ago, and one from Miriam G-rubb .~; one from Washingto n yesterday -both of those mailed on the 23 of Feb. Th.at is the first mail I 1 ve
had from anywhere since leaving New York.

Your letter had a Paris

postmark on it & wasn 1 t censored, but the letter from Wash. was
censGred., & had only the "h'ash. s tP,.,"llp on it.

to get .:r.:.£::1, and especially from home.
forwardin g cablegram s to you, too.

It was certainly good

I 1 m glad the Com!'littee is

It 1 s too bad Mother's arm

d.oesn 1 ~

i:-:.::=:-rove :T.O"c'e rapidly·, but it will certainly come out all

right.

-- ~d\;;_s ::zlPd. t0 heer all about Jack & r--Iorris co.ming; home

hard

- -- ..=..--

r:y ='~ -~s r::s -~ tell them to roll the old courts good &

30

c an p: ~7 when I come back.

l

I ::-'_ ,:;.ver: 1 ::

00

::i tten any 1 et ters for a co1tpl e of weeks -- the

last ens I w~o~ s wqs from Derindje, Asia Minor.

I 1 m just up here

in Co~st ; ~~. for a few days on business, & go back to Derindje
tomorrow ::-ri:::irn.i ng by sub chaser.

We have been workinp: hard down

there st.ra.i.~ hteninR: out the four warehouse s -- teking inventory s
and sorting out, so we can find things when they are needed.

That

job was finished two days. ago, and now the units will be sent out
quickly.

About

40

left for the Caucasus by way of. the Black Sea

a couple of weeks ago, under Dr. Ushere

A unit goes to Smyrna

probably tomorrow, one to Syria this week, & I don't know what next.
One of our fellows leaves f'or BulP:;aria this week for·a little relief work fore. few weeks.

I had. a chance to go to Smyrna but

turned it down as it was not lab work.

I expect to go out any time

as 18.borator y worker & general "machine" work.

1,,.Te have set up an

"instructi on" school to shoi;.-1 each lab ma.n how to run electric light

plants, ice machines_,. gasoline motors, delousers , motorcycl es,
trucks, tractors, etc., so I 1 m learning all these and showing others how to run the ice machine, cr..lorinat ors, etc.
11

We have a

staff" of _three instructo rs, & I 1 m one o.f them for awhile.

The

tractors are already at work around Derindje, plowing & harrowing
bip: sections so the na.tives can .farm.

We are also sending small

re1ief parties on short trips to the villages nearby.

Right across

the gulf about a. mile. away A.re two or three deserted towns to which
the _.u.rmenJ.ans a.re returning .

towns, leaving only

15

old people in the place.

foodstuf fs over last week.
who ::i2.d :;~en d.ep ,) rted.
go

0

xc ::.:.: plo"-r,.

1

near A~e~oo

~

12,000 were depo!'ted from one of the

We sent flour~

All the men working for us are Armenians

T11ey are still afraid of the Turks & won I t

About 30 Armenians were massacred by the Turks

few weeks ago.

?he work keeus us very busy, but we get good food~ plenty of
sle~p,

~

have so~e time for recreatio n.

The girls fixed up a

libr2:::--y or clt.fo room last week secretly & surprised us all by in-

vj_ ting u.s -:::o tea one afternoone

a section of the

f' •
-1.
.,__irsv

It ls a really beautiful room --

floor of one of the ~rain elevators , decorat-

ed up ·with ivy ·<i: fixed up so you I d think you were in the mountain
cabin of so~e wealthy New Yorker.

This building is filled with

Turkish war mate~ialj & the first two floors contain about a million
empty sandba~s which they say were intended for stopping up the

Suez canal.

The ?,irls got the Turkish sentries to move the bags

out of one section & we use that for our club house e
make fine · table covers

o:

The sa.ndbags

cushions when embroider ed & some very

s.rtistic lampshade s were made from them, too, for the electric
lights.

German wicker shell cases are used for nlants.

We have

a piano too, doriated by one of the British battleship s in the gulf.
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Once in a while we ~o fishin g in the evenin g, but haven 1 t
caup,h t anyth ing.

Some of the fellow s have been out after wild

boar, but no luck yet.

wild boars .

One day when no one was armed they saw

5

The comma nrler won't allow any partie s to go out un-

less under a guard , on accou nt of bandi ts in the hills.

I got

a fine shotgu n very cheap a couple of days ago fot' ducks & quail,
& expec t to make good use of it, as there are loe.r1s
of ducks
a.ro .1nd..
1

To d ay two other fellow s
phoru s to the Black Sea.
twenty to,,r:1s

01;

&

un

I had a P.;reat trip

the Bos-

1.t-Te got a boat at 9.30, stoppe d at about

the way up & arrive d at Yellim and (?) at 12.30 .

F!"'o:::. t h3:-'s ..:,;e w~s.lked up a mount ain arid. a. Britis h office r let
us

go up ~s 3~e f~r ~i ficati ons guardi n~ the Black Se~ entran ce to
the
3 o sp h ::: :--:.:.s.

there 1

:'::~ sc ene was si!Tlpl y grand .

t:1..~ t r:c,

Indian troops are on duty

-.:-:--.s was gUB.rd ing the forts on the top, . so we roamed

a r o:_: r:. : ::: ~:.2 ·c :.,.::-_;_--:'2 2. 3 :'<: duf~ou t s x.: inspe cted the big 'l'urk mo rt Hrs,
shel ls~ e :: o •.• ,:,;: had dinne r on an am-mu nition WB_gon.

I suppos e this

...
. - 'oeen .comoa
' rae
- d .oy the Russia
p~ace
~sa
ns a good many times~

We

were talkin ~ to so~e of the Indian troop s, & they were very mich
ffUrpr is-sd to hear we were .P.meri cans.

They have wicke d lookin g

knive s, Sc: d.eqon str!? ted how they used them on Turks

,Jlc

Germa ns.

Ha.d

some TurK co.:"'fee & return ed at 6 P.M .. The round trip cost somet
hing
like 15 cents .

The last few days we have been insoe cting the city
•

& by

J..

. _ ..

now have seen every thing -- old Roman cister ns underg round ,

the old Genoe se tower, mo sou.es with the Moha..rnrnedans at praye r
-&

the bazar s, which are awful ly intere sting ..

go nutty there

it is such fun barga ining.

An Ameri can woman would
We hA.ve discov ered

thRt the pric e of a thing is alway s twice or three times
·w hat they

expec t to get, so we usual ly barf;;a in 10 minut es, walk out of the

store two or three times, & finally get for one lira what the Armenian or Turk wanted to sell for three liras.
Our trip to the city wasn1t f.or pleasure , but due to the death
of one of our party.

Peltier, who enlisted the same time I did. at

Rockefe ller Inst., & was one of our best lab men died as the result
of an acciden t &

we

buried him in Constan tinople last Thursday .

He found his train -- down near Konia -- leaving with all his ba~gage on board, so ran & tried to boarci. it, but slipped& : the wheel
struck both shins, witho1~t- running over them.

br~ken & one badly torn.

Both legs were

He was travelin ij alone but the British

took him to a hosuita l & notified our men.

He had the best of treat-

ment b:.:t ~e-~grene set in k one leg had to be amputate d, & he died
in a fe w C.B-y s.
avoi~a~ :s~
b!'0'1..~ :~~ :;

W2

It was a terrible thinis., but was apparen tly un~~1

:,'::e t>'.)-:::.7

ceme t s ~y in ¥e r a .

a funeral serv~ce on the pier et Derindje ,
on a s1~bma.ri ne chaser., & buried in the Protest.a nt

'.l~

Fridy

~

I were sent along as escorts.

The British

t r o op s ·: .:..Ll a l,:>r:;; ~::-ie line paid speci. 'a l courtes ies to the body &
t u :-r:.e d ::,'.,:':"; a ~;;..:. ;,rd at every station.

Everybod y was terribly sorry

about t ~e w~ole ~hing.
I ju s ~ reread your letter, & think perhaps you didn 1 t ~et the
letter

i

~ailed just before the Leviatha n left Hoboken .

I got the

hayfeve~ me dicine & the b a thing suit just before we sailed.
Haven't had a chance to go to Tarsus yet.

We get our washing done

at Derindje by Armenian women, but no ironing .
Armenian ret·ugee s are coming in rin;ht along now.

A lot

nassed our house lAst nifl:ht .. ( I am living in Dr. Peet I s house,
am writing in his study).

must clos e now.

?c

The last time I wrote

I asked to have someone send me an extra pair of glasses -- metal

rim.111ed, & some films.
in Pera.

I am getting my broken pair repaired here

Give my love to all the family, the Adamses , Grandma ,

etc.,

&

Scow.

''

-~

Hope every body is well &·hap py.

I 1 m getti ng some

musc le on & a co8.t of ta.n.

In a1dre ssing , be sure to put on A.C.R .N.E.

Love to all

from
Stanl ey

Stanl ey E. Kerr Colle ction
Darby , Pe!L"' lsylva n·\a

Prope rty of Susan E. Kerr
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Derind je, Asia Minor.
April l?, 1919.
Saturde .y

Dear Mother ,
Hope this habit of writin g letter s so often( ?) won 1 t Ret too
hard a hold on me.

s·eems to me I wrote one last Sunday .fro:m Con-

stantin ople, after receivi ng three from Americ a, but there
is al-

¥ays

8

little

net,.rs

to write about.

Fridy and I came back to De-

.rin-ij B last Ifonday and were glad to get back to good l1.meric
an com-

pany and. cooking again., and back to work~

Since then I 1 ve been

as se!!'l-'.Jlir:g .steril izers for v2riou s uni ts, running farm tracto rs,
putting sewing :ne.chin es togeth erj etc., etc.
. . - - J..in ti;:;:s -;:::_..:.~
s.:--: sent out to a hospit al •

-~

-"-' --~-.:::.;.,.
.....

who :::.:s·.i ,
first,

This is all to fill
qichard s told me

to Alep?O next week in place of Peltie r,

C::e ·_.jc-,::-~~s ~e to stop st Adana and set up their sterili zers

~~en go a~ to Aleppo , where the centra l labora tory is to be

locp,-:;e ,::'i.!

x te.:-:2- -:heir lab equiy:i1 ent 8.long.

I prob8b ly -i.•ron' t go

t.ill _-:ss.:i tr_,3 e::-i c;f the month, as I W8.nt to learn the tr-g_cto r lie
auto bus~ne ss first, & how to run the x-ray outfit .

There is a

terrib le lo~ of work to be done that mechan ics sho1tld be doing.

We have ~een havin~ some fun & excitem ent iri our spare time,
too*

'T'his a.:c"tern oon, bein~ Saturd ay was declare d a h8.lf holida y,

so a crowd of

~1s

went down to Ismid in a box car.

It is a. very old

city, & was once the canita l of the Turks, they say, before Con-

. I
st?ntin ople was "taken.

The women bought all kinds of souven irs

like old brass candle sticks & coffee r:rinde rs, while four of us went
in search of submar ines.

We had heard there were two German subs

in the harbou r ne8.r a Russia n b2ttles hip, so we got some British ers to take :u s out in a launche

They le.nded us on the subs, which

were not under guard, & we spent the afterno on invest i~ating their

IOI
inte rna l or~a ns, look inP' thru the peri
scop es & mon keyi ng a·rou nd
the torp edo es.
One of the two was the lJ7342, whic h sunk
32 ship s ?c
one subm ~:tri ne duri ng the war.
'l'he othe r wa.s a mine layin P-; submar ine.
Then we wen t on boa rd the Rus si an ship
~ - - · the ,rVo lgo' 1 x
were all ove:r: it -- clim bed the mas ts,
were in the _gun turr ets,
& every -'.-J'h ere _.:.. of cou rse we coll ecte
d a few souv enir s -- mac hine
gun bul lets , etc. Late r B. sail or took
us down in the subm 8rin e
.aga in a.r::.d show ed us how to fire torp edo
es.
The re were four big ones
stil l or boa rd.
'I'hru the peri scop e we coul d see the -"Go
eben ", the
big ~~£ ~et tles hip that was in so many
scra ps.
One of the per iscop es roa~ nifie d so stro ngly that you
coul d see the Tur kish sail ors
0

?c:-J:.;::-:.-:. ":Jei-:::re dark smr:.e of us walk ed
up the Gul f to an old
ruin. e:::. ;:c:2. s.cs -:: ::-_::,_: Abd ul Ham id used to
use for a sum..'ller hou se. The
count:::-'"? is -0e2u 1=it 11l here now.
By the way, mis tlet oe ~row s on
the trea s he~e , with berr ies as big as
sma ll che rrie s. The re are
load s c~ ~~ld flsw ers -- rose s, pop pies
, lila c, etc.
/'.1.s: ·: :lose .3:: :..;ri te some :mor e lett ers .

Ever y-th lng is f!Oin ~ alon rr

wal l -- ~os t of the uni ts are at the ir
stet ion s or on the way -Mars ov~r .., Ads. na, Alep po, Bei rut, the
Cau casu s, & Smyr na: with othe rs
prep arin g fo~
Cae sare a &· Siva s. ·.1 ui te a litt le reli ef work
is bei:1 g done in this neiF ;hbo rhoo d too.
Hope ever yone at ho:'.ne is
wel l x- happ y.
I am feel ing fine .
Got my glas ses fixe d in Con stan t.
Have a dB.rk room here ~ am dev elop ing
for the crow d in the even ings .
"
1 os i ng a pie
~m
enc_
· t ure o~., th e ~ar b age co 11 ec~o
,_ r in
'
,S,.,l
ct_on ik·a.'-- If
this pho to goes thru all righ t I 1 11 send
mor e.
Let me know . Load s
of love to all from Stan ley.
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To Mrs. James R. Kerr
Darby 1 Pennsylvani~

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr

103
Derindje, Asia Minor.

April 21, 1919e
Monday
Dear Stuart,,

,Just heard someone was leaving here tonight for f\.merica &
would t2ke mail, so 1 1 11 jot down a few notes before he goes.
I wrote a fe~ days a~o, after I cameb~ck from Constant., but apparently letters don't reach their destination in the same order t h ey are mailed.

~ est of the people left here at Derindje went to Constant.

f'or Easter, but the few of us who stayed here had a wonderful
time -- swini.ming, picnics, h u nting, boating, etc..

grand va cation~- for two days

It was a.

and now we are back at work.

I gi·, :c: '-=.::-: te lli::-i,2: where I 1 m to go because people change their
0

mir1d.i; too 01..,ts!!.

Is.:-::i_d

In. the last thr'ee days I 1 ve been assigned. to

for plo..;in1-7, with a tr;:1.ctor

--

to Aleppo in the lc~.b

--

and

to t:. d ~n s. to set up sterilizers, and tonight they say "Sta.y here
for

H

wh:i.lerr.

1 1 11 .tzet out before long, tho ..

Practically all

the u~its ere in their fields now except Caesaree, Sivas, & Bar-

poot.

Another ship is to arrive this week from P.:-nerica,
.
& proba-

bly has my c_he:rhical apparatus on boa.rd.

Just now a big Roumanl:an

ship is loading flour & milk he-re for Roumania.
tions e.re bad there.,
which are here too.

They say condi-

Of coitrse that is from Hoover supplies.,
We just heard tonight about the terrible

state of affairs in Odessa.

Here at Derindje we are beginnin~ to

have the comforts of home -- laundry, store, post office, fire
compan y, ice machine, delousePs ilc other such things we all have
at home~

But we can't ~et a decent bath or hair cut here.

We cut

ee.ch others hair & go to Constant. & take real Turkish baths -they -9.re great fune

. 104
Two of our party went to Tarsus & I ~ave them a letter for

Mr . Melkcmgan,

I 1 m going to try & get do·,·m there soon.

This last week end I had the best ti~e I believe I ever had.

If you see Dr. Smith tell him that
wild boar in Asia Minor."

11

Penn.sylva.nia " went

11

huntinr-;

Dunaway (who t2.u_2 ht in the Wharton

school 19.st year, ) Magee (law school) & I ps.cked up and ca~nped

o-ver across the 3ulf of Ismid in the mounts.ins,. surrounded. by
b&,ndits, 1~ild boar & jackals.

The whole srip

W8s

chock full of'

in::eresting things first a journey on the 3agclo. d railway to Is0

mid -- then a sHil across the Gulf i.n an ol1 1l"t1rkish casque with
those f'..J..nr1y la teen se.ils -- sailing right 217 the cruiser

11

Goeben. ''

Tn8 b::s-:::-::en W2-:':1sd us about bandits & SP.id we would never come

baci{ '.::<:':

'$-I-::

!:.::l,:e1 abo~J.t 8 miles into the :--:Y.1.ntains, - gunned for

g~2~:, ~~wks, ssgles, etc. & finally made e shelter

& laid in

3t:.-:::; instead of the rnoon-

1 L;:C-st :::i.:-:ht

W-?

did~'~ ~et ~s~,

::.ad a big rainstorm,
~

so di1r: 1 t

the next day was fine.

~~oak -- then 2truck back for the bay.

see any boar.,

We

~ed breakfast by the

We stopped a queer old

stage ~:: sech fu'1d the dr•iver thought we we:r~ holdlng him up, so we
clirr-..bed in s.nd had a ride the whole way to the boats at Bardyae .
-- then ::-,c-,.,-ed six miles home.

Alot of po:c-~oises were jumping

arour:.1 us so Du::1away & Magee po-pped a.ways_:; them while I mana~ed
the boat -- but couldn 1 t hit them.

rifles & arr!CTiunition.

1·le have YJ.rkish

~

line made of barbed wire.

awful racket ar'."lund the ca.'11p.
sin~ for us at ni~ht.

Austrian

The corn!11.a.nder got a 1 ot for protectin_g the

camp, -~ we have r'lrills, target practice, er,c.
guns ,

-°-c

Also have machine

At ni2~t the jackals make an

Nightingales e.re plentiful too and

Everybody thinks t~is is a wonrterful coun-

try -- and peo?le who have been a.round e. ;;:ood bit say it is the

IOS
prettiest place they knm•r of anyi..rhere.
a meeting.

Hope everybody is well.

I 1 m feeling fine.

me to J"ack & Morris & the whole crowd.
improving.

Must close now

?,c

go to

Remember

Hope the dyes are still

Love to all from

Stanley.

*
To Stuart Kerr
Lancaster, Pennsylvania·

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr

IOl,

Belemedick, on the Bagdad R. R.

May 8, 1919.

Dear Family,
You I d laugh if you could see me now.

I I m lying on a pile of

boxes within two feet of the roof of a box cRr, stranded near the

mouth of t:1.1.e big tunnel thru the 'raurus "'Its., near Bos2nti.

It

just seems as if I 1 d been living in a fairy-tale this last weak,

-~ now itJs g;e tti.n;:i; even more interesting than f2.1ry t2.les.

If I

get sta~tei writing all about it, this letter will be a reRular

bock, but you don 1 t need to read it all.
Pir2t I'll tell yo;J.. where I am, & next how it hapnened.
was

A

j 1.1st tell inp: all about his experiences

in ial22~!~e, s~ys the ville~e near us is Belemedick, And that
ws
yo~

"'::-'f:

~0~

I:as.:--- : ·.---_e "::iiR: tun..YJ.el the Germans built t;hru the Taurus.
1

~

But

fi~j these ulaces on the map, as-they were all built

1..ji -::~·:i ~.:. ~he 1 ·f:: 3-=: fo 11r~ ye21.rs.

The GermR.ns j11s t f inj_ she cl the tunnel

stice Ya3 signed an~ the British took over.

So now we are in a

narrow ~or~e with mountains on all four sides, ~noway out except b y ~he tunnel or a climb 1bver the tonn
- , which isn't any

cinch, es all fo~r of them a~e snow capped~ one of them in the
clouds.

Thi s is how i t h8.ppened.

A party of us were en route

to Aleono and this mornin~ the British

F.J.O.

at this station ~e-

cided there were too many cars on the train, so cut it in two,
l eavin~ three of our ba~r.:ag:e cars here.

Dr. La.mbed who is in

charge of our little party therefore told Snyder & me to stay

with the cars,

~

threw off blankets~ food for a few days.

Our

car has not more than three squR.re feet of floor space, so we are
sleeping on ton the boxes.

The "torri..my'' told us we would be lucky

I01
if we get out of here before three days.

The next train comes thru

on the 10th but may not be able to take us along.

So we are hoboes

for the present & are going to have a grand time climbing one of'
these snow capped mountains .
The last time I wrote home I expected to go to the Caucas-us,
but the Co:mmissio ners decided that although the need there was great,
it was unwise to send reinforcem ents.

So instearl of' the Caucasus

I climbed on a tractor and drove it with a plow to a farm at the
end of the Gulf of Ismid.

It was an all day trip, & quite exciting,

as the !'oa.d. took us over fords and thru funny little towns, where
the tractor was a sort of circus parade.
along~

~:::=-

We plc~,; -e .-:

It

A nati~e mechanic went

t:ie 'Z\1:rki sh govern,'71.ent sent a Turk soldier, too, as guard.
<?c

-...:ss ~::::.s

few ::i9.ys, slee"9ing at I smid with an Armenian family.

of ::---:..~~, & even the Turkish sold:Ler had a good time.

He we -..:.:.. d. :,.el:, r:.:::1 the plow while I ran the tractor, or else amuse
himsc:~ 3hootin~ ~t fish in a brook.
gra:-r..

f::-c~

a little after
11

Homrnes

saying I was to leave for Alepno, so a truck came

Der:L::::.-::je

& too~-: _::;.-,~ -02cL t8

40·1••

Then one evening I had a tele-

the warehouse s.

We left Derindje Saturday night

:Iidnight -- 13 of us

I rlon 1 t see how

40

in two box cars marked

men ever slept in one car.

Only

four of us we~e men, so it was quite a mathemati cal problem to provide slceuin~ quarters, but it was finally solved with curtains.
We :ha.d cots ,x: ell the discomfor ts of home.

Besir!.es the two sleep-

ing cars there were four ba.i;;;gage ca.rs, a kitchen ce.r and a flat car
with the delouser on it, which we used as a sort of observatio n car.
I could write a whole chapter on "seeing Turkey from a Delouser."
It was lots of' fun.

When we woke, Sunday morning, the train was

passing thru biP.; mulberry plantation s i-.rhere they produce milk.
we passed Biledchek , the

11

Belokoma" of' the Byzantian s.

Then

The country

108
is beauti ful.

I ·never saw so many wild flower s.

There are just

million s of red poppie s everyw here -- wild yellow roses & hundre ds
6f things none of us knew.

At Eskich ahir the train stopped three

hours, so we did the town.

Saw a couple of mosque s, and watche d

some men carving mE;'lerschaum-- this is the center of the meersch aum
distri ct. I

Later in the evening we passed thru the reP.:ion where the

Phrygi ans used to live -- and saw lots of their old cave dwellin gs,
cut ri~ht out.of the rock.

?·1.::md.ay mornin g we were going thru a flat country -- on top the
Anatolia..:.'!. plateau , and sa.w our first mirage s.

Lakes's eemed to be

ahes.d of us all the time 1 but we couldn 1 t get to them.
A7:i :ic:-.:is. I ~n:!.nk the British ers put one over on us..
we cc~:l -==-~'

day.

?~~~

~

;::,:i

o.:-::. f'or two ,-iA.ys,

so~~:~i~~

so we ha.d to han~ around till Wednes -

one of them said we think they were so re-

joice~ to see s~~e ~~erica n girls that they kept us there.
cn~~s· ~i~ stu~~ ~o the sirls.

.had ~n

~~~,1~n

They said

They

The first evenin~ they had a party

cr~hes tra, eats, etc.

An Itali~n troops hip had

landed aGcut a ~~ousa nd ItRlian s at Derind je a few weeks ago, & they

a:r,e al ·1 in :·~c)ni a no-r....:.t so their comn1and er was e. t the pari~y, & came

to dinner in our box car the next day.
and Englis:--.c officer s..

is the same s.s IconiUM

For supper we had 6hicken

We rlid some sightse ein~ here, too.
the Bible.

In

Konia

It is a queer old city.

A few of us went thru the mosque of the Dervis hes -- the one here

is the ·:1.ead of the Dervis hes
& inlaid work,

f-

old tombs., etc.

It was wonder ful -- beauti ful rugs

We all ha:d to take our shoes off

outside but we didn't care how many holes we had in our stockin gs.

The 1"'.rmen ian who wRs our ;,:uide told us all his experie nces , showed
us a st:r-eet ·D averi with stone taken from an Armeni an· church the
Turks destroy ed, prison s where he had been kept,

told us how he

10~
escap ed, etc.

We ~·rent thru. the bazaa r

~

p:ot a few souve nirs.

I

found an old brass pestle in a junk shop -- perhap s old ~eber
used
it w:1.en he was a chemi st a.round here.
T'wo of our fellow s 11 pinche d. 11
carbu retors from wreck ed l}erma n cars here for souve nirs . You
see
Germa n trucks & war m8_te rial wreck ed all around .
On Weo.nes<lay we ~ot off again & reache rl Ere~l i in the afternoon -- took a walk thru the town~ - had a soda -- the first in
Tur~e y.

2regl i is tl:ie ancien t Rerak leia, whate ver that is·.

Leav-

ing 2regl i we had a wonde rful trip up into the Tauru s range.

They

nut t wo sngine s on and kept going up ~rade till we were nearly
a
mile ebo ve see. level, et Ull u Kushl a.

'rhat is where the uni ts for

:Sivas 2-:-~ i ·js e s s.r e 2 0:et of'f to strike off across the countr y by
tr'.lc !: s .

?·::,,:,:-~!

t :: -s ?'e a few of us rode on the delou ser and passed thru.

the ;-c::-5:. ;,;:-:: r:.~ s- :---:'-.:.l

-:ini of scener y

by moonli ,rrht -- P.:reat snow cov-

we el~-::, i:: bd. t .'.J strG.dd le the river below us.

t""'e'?
di; d •
u
,'j
a l ly hu2~ over the rails.
for.

Some spots

I don I t

see how they

In some pl ~ces the cliffs actu-

were worth coming to Turlrny

:,;>:,. 21 2. thir:.1:: we are fort u nate to be here, espec ially now when

condi tions are so u~usu al.

It is lots more intere stfng travel ing

this way -- so:-t of camp- like, than it would be if we had all
sorts
of co~f o r ts.

As it is we have fine beds and good meals .

An Ar-

menis. n is with us a.s cook, and we think we are trsvel ing "de luxe
n
even if it is in box cars.

We don 1 t for get that we are here for re-

lief work , & not for a good time, & are anxiou s to ~et into the
real
work, but believ e in makin ~ good use of our travel ing, too. Pract
ically ever unit is in the field now & we are a.i"Tlong the la.st to
leave
Derin dje.

It has been an enorm ous job to get the variou s units off

as i's.st a.s they did.

A boet was at Derin dje when we left to t~ke

l\O
a unit to Trebi zmel, & the Si vas ,Qc C8.e sarea uni ts left probably
a few da y i aft e r we did.

Well, you just c~n•t help enjoying this

whole trip, even if it is relief work.

I wouldn' t have missed

last night's ride for any thinP.'., and they say that the next three
hrs. ride is the best yet -- three enormou s canyons.
ing two others~ myself rode on the
tive thru the tunnels
the r:iq,ht at Bozanti .

&

11

cow-cat cher 11 of the locomo-

canyons between Bozanti

Tomorrow Snyder

The Britishe rs he:>e said they would lead
&

wi1 d

here.

rfo F; s

&

here.

U'S

&

I take some picture s.

again, as there are

We are only a few miles from the Cilic~an

Gate s -~ ::he ?!"eei::; pass thru the Taurus to Tarsus.
Xerxes
many

~

~&ci~E

~

We spent

The valley we are in now is so nar·row that

the sun c:: et at four oclock.

bear

This morn-

The armies of

Alexande r all passed thru here, and they say

ja~~~es ~ere fou~ht here to defend the pasa.

s~~

On e a f t ~~ ~o st interest in~ things about our st ay in Turkey
h a s ':)ae?l -::::1e ::·c:-:':i .zn a.rmies here.

friendl y~ will 1o anything for us.

over sc2-a

ci:....

The British are all e.w.fully

They make a ~reat time even

the '.)ld crabs who e.re with us ..

The 11 to.m.:.vn.is 11 like to

tell a:oout t:heir oa.ttles , and one today certainl y fed us up on the
Palestin e ce.:mpaign under Allenby.
fuw."'1.y too i:he way he told it.
of .Rindoo . troops.

It was awfully interest ing and

Here at this little town are e.lot

The funnies t looking soldiers I 1 ve seen are the

Britishe rs who wear cork helmets and short Khaki BVD 1 s.
see an officer with his Sam Brown belt and all, on,

&

When you
then the low-

er half, you think he forzot a very essenti al part of his uniform .
At K6nia the Italian troons and some Highlan ders were very interesting..

This morning we sa.w troops from Baluchi stan.

Someborl.y had

a weddin~ arounn here this P.M. & it looked like part of Barnum &

Bailey' s.

I supuose they were Gypsies or somethin,a.: funny.

The~e

are so many camels & fun.."'1.y peoule around it feels like a circus
tent most of the time.

I can't get up an inspiration to write

I 1 ve sort of all expired over wonderful scenes.

any more

Its

Oh I forgot to say I 1 d received six letters

too dark to continue.

at once -- one from Dad written to Hotel Albert, _& one from the
It is a red letter day when a letter comes,

family to 1 Mad .. J.ve.

I certainly was glad to ge:t; them, & hope to get more

believe me.

ITll look them over and answer them if they need 'specialt

soon.

answering -- later.

I'm glad :Mrs. Headly is working on mother &

hope she has that arm workin~ O.K. soon.

2

If you get them

I 1 11 enclose another picture or two.

dyes 8.re O .. K.

1 1 11 se~t

Hope also that Stuart's

lot, so let me kr.ow.

S::i:y ·:.-s:-- 1 s 2-2tti:n9; suppe:i:: for us two hoboes & I've a candle now
so h~ ::>'S- ;:ce.2 ~:.::..l sunner . is ready.

We had "bully beef" & ce.nned

corn, ·:i:rsa'.1 -& 0:.:tter- & coffee for dinner -- cooked over a little

fire :rii ~:.-1 rai::;_.
the Tcha~yt

..i

maal-

?here is a regular chorus of frogs & crickets from

~i v er near us,

so we will have an orchestra with our

~

;;Y

-3:..::;n:,er; s served,

so bye bye.

Stuart~ 0a~ion -- Scow

Love to all -- -Nether Dad

the Adamses, and all the crowd,
Stanley

May 9, 1919.
Still in the box car.

Just cooked 6ur supper & washed the dish-

es, so might as well write about what happened today.

Snyder and I

hiked to the top of one of the mountains today -- or·as near the
top as you can get without ropes.
climbers, now.

I have more re.spect for mountain

'l'he one we tackled is a huge lime stone cliff, t~e

top somewhere between a mile and a mile & a half above sea level.
It rained and hailed about every half hour so we had to crawl in

caves or put up a poncho for a shelter, but finally got as high as

I fj
we could.
us ..

Even then there was. a straigh t bare cliff towerin g over

You get a wonder ful view of the mounta ins from the top, which

made :it worth while climbin g as fa,r as we did.,.

We found

severa l

caves and in one we got a lot of stalac tites and staJ.;agm i tes.

animal s app,g_rently lived there but we did.n t t see them.

·so:ne

Coming

home in the evening we used the bed of a dried up stream for our
path and had a mighty swift descen t. In one place we slid down a
smooth JO ft. rock where there had been a waterf all.

Tne whole

slope ~....;as about 60' so you · .can ima.gin e what a job we had.

Got some

fine pictur es, had plenty of exerci se, & a good dinner under our

poncho while it hc..iled .

Tomorro w we are suppose d to go on to AdHna.

If we st2~:- :;here long I 1 11 run down to Tarsus
rp;,,,, -:,";-: ~: !:> ::,eople .s.re having

We c::o"".

-:--,.e:-s::--·

s.

,:::.:1-:.:.."'?.

i .n t e:-.. e~·::.n.:.~ ~pla..0-s ~

River ;-~-e::-·-::·,

see Mr. Melkon gan,.

some sort of a

and some mighty weird music.

11

pa.rty" tonigh t.

This is a. real

They a. re build.in g a. bridge over tr1e Tsha.ky t

~: Fr::: still workin g on the big tunnel .

the :~i 7 e:- today I nearly had a spill.
b!'ids- s ·':.: ,-..,.,"1 ::-,1

c;i'...-

missed -~ a.-i-:;king.
this with

?~

~~e

Crossin g over

We crossed on a small plank

floated away as I stepT1e d on it, so I just
Well, must close ', ; go to bed now..

British q.J.O. in the mornin g.

I 1 11 mail

Love to all, from
Stanle y.

To the family of ,Ja:.-r1es R. Kerr

Darby, Pennsy lvania

Stanley Ee Kerr Collec tion
Proper ty of' Susan E. Kerr
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Aleppo, · Turkey1

25, 1919.

:May

Dear Mother,
This is a fine Sunday morning in Aleppo, and just right ' for
writing letters.

.One came two days ago for me from the family --

written on March 13, containing letters from you & Marion & Dad.
It is always a great occasion here when mail comes from America.
I c an 1 t keep track of the m.L"llber of the letters I write., but I
wro·te on-a home from Belemedic k, and I think one from Meiden-Ekb P-se.
In ca.se I didn 1 t write from the last place, I 1 ll just say that

Snyder ·~ I had a fine trip from Belemedic k thru the Taurus tunnels
on the ::":-'G::1: of the engine, and down to Adana, where we caught up

with t:he :-est of our party, and left early the next morning for
Aleppo.

At

so I wa~

~~~

a~~~3
c~~

3 ?.M. we discovered one of our cars
~i~n my suitcase at Airan

"Butts:r'7..i ll:n) :-::, ½o back & look for it.

WAS

missin~,

(translate d it means

The British officer ther•e

in ch.s.:' 0 e of tr:s 2indoo troops g2.ve me a bed and some Hindoo blan..,.

kets

odors) and treated me like a prince.·

We w<mt

mule bs.c~: T'ler the fr,ountai ns waiting for the next train.

But the

next :nor::1in;;:: the train brought the missing car along, so

I jumped

on an empty flat car and went as far as the train did

to a lit-

tle town (?) called 1\foiden-Ek bese

station.

composed of one house -- the

A 3ritish officer & his batman took me in & fed me for

two days till. the next train crune along.,

He was a Scot & told me

some wild stories of his . war experienc es in France & PRlestine .

The train came along in t'ime to save me from a young massacre -as the Kurds in the hills ·sent word down that afternoon tha.t if the
Turk station master hadn 1 t pulled out that evening they were corning down to cut his throat.

The two Britisher s were getting their

firearms in working order, but had only 16 cartridge s.

I don't

H5
know whethe r I missed anythin g or not.

Aleppo about midnig ht,

&

The train brough t me to

I had a fine ( ·?) time driving around the

city lookin g for the A .. C.R.N. E., but finally found the Red Cross.

I 1 ve been living in a big Britis h Army tent since then, eat at the
Rad Cros s ,

&

work in the labora tory across the street .

I have a job t h at is more or less perman ent,

&

At last

it feels good to

be in a ~lace where you can see actual relief work ~oing on.
is on the edge of the desert ,

>':e

Aleppo

most of the refuge es come thru

here, so there is a tremen dous work to be done.

At presen t the

A.C.R. ::J . 3 . & the 'ied Gross are workin g top;eth er, but soon the A.C.R. N.E.
is to t e.'.rn over all the relief work in 'I'urkey . Just now we have
in Ale~-;o s. big orphan age -:,.Ji th about 1200 orphan s in it, two hospitals on

~~e

way, a big barrac ks for the refug~ es as they come in

peopl e , a :-e:-:.i.ge h:::,me for the girls taken from Turkis h & Arab homes,
etc,

ance~

T':.:e y
Cr:s

of

2.re all given clothin g \: blanke ts & a small allow-

0:.1:--

women has about a hundre d AT'menian women makinp;

mattre s s-=-~ :~ clothi n.~, a lot of !11en are employ ed build~ing road:s &;.

sewers , -::c ~=iey are trying to start some sort of indust ry to e::nploy
the refu€a es.

One departm ent has the job of getting Armeni an girls

out of the hereem s

&

that proves to be very excitin g.

The Aleppo

d.is:;ri ct includ es Harash , l'Jfardin , Adana, Aintab , & northe rn Syria
.
...
i n genera. L,

es n~w.

so there are hospita .ls & relief units in all these plac-

It took along time to get everyth ing on the way on accoun t

of transp ortatio n & unsett led condit ions,-b ut every unit is established now, except Sivas, Caesr-<re9., &: Harpoo t, which can't be

reached until the British extend their mi:iita ry contro l there.

The

Si vas & Ga.es are a uni ts went to the Caucas us tempor arily, as conrU-

tions there were very bad.

'"'
The refugees are still coming in & have terrible tales to

tell.,
Dr. Laxnbert says that I am to stay here about two months, &
then perhaps will be sent out to take char~e of one of the laboratories. · \1hen I came here the

11

laboratory:r consisted of three rooms

I'illed with boxes & bales, & one windowsill with a microscope on
The person in charge (a woman) had to go away for three days,

it.

so with the aid of a gang of "haI11als II I cleaned out the bales &
unpacked the boxes., & now we have everything working, except running ws.ter,.

None of the chemical apparatus is here yet, but has

probably come to Derindje from Axnerica by this time.
1ll e-o~o is

B. .f"ine

st2.!1ti.::-a:.:;-le s.s

bac'i.

:J7B:'

200

f.?_:-y:-·.3.

ul ac e -- a. much more modern city than c·on-

a3 streets

-"s::

cleanliness is concerned.

5.C., & looks it~

It dates

In the center of the town

thF3re is a big ~"r!ound with a castle on it.

We went thru it last

wee~~~ Eedjaz (?) soldier showed us the old dungeons & wells~
It ws_s o•.iil t lo:-!::z before the Crusaders were here.

I got some old

::.:: a young cannon ball for souvenirs.
here are great.

The bazaars

If you could drop from Darby into the bazaars you 1 d

think y-::Ju were in a sort of "Arabian Knight 11 dreame

There are

miles & :niles of little shops about 6 x 10 ft~ with the .Arabs
squatted on the floor, & the most wonderful silks, head-dresses ,

spices, & everything under the sun.
ferent from Constantinop le, toO.

or Hedjaz {?).

1he costumes here are so dif-

Most of the 1=>eople here are Arabs

The Arabs wear a sort of gown, & the Hedjaz people

wear a silk cloth on the head, bound with a peculiar cord.
think that 1 1 11 invest in a costume or two.

In

I

the bazaars some

times you h:;i.ve to crowd af:;ainst the wall to let a ca!llel train r;o
by,

or

perhaps a little donkey about 3 ft. high with a Turk or Arab

111
aboard. .

seene

This is about the most interesting

8,e

oriental place I tve

It 1 s lots of f~n bargaining for anything.

They don't ex-

pect to sell a.t the first price, so it is quite a g~-rne knockin_q:
down the prices.
gain with~

The little Turkish I can talk is enough

Let me .know what sort of things you want.

to bar-

Hugs are

almost out of the question, as · the Germans took all the good ones,
&

there are lots of fakes here, & everything is expensivee

Sny-

der ?<: I apparently were the first Americans to go thru the old brass

section of' the bazaar, & had any number of old brass dinner pails,
candlesticks etce offered us, but we didn 1 t see anything really
nice.

rrhe native silks are good.

But if I come home with a lot

of junk d on't blame me,.
Did :

ago?

te l l yoµ that Mr .• Eme-rick died here about three we2ks

Ee ~ad jus t come from-Derindj e in charge of the unit to Ma~

din, & died in Aleppo, of Spanish influenza.

ary or teacher in Me.rdin before the war.

He had been a mission-

He is buried in Beirut.

"All the rest of t .i.1.e party here are well & happy.

The organization

runs like clock work & no one crabbing, the way some did at Derindje.

We get fine meals, cooked by natives.

There is plenty of

food here, fresh vegetables, meat, fruits & nuts.

Everything is

cooked% served as nicely as in a New York hotele
Next Sunday I may go over to the Euphrates where the British
were excavating an old Hittite city~
back I\fonday morning.

We would go Sat. nisz;ht & con1e

No more news that I can think of.

very nice time last night.

We had a

Major Trowbridge & his wife invited us

to a little party at their home.

It. is really the home of a

:PF.l-

tive Armenian who was deported, & asked the Major to live in it.
The house is furnished with wonderful rugs & f'urniture.
was telling of an experience he had not long ago.,

The Major

He was r i ding

along a road and saw the glint_ of a rifle in the bushes, so stopned
& said:

rrsaide" several times.

When a person doesn 1 t answer this

salli-ts.tion it means he is not a friend.

So Trowbridge unhitched

his shotgun, & then the man in the bushes called out in Arabic,
"I'm not after you.

G-o away."

Trowbridge wanted to know what he

was doing there, so the bandit, said:

11

0h., you are one· of those·

Americans that car~'.'ie.s a watch worth four shillings.

Go on.

just waiting for a fat Greek with three hundred pounds.

11

I'm

rf'hen ·· he

apologized & ss.id he knew· it was not the ".s.eason" for banditting
but he wanted this Greelc.

So the ;vfajor went on & let him alone.

I 1 ve been mighty glad I bought that ~un in Phila., not bBcause
I 1 ve had to use it, but there have been lots of times when we

might

.'19-V -3

ha'.l to use guns.

More than once at Airan when we were

going h:·:".,:; a.fvs:' sup"'.Jer the British of'ficer would say rrPull out
your g-ins when ;.;s go past this place.

11

]>J.nnaway .s.: I saw an interesting thing two nights ago.
gone to bed in the tent.,.
off.

?.:

We had

heard a drum & a lot of shouting away

We tho 11ght it might be the Arabian prince arriving so got

dressed & hunted up the noise.3 It led us out beyond the edge of

the town, & finally we found a crowd of natives having a dance on
the edge of a Turkish graveyard.

They had dru.11s & all carried

torches & were singing something weird.
was part of the chorus.

The shouting we had heRrd

I don't know what it was.

been a funeral, or perhaps just a native dance.

It may have

We were on the

edge of the graveyard watching it when three Hedjaz soldiers came
up behind us

~

called "Saide'r.

Luckily JU.nawa.y knew wh2t it meant

· and gave the prooer reply, meaning we were friends.

So they ca__rne

up and talked (?) a while, altho we didn 1 t know what they said.
They have a picturesque unifor!ll, a helmet .with a spike like the

II~
Germa ns, & under it the silk cloth with tasse ls hangin g down the
be.ck.

The Indian lance rs are fine lookin g soldie rs, too.
mount ed,

~

They are

with their turban s, long lance s, & great big swords

they look rathe r fierce .

There are a lot of Britis h here, too.

One of the~ told me that they are going to mount machi ne ~uns in
conve nient places in the city when the Arabia n pr·i nce arrive
s,
as they are suspic i.01is of anoth er massa cre, like the one· last
Feb-

ruary , when the Turks put one over on them.

When the Britis h com-

mande r ordere d the c.aval ry out, they found the horses were all
out
being watere d, & auite a few Armen ians were killed or wound e~ before the j ~0 o p s arrive d.
~us ~ cl~s e n ow~ go to dinne r.
= ::':

3·J:--:>;t ~,: :?-:>i o:n was s:i.ck & misse d so much schoo l.

Hope evey-

body is Ae ll 2,~ s.::.n . a n d th8t your P, rm k neck nre loosen ing
up prope r-

l y.

'. ,is <: i :;

t:::.~; t 2,u to ride that starte d the troub le?

Mrs. Headly

will
I f :,. ;:;:.;. -,,,2.n;, to · ,3end me anythi ng send some Li bra.ry Diges ts.

Last nigh j t ~o peges of a New York Ti~es two month s old was
read
by every bojy ?!'.""es ent.

We don 1 t get any nev-rs ·at all from .Ameri ca,.

Give my r e.za::~ds to everyb ody & tell anybod y thRt asks why
I don I t
write that ~s don 1 t hqve any time & no decen t place to write
now,
but when things get to be more of a routin e there will be
more

time.

Did I tell you that I met an Armen ian (in the French army)
who ha.d studie d under Mr. 'M elkony an at St. Paul 1 .s Instit ute.
sqid he_ was still there~

T1,,o of our girls, Miss Eldred &: Hiss

Gettin .gs are doin~ fine woI'k there acc-or ding; to repor ts.

close.

Loads of love to all the family ,

from
Stanle y.

Must

He

/lO

To Mrs. Jarnes ll. Kerr

Darby 7 Pennsy lvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collec tion
Proper ty of Susan E. Kerr

~ll
Aleppo, Syria.
June 15, 1 919.
Dear Stu art,
Looking back over my diary the only thing I can find written
up for the la.st month is the fact that I wrote a letter home on
May

25 --

so it is time to start.

Perhaps I never acknowledR :ed

letters from home -- if not -- I received the letters written Apr.
1, Mar. 27, Apr. 10, &15th, etc.

They usually come in bunches

when a courier comes from Constanti nople.
yet but we hear they are in Derindje.

The package hasn't come

I 1 11 be glad to get it.

Films are expensive here, ~o if you could send me a dozen rolls
later o:i-:::: (!har;;::'3 it to my account at home I'd be rnuch obliged.
I 1 ve hsi

~~e

j~j ot trying out a Graflex here and have taken a

nu.c'n.ber :.f p::..c:.::·:..:::=s but they weren't a.specially gooda

good ones soon~

I 1 11 get some

as I 1 m sort of semi official photograp her here,

for ':::e 3s.ke of :_:·J.bl icity ..

Aleppo is a sort of photograp hers gar-

den c±' :;,:::&::: -- -;:;n.ere are such unusual scenes everywhere .Arabian ;,r-ince,

The

-- the son of the Shereef of ~~reca, ca..'1'.le to Aleppo

a few dsys &go ~nd there was some time -- narades & street dances,
a generf:.l holiday, etc ..

I got a few pictures of the crowd & some

of the Arab soldiers ·doing the

goosestep .

our headcuart ers the next day.

Last night I happened to go ~ast

'rhe prince called at

the station·& found the ArBb cavalry drawn un there, ~:; someone said

the prince had g;one,.
letters.

Tonay is Sunday&: quite hot so I 1 m writing

So far the weather has been very pleasant:

cool in the

evenings & hot in the middle of the day, but no humidity.

The

glare of the sun is terrible, as everything is white -- white lime-

stone buildings , limestone streets, etc.

Our working hours change

tomorrow -- breakfast at 6.30, stop work at midday till four

Ill
oclock, then work in the evening.

I

1

ve been very busy lately.

After getting the laborator y all set up and working I was given
the job of opening a dispensar y in an old church, so had a gang
of carpenter s, whitewash ers
They opened two days ago.

&

scrubbers at work for two weeks.

Another hospitil will open s6on at the

barracks, ·where there are six thousand refugees.

The labora.tor y

•
I
takes care of the work from the dispensar
y, the
barracks, the

girls

home & all outside cases, bes:ldes makin~ media for

all the labs within a hun·d:red miles or so.

You people at home

probably can tell one more about what is being done in other parts
of Turkey, as we get practical ly no news ..

A letter from the Cau-

casus a few days ago said that one girl -- Miss Farringto n, was
responsib le fo::> 28~000 orphans.

There is some typhus up there.
at Erivan.
One of ·:r..:--:·, :nu:-~s3~ Miss Wincheste r died of typhus H few weeks a.r:t.OA
In Bei~ut one o~ the Red Cross captains went over a cliff in a

machine and was killed, & the daughter of · the American consul of
Constanti nople, who was in the car, is reported to have died also.

But here in .Aleppo
parently

there isn 1 t any sort of danger of disease, ap-

unless it is Alenpo:·

11

buttons 11 or sores.

Don't get the impressio n that we are suffering hardship.

One

of the doctors said one day -- "This giving relief is great .business."

Here is a list of some of our comforts:

Pine hospltal

beds to sleep on, un~er mosquito netting, plenty of ~ood food, wellcooked (altho vegetable marrow

&

rice

&

lentil

S01..lp

&

fresh aprl-

cots get monotonou s when you r:;et them all the time); . so many natl ves a.round wei ting for something to do that you can't brush your
own shoe::i.
your eyes,

In fact when you wash your face, if you get soap in
just leave them shut

drops in them.
scrubs

&

&

hold out your hand --

&

a towel

When you want a bath, go to a bath house.

A ~urk

sc~ubs you then po'..lrs boiling water on by the bucketful l

113
& if you holler "Chok sij8.k1 n the grunts "Sijak eji 11 & throws more

on.1 Then you roll up in Turkish towels for half an hour while a
boy combs your hair, cuts your nails (& toenails ) , brings you oranges, etc.

The Romans weren 1 t in it when it ca,.-ne ·to luxuries like

I moved out of my big tent two days ago Fe, a..m living with

these.

Duri..1"'1.away in a room in a house "doi;.m town!'.

Dunnaway has the interesting job of rescuing fair maids from

fierce ArB.bs, & has quite· a collection.
home,

~

They are put in a refug;e

treated if diseased, as most of them are, & later given

emnloyment.

For employment the Red Cross & the A.C.R.N.E. have a

road buildin;;; gang of 600, many of them. husky women, a sewing de1 ..... "
partme!lt o.i. .,_bu
rua,<.1.n!:2: mavuresses, cloths, etc., a weaving place,
J;,

~

.L.L..

knitting i e~b~cid~ry for girls, lots of carpentering etc., etc.
I haven 1 t ~sard from Melkonyan yet.

Fridy went to Tarsus

from Adana on a motorcycle one day, but was there on business.
the way he had a fun:1y accident.

He was going: about l+o/per when

a boy tried to lead a little donkey across the road.
the donkey broadside,

9<:

On

"Pridy hit

when he looked around found himself in a

ditch, the donkey across the road on his back, & the machine mBking
circles arounrl the road..

?ridy stop·9ed the me.chine & ba.wled the

boy out in good Americg_n,. & the boy turned the donkey over & p8cked
it up 7 got on & rode off.

The handlebars~ headlight of the cycle

were slightly bent~
About a week later in ti.dB.na a boy ran in front of the same
cycle~ the side car knoc~ed him down.

Fridy turned the machine

around & started back to see if he had hurt the kid, but the kid
was so scared he thought the machine was after him again & b~at it
as ha~d as he could ~o.

Will try & read over the letters from home~ answer all

12.4
questions in a few days.

Would like to see you all.

I 1 m glad

Mrs. Headly is makinp; things loosen up in Mother ' s a.rm..

HoDe

Marion isn 1 t studying too hard &: Da.d working too hard. · How is
the dye business · in Lancaster?

I bought some silk for anybody

that wants it for shirts or skirts.
of love to all.

Anything anybody wants?

Loads

I 1 m perfectly well & hope the whole family is~

Regards to the Adams Be Darby in general
Stanley

To Stuart

Kerr

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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questions in a few dBys,.

Woul.d like to see you all.

I 1 m glad

Mrs. Headly is '!TI.akinr.; things loosen up in Mother's arm.
Marion isn 1 t

studying too hard & Dad working too hard.

the dye business in Lancaster ?

How is

I bo'1ght some silk for anybody

that wants it for shirts or skirts.
of love to all.

Hope

Anything anybody wants?

Loads

1 1 m perfectly well & hope the whole family is.

Regards to the A1ams & Darby in general
· stanley

To Stuart

Kerr

LRncaster 1 Pennsylva nia

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr

11.f
P.S. Later: -- Went to the British Y.H.C.A . for church & heard a

Rev. Boyd of New J~rsey , preach .

Do you know him?

He seems to be

with the Britis h forces .

Ale~'.lpO,

Syria
June 22, 1919.

Dear FB. m.ily,

Just had dinner and have found a real cool spot to write.
is a hot day, but so little hu.':lidi ty that I don I t mind its
wrote last week.

Hope you get my letter s all right.

It

I

This wee.k.

hasn 1 t been very excitin g here, but wasn 1 t at all monoto nous.

The

lab work is pro:;:re ssing very well & keeps one fairly busy, and there
is enoug~ othe~ work to keep a fellow ~oing all the time.

Just

imagin s ~-;:a res:;'.:.i ng Armeni an girls from Arab homes, for exampl e.

I helned ,i:;:et a c::mple a few days ago, & found it a rR_ther intere st-

ing jo":J.
~:l

The relief work is a sort of routine now and everyon e has

defini :;e job.

They are stFJrtin g: var·iou s formR of indust rial re-

lief nowr --- we2-vins1.:, road makinc~ , embroi dery, ;~ 1nany others .

haven I t !"', eard wh.s. t is goin_i!- on in other parts of Turkey~

I

',>le p.:et

practi cally no news at all.
'I'r~is mornin g being Sunrlay t a few of us went to the ttp;reat

mosquer t -- C8.lled. the 1'1osque of Zachar ius~
tal{e off our shoes, but it

WAS

Of course we had to

woy,th the trouble p ·

Zachr-_i_rius

is

sup'::'os ed to be buried there, _and his coffin has a nice little

roo~ to i~self , with beauti ful rugs, and inlaid walls.

We strolle d

aro und the old city walls, and got into the fortifi cation s in one
place.

There are a lot of old carving s & inscrip tions

places which are suppos ed to be Hittite .

Yeater~ ay evenin~ a

Britis h office r and I took a c?rraig e out into the countr y with
our shot~u ns,

expect in~ to bring back a lot of pigeon s , but we saw

only a few and

P.;Ot

only one.

We had a good time and saw some in-

terestin g things -- the natives thra.shin g wheat by hand.

They

first make a big pile of _the wheat and then drive around the pile
with a sort of disk har:,:-,ow to cut up the straw, then throw that up
in the air,

so the wind separ.g tes the grain & the '' c·haff 11 •

This afternoo n one or two of us are going to call on Mr. &
Mrs. J~ckson, tha American consul & his wife.

I met them a few

evening s ago at a party given by the British officers .
quite a fancy affair -- at least for Aleppo.

It was

Sever9.l British

general s were there and some of the native Syrian men & women.

We

don't see much of the native women as they stay at home all the
ti:ne, b,.1t this affeir allowed us to get a look at some of them.,
They try -;:;o be real Prenchy· in dress and manners but don't have
much ·11pe-;:-, "1 •

I ~,anted to climb a minaret a few days ago to get a

picture of' the city, but the old Arab said I couldn 1 t go up, because if I did I would see the A.rab women without their veils in
the hous e below.

I told him thet I didn 1 t mind, RS that was a

com.vnon s1ght in l\meri ca, but he said these weren I t
So I didn 1 t get up the minaret .

A.merl can girls.

No more news, so must close.

I 1 ve written so few letters lately that nobody will WRnt to
to me •. Hooe you are all well.
cold or an.ythirn~ ..
etc.

all the house.

~~

I 1 m in ~ood shape -- no hayfeve r,

Am p:etting fat on rice, yaou:i:•t,

No c:)lace to swim,

i"-c

write

Apricots , dates,

no bathtub are my only worries .

Love to

enclosin g acouple of picture s.
Stanley

*
To the family of Jfu~es R. Kerr
Darby, Pennsyl vania

Stanley E. Kerr Collecti on
Property of Susan E. Kerr

/l.7
Aleppo, Syria.
June 29, 1919.
Dear Mother,

Today is a scorcher, but I guess I c a n write a short letter.

All the America ns say they never f elt such heat, but this house is
quite cool.

Just now I•m living in the house of Dr. Altoonian,

the Armenian representativ e 2.t the peace conferenc.e.
the Ame ricans to occuoy it while he

W8. s

He ·wanted

away, and as the :Major who

was s~aying here went away, Dunnaway & I were fortunate enough
get n9 r s.

to

It is a wonderful old house, full of old Persian &

Turkis~ ::>ugs, & all the comforts you could want, including a bath

tub.

J.. "Gs

c ane -::,~ci.:

-c.:::e
:3_

::i ~st

I 1 ve seen in Turkey.

:'e~... ":._ours a g o

Major Trowbridge just

so Dun..11awe.y & I will move out a g ain.

Tb. e :-::2:-::.:- 2ss ::= ~:-: awa y f o r a cou9l e of weeks to Der Elzor

on

t he .:::.· .-1.p;_-:re.tes -:,_:-.7i~g to take Armenian girls from Arabs, but with
r a th,?:e :::::_ s e.p-:Jci:-. ":ing resul b;.

Only one of the 30 was willing to

co::1B1 -:::.e ::--est 2.ll said they wished to remain Moslems.

t h e.s w? -:-·e c:nl ~r :cb ~1J.t

Most of

eleven or twelve yrs. old when taken and now

don: t w 2.:::t to lei:;ve their children & Mohammedn.n friends. · The major discovered o!.le little boy in a dirty _Arab villa ~ e an<'! brought

him home

-x

h e turned out to be the brother of one of the servants

in his h ou se.

He is down stairs, now

than the Armenians.

&

says the Arabs Rre better

Here in Aleppo iJunnawa.y has the same trouble,

but he takes the girls whether they like it or not, & after a few
days in the Refuge Home they _are very happy.

I 1 ve been with him

on a few of his rescue parties & think he . has the most interesting

job here.

He also runs an emoloyme nt bureau, a reltef bureau for

distributing money where needed, & is now starting a fet·! industries
on the side, such as lace making, etc.

Our dispensary is running full blast, & very soon two more

/2?
hospita ls will open llere in Aleppo. The lab work is increasi ng all
the time, and it begins to look as ;L f I mi~ht be kept here in Aleppo some time.

Things . are moving pretty fast all the time.

Two or three days

ago the British had a battle with the Kurds near Urfa, & the Kurds
had about 300 casualt ies.

A cannon has been booming for over an

h0ur from the hill here in Aleppo, but I .g uess i t is the Arabs c'lle.•
.• · ,.,,
.,_
.f:'
R
.
..:i
1
b
Y' at:1.ng t-1:1e

.::<

eas" 0.1.

. a:rn:.rneuon.

The British uncovere d another plot

to resu.:.""!le Mas~acr es at Adana recently , & are on the watch all over.
Major Trcwbridge, who just came back from Der J};lzor says skulls &
bones we!' s se en everywh ere.
he en ed

..i2- -: ::.

oone s..

Tb.e

Some cave s and old building s were

native who helps me in the lab is one of

t wen~y ~..'2'2 .2:.:::, v~ ved. our of 4000 deported from Aintab to Der Elzor.
He t sl d ~s one ~s ~y interest ing thing.

The men of Zeitoun banded

t og e the ~ .~ Hbo t :; ~1.ri ty of them, and managed to keep togethe r in
0
..:.

t h e :Ile:'..:!-:.: 2.:l~s 2.l l. durin~ the war, fighting the 'T'urks,

&:

killed

I have a picture of the leader of the
b9.nd ;ic

w:.:. .l

enclose it if I can find it.,

Tvm of their band were

killed s_n i in reveng:e the rest of them wiped out a Turk village .,
One of our ~en came down from Derindge & brought some news.
Dr. Uaher & Dr. Husch are returnin g to U.S. on account of over work.
Practic ally everybod y has left DerindJe except a small staff to
te-1-rn care of' the warehou ses.
to help out there.

·A. great many more went to the Caucasus

The unit to Harpoot finally got there after

much difficu lty.
The report about the da.ughte r of the -~ merican consul e.t Constant being killed at Beirut was wrong, but she_was badly injured,
&

also the other girls.

I guess that is about all the news.

I

wish you would send me a copy of that paper put out by the AC~ NE

/2~

committee in New York.

We don't know a thing about what is goin~

on in other parts of Turkey nor in the U.S.

I heard there had been

a transatla ntic fli ght, also that peace was signed.
I got a bunch of letters two days ago including one from
Marion_, one from Moth-er, & one from Dad from Warnersv ille, & a card

fr.om StuR.rt from Lancaster .

I ws.s glad to get them, & especially

to h e ar that you & Dad took a little vacation.

Also ha.d a letter

fro m ~lliott, in whi6h he told me to address him at Darby from now
on ..

Also one from Harold Voclhel which 1111 answer as soon as

possible.

I guess people think I might write one in a while, but

it is really hard to get time to write.

Also had a letter from

The pac k?-ge hasn't come yet, but is at Derindje_,
I hear .

ii ght y or ninety c ar l oads o f supnlies Rre on the way from

Derind j':l ~o Ale;:-: o, mostly cl:othing, hospital supplies, etc.,

Ref-

ugees are still uiling in so fDst that it doesn't take lon~ to ~ive
out all ~he blan k ets & clothes in si~ht.,
Must close now.

Hope all are well & happy at home.

I was

0 ~ K. Uy to . two deys ai;;o, when some thing I ate p;ave my stomach r..n
awful kick, but it 1 s all ri~ht now & 1 1 11 go b a ck to work tomorrow.
This native food is enough to R:et anybody 1 s isoat~

For about a month

it is all right, then you get sick of the sight of rice & vegetable
marrow~

We are nlotting to either kill our cook or fire the house-

keeper~

.~ve r ybody seems to be getting fat just the same.

Glad to hear the two courts will be used this surmner.
I could hav·e a set myself..

Wish

Love to all the family, Scow, ,'f. the

Adams es _,,

froP1

Stanley
P. S.,

Was interested to hear about Dorizas being in ':. urkey.
1

He

will probably be in Aleppo soon, & Dunnaway & I will give him a

Pennsylvania party.
A Miss Schultz in our part knows Mabel Kirkpatrick & asks
to be remembered to her.
P. S. next day

She is at l'Iarasek, I think.

The cannonade was due to celebration of peace·.

To-

day sounds li:,Ce the Fourth of July.

*
To Mrs. Ja~es q_ Kerr
Darby, Pennsylvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susa.n E. Kerr
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Aleppo, Syr1a.
July 6, 1919.

It is 11 A.M. Sunday morning and I just got up -·- in f'act I I rn

just recovering from the g:lorious "Fourth", which we celebrated
here in regular Areerican style.
ever spend a more unusual
I.may run out

of

11

Personally, I d.on 1 t expect to

F'ourth" again.

It's quite a story and

stationery but here p;oes.

As I 1 ve told you before, John Dunnaway takes care of the repatriation 11

house a-':

5

work f'or Armenians.

Well, on July 4th he c81he to my

A.M., woke me and said -- "We I re going by a.uto to an

Arab villB.ge for some Armenian girls.
I got d.::,essed in a hustle and

W8.S

i-v rmt to go along? 11

Of course

on the Reo truck when it started

off -- ')·-~r~·::1awa;;, i'Iiss Shabe (A :qed Cross nurse, born in Syria, &
the:r·e fore our inte,..,"'.JI'eter) a m8.n named ?leming, who writes for
Hsrpe rs Vi<::Jgazin5-t the Armenian guide who had told B.bout the pPesence

of th-3 .four Armeni.sn

rri rl s

in the vill8.r-rn, two Arab sol die rs as

our _q:uard., ;~ I -- anti our· driver -- a Menneni te from Iowa -- named
Graber.
The t..rmenian 12:u:rde was e_ carraige driver or "arabadchit1.

On

one of his trips thru the village the Armenian girls held there had

slipped word to him of their nresence

&

asked f6~ help to ~et away.

The ms.n told us the villa~e was about half an hour's auto ride, over
a good road.

As we found out later, he was a natural born liar

in fact Fleming s2-ys The Bible should ha.ve said -- All men are

liars_,. especially the Armenians.
This was my first sight of the country around Aleppo.

As soon

as we ~ot outside the city we were 9ractic~lly in a deiert -- broad
stretches of level l9nd with out a tree or bush in si~ht, only a
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dry ~rass and sand.

The only land mArks were occasiona l Arab

villages -- the crazi e st looking affairs

big groups of cone-

sh!3.ped mud & straw huts -- reminding you of an enormous group of
big bee-hives .

'I'he natives apparently had seen few autos so we

made quite a sensation i::::oinp,: thru.
a big le.ke

up

?:r:

Finally we came in sight of

or rather what looked like a lake

it was dried

the salt which had b e en deposited shone so in the sun it

loo k ed like water -- the .,\ rabs call it the Salt Lake.

Our guide

kept saying the villag e was just a little farther on.

Finally

the road ~ot so bad we hed to walk ahead of the machine & throw
rocks aside.

After about ten miles of this we stopped for water

at the t e nt of a Bedouin, who told us we were on the wrong road.
The 3edo ·~ in wa~ a picturesqu e fellow & very obli~in~ -- he insisted on fs e ding ~s buttermil k, etc.
least ::;en miles

·~~

Well, we retraced our steps Rt

then by inquiring every time we passed an Ar•ab

on his ca~el or donkey we fin a lly g ot started in the right direc-

tion~

'l'hi s time we p.:ot down on the edp;e of the lalrn & found the

salt made a fine road.

We had passed camel tr a ins & big caravans

headed for Aleppo up to now, ii.: now not a soul any-where.
drive of sixty-mile s

After a

(instead of our uhalf-hou rs journeyir we

caine · in sight of our vills.ge -- nJabal Ali rt

--

another of these

collection s of cor..e shB.p ed !llud houses, with one big black tent like
those of the Bedouins.

We st6pped the machine in front of what

was e.p~,arentl y the home of the Sheikh & then the fun started.

The

whole village was soon around us.

~he guide led the way to the
1
big tent _..;. ·which seemed to be a sort · of ha.ree.~.:..
( as someone explaine d later) and nointed to two of the women~ said those were
the Armenians .

One big Arab woman hu s tled him out of the tent so

fast & with so much eloquence he didn 1 t get a chance to protest.

/33
She started the excitem ent, & everybod y started in to cuss the
whole crowd of us.
f'yellow streak 11 •

The two Arab soldiers began to show a bi~
They took Dunaway & Miss Shabe aside & said we

would all be massacre d if we attempte d to take the girls.

After

much powpow:i.ng with the crowd it turned out the Sheikh was in another villai2;e 8c no one else would even listen to an argumen t -- all
they would say was
girls.

11

"The Sheik is away, you must not take the

The two Arab soldiers refused to do a thing.

decided on a little strategy .

Finally we

We were to get in the machine as

tho abo~t to go, but were going to make a dash for the tent, make
the guide show us the girls, put them in the car & beat it~

We

had noticed that altho every man in the village had a cartridg e
belt, not a rifle was in sight.
&

es.c":1 or-.: e h~d.

8.

revolve r·.

We were all armed -- three ·rifles,

',1 /'ell, we started the machine , swung it

arouE:i q J.ickly _ ma.de a de.sh for the tent.
1

Im'.nedistel y there was

a co:n:-,·iotio n & :-ifles began to pour out of the huts, .\: the Arabs
got behind huts & walls.
&

When we got to the tent the two soldiers

the Armenia n r;uid.e were almost in tears and he.ld on to us so we

couldn 1 t get out.

As the crowd ran up~ the soldiers explaine d in

Arabic to the_ villa~er s that we merely wanted a drink.

The guide

absolute ly refused to get out and uoint out the two girls to us
so in disgust we gave up ..

Miss Shabe is full of pep & she cer;..

tainl y did abuse those two soldiers & the guide.

Finally an old

Arab agreed to go with us the the next village where the sheik was.
·
He knew the sheik was in Aleppo.
He too WRS a liar./\ He said it wns h::df an hour 1 s horsebac k ride
across the desert.

'Phere was no road,

plain till ·.-re ca.me to the salt lake
for a bouleva rd.

;i..,

so we rlrove right over the

then used the sa.l t deposit

The Arab I s "half hour by horse'! proved to be

thirty miles across desert.

We ate lunch on a little knoll

out a drop of water -- & started again.

with-

When we finally Rrrived

13't

the "vill~ge :r proved to be a Bedouin camp -- about a hundred
enormous tents ma.de of camel's hair, dyed black.
were very friendly

.Re

The- Bedouins

brought out bowls of filthy lookinr-; water,

which was good because it was wet.

They were very much inter-

ested when we gave the engine a drink of water, too.

We took their

photos, & finally when they said the sheikh wa.s in Aleppo we set

out for home, disgusted. with ourselves for going
chase, -& re.or~ disgusted with our guide
such cow9_rds.

&

on

this wild goose

the two Arabs for being

They insisted however that we wou..ld have been -::wiped

off the :m.ap if' we had taken the p;irls.

Miss Shabe made a few re-

marks -co them ir:. ArBbic th8..t she wo u ldn't translate, but whi.ch they
~raber was now worried about our supply
o f' g2.::?::::.:::s .
~~

engin &

?:::.:': ;: rou:nr3 was rou g h and _we had no idea where _ we

c ~g~~ ~ ~

tires three times, but had no trouble with the

a br a~i ne w Bev which ha1 just come from Derindje.

~e ~9re n~w a~ t he opposite side of the sAlt lake so kept

ski~t~=~
d i staTI~2.

~~e

sa:~y shores till we saw another cone villape in the

Jnce in t he villaqe we found the road to Aleppo

12

hrs. a -,.,-sy 1::Jy hor2e -- the Al'.'abs said.

It ,,,;- _<=: s late in the afternoon so Graber made the dust fly As
we hit it up slon;z the ro'ld.
dust whi eh ended

the P;:round in a funr1el-shaped whirl -- a sort

8. t

of yov. ng cyclone.

Once we saw an enormous column of

At sunset the engine gave one last gasp as the

gasoline gave out.

In the distance we could just make out ·the

outli n es of the citadel in Aleppo,. -- the old castle on a big
mound. in the center of the city -- so we figured we were at leRst

8 miles away.

Lo.,ter we found it

WR.s

was another of these cone villaf:ses.

to find gasoline.

~

about 15.

About a mile away

Dunaway ·x: I walked over ho-ping

big ~rab on the edQe of the village invited
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us into his enclosure,

&

after much sign-1 anguage

&

a little of our

very bad Turkish he produced a can of kerosene, which we bought
hoping that the engine mii:i:ht be hot eno'.lgh to run on kerosene.
had to pay 2 mejidichs or about :)$1.25 for a gallon.
the kerosene,

& I

was to wait ·at the village:

We

Dunaway took

If he fired two

shots, it meant that the engine was running. One shot meant,"hire
cone
a horse 11 •
The Arab climbed on top of hisJ\house to listen., after
bringing me a ru3 to set on ..

Half an hour passed, and not a sound.

The car top could still b.e seen, so I tried some more Turkish &

finally the old man saddled up a donkey & I rode over to the car.
We hadn't heard the shot owing to the wind.
sene wouldnrt work very well,

&

Dunaway had forgotten the signal

anyway & firer! two shots instead of one.
key & s:&rted

f~~

,} raber jrun.ned on the don-

Alen~o in spite of the protests of the soldiers

who S3.:..d there :-: -sre many robbers.

take a revolver.

As it was, the kero-

Graber, being a Mennenite woul dn r t

It was just about ~arK. The Arab brought up water

in a goe.tskin, two enormous dishes of a sort' of rice puddin9:' which
was delicious, end some native cheese & bread.

~he bread was a
like a pancake.
sort of thinly rolled dough which they bake on stones;\ 'rhe procedure

is to make a fun..nel of the thin "bread 11 & use that as a spoon for
the rice pudding.
Waiting for Graber to return with another car we had our Fourth

of July sports to keep warm . -- broad Jumps, hundred yard dashes,
etc. etc.

then Miss Shabe gave us a lesson in astronomy -- which

she seems to know very well
on the ground
duty.

&

&

at last we put the auto seat cushions

tried to sleep while the Ar?.b soldiers did sentr:-y

About midnight I woke.

F'leminr; was awake, too.

He was to

leave Aleppo On the train that pulled out at 6 A.M., so was worried.
We figured that Graber was two hours overdue and had either lost
his way or had been waylaid by bandits.

We decided to walk in, &

woke our Armenian P,Uide.

He absolutely refused to budge. -- said

the road was full of robbers & that our side arms wouldn't help
any.

One of the soldiers finally went with us.

After we had gone

half a mile we saw the lights of an auto in the distance -- and
very soon were picked up by Graber returning in another car with
gasoline.
It ha.d taken him four· hours to reach Aleppo.

The donkey

threw him over its head once, but the fall was so short it didn 1 t

He created quite a· sensation riding thru the city on a don-

hurt.

key, as his clothes were like the British officers & they usually
drive around in carraiges or Fords.
We finally landed in AlepDO about 2 A.M.

The Arab came with

us so he could take his donkey home., & yesterday Dunaway saw him
ridir..g E:'"2J w:i_-:·:::. a broad i;;rin on h..i.s face -in h.1. s pocket.
.i.

probably a lira

&

2

:.re would..."'1 1 t take a pi astre for the food~

couldn 1 t wgke anybody at my· house,

&

finally got so much

attention from two night cous that I gave up,

&

slept in an empty

tent near thB Rad Cross.
Today we heard this news:

A courier from the village had

come im·n.ediately to P~leppe} to .;;ell his sheikh about our visit.,.

&:

apparently also said that they would have killed us had we taken
the girls, for the sheikh went to General McAndrews, said he was
sorry the Americans ha.d not received better attention at his vill age~ that we had been threatened.

In feet he was

eo scared that

he would be punished that he promised to send in not only the
four women we went for, but more whom he had i.ri the harems, & in
fact two arrived at the Red Cross this morning, as I just heard.
As a result of our trip -- which we thought had been very expensive

&:

a fa.ilure, -- in the future we will be able to get girls

from villages by notifying the British, who will put the sheikh

131
of the village under bond to produce them.
the trouble,

.>I,::

the results better than if we had taken the girls.

Some Fourth of July!
ter

So the trip was worth

I got some dandy photos, whlch I 1 11 send la-

showing some of these villages, the Bedouin tents, and the

mob at the village ·arguing with Miss Shabe.

I 1 d . give a lot for a

picture of Graber on the donkey.
I just had dinner & found the long expected package from America
many many thanks for tha candy & films & handkerchiefs.

Every-

body here is p a ssing_; candy around so we're having a grand feed.

Can you send more films later?

Also if you could send some nieces

of linen & the proper thread for . e:cnbroidery I could have the Armenian g irls do the work.
with.

'rhey have very poor materials to work

Also ma;;: 2.zines of any kind are in terrible demand here.

Sund .y ::iewspap~::-- two months old is soon worn to a fra.2.zle.,
0

A

Do you

get t h e nAcorne n -- 1.-ihich is our newspaper published in Constanti-

nople ?

I just s aw the first three copies~

It tells About what is

bein g done at v a rious stations here.
W:ne J. Ellis ca:ne thru her•e last week ,,,: I had the job of es-

corting him arounn.

I took nhotos foy, him with the Greflex &

gave him the negatives, so when you see his account of Aleppo, the
illustrations are mine.

After he had been here two days he said

"Is your father Bev. Kerr?"
you tell me'? 11

He s.s::id tha_t

I said

11

Yes 11 , & he said

11

why didn't

it was a slap at you not to have told

him, because he considered you ver•y much with mentioning • . I had

told him that I was at the meetini:s he addressed in D8rby before
leavin~ for the near East, & he reme!nbered it very well.
is with him.

His son

From here he went yesterday to Adanaf & is going to

the Caucasus before ~oing home.

A Mr. Jackson Flemin~ is here too

he writes for Harpers, so you mi~ht keep your eye onen for his
articles.

Lambert seems to want to keep me here in .Ale:ooo, as business
is pickin~ up along Lab lines.

Our hospital dispensary refuge

homes, orphanages, employment bureaus, etc. etc. are all workini;!
full blast.

The Armenians ought to be able to help themselves now

that we have them started.
of love to all from

Thanks again for the package.

Loads

Stanley.

To Mr. Ja~'TI.as R. Kerr

Stanley E. Kerr Collection

Darby, Pennsylvania

Property of Susan E. Kerr

Aleppo, Syria.
July 7, 1919 .

Dear Mother,
Just a little addition to yesterday 1 s letter:

-- This morn-

ing a sack of mail arrived from Constant. with three letters for
me, & .a packP~e containinp;

5

films & a battery.

The· battery was

worn out before it got here, so don't try to send another -- but

__

than~s just the same & thanks ver·y
..._ much . for the films.

The let-

ters were from Dad, Mother & m,_rion, one dated May 12 & one May

27th

all very much enjoyed~

Tell me more about the big paradee

I think the New York office has a nerve holding magazines back.
Why se:n·i then2 thru Nos 1 :Madison Ave Z

I a::-: :r:ot rec-.,?.: less here,
danger ..

so don 1 t worry about me being in

-'he :::;;;::::_-,;es here are scared of bandits all the time.

A li stle seo_uel of our Fourth of July trip may interest you.
The Ar.:;.b chief apoloi_;.i zes profusely for keeping A.rmenians
·.,ne!:'l in~
sen.din~ 1-'

r,
'
,.,g_p-c.

rau1...

,.,

•'S.:

is

1T •
, o f th e ,·,
nr_·i -'-l, i s11
.LJlason Off.ice ) t o ld..

(

Dunaway t"lat if the sheikh didn 1 t keep his word he would send an
armored car & 12 soldiers to the villa?;;e for the girls.

More le.b supnlies arrived today from Derindje with my chemical
apparatus,

line.

so ! 1 11 be able to do a little more work along my own

Toriorrow I expect to move fron the Base La.b to the lA.b at

the Bg_rracks Hospital, at le8 st te.- mporaril y.
I heard today that the report that Dr. Usher had returned to
America on account o.f bad he?lth was not true.

He has gone to

Paris t o see a.bout a scherne for repatriating Armenians in the Cau-

casus.

We are ahead of him, as that is being done right along here.

My lab work here is more or less routine now, examining blood
for malaria, relapsing fever, etc. & examining other suecimens for

l'fO

dysertt ery, ova of parasi tes, gonoco cci, testing water, etc_ if
an epidem ic of' cholera or typhus should set in the lab would be
invalu able, but at nresen t there is not enough work to kill anybody.

Hope you don I t think we suend a.11 our time hunting wild

bones 0: sightse eing.

Once. in a while we "reliev e the Armenia ns.''

Since you got one Photo all right I 1 11 send more.
Loads of love to all from Stanley ~

'l1o Mrs. James 1. Kerr

Darby,

Pennsy lvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collec tion
Proper ty of Sn.s2-n E. Ke!'r

l'tl
Aleppot Turkey.
July 18, 1919.

De8.r Ff'...mily,
Business has sprung up so fast lately that I haven't had a
chance to scribble a note for some time.

I seem to have at least

three jobs now -- base laboratory in the afternoons, and at the
lab in the ol:i rrur 'td sh Barracks (where we have our hospital) in

the mn~ning -- and in my spare moments the exciting business of
rescui:s.;;;: Armenian girls from Arab hareens.

The lab work at the

barrac ks is very interesting, as we have so many cases of tropical

disesses t'.'lat can be dia gnosed by laboratory examination of the
blood"

~~--:.ere is

E.

g reat de2-l of malaria, some relapsing fever.,

::::?.5:es o:' ~nte stir:e.l

cu rs :::.:-:. :::·co'.1:;
the r e. ::s.s b se n

?·::: of
:-:.0

p a·rasites -- in fact that trouble oc-

all the cases we exarn.ine.

cholera

& typhus

most everybody is immune on

acco·..::-:: .: :,f so :::::=.:.::~-- epidemics recently.
hosp:i :,;,.l

So far ln Aleppo

Our two dispensaries & the

are d.oir:g a rushing business -- so are the orphanages.,

e-1rpl,2 7:-:-: 2.::::.3 ::rn.re2' :..3, industrial concern3 etc.

a weavir..g fs.ctory here?

Did you know we run

Also about 400 women r.re employed making

clot:hin~, mattresses, etc for the hospl tal ,~ refu,q ;ees, & quite a

little er-ibroide.ry, lace, etc.
Last S-.i.:.111.ay I was lucky enough to be included in

a small res-

cue party going to the Arab village of Bab after one or two Armenian girls who were being kept in Arab haretms.

Bab is one of the

most notorious villages on account of the fanaticism of the Mo-

hamedans there.

They tortured a gree.t ::many ArmeniPns durin~ the

· deportations ~ are said to care less aboub their deeds than any
other place -- in fact our interpreter said he didn 1 t have any
fear about rescuing girls in ant village

except Bab.

We started from hei:,.dquarters in Aleppo at 6.30
way, Miss Shabe,
policeman.

9

:c

A.M.

Dur. ."'la.

I, & picked up the Arab interpreter & an Arab

The interpreter• was really the representative of the

British, & had authority to act for Captain Paul.

We were using

a light "Reo truck, . &: found the road quite good, and so came in sii:sht
of the village about ten oclock.

It was a typical Arab town of

about 2,000 -- & the cleanest one I 1 ve seen.,

'rhere were the usual

con-es:1aped mud houses, with quite a few square-one storied houses
&

the ~hitest white wash I 1 ve ever seen.

Our truck made quite a

sensation going thru the bazaar, & by the time we stopped in·front
of the Sera.i -- or police station -- there we.re about a hundred

Arab ki-is s.::--ound -us.
then s.:.;:::: ;;-- car.:--'2. 2 s

~=-

:::;y

It took _five

-:,:-~s ,,.ay

an .~rab

11

II

cops 11

all day -- to keep

--

cop 11 is a peculiar individual.

He

c l:.: :'::. .: le, us,.::.ally minus the rear sight, & unloaded

(his c::;s.t has p e::- ~1.s.:os two German army buttons, an A11s t rian & a few
Bri ti~ :: c :... Tu:·· ;~:.s":-: f or the rest, & eithe r a
'{,
........
one
.........
, ~ "'"'
..... .._ ~;::int:
_.. ...,,!
-.I

ill

)

11

G-ott mit uns" belt

-- and he carries a whip with a loaded

h e.n d.el ,.

(I fcr~ot to say something that 1 s quite a joke on the Arabs.)
About ten :-:iiles 0 -:.1. .t of Aleppo we passed a donkey, a camel, &. three

men.

Of course one was walkino.:,

&

room on e ither the donkey or camel.
an awfully nice old man.

asked for a lift, as there wasn't
We let him in and found him

Our genrlarms and interureter talked away

with him for a while & then both laughed & said
pay for hi.s ride.

11

This fellow will

He has three Armenian girls himself.'' They got

the na·.'Tles of the ~irls

~

the names of a lot of Arabs in BB.b who had

Armenians in their homes; so when Dunnaway went . to the police station in Bab he told the Governor he had come for these and all others in the villa~e~

The Arab interpreter was a very keen fellow

l"f,j

· and, it turne d out later , absol utely bluff ed the Gove
rnor and the
capta in of the poli.c e into relea sing all Arme nians
girls we could

find, as he had speci al order s only for two or three
.

He & Dun-

naway & I each went separ ately with an Arab soldi er
thru the village, 11 canvs .ssing 11 almos t every house in a stree t for
girls .
The
news of cours e sprea d fast, & hardl y anybo dy was home,
but we soon
got a nevi hold., We got the girls kept by the polic
e clerk and one
of the soldi ers.
Ea ch of these men tried to bribe the Arab inter girls
prete r 'o~y ,givin g the names of ten other ;\for the
privi lege of keeping their s..
The inter ·pret er got the names all right but didn 1 t

. .

give up the girls .

Befor e an hour was over we had fifte en girls ,
years old~
most O.i. them under their teen
The Arabs told them the Ainer icans
/\
were s t ealin g them ~ of cours e the ~irls were makin
~ a terri ble
.&•

howl ab-:;; ·:.:. -c t "le 8.:ff'a ir.

'l1he young er ones had been so young when the

Arabs -c o::,.~ the~-:: :: h at it w2.s hs.rd to make them know
they were A.rme ni-

ans,.

on when the Arabs stole them ~s much as they

did l ast Sunda y there mu3t; have been a terri ble racke
t in Asiar .
Well to make a lon.'Z . story short , we 8:0t the nB.mes of
fifty or more
girls ,11:, found we wr)1J.ld h8VC to retur n anoth er day~
Dunna way went

to anoth er vill Ri!e with the ce.r

1

got two Arme nian beau ties ( ex-

cept for the tatoo ing the Arabs made on their lips)
& final ly we
piled the girls in the truck -- in spite of.mu ch prote
stin~ -- and
found that there was not room enoug h.
At least five must be left,
so the inter prete r, the police man & I staye d in Bab,
with th~ee

of the older R;irls we ha0 taken ,,

It W8S three ocloc k when the car

left 3ab for Alepp o.

After fooli ng aroun d awhil e it sudde nly dawne d on me
that we
could take more than three ~irls back, so we went on
anoth er scout ing party ,~ in s.n hour had anoth er carlo ad of girls
waiti ng in the
court yard of the Sarai ~

This time the olrler ~irls quiet ed the

l't't
youn3:er ones & we had quite a happy family of fifteen.
11

the time I climbed the

To pass

citadeln or hill just outside the town ..

The Arabs always seem to build their towns at the foot of a steep
hill.

Up on top I found a small cannon -- used I suppose to warn

the village in case of attack.

( The photos I took turned out

quite good & if I print tonight 1 1 11 enclose them. )
We didn't expect the CRr back till eight oclock so I had a
chan0e to tour the town -.- :tnPde about five dollars trading
Egyptian paper money for Turkish silver,
here

W8.s

(as the rate of exchange

much better then in Aleppo) -- Also spent an hour trying

to learn a ga.m-e called "Tavla. 11

--

sonething like checkers -- but

the ,Arabs were so polite that I couldn rt watch the game for having
to sal s.a.::.c: )..; d.r:..:'.!:C-: coffee with every new course.

of ope:1 9.:_r H~E-::e room''.
hsvi!1? had a. f1y I'emoved

This was at a sort

'I'he coffee was very p:ood -- in spite of
wi_ th

an old match stuck by my Arab host,.

In the afternoon we had "rescued" a girl who now wanted us to
go and .o ;et her b2by, so e.fter dark the inter-oreter & I went baby

huntinr: by moonlir:ht.

No one was home, so we even se&.rcherl the

house under the urotection of a soldier (with no cartridges in
his gun. ) (We had our o-.;.m

11

pee shooters" tucked out of sight so

felt safe enou~h.)
The car hadn 1 t come back at 9.,30.

One of the officers had

been very courteous to me and sent a soldier out for food.

He

brought back cucumbel."s, canteloupes, cheese & those pancake affRirs
they call bread.

Our big family dined and then we prepared to spend

the night in the courtyard.

They provided the ,r.;irls with two Rrmy

overcoats each & brought the interDreter & me each a bed.
After
by Ara.bs
dark the i nterpreter WRS approached j\ three times with offers of bi!2;
money -for uermission to take back their girls ( The A.rabs are almost

145'"

as bad liars as the Armenians & all insisted the girls were Kurds
or Greeks or anything but what we came for.
was honest ..

But the interpreter

We sent a soldier to -watch the house where the b::iby

ought to be, & then went to sleep in the courtyard.
It must have been 1 l\..JvJ. when Dunnaway w9ke me.

1I'he car had

just retu-i·ned -- delayed on account of tire trouble goin~ to Aleppo an.cl losing the way returning to .Bab.

We woke· the Governor, in-

terviewed hi:m. ( in his -Oaj.arnas) about certain marraige laws & finally drove away from the city with the truck j am.'11ed

full of girls.

It was a wonderful moonlight night -- and the trip home was

great.

'rhe ~irls had never been in an auto before & so were tickled

to des.th..

'..,•i'e :9asserl about a dozen caravans of camels & donkeys

the Ara~ 2 l~ke

~~

trRvel by ni~ht when it is cool.

It was like

es:oeci .<:1 LLy uh.en we

,. ·1
. l s a 11 ....,.,_h ougn1.+ a -cwo
'
go.,I- t o .iL.epno
-- t·,ne gir
or '-hree story house
1

1.,

was

&

skyscraDer.

a flat tire.
of the

·')e

~~

2 A.M. we were stranded in the desert with

The rim wouldn't budqe

sert q,row cold 1' ?,: then it

C8.~e

so we sang "'I'ill the SHnds
off.

It

WR.S

broad

day light when we nulled into Aleppo & deposited the girls in a
courtyard -- everybody hapny ~

;)unnaway says we got 2.5 p;irls not

counting babies, & there were quite a few of them.
While I am wri tirn:r, this letter Dunnaway is away at Bab again

after more girls~

CMust close now, but will not mail this till he

returns.)
Later: -( Dunnaway ret~J.rned with another car full of girls.

He had more

difficulty, as the ArA.bs disapueA.red when they heard the a1ltomobile ..
The next time he is gain~ to send the Arab interpreter by horse and

follow with a machj_ne.

.1ell, it certainly is p:ood sport R.nyhow.)

1

,.~
,}eneral :McAndrews died last night.

He is the cornrna:nd.er of a.11

the British forces in north Syria -- and was in the front line of
the troops all the way up from Damascus till they captured .. Aleppo.

His funeral took place today

&

was very impressive.

A gun carraige

bore the casket with the general's cap & sword on top -- then came
the generals

horse led by an Indian -- followed by the staff of-

.ficers, a brigade of Indian lancers on horse, &: the "Shereefianrt

army, or .·:'crab cavalry & infAntry.

I got sorne phots with Dr. Lam-

bert I s Graflex & have sent copies to the Public Led,rnr, with the
request that if they don't use them, to send them on to Darby.

/20/19
( Sunday morning .

·w111 finish this letter before lunch.

new -- except I hrrcl a s 1,-.r im yesterday.
there

;.;e_~- ·--~-

us t o

4 ~
~

~.

:G.-:,..;-,

·~

:l

1'1f::

The :~;a_t er

Nothing

A boy told 11s he knew where

hole & we were mighty skepticrJ. ~ but he led
WA.STI 1

t what you wouln call cl e:-, n, but it

wet & fairly deep, a nd long.

WP.S

You wouldn't look at i t even in Darby

but yo u would h e re$
I 1 m g e t ting to be a re ~t:.l a r nurse or doctor n cn.; & feel like
.
a ma1 aria
spec:l a -1·i st .
&

Dr. L8:!'lbert has told me how to d1.agnose

tried it so I have to make my rounds with ther·mometer

doctors are so scarce ' they have to use us too.
at 6.30 I 1 m to rsive

& pills.

To:;iorrow morning

ether for a couple of' operations -- one on an

eye, the other a mastoid -- from now on that is one of my duties
at the eye ho.sp:t. tal -- then I go out to the Barracks Hosp. Lab. &

in the afternoon to Base L8boratory.

Spare moment s doctoring

malaria patients, rescuing Armenian girls, writing letters,.& once
in a while something to el-lt,.
Hope everybody at home is well.
improving?

Is Mother's shoulder still

Hope it will soon be as good as ever.

Tell Harold

l'fl
Voelkel

po.

I 1 11 write soon, but there is nothing doing here in Alep-

Send more Literary Dii;,;ests please.

Give my rege.rds to the C.E.

society.

I forgot to say that the A.'11er. Peace Cow~~ission is here in Aleppo.

Mike Dorizas ate with us at the Red Cross.

I gave him the

newspaper clipping about himself that you had sent me & he was very
much pleased.

He is a fine fellow.,

He

&

Dunr.away & I were all

tee.ching at Perm at the s .s...vne time, it seems.

All sorts of Arab

sheiks in full dress were in to see the Peace commission yesterday.
Someo~e described the Peace Com.'11ission as the American Army in
Turkey

one Captain, a sergeant (Mike D.), a buckprivate,

'.-r~~:;'3 th~ sentiment in .s-rnerica about the A.C.R.N.E.?

Lots of

the A •.::;.~.2-L:2:. ~:.e:,,-e think the Armenians should soon take ca.re of

the~3elvee.

Is there any criticism of the nanagement, etc.?

me all about it,.

Tell

We don 1 t get any news at all here about anythin.~.•

Is Wilson still ?resident?

Love from Stanley.

To the fa~~ly of Ja~es R. Kerr

Darby, Pennsyl V?.nia

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Sus a.n E. Kerr

.Aleppo, Syria.
July 31,. 1919.

Dear Dad: -So·c>ry I didn 1 t get a chance to write several d8ys ago, but

usual have bee:1 very busy.

as

My work is getting too big now to handle

anri here in AlepDo conditions are rrood compared to the Caucasus.

Un there the o~ohans get so little to eat they ere actually starv-

i ng in t':1.e or:9hanages..

Food can 1 t be obta.lned.

Dr. Lambert r:;ave

a little talk a few evenings ago in Aleppo to the A.C.R.N.E. nersonnal k showed us that if it were not for the relief work we were

doing he~e conditions would be just as bad in Alenpo as in the Cauc2su2,.

au~

St::,:-ie of t:ia
~~2

t~~~~

A,~ericR.ns had the idea we were not neede:1. here

is that the relief work here wes handled so well

b.7 -s:.-.:-s ::: 7:. ,:;:.::: ·:: ..:..~~-::~;- before we cs.me th2. t conditions never have been

very -::.:-,, ::..

3 '2 s i-:i:;s, there hP.ve been no big epidemics here l8tely.

Fo~r ~sses of ~h~ler a were reported here today -- the first so far.
Twi:- :::~' ,::...::::' wo::e:.:. in The Caucasus have typhus -- Mrs. Hig,ion ?., Miss
An.th'.:_1::~;:r.

I:-iey w--:-~- :;-3 from Fi fti s -l 3rj_ van thBt in some -ol 8 Ces one

nurse he..s

tend to · over 700 cR.ses -- that only the worst P.:et any

attentior:!.

and that in.· some places men come every morning to car-

ry out t~e dead~
to look after.

Miss Feirin~ton has something like 20,000 orphans

Ifore in Aleppo things a.re tame comps.red to that,

but people who come thru from Beirut & Cairo say the A.C.R.N.E. is

doing a tremendous work even here.

I've told you before wh.st is

going on here -- our industriHl work is being increased.

A rug

weaving factory is being establi she,1 at the barracks, where I work.

The Barre.cks is so large that 6,001 in it doesn 1 t make any impression of crowding.

Our hospital is growing.

now, as Miss Hill has been doing other work,

The lab is in my care
& I

have to do in one

14~
day what five or six men would d.o at

11

Wa/cer Reed ." -- Besides the

lab work I have a number of malaria patients to look after in the
city, & tomorrow I 1 m to open a clinic for treatment of syphillis
with salvaison.

The native doctors have never used the prepara-

tion, but always .used neo-salvaison
the pr!3paration of the drug

,x_c

so my job is to demonstrate

the techi.··-dque of giving it in the

veins.
~esquing .t \.r:nenian o,irls in spare moments still relieves the
monotony ..

Last week Dunnaway insisted that I P;;O with him on a

girl hunt, & I didn't need any coaxing.

I wrote before about our

trip to Bab when we got two carloads, with prospects of many more ..

So off T,.' e went .s t 5 A.. M.
& cl1P~1If'feur
..... n
I~u 1-j_;,--r ' ,,,..::..-,,... .........';:;;
-'·.

just Dunnawey & I, with one gendRrme &

C,..:r Rec D11ll,'3d up at the Serai in B~,b b efore the

gover nor was u pJ but we woke him,, read him the order of the Arab
Prine·::: -- that e.11 t,rmenians be relea.sed -- anj asken him to have
all Ar s.bs w:cio k ept u_rmenians come to the Serai ~
genda r me s out to notify the Arabs, & set 2 P~M:.
meeting.

He agreed -~- sent
A.S

the time for the

In order to waste no time, we started out for a small

Arab tribe about 10 miles from Bab in orrler to get a girl we knew
o f there.

The Governor of Bab ca.me alorni for the ride.

The road

was bad -- in fact the brid~es were built mostly for donkeys, so
we crossed streams thru the water.

:4e got the girl without rmy s9ecial fuss

!s,:

as it was still

very e qrly went on fro m vill~~e to village~ The next stou we m~de
was ~ta real Bedouin Ar a b ville g e -- in the desert -- just~
srnall trj_be 1 a, few mud cone-s~8.'Jed houses and some bla.ck "Bedouin"
tents~

T!1eJ were very courteous

the Governor was alo!1g.

fe,:

hosDi table -- perhaps because

First we were led into the 16onnal hall 11

JS"O

or tribal house -- seated on soft rugs ,~ cushions -- sa.lactmed
etc

&

then explained our errands.

little girls were brought.

No fuss at all -- & soon three

They inviterl us to <iinner.

Dunaway

told the interpreter to say no, we had no time, but the interp r eter said

11

They will be insulted.

lamb & are making coffee .. "

They have already killed a

It was

by goin.g on to the next village,

&

only 9.JO, so we compromised
promised to be_ back in time for

di n.:."1.e r.

The next village was a repetition of the other visit -- with
.some side shows.

,, Jhile we were sitting on the tribal house drink-

1

ing the bitter Arab coffee the gendarme collected the girls
found one hidden in a well
men hsd r.ai_:3d e~1 her.

of the

t ~ ~~e

an Arab kid had shown him where the

While we were waiting, one of the young men

to ck me by the wrist, led me behind a house, made me

sit o r, a saddle .,.- then stHrted a d ance.

more than that o~e.

I never enjoyed a show

One old fellow played a flute made of reeas,

the cro wd kept ti me with their han~s

~

feet

sword cla.:1.ce .~ •. very picturesq,J.e & ,;-;ronrlerful.

d.id

2.

&

two young men did a
'rhen pbout· a dozen

peculiar dance together -- where they rub shoulners -- fi-

nally a typical dance of this country, not very good.
time Dunaway .found me

About this

thought I 1 d been murdered, & we went back

to the other vill a ge for dinner, takin~ four more girls with us.
Dinner was unique to say · the least.
to watch us e9t.

'rhe i-rhole tribe assembled

t..11 the .men s8.t Rr·ound the room smoking -- the

girls we had resc u ed were in a corner~ all the villag e women
children outside cooked the meal~
on cushions.

&

Of course we sat on the floor,

A cloth was spre a a on the floor~ we ~athered around

it -- the Gov.. of Bab, Dunaway, our inte-roreter, the ch2_uffeur
I.

First course -- b lttey;m,_:llk -- one bowl of it,. ni:rnser3 around
1

&

JS'I

from one to the other,-- the Gov. first then Dunnaway & I, so we
only had one set of germs ahead of us.
around the room.

The same bowl went all

Then Arab coffee -- one cup -- each person g;et1

ting in it about a tablespoonful of the strongest bitterest coffee -- no sugar or milk.

They boil it three times, letting it

stand half an hour between each boil.

1•11 enclose

R

-picture of

them maldng it -- over a fire of c.~mel 1 s dung.
Then came the main dinner.
ft .. in diameter

3

~n enormous platter at least

we.Er set in the r11iddle of the cloth -- & heaped

a foot & a half high with delicious boiled lamb & what looked like
rice, but was whole wheRt nrenared so that you wouldn 1 t know it from
rice.

Three of us were given wooden spoons.

flnge:- s .

The rest had their

T-h::>es ".::,owls of a very P:ood stew were broui:rht in, too, --

a. ::nizt,x::-s of orc.'.::.ons, to:mat0es, etc.,.'\:: we each had a few

11

shee±s 11

of bre~d -- like dough rolled thin -- but very Rood.

r~e food was fine, but the method of eating was the best.

We

found it eesier to eat the meat with our fin~ers than with spoons.
The other's all ate the wheat and everyth:i. n,Q'. by the handful.
old sheik served us himself,

~

'rhe

to be uolite nicked out a hRndful

of choice -oieces of meat & threw them over to the Governor.

Our

chauffeur ate the most and so the sheik patted him on the back &
gave :nim two mor-e big handfuls of lamb.
all four le12;s of that lai'Tib.
finger bowl.

I think the chauffeur ate

Then came cucumbers, & finally the

We were in real style.

tn Arab poured water over our

hands from a pitcher -- & the feast was over.

The big platter

was moved over to the other men -- s1s.1l'.le spoons, unw2 shed.
girls ate.

Then the

After about thirty had eaten there was enough left to

feed a village out of that one dish.
To pay for the meal we gave the village children a riae in the

auto & they hB.d the time of their lives -- the first machine they
had ever seen.
Our interpreter told us that all these tribes fight constantly with each other -- and there were enough rifles & old sworrls

around to make that seem true.
Well, we finally ~ot back to Bab at 2 P.M. with eight girls,
and found that the gendarmes at Bab had fallen down on their job

o.f collecting the guilty men.

Dunaway told me to go on to three

other villages while he tended to matters at Bab, so the interpreter, chB.uf'feur & I spent the afternoon in a variety of adventures,.

At the first village we hg_d the name of a man who had Armenian girls.
He tole: me he h,:,d none. -- Later he said they had been there but
had

- ---

....... :::..
~'J.:..-·

Aftsr bein~ polite a while I told him he was not tellin~

f>.

the -:r:.:.t"h..

He said "Search the house.

hiding behind a door, & so took he~e
&

11

We did,

~: found one girl

The ~irls have been traded

stolen so muc:O. they don 1 t trust us at first and I can i:i:nan:ine

how they must have been dra~~ed out· from behind doors before.
is alwRys necessRry for us to take them forcibly -- kickin~

It

scream-

ing & crying -- but when they find we arAn 1t deporting them again
they are ashamed of the scenes they made.

In the village we got

another girl, after the r;,y9sy woman who had her -- had almost wallooed our gendEJrme.
L

~

'

Ar, the next villag;e there were no Armenians.
visited we had a really .heart breaking time.

At the third we

The story we got there

is worth rtpeating, I think. We went first to the house of the
1
"m.uchta' 1 or chief. He was a fine old ma.n. .After.sittin g down &

having coffee we told hi~ we had co::ne for Armenian R:irls.

He said

he had five Armenians in his house -- they were in his fa~ily
When we said we WGnted them he told why he had them.

There were

three boys & two r:rirls in the family.

He had known the family when

they lived in Aintab~ whe:r>e they owned houses & farms.

When the

Turks deported them he went out of his way to find them -- the mother

:"l.c

fe..ther had been killed, so he took all five into his own house.

The governor of Bab (not the present one) saw the two girls & demanded them, but the muchta & his brother defended them.

The

brother showed me four bu.llet wounds he had in the abdomen & lep;s
as a result~ ·

To confirm what he had s a id the old man sent for the boys &
girls & questioned them so we could hear.

They all loved the old

man & it seemed a. sha.'Tie to take them away, but to make an exception
would be f8tal,

es~ecially as this wa s the chief of the village.

The old fellow consented
the t.e ~-~s st -~:. :i~-::-i.

& told the boys & girls to go -- and then

rrhe wJ1.ole villa.ge ca.rne to sa.y ~ood.bye and I

never ;:e.e.r•d s u. ~,._,_ -:.-Jeeping.

Boys wou ld come & shake h a nds solemn-

ly with the ~rn1ania.n boys x then would turn away -~ burst into tears.
'rhe ol d mucht a & his brother were both "a.11 in 11 & the p:irls
couldn 1 t have felt worse when the Turks denorted them ..

It wa.s so

painful & heartrending th8.t soon our chauffeur & gendarme had tears
'
in their eyes -- which is goinfs some for hardboiled men that
they

are.

We knew that the boys & girls would be much better off in Ain-

tab, so insisted on taking them.

girls to Bab to help comfort them.

The old man came along with the

1..Jhan the machine left the vil-

la~e the whole popilation k the contents of th~ Reo all wailed
11

Goodbye 11 •

It wa s terrible.

The girls didnrt unveil till they

got to Aleppo.
TNnile we were isone T)unaway r:1;ot nine more in Bab, so in all we

had twenty five -- enou~hfor two truck loads.

'I"..relve were left

in the Serai under ~uard & the rest of us starterl home -- the old

man insisting on cominP,; along with his five adopted children.

He

cried the whole way in -- quietly -- until we got a puncture -just at sunset -- so he got out, spread his coat on the ground &
prayed to 4llah for some time.
felt sorry for him.

He really was a peach, & we all

The girls were all haP?Y by this time

&

en-

joyed the e.uto ride -- especially after we turned on the headlights.
It was a beautiful night.

A band of armed men pa·ssed us once while

stalled with another flat tire -- our gendarme & interpret-

we .iie::'8

er insis-ced they were highwaymen & l don't have any dOubt about it
myself, but seeing our rifles they let ' us alone.
fore a

IT!ar:

S:: his

The ni~ht be-

donkey hr-:d been killed near this same place.

'1:he

dead ~on~sy was still there8
T~~

~~~c~

lc~d of girls was finally deposited in t~e courtBureaus,

I took
I

C8.r:

s.

photo

;-::--L:::.~

th.e

.-Sc

p·r ovided with food

-& blankets.

next morning of the group & will enclose it if

t::-;:--::::"~.!"'OW,

noon..

Dunaway

othe:r> -:wsI.ve t.he next afternoon~

& Dr.,

Lambert went after. the

The girls were put in the Res-

cue Ho.c::e ":-:t~re until they can be sent to their former homes.

The

little ones can 1 t remember anything but their life in the Arab village;1.

I saw them on Sunday a.t"'1.d they are · all happy

&

want to go

on to Ai:nta.b or Isrnid or wherever they lived before.
Appa~ently the Aleppo district is the only one which has suc-

ceeded in repatriating Armenians on even a small scale. - The other
recovered
-cities have/\only a few, but many Americans are escaping from the
Turks

&

Arabs without assistance.
the Barracks yesterday I saw a group of boys

&

girls in

costumes worn by Arab tribes, so I asked where they came from, &
they told me they had escaped from the Arabs at Der Elzor near the
Euphrates

&

had gone to Aleppo by donkey.

I have their picture.

The girl who helps in the lab told me two days a go that her
sisters were still prisoners at Der Elzor,.

She had escaped with

her daughter when she heard the British captured Bagdad,

& rode

to the British lines on a donkey, then worked in their hospitals.
The little girl who waits on the·_table at. the A.C •.R.N.E. din:..
ing room told me her father, mother

&

sisters were a ll killed, but

ona brother whom they had left as dead had app a rent_ly recovered.,
as she h ad just he ard from him.

asked how she had escaped.

She is a very pretty girl~ I

She said

"My

mother was very pre_tty,

so she a:'.':d I :painted our fgces with mud & dirt, but later they

kille d.

.!..::y

g irls

name r-1.eans "Sunshine," so everybody calls

Ar·:::.~::::."?...:.: c e.::J. tell you the most horrible stories.

:>1.:--2'.,:i:_:_y ;;;;-::-:-:;

::his a fternoon to the Aleppo house of Mutchum

Bey -- tr:e A::::>o..t. chief of Jabal Ali, where we went on the fourth

o f' J\:2- ·r ._:;: '•i~re ·,i::1$uc cessful in getting the girls.

0
ti)

s a it

a. ~2 :-,

The chief had

days l ?. t er he didn 1t care about the Brit:ish or anybody

el se,. s ::, :;h a Bri ti.:ih arrested him at Damascus a few days ago on
a tec:!:'.,_",_ "lic&l c h arge of traveling without passpo~!'.'t.

So today Duna-

way 1..;ent ta his house in ~f{leppo, where he keeps an Armenian girJ_.
- --::1..

'1 The
11

ch.i e f 1 s clerk wa s very courteous & gave him coffee, then sai_d

m~re in Alep:oo we give you coffee.

talk to you with rifles.
&

But 011t in the desert w~ will

If Mutchum Bey is not sent back to Aleppo

freed by the British in five days, there will be a real :massacre".

As Mutchu...lTl. Bey is the most important of the tribal chiefs near Alep-

po there may be somethin~ in what the Arab said, but we would all
like to see t h em start something.

At any rate Dunaway isn 1 t a very

popular man among the .~r 8.bs f:e Turks.

The British hung five Turks here in Aleupo

yesterday.

They

15 "1

had committed horrible atrocities during the ma ss acres,

hang-

&

ing was too good for them.
'i1-lo A,.111eri cans came thru here this week -- A Maj or
Sergeant Larry Browne, in the Intelli.gence service.
to me nrs there anybody here from Phila.? 11

Darby? 11

? &

a

Browne said

I said "Ever hear of

He turned up his nose and laughed, and asked if I knew

Geo* Ott or the Shinns,.

He asked to have his regards sent to Geo.

Ott wi th the messa ge that he had just been in every country in Europe
& was

on r.i.i a way acres s th.3 Sahara, then to South America,. -- He

is a G.E~S. man & played either football or baseball with Ott.
(Found it.
Did I ackno wledge a letter I got last week from Stuart? /\
Wes verv i=~ e re2t! ~~, & told me lots of news.)
I was very £lad ~o get one from home this morninp: written on .Tune
I ·.-.- :?.2 ve--::-y 3orry to hea.r of Ralston itJillis I s death.

the

c :;_~_15 2?

Gl .s-_-: t.he Bible school is getting started so well.

l ast l. ett er g:::t lBre in one month.

tn.~~

This

They are usually "2 . months on

accoa::::: o-f: ,g oir~? thru the A.C.R.N.E. in Constantinop le..
sertt

What .was

If you

Ca.i1~0 , or just addressed "S.E • .Kerr, A,,C~R.~T .. E., _ J\.leppo,

":,::..ey wou::.. d

come quicker, but if I should be moved to another

city i t would complicate matters, so keep the same address.
gl a sses haver:. 1 t come yet.

By whom did you send. them?

The

By the way

don't s e nd mag azines if you have to pay first class rates for them.
I have iad only the one uackage of Literary Digests, so, since the
others have not come, don 1 t send more, but thanks just the same.
Mother asks wh8.t girls are in .Aleppo.

We have almost _50 Americans

here in All -- among the ~irls are Miss Van Dyke, who seems to be
fairly ht.Lrnan after all; Hiss Justina Hill -- my lab side-kick and
a real girl- -- from Smith College, her friend Elma Guast is running

an orphanage.

Red Cross

Dr. HallA(female )

is

running the barracks hospital.

Miss MaGNeill runs a sewing esta.blish."llen t with 250 women employed

IS7

Miss Clara Gallant, Miss Shabe, Miss 1'eal, are nurses .

James is ass 1 t treasurer .

Miss Mildred

Miss Eugenia Valentine · & I work togeth-

er in the Base Lab if she doesn't have a date with a British offi-

cer or a·headach e.

Dr. Rosenberg ( female) is the general subject

we

o f discussio n when

crab about meals

she is the chief of house comr(]_ittee ,.
crabbers Assocatio n 11

rooms, etc.

We he.ve organized an 1'Anti-

the most exclusive in Syria.

crabbing except at weekly meeting s.

In other words

Rules forbid

Miss Hill was the founder, &

was urn.mimous ly elected the Crusty Crustacea n.

Every week someone

(outside the society) is voted. to be the subject of our inward contempt for- one week.

Isn't that a very worth while society?(? )

a lways h fi.ve e2.ts if we can rustle them.

We

Our menu is rather monot-

onous -- s.:,me sort of native sq11ash is camo11fl2g ed so tha.t v;e don, t

fish; _pudding, pancakes or what, but we have it
al~l t.lie time

e?;gs,. chlorinate d water, rice or spaghetti , once

in a ;,..·:ille so:ma rea.l ly g:ood. meats

?.:

potatoes, tomg_toes, cucumbers

chlorina;:: ed tea -- figs or pomegrana tes -- both of them much better to look at than eat.,
improve with age.

Fip;s are horrible when ripe & fresh

Yaourt otherwise c alled Lebon, or matzoun,

airan, or ordinary thick butter::nil k or sour milk is a "steady '', &

very good

&

nourishin1: s.

A.c--n glad to

rest good.

hear you a.re all planning vacations .

Be sure &

Hope the dye business is improving and also the teach-

ing business,.

Hope Marion writes her impressio ns of Washingto n,

Walter 1eed, etc.

About that letter you wanted me to write, Moth-

er, I'::n no p:ood at wri.ting "moving!' heartrend ing letters & don't
intend to try.

Read some letter of mine to the Ladies Missionar y

Society that will give them all a ~ood shock, & tell them to ~ive
their money to the mission boards.

Enough has been given for relief,

IS8

at least from the Aleppo standpoint.
ca~rns .are really suffering,

&

But the people in the Cau-

there will be hard times this winter.

We are at the tail end of war relief & at the beginning of the reconstruct.ion period here.

Lots to be done yet.

Hust close.

Loads

of love to all the house -- & to the house of Adamses -- and
.frtends.
Sts.nley

To Hr..

J

2.mes R. Kerr

Darby, ?en.71syl vania

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of Susan E. Kerr

ALEPPO. SYRIA
AUGUST FOURTH NINETEEN NINETEEN
Dear Folks
Leave it to the two Penn men in tha organization to find the
easy way to do everything, even writing letters.

We have decided

that it is a waste of time to write the same things to so many dif-

ferent people, so we have done what other bright people, ahemJ some-

ti:nes do, formed a syndicate and gone into the business of letter
writing on a wholesale pl.an ..

So if this lacks some of the personal

flavor 7 it will be better than no letter at all, at least this is
our ho p e·?

So here goes.

Stanley Kerr on the dictating end., and

Joh_,"l
_ Dun.:;,.",.; .~ y at th e machine.

·ro

s t art ir;. with we are the two most pronounced and incurable

pho to ·::::.:.ss ::::: ':; ':l-3 ·: :rganiza.tion.

At some meeting or other one ~ood

c e.r' E:::\.:l Seo t h we : -r.. an inquired how the younger and more frivolous

membe7s of t h e ~arty ever managed to spend twenty five dollars a

mo ::-it:":~ w~i .::h 7c:,:;._ will perhaps recall is the salary we receive.

Well

e t the ~is~ I told her that I am investing in Real Estate (J.D. is
s aying t~:.is) but a s a matter of fact we h a ve s p ent more money and
time tc,:-ci.:-1~ pictu:::--e s than in any other way?
country i s t h e picture taker's naridise.

And. of course this

On every hand something

out of t h e ordinary, something that a year ago we would h a ve thought
i m"9ossible, presents itself to vi,ew.

The A C R N E has a. Graflex

camera in the out f it, and Kerr is the off icial custodian of it,

while Dunaway' s sta.ndby is a post; c a rd size kodak.

If you do not

receive a lot of pictures in this letter you are not being treat-

. 'n ....u.
ed r1.g
to get.

There would be more if photo print paper were not so hard
Sometimes it c an not be secured for

i t alw ay s t ::3.kes a. lot of money.

love or money, and

And more than half the time

it

lfoO
is no good after it is procured .
We are going to take f'or 1sranted that you know how we got
down here to Aleppo.

But to recapitu late, as the o!'ators would

say, we crossed. to France on the Leviatha n, from Brest to Marse.illes on the American Hospita l train, from Brest to Constan tinople on the British Hospita l ship, the Glouces ter Castle, of the

.famous Castle 1.ine. of steamers that :formerly plied between Enn:land
and South Afric~.

It does not seem feir to dispose of such a trip

in so f ew words for parts of . it were wonderf ul, and all of :i. t
unusual t·:i those who had never been out of siP-:ht of land in all our
.
1 1ves.

~·
' . .._,
1
+-h
"' th
.. n.~ T.wevis
·•
t:h
. . .nan, . f ormer_y
L,
e .!:'a
• er··l an d. is
" · e b.igges t . s"hi p
0

aflo s.,:; '?

Bres t,
SP.ii

C-:: h a:rwi. s,;; we can. not hand it much.

It was raining in

~ -:. ,: 2.s -,-s!'y muddy, so we knew we had reached France..

We

o :: :...:.. = 2 ::; :~ _:'.:::~:,ics.n soldiers , all anxious to p;et· home, and all

W9.!lt:: .:·L~

a:; tr:a

:; o kn.o w ·,_:.:o',-1 thinf;S were back in old Pa. or Ill. or Missour i
,:: :: 38

::r..i~·}:t be.

And all were amazed that a.ny f;roup of peo-

ple c~~l i be so f~r gone in the head as to leave the United States
unles3 t ::.ey ~1.a·:: to.

ha d exp2·~c.e .:L.

France had that well manicur ed look that we

We saw little or no evidence of the war except quan-

tities of soldiers .

Every French officer old enough to sprout a

be a.rd h.s.:i a Croix de Guerra.

Some o f our crowd bought them for

a dollar each for souveni rs.

The ship stop7ed at Salonik i for

three days.
seen.

It is far the the most pituresq ue town that we have

All the costumes of the world are there as well as all the

differen t peoples of.the world.

Not so very long ago the town had

been more than half destroye d by fire
people in it today as ever before.

destroye d, only concent rated.

and yet it has twice as many

The bugs and vermin had not been

There was a British General on

board, that was most agreefb le.

If you are up on the war as you

II.I

s.hould be, you will remember Gen. Hugh Gough, at one time the most
talked of and abused man in the whole war.
all the criticism of him was not merited.

defense to others.

But we are sure that
But we will leave his

He was very handy to have along for in Saloniki

he secured a couple of fine autos and took a party out to Seres,
sixty miles or so away, on the Bulgarian frontier.
fa1 n.o us Stur:ner valley where for four years and

We passed the

more the Greeks

and Bulgarians, with a little help from the other nations, pounded
one ~either and took s.nd retook the valley.

Seres was three tirnes

bombarded, captured and recaptured, and today is a sorry specimen
indeed.

0:::-i.e of the i'irst persons to spy ·us was an American Red

Croas ~Tia.:::" &.:1d I

fu"ll

very sorry that I can not remember his name.

Conste~~~=o;!a w~s disappointing.
i. :i a::::,-:::,.,::.; less t~~an a book,

Mark T~ai 1 s Inr:::1c ent s Abroad.

It is too large for description

i:rnd for such a description look in
It was written forty years or so ago,

but it is still ~.s tru.e to life as when it was written.

The only

word t~a~ fit3 t~e case at all is dirt, spelled so with capitalsDiqT.

But at a d~stanca it looks a good deal like a city, surely plenty
of people~

But it seems to take a long time to get to Aleppo.

The warehouses of the AC~ NE were located forty five mile
away fro~ Constantinople at Derindje, on the Gulf of Ismid.
were

2.

There

good many interesting things connected with the place.

In

the harbor were some rather interesting ships, the old Goeben, which
had had such an eventful careeer, and which was still i'lying the
Turid sh flag.

There were some captured German submarines which we

went throug:h, and swiued a few things just to keep our hand in.
One of these boats had accounted for eighty allied ships during the
we.r.

Then there was a P.ussian battleship which the British

possession of.

h2.d

There was not a removable object left on board.

i:.>e

We know for we tried all afternoon to find something which could/\
pried lo o se, but to no purpose.

Derindj e a long time.

It seems to us that we stayed in

The CP.rgo of supolies was in an awful mess,

and it took a long time to straighten it

out.

Lack of foresight

and la.ck of head work on the part of the managemen t.

Imagine eight-

een thousand tons of ' goods in boxes and bales all piled in indiscri!Iling_tely on twelve floors of these immense warehouse s, and what
would hapDen if you wanted a certain box containin(s say surp:ical

ins t rume:nt3 and you not only did not know how the box looked on the
outside , b ut you had no idea under the sun where the box was atl
Eut the units finally got away, slowly, but too faxt really
for t he co=di tions that were met with in the interior.

Life was

never ~s~y orde rly here in the East, and at the present time no one
kno ws ,_,,~::--_e:79 h'3 .:. s E_ t , in governmen t and authority , except that where
t t,"e :2:::':.':,.:_.c:~J. J::,::y i s there is some semblance of order and security.

Wad do

~a~

~ean

~~

-'-----~--~-~ s ise::-:e:d

-

abo u:; ~

..,~

..,...,_ '°'!'

p a ralyzed and slow in a way that had riot drea_rn.ed

T:_1r'_c3 were still very much in evidence around Derindje

and Co r.:s-':s.:::t .

armed.

int imate tha t there were any wars going on, but

·~c__ ey see.;11ed meek enough, but a surprising number were

Wa never strolled far away without carrying cannons of one

sort or another but there was no trouble.,

The only things . that

needs be s aid about the people in that part of the world that does.
not s eem true down here

fs

that down here they carry loads on the

backs of donkeys and camels, and around Const.

men are the beasts

of burden and carry enormous loads on their backs.
Travelling in Turkey has its disadvant ages.

Every once in a

while we would ·stop on a siding all night while half the train would
be pulled to the top of a hill.

Once we stopped out in the midst

of a never ending plain while the engine went to the next town for

water~

Puel is very scarce, and the engines all seem to have the

asthrna or some other wheeze of the lungs.
well made and in good repair.
the ties are of iron.

The road beds are very

The first thing

noticed is that

We travelled in style and some comfort

though in spite of all the difficulties .

There were five persons

to e a ch box car. (Cars about half as big as in America, but each
m2rked,

tt e:i.gh:t

horses or forty men"

We puts up

e.t 'c102e for the eight days of the journey.
whe:re

we

0 1J.r

beds and were

There was a cook car

had good American grub, almost ruined and always beyond

recognition after passing through the hands of the native cooks~
The t,.;.~~els tr1rou2h the 'raurus mount a.ins are the most extensive

syste:'TI i:i ":he whole worlz, so we are told, and the canyons and
other -:: ::--_i.:-~_;:s t:22_:; ~o with mountains make a most be2utiful piece of
These ::~._:mels were complete d during th e war by the Gerr:l-9.l:.S_,

J.a..:-·§;2ly wi-:h the help of British prisoners of war, whose

and give evidence of the way they were
tr02_ :-;e..-:...

thers.

Sc::~,e of' the Syrian party went on to Beirut, and stayed.
.7. 7J. went on to Beirut but came be.ck the next week

because

the wor::-: -shere is not heavy and the personnel large in comparison
l,fi th

this field.

We hope that the color of this stationery does not give you

the rrwillies.H

Like everything else in this queer country it is

lo~d in color, and yet here no color sound or smell is even consid-

ered loud or even unusual.

If you could just drop in here from

America this morning you .would think you were in the land of Alladin.

Men ·wear skirts with bar:gy trousers underneath, thou>T,h they sometime leave off the skirts.

Always there is the bright sash, some

of them ver ex.pensive, and all sorts of interesting headgears from
the ever uresent red fez to the brillian silk kafirs with tassels

and the enermous cam.el hair rope that keeps it on the head.
any of the men in our party

If

were to apoear on the street with an

American girlt s kirnona, a bed room cap, pink satin slippers, he
would not be noticed or create com.rrrent on the street.

J"ust dress

up in civilized American clothes and walk through the bazar and
eve;r,y shop keeper takes you for a victim and thinks he is going to
sell some silks or rugs at five times their real v2,lue..

The shop

keepa.rs however do not find the Americans s:uch easy· marks as they

once tho1::.ght, and.some of our party really get the better
natives w~en it so~es to bar~ening .

of the

3ar~ening is a fine art here.

'l1 he first price you P..re safe in assuming· is three times the one

really s.:-,:~e-cte:i fer the article.

It is great fun to Jew a.n

Arab

do½-n -:::'.J ~;:e t:r~i:-d. of his first price, but even then he gets much
the -:.,:3--:;-:>3::- ,... .-, -:~:.a ge.rgin.

j_sh

1.:0

S?-,y

Of course we all speak Ar able and Turk-

:-1c;.t:C:in.,:; of Armenian fluently.

Malcom, queiskotere,

t~e ~~rse words one hears the most, the latter the En(s-

. 1
lis~ v~~s~~lery ~f almost eve-r-y native.
3uj
days.

~~e~e

ls~ 1 t much time for bazaaring here in Turkey these

0~s~ lis~en to wh~t is being down here in Ale~uo, and re-

member t:.1.B.t relie.f work is so well organized here in Aleppo that

on~'3 does:: 1 t :notice much distress, while in other parts of the. country there is a great deal of suffering from disease, lack of food
and clothes and no work.

Conditions are extremely bad in northern

Arme:n.ia and the Caucasus, from the reports we hear.
Aleppo is sort of clearing station for returning refugees.

It is on the edge of the desert, and nearly all the deported Armenians passed thru. here on their way to exile.

The few who return

come here first for relief -- then gradually return to their former
homes, in ruins now.

So here in Aleppo our organization runs an

enormous military barra~ks formerly the Turkish Barracks.

Here

over 6000 refuge es are housed ,. given blank ets and ration s and a
job.

The childr en are put in a schoo l, and the women eithe r knitt

or go out for work.

We have here a 150 bed hospi tal.

Here is where

Kerr hangs out his shing le- 11 Labor atory 11 -and terror izes the
patien ts
with a big neeo.l e, with which he bleed s them to look for the

elusiv e malar ia bug.
Dunaw ay an1use s himse lf wreck ing Arab hareem s, and as a resul
t

:i.s pro02_ oly the most pouul ar(?) A-rrierica.n among the native men.

He

has to ~~n7 a small cannor i over one should er to keep the crowd

back -.~::-,_,_,en he goes girl huntin g.
brea..k s un happy far:iily life.

It really is a sha...me the way he

Once in a while Kerr shows a little

c o~1j_:J.s.ss ~o.:-:. on hi s fellow P.ltL..,.u""l.Us and helps in the dirty work.

week ',,;3 ~s-:

-

.

.

! ·-:..::. .....,. .~- "':

.
s.n

8.

Last

::::::'es_t time and one dBy rescue d 25 Armen ian g;irls
;:; - .....hareem s. When the Armen ians were deport er1

the .Ar s.os ra.ide~ the carava ns and stole the women r;irls and
often
the b2·::,.=--::s.

.-Fh.-3 sen had for the most part

got t~-:.·2l A.r2.bs .

Some took these

been killed be.fore they

poor peonle out of pity..

We had

such 2::: ir~te::-est ir;.J: trip that we can not help but tell you
all
a.bout i

T;

a

Firs t oi' all a little preem ble.

There girl hunts are not

like our wil:i bear hunt hear Bardiz a.k, where the best policy
is to

still. hun t i n the moon lip;ht , if it does not rain.

is a scienc e.

Girl huntin g

Some one tells where he thinks the g irl is

Autho rity is then secure d from the Britis h and Arab govern
ments ,

and o f f we go with a light Reo truck, with interp reters , gendar mes,
ahd all of us well armed .

We left Aleppo at five A.M. for the town of Bab, about thirty
miles awey, thrity miles of deser t, passed long carava ns

or· don-

·ke y s end camel s, throug h two Arab villag es of cone shaped
mud

houses 1 lookin g for all the world like enormo use bee farms

Bab

itself is a little more modern , and has in ad nition to the cone

shap::d houses , some square flat roofed mud houses , gener ally white
was hed a brillia nt ·white, if white could be so s9oken of.

The

.Arab Govern or was not yet out of bed when we arrive d at the Serai.,
But we had been there before for women and girls, and had caused
so nuch excitem ent that he was not long in appear ing on the scene.
We h a d taken

in all thirty six g irls from this villag e before this.

This t i ::ie our method wa s a little differe nt.

John D. asked the

govern ;)r to produc e the men who had girls in their homes

After a

short pow wow the gov. se sent out the gendarm es with instruc tions
to ha ve al2. known holder s of fe male real estate to apn ear at two
p.m.

Si n ~e ther9 . wa s no need to waste all mornin ~ waitin g s6 off

we we:;::;. or:

8

s:;::- .:~i:1;:,: trip to the small Arab tribes in the desert
0

surr-:: ,.::"c::._:.::g 2-,~ 0.

The Gov. went along for the ride, but turned

out

to 'c:,s v-s:,y '-1se:-....:;.l 7 since the Arab sheiks were all subjec t to him,

a:r.::-l

2- a

a r ::- sul s :::ur -~Jar'ty receive d every courtes y

-pos~, : ;::;2.2.

Afci

and at tent ion

w-:o came close to the first of the small village s the

:i !lhab:t t ::.:::.:2 :-ia.tu::'.''.'!.lly surroun ded us to see t heir first automo bile.

We h ad :~a ~eme of one girl in this villag e.
t he "Mud~ a of the villag e, and demand ed
owner was eent for.
but get busy at once ..

tm t

The g overno r sent for
she be produce d.,

Her

!fe begged for time, but we said nothing doing,

Our privat e cop went for her while the

Mukda served c off e e 8.nd . had h is first photo t aken.

ile left with

s u ch sudd enness that one of the genda rmes left us head over heels,
but · fortun ately was not hurt.

There was no road, merely a Ca.'llel

path a cross the hills and valley s and a'.rlonp: st the stones and scrub

grass.

The ne x t stou w~s et the tribal house of the head of a

small tribe, where we receive d the kind of hospit ality that you
only r e ad about in the United States , but which the Arabs ce.n do

llo1
to perfectio n.

The best of everything was ours.

bld chief led us into the tribal house

First of R.11 the

where we sat on the floor

on soft cushions and ru,;,;s, while the Arabs outside -oreD8red coffee,

brought us hand made ci~arette s.

After a time the internret er ex-

plained our errand, and to be sure o:J.r own importanc e
did not suffer any in his ex"')lanati on.

and authority

His argument was so-con-

vincing that without any orotest the girls were sent for, and soon

five had been collected .

1he old cheif explained that he would be

forever asha-rned if we left his village with out first eating with
him.

We comuro~ise d by tRking him with us to the next village, of

which he was also one of the head.::nen, where the S9'!1e ritual was
gone thr-::n:?;h
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before)' a.nd. three women secured.

vi:!_l &g e ~.-:e h a_d -::-ie usuaJ. coffeg qnd conversati on..

Arab

· 12-n.

In t:he second

Here_ one of the

hid ;:,_ :7irl in a well, but one of the little boys gave it

away on him, an,~ she ·wa.s brouR:h ::i.long with the rest.

While Dnna--

way wes in takinQ grt in the conversat ion, coffee., ets, Kerr was
ts.king in the village., followed by the usual. crowd of n2.tives.
was led ·: :-:ehind the house, and given

2.

He

seat of ho:1or on a camel sad-

dle, while some native daTices were nulled off for his .benefit.
One old ::n8.n pL1yed near music on a neer flute, while the rest kept
ttrne by clap17 ing their hands on their knees, while two y01..mg :-i1en

with long curls did a uniaue sword dance, introducin g some fancy

steps and f'enceing poses ..

Another group of men later did tha regu-

lar eastern muscle dance, described so eloquentl y by the barker in .
the circus, "she dances not with the feet alone, but with her
whole body!"

After

taking some pictures, we went back to the other

village and had a regular feast, done up in the regulRr Arabian
Delmonico style.

A sheep had been killed especially for us,

and

the native women prepared it out doors over a fire of camel dung.

We sat on the floor in the tribal house, while the whole village
gathered to see us eat.

The men sat around the well and smoked

their nargalis, while the old chief himself did us the honor to
wa:t. t on the table to see tha.t 1- t was done correctly and tha.t no
soup was spilled do,;,..'Il our- backs.
are no such things as bacteria.

Of course in these villages there

So there is the corri_rnon drinking

cup for the coffee and the one bowl for the sour milk.

The first

course, one bowl of sour milk, passed a~ound the rin~, beginning
with the ~overnor.

Next course, Arab cof_fee, one table spoonful

of the b ~t teres~ concoction in the world, not even excluding Child 1 s

restu.:--2x:ts.

Ee:;:.:>:, a cloth was spread two feet hii:2:h with wheat

boiled and prepared like rice only better to the taste, and this
pyramid covered with delicious hunks of broiled la:nb.

The Governor

and 'the Americans were honored with imrnense wooden spoons, but the
others ate catch as catch

can.

We all fell too, and of the crowd

the jew chauffeur did.the honors of the bccasion with his truly remarkable , influence over food.
old

One feature of the affair was

the

chief's attention to the governor, whose appetite was poor

due perhaps to the auto ride.

The old man would pick out the

choicest morsels of lnmb and oitch them across the ring to the p.;overnor who of course hA.d to make good even though he was sick at his
tu...1Umy • . The chauffeur

wa.s

also patted on the· back in Rpprecia tion

of his work in the r;astronomic line.
of

tomato -stew, which Kerr
one.

There was also four bowls of

and Dunaway were fortunate enough to share

The last course cucumbers, pared to order while we waited,

and · we wound it all up by washing our han:" ls, though we thought the.
Moslem.swash ed before they ate.

After we we!"'e through the Armenian ·

the job so Dunaway stayed to hasten action while Kerr took the car
and went after more girls in the surrounding villages.

One girl

was dragged from behind a door, e.nd five children were taken an1idst
the tei:n"s of the whole

village.

These children were brothers e.nd

sistePs, a.vid apparently were loved by the whole village.

story 1s worth repeating.

Their

The old chief of this tribe had some-

how known these children and their parents ·when they lived
tab before the maasacras.

in

Ain-

When they were deported, the old Arab

reacued the five children~ but could not prevent the slaughter of
the f.s.t:ier and mother.

He took the boys and two girls to hi s own

house 8.nd treated them as his . own children.

The Turk who was gov-

erno~ :;f' 3s.b a.t the time saw the girls and dema.nded them from the
old c~le~~
his t~:.:: :;;;~:.
I
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In ?rotecting them the chief received four bullets in
;:E1 i

a·::::,:::;,men.

He showed Kerr the wounds, and sa.id:

"After

pro~ e ote1 these children for four years are you going to take
It :::1..:ies ·seem unfair to the old sheikh, but of course

the·;:;:=:- 3 s t~i ng :tor the chilnren was to take them and send them bB ck
to •1.i,::.:;;.o .• w.hare they owned land and houses • . It was a heart-brakin g

ta.::-Jk te8.J?i:(lg the boys and girls away from their Arab home, and
their was ra~ch wailing and tears.

The whole village came to say

goodbye, and even our hardboiled driver and the gendarme were affected~

The old chief insisted on coming clear into Aleppo in our

crowded car with his "children", and cried the whole way in.
Returning to Bab with eight :Armenian children Kerr found Dunaway waiting with nine new additions, making a total haul of
the day.

25

for

The Reo had a capaclty of about 14, so half of our family

was left in the ~olice station for the night with the promise tha.t
the car .would return the following day for them, and finally with
a full loe.d we headed home.

All day there had been no sign of·
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engine or tire trouble, but going home we had two punctures .

The

old chief at these occasions prayed to Allah while we changed tires.
He sure was a peach and we all felt sorry for ~im.

It was a beau-

tif'ul night and the girls soon stopped crying over this new "deportBtion1 1 and began ta enjoy the ride immensely .

Several of' them

were so young they could remember nothing of their .former homes
and didn't even know they were Armenians .

These are the kind of

orphans that will hgve to be cared for permanent ly.

The others

are sent on to their old homes as soon as it is certain they will
be cared for there~
The car went :for the rest of the girls the next dRy, and all
were dnosi.ted finall

in the A.C.R.N.E . Refuge home, where in one

day they ~ere as h4p6y as they could be.
A g:-•:3at -;;s::ry l\rm.enians a.re escaping from the .A rab villages

witho~t Rssistance e

A few days ago fifteen boys and three girls

arriv26, in Aleppo on donl.<:eys from Der-El-Zo r rieP.r the Euphrates -too

f

2r awa.y for us to touch.

Kerr took their picture in desert

costume B.t the barracks.
This blamed letter hes taken all morning to be writ- using the Hunt and One-finge r system,on an Underwood .

Dinner is ready,

so let me stop for nourishme nt.
Nass ale)rmi.

We were rrning to discuss the political situR.tion after dinner,
but it· is too hot so you are spared.

Dunaway 1 s temperatu re rose

one degree while abusing tis typewrite r so Kerr put him to bed and
now offici~lly brings this len~thy epistle to an abrupt finish.

TANAM.
SEKerr
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To the family of James R. Kerr
DarbyJ Pennsylvania

Stanley E. Kerr ~ollection
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Aleppo , Syria.
Aug. 19, 1919.
Dea:::- Stuart ,
1 1 m writing this letter in the lab -- 6 P.M. while waiting for
my still to make enough water for tomorr ow's salvars an injecti ons.

My founta in pen is dry so I 1 m writin g with Loeffl er's methyl ene
blue.

Hone it doesn' t fade out before this letter gets home.

I

had a letter from you a few days a.go and was very glad to get it
and to hear the news about the Ford.

Hope it is better than the

one that takes me to the barrac ks every day.

The barrac ks is about

two miles out of town and I'm lucky if we get there withou t a flat

tire.

Every inner tube on it has six or seven patche s.

bu:npe fl ir:to a. donkey but no detnage

or the cbnkey .

was done either to the Ford

How is the dye busine ss?

well loaded up w1 th German dyes..

comme rcial cente?.'. ,

It is the

11

Today we

.Alepoo is still pretty

This town seems to be a. s·ort of

hub 11 of the cR.rave.n routes from In-

dia & Ghina 1 ,g_nd Egypt,. Persia , etc.

at the Y. :M, Ce 1L a few nigh ts R.go on

A British er lecture d here
11

:MesopotPJ11i a, the Key to the

Future " and showed how import ant Aleppo was comme rcially.

He also

made some remR.rk s about A."'llerica that we all were mad about, espec:!.ally as he had just had dinner with us.

Severa l Indian office rs

got up and left when he said the Indian nation loved the British .
The British office rs didn 1 t seem to think he had been very diplom;::itic.

Anothe r fellow and I had the pleasu re a few days ago of telling a New York preach er here we would punch his face if he didn't

apolog ize to a ce-r>tai n Enf:!:lish office r f-:lnd to one of our girls.,
He is a big bluff and sure did crawl ..
of him -- Dr. Dau"'.11 is his ns.me.

Perhap s DRd may hRve heard

He wants· to go Rrounrl anri see the

11J
country and let the rest do the work, and makes nasty remarks about
the rest, so we fixed him.

As the British SPY, we got his "wind

up 11 all right.
The lab work is very :tnteresting.

Here is a sample

or

dRys

work -- exerrlination · of r.bout five specimens of feces for amoeba,
ova of worms, etc. -- about five or ten routine urine exams, sever::il sputums for T.B.s about 6 to 10 bloods for mR.laria or relapsing fever, throat

S:'.neB.rs

for go~ococci, etc.

for dipht'.1eria or Vincent I s angina, smears

Besides this I have to prepare Dakins solution

& Fischers sol~tion every dqy,

and get everything sterilized for

ooerations with the lRb autoclave, and once a week g ive the salvarsAn i~jectio~s, which means considerable work.
ing r'.l~:-1.nL-: ~

;.fB ::s:'

We are just hav-

put in the lab so soon I 1 11 be able to do blood

analysss ~or ~~ea, nonp~otein nitrogen, etc.

Wish I had a few

chernj_c gls the.t I don 1 t :rnve -- like pure picric Reid, lots of sulphur::.. c Reid, pot. bichromate, b~omine, etc.,
orated on the way over.

All ou.r bromine evap-

If you are in the Phila. book store so~e-

time see if they- could send m:e Hawkes Physiologica l Chemistry.
If the shipping price is very high don 1 t bother, but if the book
could be sent I'd be tickled to death.

You might e.sk about it, and

if you do buy it.,. take it out of my bank account.

saying one was coming, but it didn't.

Lambert kept

Some of our supolies just

arrive1 two d4ys ago.
going to develop pictures tonight.
were quite good -- I'll enclose a few,

.The last batch I did

The U.P.K. pictures haven't

been good because I haven't yet got it slowed down enough

-light is so brilli ant you can hardly help over> exposing.

the
On 'I'hurs-

day morning I'm to ·photo;"?-; raph the governor of North Syria with all
his troops drRwn up for the occasion.

Sunday mornins I took

R

few

uhotos on the citadel

the big castle in the cen ter of the city •

.£

A cannon was being fired from the old wall and I tried to snap it,
but ju~riped so when it went off I don I t know whether the gun got in
the picture or not.

I've been out camel riding several times lately in the even-

ings and it certainly is fine~

One evenin~ a party of us went

out by moonlif!ht thru a section of the country to the south, where
there are big orchards of. figs and pomeg!"anB tes & pistachios ,.

They are very picturesqu e -- lots of old time irrigation wheels,
funny s a acks, etc.

qacing on camels sure is great sport.

The mo-

tion when. walking is almost exactly like being in a r9w boat with
a oig 3 ": ~~":::er pc.s sin,g~

T""-·JO women who went along had a funny ex-

p eri -s?1~3 -- t ::--t :--:. :::if' them were too old for c2.mel rides a ny-'wR.y.

of t .~:.e_-: :et

~~1

:J ::.. . ~er le,:?. d rope,

sh 3 mu~t get of f to get it.
1

t~1:e c ~.-:-:.el..

a.ir.

One

so the ne.x t wo tTillTI in line thought

She tried to slide over> the side of

O'J..t- ~:.B::-- dress c1:i11ght on. the pomel and she bun~ in mid

7:le fi r :st 110:1.~n lost her hea.d, tind slid off }l_er carnal, rolled

und.e :r r.e:".t::~ .~: - k e nt holle.r ing "I'm cominr,; 11 •

She flne.lly booste<l

her fr!e n1 bqck on the camel~ got the ropes and on again.

wo~nenl

'd e had a fine

Jo.ln. 2_.,.;ay

15

Some

mile jaunt · and got ba.ck at midnight.

c ame be.ck from

Marash todr--y and said he and I were in-

vited to go u~ there in September -for a few days vacation to go
huntin.~ for wild boar, quail, rabbi ts, etc.

One of the doctors

there cau~ht a young wild boe.r.

If Doctor Lambert will let me take

the tin1e off I 1 ll certainly rt..o.

It is too dark to write anymore

so must close.

Wish you were over here to help in the ..work, which

is r e ally very interestin ~ and to enjoy the country.

It certain-

ly is unusual and there isn't anything monotonou s about it.

'l'here

is alweys just enou'sh. danger and excitemen t in almost any trip you.
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make to make it interestin g.

Love to all the family and friends.

Had a fine letter from Elliott from Brest.
soon.

Will write to him

Give my regards to .Tack Bounds when you see him.

Stanley

*
To Stuart Kerr
Lancaster , Pennsylva nia

Stanley E. Kerr Collectio n
Property of Susan E. Kerr

17lo
Aleppo, Syria
Aug. 24, 1919.
Dear Mother,
Some mail came a few days A.go from Constant. and I !:_'tot my
share all right -- a letter from home, three otherst four literary
digests & three Penn Gazettes -- for all of which I thank you
v·ery much.

T:cie Literary DiP-:ests heve a waiting list; already, anr3

Dunaway wants to see the Penn magazines.
the ho~e news.

Wes glad to hear all

I had a letter from Elliott from Brest & he en-

closed a lot of pictures which ha.d. been sent him from Darby.

It

was gre;e_t to see the ten_'1is court, etc. s.nd some real white neopla

F~~ 1 ~.

Als~ had a laboratory letter from Walter Reed with

notes f~s~ sev~~~l of ~y friends -- they ~entioned Marion heving

.ma and is gci r1s t;o ?erm this f?-.11, he s2-ys.
son,

·~"

'-.J. 'Cl'

of ~!~~2nsin graduate.

in ~~shi=;ton.

His name is Hermine;-

I 1 m glad Marion enjoyed her stay

I 1 ve seen the camp where she stayed.

I d-s ::i. ied ls.st night thera was·n I t anything to 1·Tri te home
about unless I did so~ething first,

so this morning I did it -- not

exci tin_;,;, but· ver~{ inte-resting, and . am1.lsing.

The work Pt the

Be.rracks b~s been increasing by jurr..ps, and rr.y l8b mB.te

Miss Hill

leaves for HRrpoot this week so I 1 ve been rushed to a frazzle -- so

decided to take a long hike this A,1\1. as we have Sundays off.

On-

ly three people showed up for breekf'ast but I nersu~rfod one of

them -- Miss Wickett

called

"o.

So Wicked~ -- to come along.

We didn't know where we were going but hiked along the road towards
Aintab, past sever8l Indian cPmps, the old German bBrracks, and
past a quarry where the British are getting stone for monu:.'!lents to
Allenoy, etc.

Several caravans passed us and finally Miss Wicket

had a brilliant idea -- "W'-).y not ride?"

The cBmels a.re always tied
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in a long string.--the neck of one, fastened by a rope to the saddle ahead -- so a friendly pB.sserby understood our intentions, cut
the rope of the last two camels and tried to make them kneel.

Miss

Wicket's did but mine wouldn't, so I climbed up by way of the neck
and off ·we went.

The lee.der of the caravan didn I t miss his two

camels for some time -- then saw us following in the rear -- but
11

a little

1
beJrnheesh"

made him all right.

After a· half hour.ls jaunt

we s2w a:1 to.r8b villi:i.ge about a. mile to the left of the roarl, so
jumped o~f, and w~lked over, our c2ravan going on.
those Y:.llcges o.f cone sh8.ped huts.

It was one of

We didn't know Wh8t we were

gettin;,: iT:.:;o, but ::nI?rched uu to th8 villep:e, the whole population
appe::;:_:,.:..::;

meni ·e~~ ~:...:-·:

They ;:2.l

t,~,_e :~·oofs .

C!c

3 ,

-

-.;?._21 -:: -s:

2-':8. -~.

They :probably thou_r~ht we we:c-e after 1:..r-

the '.--;.raflex along arid that

SE!.Ved

the da.y.

:::--:ei r pictures taken and I think I rrnt . some

The ,.,_r-a·o -;,,;o,nen ;:;-':.--:;si:le Aleppo non't veil,

11 beauts

ri

~

anii here they had on all

sorts cf j~~ce:sts, half a dozen necklaces each and brilliant col-

o~ed ~ais~s ~nd t~ouse~s.
copies

~ -: -;,~:g.

I r..:.J so ?:ot photos of the women washing the r;,:ra in,

sifting cut diPt,
.L.-.-·

If the pictures turn o~t ~ood 1 1 11 send

end one of two ~en separating the chaff from the

•

whe9.t by v:iro~ri :ng it into the wind.

mensely,

The ce.mera am'!.J.secl them irn-

erd every time f,fter I had taken a picture, · th~ one who

had been tqken wnuld come up to look in the finder to see his pie-

tura.
These people w·ere very friendly -- wa.nted to know if Miss
Wicket WPS my wife -- ohd.. policy was to s2y yes
dress, wrist we.tch, etc.
costumes.
ner.

they adrnired her

ju.st as much as we admired their picturesque

By pointing to our mouths we inviter'! ourselves to din-

An old woman led us into a sm,=,ll house -- one room -- but

very clean .

On the wall were picture3 of Enver Pasha Ann TAlR.at

3

Pasha -- also native woven tapest ries, a fine rifle, etc.

The

dirt floor was covere d with a sort of mat of dry grass, and they
gave us cushion s to sit on -- then came a little lunch~ on.

-- We

were on the floor of course , so they placed a mat of woven straw

before us B.nd on it a big brass bowl of delicio us WA._ter:r.ielon, a.nd
native bread which was really fine -- It looked like pretze ls
but apnare ntly was merely the wheat ground betwee n stones , salt
adder:!.;

an0 then bAked.

The whole gA.nP.: se.t and wa.tche d us eat --

even a donkey 1:)oked his nose in the door to see what was going on •
.Afte!' devour ing about b:ilf of the melon and wonder ing wher~ to put

the seeds --

a man brough t a bowl of water

ln an .A.i. . 2b 1--iutl

imagin e finger bowls

Thep the ~en rr.rabberi wh.9t iva.s left, (~ threw hand-

fuls of a ee1s ~cros2 the room at the bowl.

Finger bowls are rather

essent ial ~hen you eat with your fin~er s.

an r:l
0.

old Ar fc b :-1R.de us co:rne

,'l.c

visit his house -- where we saw

fine old ru~ -- and then ~rn tra.:TI.ped the whole way back to ~,leppo

abcn.i.t

S

Y11:i_Tes -- but very hot and very dusty.

All the camels '.9f

donkey s goiEg towRrcl i\lepno were loaded down with charcoB l, wool,
etcM

fro:n the cou.ntr y -- so nothing to do ::)Ut ·walk -- but it wP..s

a fine trip .anyway .
;3und8y s here ar e usuall y ver;r hot and tediou s unle-ss we take
a hike.

In the evening there are service s at the Y.M.G. A., to

which we always go.

a cracke rjack;
in.

A Wesley an named Fiddic k preach es and he is

The service is for British to~rnie s, but we butt

The B~itish boys certain ly sing well.

There 2re no missio n-

aries in .1\..lep90 as far B.s I cHn see -- too many in Beirut , they

s?.y.

Dr. Shepar d, the son of the mission e.ry who died here, came

receni ly end is ~n AintAb now. · He appear s to be

8

fine man.

The lab work is very inte~estin g .

Since Miss Hill is leaving

I em:9loyed a native who ·SR:rs he knows all the sciences, but confessed he hadn't studied chemistry , astronomy
would make a fine ChPrlie Chaplin,

~

around the lab trying to be of help.

.-'I,;

a fe-w others.

actually runs in circles
His biggest fsult is he

wants to practise his English and talks a blue streak.
'l'. B. e xi:imi n Ations -~ urinalysi s so is quite a help.

c f t Se c;f ty}Jhu.s in the hos Di t8l.

He

I bled him,

He ca.n do

We hi::>ve one

& am. g oing to do a

chem ..

ser:Le3 of ana.lyses on him if I can get my /\ . apparatus started.
Ainer.
Dr. Hall, the only surP.;eon & real/\ doctor in .tdeppo is going back
to Arae ::--i ca soon,

so there will be chF.:nges soon.

She gives me more

tro1-ible than wo~k a.nyho,~, -- s e nds for me when she is oper~ting , to
make :..;:_i ,: .;iey f-.i:-1~0 ion test s , etc., & interrupt s the lP.b work.

But

I f e e.:. ~~h a t -:_:,(";_s ·,,rork I I m doing is :r'eRlly worth while for the Ar-

rneni ens , as the7 p:et little enough medical a.ttention .
'::11,:; praac:.--.,_,sr who m~rle himself obnoxious sor1e

o. e.all f' ::'om W:Lnnet

time 2.r.:o :,c h::•rl

anri me is being nesty e.g:::iin, so the henvy a.r-

tillery ....,_g_y stRrt up this Heek.

Ea is e,wfulJ.y disP.p.:reea ble to one

of the Srni th colleg:e girls who is acting e.s nnrse in his o:i:-phanage , simply because he dislikes her -- she is very conscienti o12s
about the orphans, while he seems to have come over on a joy ride.

We pro~ised to punch him~ expect to do it.
The Armenians a~e in constant fear of another mass~cre & ~eports -- usually f~lse

Caesarea.

They

come of nassa~res in Harpoot, Si vas &
I

SRJ the Armenians have all left Sivas.

Friday

had been set for a massRc~e here in Aleppo, the Armenians say, &
most of th.em ke p t indoors -- but nothin.r; h8.ppened~

except a Brit-

ish aeroplPne hovered over the city most of the day. which made us
think the British were taking no chqnQes.

We h8Ve a machine gun

,~o
mount ed at the B8.rra cks qoveri ng the ap'Qro ach,
Hindo os on duty with it; beside s about

SO

"lanc ers" statio ned in the barrac ks court.

& 11

husky squad of

Hindoo cavalr ymen, or
The Britis h le9rne d

the lesson of watch fulnes s in Cairo, where they lost a lot when
the 1 Gypo 1 s turned on them, so they are taking no chance s here.
Dunaway contin ues to gathe r in Armen ian girls.
.again todB_y .

near

L8. tely he visite d the Ku:r>ds & r:;ot

24

He is in Bab
from them,

r:a tmay.
Mu.et close now..

P.S.

Loe.ds of love to all from StP.nl ey.

Do you want me to bring ba.ck any of the embro idery lace or

drawn ~·:ork done by refuge es?

let me know.

To :Mrs.

Darby ,

If any of the Darby i tes want any,

We are s e lling it, and at good profi t in ord

James -q , K.err

Penns ylvani a

Stanle y E. Kerr Colle ction
Proper ·ty of Susa.n E. Kerr
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Aleppo , Syria. ·
Sept. 7, 1919.

'C

s::!

Dea.r Dad,

I 1 ve starte d this . letter twice and hope to finish this time
witho ut interr uptio ns. No mail has come for ~e for· severa l weeks
,
proba bly on accou nt of the couri er se-r>vi ce bein.g discon tinueo
; but

I hope to ~et so~e soon.

You might as well a~~re ss me direc t to

Alep:Jo now, care of A.C.R .N.E. as mail comes quick er thru Cairo.
My gla.ssa s never came,.

Why

not ask the N.Y. office by whom they

sent them, e.nd then I 1 11 write to that person here in Turke
y.
I su9po se you are all back from vacati on today and are hav-

ing a .s1~9nd r'::u!li on.

So~e of our 9erso nell are b:ikinr ; short va-

cat:.s::-1.s ':)&for· e set-sli ng down to the fall & winte r work.

--

~~~e

Dunaw ay

to ~e t snme boAr, g n ze-11.e s, -~ smallg A.me.

·:;:-:7.e work is ;;i;o:L nr:, along

fine here in Aleppo .

:.>o you ,cz:et the

whic:.-1 r~e ;e,:' se.ys nuch i:.bout Aleppo , but from wha.t other place
s
d.istri ct
are repor ting, the Alepuo Aseem s to be doing a big piece of
relie f
0

work.

My work is very intere sting

I spend pr~ct ically all my

tirne now in the ba.rrP. .cis hospi tal labor2 -tory a.nd have it all to
mysel f now as i"Us s Hill 1-:tas gone to Harpoo t~

move lookin g for malar ia,

rr.B.

etc.

equipD ed with most every thing I need..

It keeps me o n the

I have a fine little lab,
It looks , howev er , e.s if I

would be sr,ying goodby e· to it before long.

Dr. Lambe rt has sent

for Miss Peers from ~arash (she is a lab worke r )

& SAYS he

wants

to send me to Maras h soon, ~ then to other statio ns for some spe-

cial work; I don't know what he has in mind.
I will try to remff-nbe1'.' to enclos e some pictu res in this

Jt?l..

letter .

There h e.ve been so ma!'ly

11

public ity 11 111en comin~ thru here

lately that we are sick of them now -- It seems as if more men

are coming A.round to inspec t things than . there a.re worker s.

Some

people have_a contin ual joyride around the countr y "inspe cting" &
critici zing.

I 2;et my share of the bother and he.ve to supply the

public ity -:nen with :photos o .f the work.

I like to take pictur es

but not to develop them for other people all the time.
Lest week end I had a very intere sting trip to Jerablu s,
ne qr t h e ancien t ~ittite city of Charam asa(?)

on the E~phra tes~

Miss Hill was going to Har9oo t via Mardin , so Miss Wicket t, Miss
Guest ;;,: I g_ccm11 ;J;niea her as fa.r as ,Jerablu s
1 ng Se~~r~ 2y
Lt.

~~l ~ o~~

~

_c o ~ing back Monday mornin g.

on the train, le~vWe had a great time.

e ~ ~.:..t i sh Siqnel office r entertR ined us at the Brigad e

s t sf f c~~~ce r E
f 1 cer s -cre a te ,~

~ 9ss.
,_13

I slept in his tent.

The whole lot of of-

royally -- hail two swims in the Euphra tes, beat

<::.

3!'.:..::::.:..2:. Z.,t. ::;_-_:->::: e love sets on an asphal t tennis court, enjoye d

~

c~1 cL~~ ~?toh betwee n two re2im0
nts -- a British & an Indian
,_,

tesn: -- sni best of all saw the excava tions Xe the ruins of the old
Hittite cit y -- Sunday Miss Wicket t & I walked over the long Gerrca:-i brid;;.e across the Euphrn tes into Mesopo tamia, roamed around
the trer-.ch es & barbe1 1_.;-ire _on the be.nk of the river -- 2.nd he.a a.
fine time Rll round.

The old city is at least 7,0J0 yrs. old~

shows at least four period s of civiliz ation -- the old Hittite , the

Assyrir m, the Rornen, ,~ I think finally Greek.

You can see "layers "

of the town, one 9_bove the other, where they he.ve excava ted. _ · _One

temple is uncove red,

~

fine baRS relief i and carving s in oerfec t

condit. ions a.re s e en all around .

I took a -number of photos - with

the ~.P.K. which turned out fairly w~ll.
the banks of the river.

From

A.

The old city is built on

part of the temple on a hill you

can see the fur.1...r'ly rafts floR.ting downstream towards Mosul
I

dad.

sRW

fee

Bag-

at least a rlozen big rafts of brush~ reels floAting

down with no one on board

the passengers swirmning alongside.

The Indian troops bAthing in the river, camels and goats on the
banks ,

& ga.rdens in the 111.udbank islands made a very uicturesque

The :}erm,g_ns bull t a very fine bridfse over the river, com-

scene.

pleted just in ti~ne for the British to take it over -- now f!:Uard-

The:>:>e

ed by IndLsm troons.

blus.

?-c

doing guarri duty 2.round the camp..

A Hindoo soldier brushed up the tent in the morning.

ton sqid ha
·c1 ° ~ ,.,

else.

They certainly are

The caste system seems to exist even in the

perfect soldiers.

had

saveral thous8_nd IndiA.ns a.t ,Jer.a-

It was interestin~ to see them at bayonet drill in the

morni:1gs,

army.

BX'e

Dal-

the next to lowest caste -- sweepers -- his father

WRS

a swseper.,

~

this man I s family could never be anythin.:i:

r~e 3~i~ish officers have a11· the comforts of life -- tea

in b8d e.t 6

P-• •

M.. -- a. swim in the Euphra.tes before breF.JkfR_st --

ther_ b:-eskfB.st, din"1er, & supper -- fine tennis courts, horses-~
ce.m els, cricket, soccer, etc, etc.

We dined on t:;he

land -- roAst kid, Indian cu~ry, etc.

-fa.t of the

One of the officers there

who was especially nice to us wss named Mc Nally -- born in Armagh in Irel?n~,

s~ys he knew lots of Kerr's there.

GrRndma would we interested to know

in the ar~y forty two ye~rs.
about him.

He hRs been

Just 2s we left on Monday he put a little urocunine in

our car so I · ice?t it and na.rned it .Terry ( after Jerabl us).
in a. 1rurk I s fe 7, all sfternoon 1,_ll the way up to Aleppo

room that night.

-i/c.

He slept
in my

He suent most of the ni~ht rRttling his quills

& running aroun,'l the room.

The next nip;ht a 3ri ti sher was going

ho~e to Bli~hty by way of Cairo -- & hed a bi~ sendoff,
Jerry in his bed in the trrdn.

so we put

I ·r:1on 1 t know what haupenerl when the

officer went to berl.

Jel'."'ry 1 s quills wer>eP- 1 t very sharp, but they

a.ren 1 t exactly comfort able.
our c8.r

&,

Leaving Jerablus a man climbed into

introduc ed himself as Sherwood Eddy, just coming to Al ..

eppo from India.·

I took him P..round that night to show him the Ar-

menian relief work & he was much impresse d, especia lly as the B.ritish had told him all Arrnenian 3 were thieves -~ .liars.

We really

had s.n unusual lnspecti on of the barrack s by lantern li~ht, &
SHW

all the refugees asleep in the bi_p; parade grou..YJ.d.

er se en it at night bef6r~ Paper is finished .

I ha.d. nev-

Love to all --

f'rorn Sta;1ley .

*
Stanley E. Kerr Collecti on
Darby~ Pennsylv a~ia

Property of Susan E. Kerr

l~S
Aleppo, Syria.
Sept .. 28, 1919
Dear Marion,
Your letter came a few days ago and as usual I was glad to
have some :mail -- esryeci:::tlly since it came from home.
had a good time at the shore.
and had: a fine vacation.

Glad you

I 1 ve just had a week off myself

I h11ven' t had a chance ·to write for

three weeks es Suniay is the only ti~e I have time to write, and
even Sun:-'lays h1:ive been busy lately.

Two weeks ago Dunawi:iy and I

went on another girl hunt thru the Arab villages between Alepno
and Achterin (about half
River).
of

50

cued.

WAY

between Aleppo and the Euphrates

We finished up practically every village within a radius

~i~es af Aleppo -- so that now over 450 girls heve been res-

?~i s la st trio was rather dis~ppointing as we only got six

girls, but at least we found that ~any towns had no ~irls in them.
Even ~hen we did get one, it

WRS

only Bfter the Arabs had lied~

lied and we hPd finally nut them under arrest -- they usually tell

the truth then.

At one villRge they brought a ?irl they said was

not an ArmeniR.n 0 1..1.t a "KurbatH.

They had bou~ht her for a b9.g of

wheat fro.':! some tribe of Kurba.ts passinr,: by who wanteii food.

We

didn 1 t know whether Kurbats were Moslems or not b11t took the girl.

She was glad eno1:tq;h to le~,ve.

The trip

W8S

just as interestin?

2 .s

the others we have tRken but no use ~oing into details -- except
that every detail is so unusual & orienta.l that it is like a c.on-

tinusl circus.

W~ hPd a mePl at on~ village in the house of the

sheikh, where the 'ionkeys occupied the next room, and put their
heads over the rail to WB.tch us ea.t.

Here, we didn't even have

wooden spoons, & had to use o~r hends for everythin~.

Major Ar-

nold, the director of the A.C.~.N.E. in Turkey decided to a.llow the

pers onel l 2 days a mont h vaca tion since so many
were losin g heal th
on acco unt of no rest s.
This 2 days can be saved up for a long er
vaca tion, so Nage e ~ Dunaw ay ·~ I -- the Penn .t~io
fina lly ~ot off

for a week 's hunt in~ trip in the moun tains near Mara
sh. Ma~ee came
up from Beir ut & the three of us went up in a. truck
teJdn g supp lies
to Ainta b and Marr .sh.
The trip tekes a whol e day -- 140 mile s by.
auto . We had dinn er at .A inta b and got . into M.a
rR sh afte r darl[. .
I
shot a big eagle along the road
it had i wiftg surea d of six feet.
I 1 m enclo sing a pictu re

of

it.

We sure had a vari ety of artil lery

-- a 20 gaug e doub le barre led shot gun, a Russ
ian army rifle and

a big calib .r e Turk ish rifle abou t 30 yeB.r s old, a
pisto l each and
then i:n 7•fara sh we got a good 'i:ur', cish army rifle and
a 12 gaug e
shot
of Mara sh went with us the next day to our
ca:np
and b eliev e me it we.s some journ ey.1 We got
four -.~Gni.-::eys R!:'i :i t·-10 hors es -- nack ed our bl8nk e:ts
foorl e.nd a.rnnmn.i. tier: on the dor~k eys and . then climb ed on top
or that
the
S.P.C .A. shou ld have been there .

Dr. Wils on rode one of the hors es

but the othe r h.s.d such clum sy feet nobo dy woul d rid.-1
it exce pt the
guld e.
We took an Arme nian boy 8long -- name d ' 1Hike 11 for
guide ?x:
cook .
The "9lae e we h8.d picke d on for a camp was a big sprin
g in
the :mou ntain s 15 mile s from Mara sh, neRr a littl e
villa ge calle d
Kiss Bfle a.

We forde d the Ak Su (or Whit e Rive r) and got to the
sprin g long afte r dark .
1\1.e trail s were so bad it was quite a
trick to stAy on the donk ey. Mage e got off once
to rest hims elf
anrl just then a bee stunp : his donk ey on a res.r nart
. The donk ey
kick ed hims elf' free of all pB.ck s and dash ed over
the edge of' a
steep hill , f~yin g pan, coffe e pot and ever ythin

~ flyin g off his

b eck.

We don 1 t know yet how the donk ey kept its feet on
the rock s
but we found it late r a few mile s on up the trai
l. Mage
e

1~1
congratul ated himself th.at he 1-1asn I t on bonrd when the bee did
his trick.
The village.,.,s at Kissaflea wanted us to stay there over nj_q;ht,
but we went on to the spring & camped there for the nip;ht.

We

visited Kissaflea a few dP._ys lR..ter .~c took some uhotos which I'm enclosing.

It was practical ly destroyed by the Turks during the de-

portation s as most of the people were Armenians , ~owe found them

busy rab,._iildi:.n q the houses -- women were making bricks of mud with-

out stra·,.1,

~

the houses were quite picturesqu e when .finished with

a thB.tche<l roof.
After our first night at camp we discovered a little thatched-

roof sh.2.nty in the mo 11nta.in.s -- -n ear the s-oring 1 and made this our
headcuar~ ers -- sleepin? qu~rters on the straw roof -- kitchen on

the roc~2 outsi~3~
hearts content~

Hare we stayed for four dRys and loafe~ to our

The nartridge s in the vineyards up the hills w6ke

us in ::;:':'le mornin:::, so e,rer-y :morning: before sunrise a.nd every evening at S1.L.'1set we went out and killed enough to feed us -- P-nd had
enouGh extra to send some into MarRsh for T'::rs. Wilson. - They were
just like ·the Carodian 9artri~~e , except they start up without
the whirr.
the way,

The vineyards were .full of them -- eating ~raDes.

By

the only grapes that grow here are the big oval hard

variety -- I think we call them Halog;a grapes at home -- just solid
meat -- bier,~ nlu--:ns without exaf;}?erat ion~
and oomegrana tes
.J.

·. ,

~

We had grapes & figs

crab a,pnles & quinces growing all around us so
-

:

-

,_ ,

'--'

didn 1 t st:-:1'.'ve -- e.nd the villtH,ers :from. Kissaflea brou~ht ep.;r~s
every day.
on.

These people ~row grRpes on hills yo11 cen hardly stand

DunawA_y fell out of a vineyard one evenini:;i: when he was stalk-

ing a partridge an1 landed in the one below without serious demage.
My fr.,vori te trick was to shoot the partridr,:e s th8.t lV'.'agee started

up -- his gun didn 1 t fire half the time, and the flock seemen to
always fly over in front of me so it was easy work for me.
Hike provei that he was neithe r a ~ood cook nor an interp reter.

We discov ered that if he unders tood whA.t we said he always

seid

11

0oor......ri.h"

I can't spell it -- but he could wash dishes all

right.
One of the f a111ous Armeni a.ns from Zei toon visited us one morn-

ing B.r:c~ed to the teeth?- · He wes one of the thirty Armeni ans who
hid i;.1 t~-i.e mounta ins there during the we.r and raided the Turks every few dsJs.

They killed over a thousan d Turk soldie rs who were

huntin g ~hem.

The sheikh of the village offered to get up a party

to hunt

;._r.::....:.'1

oo.c..::• -- and -o:-omis ed to bring all the men of the vil-

lage- '::-:- r:-:'."'2.'l9 t':.-s bo8-T' ,fo,.m into the ravine s where we coul<i shoot

them.

3~~

~oc ~~~sen went back to Marash and they lost intere st

in t~e ~~~t,g s

~2

waR of course the popula r man on accoun t of be-

L-:·:; ·=-~~-::ci!"' -iocto:> .

They brough t sick people to onr camp· every day

We ~~~tei to be b~ck in M0rash in time to get the tiuck ba6k
to Ale:'.>:?O by -...Jedr1s siBy, so Hike told the donk~y driver to come
for us early :Mor:de.y mornin g.
in the rnornin ~.

He came early enough -- two oclock

We cooked eggs~ partrid ge by lantern light & were

off while it was still pitch ~~rk.
but the donkey s could.

We couldn 't even see the path

r3y dawn we were hBlfwe y home

saw Mer-

cury :rise -- then the sun., At the Ak Su we shot enouP;h big fish
Dun~a':,,/'ay fell of his donkey three times for severe. l mee.ls,.
1fnen we re8.che d M~_rash they told us that the
truck had just left a few hours before .

We hung around for two

days, then asked the Britis h fo~ transp ortatio n.

1he office r said

he had two Ford patrol s leavin2 ; Thursd ay for Alep~o \; we could ~o

on one of them.

So

on Thursd ay we went -- but at Aintab the Tommy

who d:r•ove and who al~rn stutter ed. ter·rib ly -- manage d to tell us that

he didn 1 t intend to ~o to Aleppo -- but was gain~ right back
again .
Magee

9,:

Dunaw ay went to see Dr. Sheph erd and he let us take a 1-eo

truck from Aintab to Alepoo -- we made great time, & finall y caugh
t
up with a heg_vy truck which had left J\.intab in the morni ng
-- but

was now stalle d.

We could n't help them so took off some of their

~ater ials & passen gers & went on to Alepp o.

awe.y '.:, see::ns to be hg_nging on to my job -- so until she leaves
I
am in c::arge of the medic. al su:::ipl ies for North Syria, & have
all

the vs.cr;i nating to do for A.lep!-)o.

I vaccin ~_ted 100 on F'riday

&;

have 5000 to do fo~ both choler a & small pox at the Barrac ks
begin ning t Q~? ~~ow.
~j a medic al suuply depart ment only needs about an
hour a .:.c..:-, 9-S i :; -~ 8 r el:'t means -::>a.ekin g up drun:s ~ instru ments
when

-i-i j.: ~!l

Dy k e 1

-

c s.:.-r:: 2 b 8 c k

:.~. e c12.J_~ _1-::e~ of

to Aleppo from Maras h I found th8.t Miss Van

Henr y Vsn

Dyke had moved

roo t1 ~: i:.a.'i ::'IJ.o v -sc in -- witho ut aR ldng~

24

-She didn I t get away ·with

it, ho~a v ~~.

I 2~ve her

at t-he e::d.

the 21+ hrs. I plP..ced hert stuff.

back i~.

c1 f

my th1n.rt s from my·

hr s . notice that I wanted the room &
i11

the hall & moved.

Sh e Rrrive d on the scene just as I finish ed & was furiou s

I guess .she h e. d. a i:z:-r·eat time findin g her corse t, etc. becau se I
cou.ldn 1 t find. hooks in the h8ll to hang them on. .She I s a· big snob
if you want my :priv.:: te opinio n about her.

Hope her f a ther writes

a. poem ?,bout it.
Since Miss Peers is here I may be sent out to M8rash a~ain
for
a little work in the lab.

Don 1 t know yet.

1'far8s h is doing a big

piece of relief work -- they h~ve five orphan a~es all filled
I think a thousCJ .nd ornhB. ns in all -- also
child ren's hospi t9l, 11.isne ns8ry, etc.

::i.

fine hospi tal, a

'l'he Germa n :riissio nA.rie s

,~o
started nea~ly all of it before the A.C.R.N.E. arrived, & they
just left Marash for Ger:nany a week B.go.

Everyone, even the /.l_·ne!'ic~m

missionaries . at Marash speak highly of the work of the German missionaries..

Miss Ha.rdy & Miss Blakely- were at Aintab & Marash du-

ring the deportations & -told of the great sufI'ering, massacres, etc.
Marash, they · said, didn't suffer nearly as much as other cities ..
:A.bout half· of the ri.-~menian population is back aga;i.n..

At Aintab too

there is a lot of r e lief work going on -- big orphanages, schools,
industrial work, etc.

'I'he industrial end is mostly rug making and

cloth manufacture -- which means a lot of side lines, Fis they Rlways st~rt with tb,e wool just as it co::nes from the sheep.

It must

into yern, twisted, died, woven, etc.
;.1.,,..
... .v

m~h""csc:!
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· Lots of Armeni8.ns are employed
nre'

.

•;

parin~ f~c1 fc~ ~he winter -- drying tomatoe pulp, pepners, figs,
grapea, pomegr s ~~tes, ranking flour, preparing lentils, etc.
all

B::-' 3

We

ea~ing native food entirely, saving what c&_nned goods we

have for the winter.

Ma~ash is a very old city -- at least 6000 yrs. old.

It was

one of the big Hittite cities -- has a big citadel just like Aleppo ( so does Aintab) -- 8.nd the r.iost remB.rkr:ible thing about the

place is the w.<?ter supply~

The city is built on a slope and wa-

ter from an unri&r,c;,;round mountain stream flows ever,y,..,,here down the
gutter·s

the

11

of the streets, thru piues into the houses and out into

wa.Rte ''

sti'.'eam; so thr,, t eve-ry house a.nd corner hRs streams of

ice cold w2ter flowing const3ntly

you c2n 1 t turn it off.

In

Aleppo we have to .s end a truck three miles e-1arny for our drinki!1P.:
wat er -- twice a d~y.

And then it is chlorinRted so m11ch you cAn't

drlnk it.

vie ha.ve been quite bA..lled up lRtely hr, re in Aleppo by moving.
0

The British wanted our headque.rters

for a club house, & Gen.

191
Barbin g gave 12 hrs. notice to move all our office s.
sider it an insul t.

We all con-

The Britis h in Beifu t have been just as in-

consi derate a.bout the Ameri can !ied Cross.

I hope they move out

soon, but some armed force had bette r replac e them, or the interi
or
won't be s Afe to live in.
It is geher ally believ ed that the ~1rks
would finish off the Armen ians if they had the chanc e.
rumor s that all Britis h would be gon~ by Nov. _l.

1,.v'e her-i:r-d

There are about

700 in ~arash , with F9rd cars equipp ed for machi ne guns (j11st
like

the one th2 t brou~ ht us from Maias h to Aintab ) and at Aintab there
are 2.bo:.1 t 10 armou red · cars, which I inspec ted while ·Megee &
Dunawa.y gc t t~e Reo.
T::le A:ra ":) s ~-c Turks 2.re ap-;iar ently m.obil i z.ing -- no one knows
v-r°<iy.

~;;:.::, ~s::r:..-:-..... ::-,::. cs. t ion betwe e n Konra & Const ant. is of.f,

b :.:.t r~o tl'~iT, ;:; on
-!.. :...

sendi~ z

::

very good autho rity.

s 1 ir.:.7~'::7~ time sc, ·(nus t q_ui t

~~e

~ ~ ,-~

I he·ar.

~

-- I qot them O.K.

Thar1k St11ar t v e ry rnuc11 fo:r-

Tell him to t Rke out the price

enoug h mor-?. vaci::_ti on & money , we e!"e going down to '"JA.mascus
$: t8.ke

a week lookin g around .

Lo~ds of love to ell the tribe

from

Stanle y
P.3. /L-n enlosi ng pictur es of vacat ion in Maras h
we took on July lith..

To T1ario n Kerr

Washi ngton, D,.C.

&

also of the trip

'v'Jill send more later.

Stanle y E. Kerr Colle ction
?roue rty of Susan E. Kerr
.'.

I.

•
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Aleppo

Syria
Sept. 29, 1919

Dear Mother, .
I don't have time to write a letter but just want to send home

.

.

this story by Major Trowbr idge.1 He gave the the carbon copy in return for photos I gave him to illustr ate it. It will be publish ed
soon with my photos .
I was intere sted in this story, especi ally, for severa l reRsons.

I was . to have gone on the trip with Dunawa y, but as Duna-

way was tsken sick Dr. Trowbr idge went instead .

I saw them bring:
.

.

in Elizab eth in her Moh 0 "'.11meian clothe s, & was at the train the morn-

ing she a~d Eagop left Aleppo for their former home.
quite a fr:..end of mine a.s I was his

11

Hagop wa.s

nurse 11 or "doctor n for a while

when ha Hqs s!c~ .

Elizab eth was a very attrac tive girl. But whet
to me
mak es t~e sto2·y e specia lly intere sting/\ is the fact th2t Dunawa y

& I went over t~e identic al trip just two weeks R~o and got anothe
r

girl frcm the same viller~ e -- probeb ly the one Msjor 'T'rowhr inge
spee.ks p_:)(mt lePvin g there.
I'r•owb2 id~o3.

1

Our tr'i '9 differe d very little from

We 8ctual ly mP-.nRged to squeeze the Reo thru the ma.ze

of rocks that made them turn back, and first went to Achter in, after
which ~--re had a good roA.d to the vilL:i.g e Trowbr idge. vlsi ted • . We

didn• t ~now he had been there before but c2.n 1..mders tonr'l. now some
of the things thP.t ha.upen ed -- for exampl e it

we.s

the only village

where we weren 1 t 9resse d to have coffee & cigare ttes -- also the
Arabs & Kurds were decide dly unfrien dly.

Our scheme has been to

drink coffee ?.c be soci8b le first, then get the frirlS; while the
Major preferr ed to treat them as enemie s, as they really are.
erwise our experie nces have been just like his.

0th-

I took some photos

at this village and at Achter in which I am goin~ to send 'rrowbri dr.:re

to illustra te the story.

I wiil enclose some in this letter if I

can print them within the next two days.

Lots of love to all from
Stanley.

*
To Mrs. James R. Kerr
Darby, Pennsyl vania

Stanley E. Kerr Collecti on
Property of Susan E. Kerr

Alepno
Oct. 4~ 1919 ..
Dear Folks --

I h~ven 1 t had time to print those pictu res, but will send some
other s I have -- the ones I took the time Miss Wicke tt & I
walked
out to an Arab villag e and had dinner v

I had. mE.il from home two days sgo -- a letter (wl th enclos
ures
of te le grams ), a pamphl et and a letter from Harold Voel k el.

a lette: - some ti me ago from Dad 8.t Bocab ec.
linen to be embro ide r ed.
'"?-.L.
du ~c,-t,-,-,l•
- c.

~
__ n
._, -_'"'!_~II
--

;;P_-"!" A- -On

--

a
c..

I had

Also the packag e of

I had a table cente r made by the "in"
_. ' --.. ,__•

:-'

AC8
-

Of

ll"nen a~ o,.,.l• rl D('J'aVe
.....,e
but the
·
' " .,
0

dr awn ~ork is r a ther sloppy .
I 5~3~ re~~e~ a lette r of Mothe r's from Gape May (telli n~
h o w -~s i >:,~:-i,.::-:;. :-; Id.a were, et c ). · It conta ins many q 1 rnstio
ns 'Nhich

~~~3~ey

is ?~out 30 yrs~ oldt ~radu s te of Park (Semi nary?)

te ac::-s :::- c::' ec0n0:"':.J.. cs at Penn. Ch 8. taqua mang er, etc.
Yss, the bus iness of res c uing girls is somew hat risky, but
that 1 s why it i s intere s tin~.

Be2·;J. tifu.l Armen ian girls are scarce as hen's teeth & good.lookt:n g ones were stolen by Kurds , Turks & Ar1o1,bs .

The only good-

lookin g one s I! ve seen a.re the ones we h r. Ve taken frorr1 the Arabs.
Am enclos ing photo s of a few.
kn still studyi ng Turki sh, but only a li ttl·e.
No precio us stones here, but there are antiqu e bee.ds to be

bough t in the bazaa r.
eral homes .

I have a string of them.

The potte ry is rRthe r crude .

Water isn't ve-,.,y plent iful.
&

Have visite d se~

The cister n W8.ter is all impure

contam inPted , but there is a city supnly of ~ood drinki ng wa ter

-- not in the houses , but frorr: spiffot s on street corner s.
chlorin ate ours.

That's one of my job~.

We get plenty of rneat.
cows not so much.

We

G-02.ts and sheep are very plenti ful,

But we get eggs, beef, canned SP..lVi·:m., goat meat

too., I suppose ., and so"Tletim es chicke n.

Pot A.toes, rice, cucumb ers,

pepper s, string be2ns, ve~eta ble marrow , lentils , tomato es, for
~egeta blas -- and fresh fruit such as big Malaga grapes , ~ater-

rnelon, figs, nom.eP--":ranates, pi stB chio nut..s, etc.
ing here.

No danq:er of st8rv-

In.the Caucas us food is scarce .

Don't know where Miss Henry is-.:. somewh ere in the Caucas us.
Nev er got cny ,a.;la.s se s.

Find out who took them. from N. Y. to

Const!:;.n.t.

D--_)n:

t:

send :':'!!e B.ny clothin g.

I h.s,ve plenty for cold weathe r ..

A few D8.i::-·s of -shin su.n1...:11er socks would be welco~11e, tho.

Just had tc move agHin yesterd ay to anothe r house, Expect to
Po to larash in A few dAys to set up some hospit el appara tus.

Best

re~erd s to Elliot t -- Love to all the fa~ily .

from
Stanley .

To the fa::-nily of Jmnes R. Kerr

Darby, Pennsy lvania

Stanley E. Kerr Collec tidn
Proper ty of Susan E. Kerr

I

•".f'

Aleppo , Turkey .

Oct. 21, 1919.
Dear Mother ,
For a wonder I ha.Ve nothing to do for the rest of the afternoon so will write a letter and then loaf~

or

I 1 ve had a couple

letter s from, home in the last week and was vet'y R;lad to hear from
home.

Some Literar ·y Digest s came, too, & nearly everybo dy here

has :r-ead. tnem.

So you. h::ive anothe r cat"!

A remark you !!1.arie in one

of y01.u• le t ters 1,rns r Ather signif icant -- I was about · Scow hAving
been killed while you we!'e awrq -- then you i:rnl<ed !!T)o you ever see

pet ce.ts in ,!\lepI)0 ? 11
evening

'c you

r

read thet passag e to some of our crowd one

should hs.ve heard the howl.

It just happeri s that

diplom, It:!.c relati o ns betwee n the British & ,' Unerics.ns in Alepno

were 3 ~ ~ 2i~ed -- ~o s a y the le~st -- on accoun t of a pet cat I SAW

in Al e ;;~.

In ~ac t I wes respon sible for the death of CoL Bells

est here & hav e n 1 t heqrd the last of it yet.
pe-r1.ed.•

Here's how it hap-

Col. 3ell!s little girl 1 s little cat came into the lab one

da? & chased the guinea pigs 2round until some one ca.tne to the resI

Ctle.

told Pic.tton . -- my little

~. rmenie.. n

bo}r -- tq~t the cat

doomed to die if it cha sed the guinea pigs any more.

1,..rf1.s

A few weeks

later I entere d the lab & fou,'1.d one pig dee.d & the other sc?-red
stiff.

Pichon . said

you kill the ee.t? 11

l!

Cat -- him kill pig.

11

I said "Well why rHdn I t

He SP.id -- ''Him die -- one hour.

Face finishe d.

Sure en.oug h, in an hour Col. Bell's orderl y appe2re <i D.t
& wa s about to thrash the kid w~en I butted in.
~

the lab).

the noor

(The Bells live

'The orderly nromis ed trouble when the Colone l re-

turned , & sure enou~h trouble arrived ~

Bell ordere d the kid sent

to the ArJ?.b pol.ice to be thrashe d with the regula. r Arab thrs.sh ing
which isn't e.ny joke ..

H.e telepho ned to Americ an headqu arters

11

l'11
annourtcin g that he had done this, so I went to him & told him I'd
see to it that the kid wasn I t touched*

The chief of de tee tbres of'

the .1\rab governmen t is a friend of mine & promised that Bell wouldn I t
accomplis h anything thru the police, & then Dunaway told his friend

the British a.dministr a.tor of the Arab gov 1 t. about the affair, so
in a few days the story of Bell's cat was all over town & Bell got
so sick of being kidded about his old cat he hasn 1 t mentioned it
but

,

.

D.l S

.

~

Wl.I

e still tells

~mybody about it who will listen.

Pichon is f amou s e.s the boy i-tho killed the Colonel's cat.

Aside from that I haven 1 t seen very many pet cats except one
that

er used to sing ou~side my bedroom everyhigh t in the

tree, '..1....--:::il I tried to see ho~..; good a shot I was in the dark.
,._,
OL.ne~ -:a-::: ~e::t
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hea.v en.
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v.ne dust

An-

The Arabs keep cats in the shop s

of the loaves of

etc.

br•ei:, d,

l;0thing ~err--ibly exciting has happened lately.

t~e ]i~y ;~ovld~ ~ about six p a rades & dances.

A wedding in

The political situ-

etion i s i:2tere2tin g~
The British are sending all Ar.meniBn ref•'.,..o..., -,-,"1
· ...· -~"'~
o ..,--M,.,,...aci,.,.,
:::J.- ~
~· _,.,:::,:. ,,Ai~=s·'"
V ~
1
ugees/\°t·'.) ;:',d:--;na which is making great congestio n there .% slackeninr :
J. .'.-

..:..1~

\.r

the work here.

,,!_

G..:•

.... ~.L.l.

Several reasons are being ~iven for this.

One is

that wh,3:1 -::he British leave (which is soon) the Are.bs will kill the

Armenians , so they a.re sendini:;: them out of Arab territory .

Altho

the ArP,_b s do~ 1 t love the Armenians , I can't believe the British ·
have such a fine motive behind the move as this.

'.Phe British h~te

the Armenians -- all of them do -- arid their hatred seems to be

without reason & also seems to come from one source.

The British

also seem to irnnt to put the French in wrong, so a good many have
sBid that the real reason for sending the Armenians to Adana is to

make l•

-1-

v

seem th.o t the French can't handle the ,job -- merely by

sending so many the.t they can I t be CR.red for.,

Moreover -- the

British are reles.s ing thousan ds of Turkis h war prison ers&: thousand of thes8 are being shippe d to Adana.

thru eve--:.-y time a train goe8 thru.
le.

This is already causing troub-

Dunaway wa.s in Adana a few days

a big scP..re among the Armeni ans.

I 1 ve seen them ~oin~

8f;!;O

& while there witnes sed

Turks or brig8.n ds came down on

a villag;_ e ne8r Ad.~ma & killed all they could find there -- about

10 people. .

The reuort caused ~reat excitem ent in Ada.na

& hundre ds

of· Armeni ans rushed to the Aec.q.N .E. hospitP.l for protec tion --

all shops closed ,

&

three· people were killed in the city in the

r•ush -- two 'I·urks ."x: one Armeni an.

It turned out later that the

Turks went on to Do~t Jol & killed over a hundre d Armeni ans there
Britis h artille ry was sent.
/tThe µ_'.·--:menis.ns ev0ryw here a.::.•e scared at the though t of the British
& stopped only when

le!:rvim ;.

Ame!'·ica may be riq;ht

in

not wantin g the mB.nda tory, but

it is s c~ime t0 le~ve this country withou t some Allied milita ry
contr~ : -- gni

~~~

F~ench contro l.

The Arabs will not have the

~renc~ & if t~ey coma there will be fightin g~

The last I 1 ve heard

is the.:: the French troops would not occm::,y north Syria..

I don I t

have m.1...lch doubt but that there will be t!"oubl e whiche ver wa.y it

goes -- fi~htin ~ if the French come,
tr-0ops co::.-re.

& massac res

if no !llied

An Ji.meric an occuva tion would please eve.ryb ody :..._

Arsbs, Armeni ans,

Turks.

The ''blood less revolu tion" in Turkey has appare ntly succee 1-

ed.

rrhe new pe.rty marche d into Konia one dry, took over the rAil-

ro ad & city governm ent while the

B.,..i ti sh

sa_t by & looked on,.- ,

They .h ave occ1..n;,ied severa l other cities & now, I hear, h8.Ve over thrown the old cabine t at Consta ntinop le

& are

in power~

In north·

. Turkey our A.C.R.N .E. friends write that young TurKs are drillin g.

Many say thnt the British are releasi nR these war prison ers from
Egypt to help in recrui ting for thits new Prmy.

,Jim:nie ~'Iagee, o ·Jr Penn friend from Beirut who went huntini: t in

Miira_sh -with Dunaway ?c me just wrote up here telling of his trials
& troubles.

There is a feud on between the Druses

his district.

&

Christian s in

First e_ Druse is killed, then a. Christian , then an-

other Druse, etc. etc.

T1;1e Druses are quite a bit ahead.

own messenger was shot~ stP-.bbed a few nights ago & died.

Martee 1 s
The

Druses fire on French autos passing thru, & &_s the French use Fords,
Magee had. to doll his F'ord up so it wculdn 1 t be mistaken for a
Frenchie.

Ha ha.s big Red Crosses painted on both sides, an· /1. m-

eric.sn flag c.t the top, & Arabic inscriptio ns saying "This is an
American auto. "
In Aleppo there hasn I t been any ~rouble yet.

A ,iood deal of -

artillery has ~assed - thru here. My lab was robbed a few nights ago
by son:e f'col w:10 took the be a.m from the balance

ride~3 : i e untc-~ched .

left platinu..m

It was a fine analytica l balance, the only

one we :::,rought ov ert but now is uselesr-, ~

set cf ws ight,s

9
,:;

They also took a fine

rough set, & a small spectrosco pe6

I thought

the burg: ars mi g ht find ou t they didn't get a complete balance, so
in

t':'1ay were coming hack for more I slept in the lab with in-

C8. se

tentions of ~iving them a _ few so longs, but Mr. Burglar didn 1 t come
back.

Lo.st night Dunaway;,-, I slept on over a quarter of million

in gold liras.

Lamb0rt .fe Fj red an attempt at robbery, as it was

known this money had come, so we were pre-;,ared to p;i ve burgl s_rs
lead instead of «old.
Toda_y_ Duna.w s.y found -- ( in Aleppo) the sister of Aurora ( au..thor
o f "Rs_vished Armenia")

-Xe

got her stor)l•

Appe_rentl y the man who

is exploiting Aurora is a n extra.orcli nary liar because A.urorR 1 s
story is
----·~
-

disease.

not true.
Several of

Aurora's mother

W8. s

Hre a.live

not killer:!, but died of

whom she 11saw 11 killen ..

relatives
Will write more of this when I hear more about it~

20()

Magee wrote .froro Beirut asking if we could come doi,m. for a
week.

As I told before, we are allowed two dP.ys vc1cation a month,

so Dunaway & I hP.ve obtain8d pe!"missio n to go down if work · is not
too rushing.

W8

er nesr Beirut.

harl one week in Marash, & expect to take the othMa,gee is arranginR; the trip & is hiring

2.

Ford to

take us to Eaifa., Tyre, Sidon, Beirut, Damascus & than we '11 camp

on the sea of ~alilee.

I don't know whether or not I need to

apolo~jze for taking a vacation when on a relief expeditio n, but

we dori 1 t think we do.

We are workin;; much harder 2t

~25

a month

than r:.::;..:::7 of those who just cP..me over here with all expenses paid
& good 2el£ry besi~es.

Our

11

anticrabbi ng 11 society just made things

so u:~cc.:r,,::~:;r-:;,iJle i'o:-:-> three non producers of our D8.rt -- (a11 well
.• "1 I
pa1\
... f

Those

,;>hey
p~~c~~~al ly sto~~~a our rescuing of A~meniqn ~irls -- contrary to

Gene~;l A~lanby's c0~nand.
photos.

Mu3t stop now.

I!~:T1 oi' the nhotos I send 1 ce.nnot re:ol2ce,
0

keep t/1~:i'!. u:r1. l.es :e I send d 1J.plica.tes.

To f'{ •".s. JS.mes q_ Kerr
D.9.rby t

Will enclose some

Pennsylva nia

so olea se

Love fro:cn Stanley.

Stanley E. Kerr Collectio n
Property of Susan E. Kerr
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Aleppo , Turkey .
Oct. 26, 1919
Dear Dad,
Not a bit of news so will just enclose some photos .

If you

got the story of Trowbr id~e 1 s rescue of Elizahe t;h this is the
same vill8ge in the photos , & the one Dunaw8 y :<c I went to just be-

fore we went to Marash .
'I'his is a rainy Sund~y -- the first
been i n Aleppo .
mer.

11

rainy day 11 since I 1 ve

I think we have had three short shower s all sum-

Ap,:;9.r ently t here is tronble bre:,J'in g p,,,etty fast here nrn-ru

The Fre~ch have come, & as soon as the British leave there will be
a scr.e.p .

•::.~ne A:neric ans are not in eny specia l danger here in Alepe.re, & the 'I'urks are all set for

G.

:;:2..s:;~: --:: :;:s :::- :>:: '0:::- t he British null out, 111hil e the ArP..b governo
1•

tali~~ ~

~~a ~i = ~~

consul here yesterd ay that he was ~oing to resiRn

as gc v ~~~0r .the ~o~ent the British left k wes gain~ to lead his
erny : ~~~~~ the 3ritish have just fully equipp ed) agains t the
Fr12;n 8·'.':
Frencr.1 .

;'=

2:.;z ::: i r-::2 ~·

t ::-ie Ars.b chief's who hsve been friend ly with the

z;,..:"': +.; t1ese t -: '.) Ar 2b chi.efs -- Mutchum ~~ey & anothe r -- hnve

the best fig h tin~ men in ~orth Syria so it will be so~eth in~ of a
ree.l W?..r u r~}_ess the B:::--i tj_sh chP..np:e their 111.oves.

1'he Armeni ans of

Mar.i-ls:1 ·\: _::, i r. t ;:: t 1 R.re i.~oirnr to 1 e!3.Ve these towns in l fl.rge bodies
when

-the 3ritisn le9.ve.

Our transp ortetio n departm ent has just moved

450 boy orphan s from Alep-oo to Aintab ,

& now it looks as if we might

have t o bri ng them all hack and the Asneric ans too.

One of the big

lorrie s te.king the kids to i,intab went over a br-ink and. upset.

was a big Wh:l.te truck, & the strong top sRved the kids .

It

Three had

broken bones, but no very seriou s accide nt.

Plense inves·ti P:Rte 1)r. Daum 1 s record .

He.clai ms to be a N.Y.

lOl
Pres b. Drea cher but I neve r saw such a beas
t..

He call ed me a dirt y

dog and a lia.r a few clays ago with out any
prov ocat ion _ .. I 1 m goin g

to punc h him.

S .. E. Kerr

.,.,.
To Mr. Jame s R. Kerr
D8 rby, Penn sylv ania

Stan ley E. Kerr Coll ectio n
Prop erty of Susa n E. Kerr

.Aleppo 11 Syria.

Nov. 6, 1919

Deer Marion ,
Your letter· & M.other 1 s -~ Stuart 's, writte n on Sept. JO arrived a rew days a~o in Ainteb , whe~e I was workin g.

I was the

only one in Aintab to p.;et a letter that day, so of course was the
ooject of much envy.

I was F;lPd to hear all abou_t doings in Darby

-- about Marion 1 s school , May's weddin g, Stuart •s new job, etc.
.
' . t . .·
' . . cold in
Y
_ou SDOKe
aoou
i t Re~ting
:-Ya.rby now and having a fire
in the sitting room grate.
isn:t such

R

It 1 s getting cool here too, but there

thing as a gr~te or a stove in any of our houses , so

we will h!Ove to get e.lonr-:: on oil

stoves and overco ats.

Woo~ is

so scar~~ ~ere th~t an 011 wooden box is suffic ient caoita l to
s ta.r t

3

::._:;_,:l·8e:- ·: ·..:. ::,iness. ,

in the ~ a rket

, just

~~~h

~ot

the:c"'e to:' 8.bout
way for

A

R

It

I

s

R.

corr:non sipht

to

se:e a. mA.n

s1 ttim;

co·1ule of boxes or boBrds for sale.

bPck from ~intab this afterno on Rfte~ workin g up
e

waek~

T wi:is exnect i np.; to v.:o to Beirut with Dtma-

~,eek I s Vt,GP-.tio n before st:=t:rti ng on a new .iob for the

winter , bu~ railwa y condit ions were so unsett led due to a strike
& to troop moveme nts that we postpon ed it.,
.._,
me 8.TIOvtl::f"
.' 01"

, '
i::;nese

JI

,.:, ..:i
•
b s II ~na
. '
t
o,ui
JO·

·r__I ms i

nnd. then Lamber t gave
"
c k 01~

I 1 ve been doing

"odd joosll for the J.ast two weeks, as the lab work has dropne d off
almost to nothirn ,:, a.nd. Dr. L:r·:1ber t has nromis ed me
work very . soon.

P.

r _e al piece of

Well, this latest job of mine ~as someth ing the

New York office or<ie ·".'ed..

'I'hey sent ove!' thousr.n d.s of blanks -- one

for each oruhan -- to be filled out giving the chila 1 s nBme, religio n,
scars, f?ther 1s occuu8 tion, story -- and photop raoh, etc. etc~ -and this to be done in triplic qte.

The idea is to get neople at

home interes terl in individ ual ornhAn s so thi-1t they will su""9nort them

until they become self supporti ng •.

I was a little peeved at the

amount of work required ., but anyway took the 0-ra.f'lex , the blRnks ,

cc all the films I could c8rry

& piled them on our Reo truck bound

for Marash with a load of passeng ers -- all Arc~ sia.ns -- and the

wildest woolies t lookin~ ~en I 1 ve ever seen.

They look like Cos-

sacks -- lorn~ fur co.gts , wickei3 loolcing dag:gers, ;~ beautif ully
carved silver scabbard s.

They had saddles with them & were Roing

to travel by horse from "fa.rash to Siv::1s.

Of course ePch one h:::i.i:'I

to pay his fare -- and ju_st to show· you how our transpo rtation depa~tmen t earns money, the~~ ten CircRss ions naid over 3200 for
that ride to M.a.ras~.

We had five fl r:t tires before going a third

of the way to Ainte,b, and re8.ched the:."'e just at su...'l.set.

rl

rl

wrl

off he1•e and the truck ·went on to Marash..

H
~

11:

~t

we D8 ~se i

•

H

c arrr!:)ed,

r,

:..

'C

On the

WRY

I got

from Aleppo

,~2b : ?vslry on the ro a d to KatmR, where the French Rre

~he .t.:-, =-"::, s h8te the French~

As we crossed the ra.ilrog_d a

train ~ es goina bv loaded with French Moroccan t r oons % artiller y,

~

m

'ti

hea d ed for Alen~o.

s:..,
ai

P-

I ha 1 a ve~ y intere s tins ti~ e a t Ainteb -- nhoto ~ rAphed 960

C)

..c:en

.

orpnp ns in three dqy s 1 & Rot inte~nr eters stRrte~ on the job of

H

fillin g out the history sheets, develope d films qt nt~ht, took a

C'

..c:

.µ
•rl

lot of o h otos of ~enerel interes t around Aintab, etc. etc.

.µ

so ke ·::: t very busy.

........

..c:

bf

W8.B

ve:.'y inte:res ting ',vork, if you could

cAll it work, especi111 1y t1::1.~irn; photos of the little 2:irls.

•rl

!:!
H

It

and

'I'hey

(!)

i

certain ly are comic2l.

0

I

mornink ': every time a.n A>neric ~ c_o r>1es near~ L'.}fxcuse interrup tion,

..c:
.µ

I

':!heir chief 2.museme r;t is saying !11-un.

(l)

..c:
.µ

but an A.ra.b weiri5-ng: nrocess ion is pas~ing -- torches, drum.,

H

pipe, dCJncers , It: 1,ll the resg.

Q)

~

~

.,-1

'D
rd

co

~

bP..g

But the most interest inq part of the trip to Aintab was the

evacuat ion of this territor y by the British & the cominR of the
French.

On Monday morning at 7.30 there wgs a review of the 18th

l0.5
Indian Lance rs before the F'renc h staff office rs who had just
come.
I arrive d a little late but wRs just in time to see the big line

of

Indian s gallop down the field in one long line eb r east, past

t he review in:§: o.f fi cers.

Then they formed aero s ~ the field and

charge d in a strai s ht line . direc tly towa~ ds the review ing staff
and reined in their ho~se s fro~~ gallop to a dead stop not more
than

15

naces from the colon el.

It certai nly was a ~ reat sight.

The I n dians ma ke a fine ap~ea rance with their turban s, lon~
lance s, etc.

Every Indian l<::nce r is armed . with a lance, a big

sword o r: one side of his ss.ddle and a.n Enfie ld rifle in a holste
r
on the other si d e.
the 3ritis h trooo s from Maras h a r r ived at Ain-

Aints: : -:::•-:: ::r-::2 :::-::~:.s cP.n1p togeth er and sta.,,,t ed on their long
trip

to E.g~"-::,'0..

·:::i~~e s 1~cu 2 tion be f! sn P..t 8 A . M. a,na b y 11 A .M. there
0

W?.sn' : "'· b3- ,Jo;::::..~~ 7o:mmy or 8:ind.oo to be seen.

Their camps were so

tbe ~e , e x ~apt f o ~ WPteri nR trough s & fence s.

? r ench ~~coo s had arrive d

q

few - dRys befor e, & on this o ccasio n

we~~e ~J. r g·hrn u:: alon.q the · r o R.ri.sid.e 0 1..1.tside the city wi t _h their
ba.nd

to gi v e ~h e ~~itis h a nrope r send of f.

There were Moroc can

6 a valr y, French -Arme nian infan try, & regul ar Frenc hies, and a
band.
These were on one sirle of the road, and the review ing ''stand ~
on
·the o i:;:-ier, w:0.ere the French colon el, & the Britis h stp,f'f office
rs
review ed the troons a.s they pRsse d.

The Ameri c a ns were allowe d

he::::e, too, 8c the hip.:h Turki sh offici a.ls, & I had the Grafle :i
to
take offic ial photo s.
It took two hours and a half for ell the troo p s to pass .
went out in regul~ r wertim e fashio n -- armore d cRrs aheRd , next

~hey

C8.tne the Fords with :nachin e guns,

then a:::nbulR nces, R.dvanc e guard

of Indian 12-ncer s, am:r:.un itlon carts, supply war?;ons, etc. & finally rear guard.

When the British ers had all pRssed , the French

colone l rode to the head of his own troops , & with

great

P.

flouris h of his sword marche d them into Aintab -- very spectac u1 ar• .on his horse.

Re has only

w:i. th artille ry
P.:00,1

?t;

8.

few hundrer : soldie rs now, but more

machin e euns.

J: got

A.

number of'

ohatos & w:Lll try to ~rint a few tomor-ro w to enclos e with

tnis lstter .
F'rench .

I

just mi~sed getting the Colone l at the head of the

';.'he de.y before th~:i t Gen. Weir hR d. :'le photo the combin ed

French l?.::-d Brisi sh steff office rs ·with the . Turkish offici als.
encl oss ~~ct toe.

If the Led~er wante to use t~ese ohotos let then
And can nrfnt ~ore.

;.J. __ :-:. _ ,,. ~

"''=-..:. c

, __ :;

·.-s :.· -r next d.','Y a.f'ter the British 1 eft, th":! Turks in

had e~:is:. ei ~i:~ ~he French ,

shot.

I

so the Turks ~ati the~ especi Rlly.

0r . Wilson ouerate d on the soldie r but he ~ied.

The au~o that went back to Aleppo from ~intab the day before
I c ame b 8 c~ (yester day) was fire1 on three times.

Capt. Elder

S8.:f3 ·the b11llet s were clos e , but none hit ...vne
car.·

today but had no trouble .

.

Betwee n Aintab & K1llis

British troo·os on the ma.rch.
alon~ the road, end it took us

1

I came back
we passed the

1\'ley stretch erl for over ten miles

50

.mim1te s from the time we passe1

the re~r qu ~rd till we caroe to the first ar~ored car at the hea~

of the column .

We pa~sed more French trooos ~omin~ towRrd s Aintab .

The British say it will take them ?6 days to march to Beirut ,

&

then they must go on down to E_g;ypt.

Just outside of Alepno about

four miles we DRssed a new monu.,.'11.ent the English

h.AV/3

erecter'!.

rrw.rking . the site of the last engagement of the war in Turkey

when the 15th Cave.lry defeated the Turks & c:::ptured Aleppo.

I must close now

go to bed, as I am leaving again tomorrow.

&

When I p:ot back this afternoon

T}r.

Lembert told me Dunaway had R;one

to .Beir•ut on .'4. ~C .. ~'l,:N.E~ business and ths.t this 1.,1ould. be the best

time for us to take our week off & see a little of south Syria.
So I a~ legving Aleppo tomorrow . night and will :'.neet Dunaway & Ma~ee
1 111 he.ve to

at Ryak ,S.c,tur'i':'.Y .rnorning: if everythinQ; goes well.
travel on a tro00 trnin..

A~cording to Mqgee I s pl 0.ns we will go

from °cy::ik to :)a,r:Bseus, & will h.ire
1\j_ b er ia...s

~azarst ~, Haifa,

E1ll 1:ob:::;·_,_-:; i t l.,-: e2.

1

Ford and tour the country --

Sidon, Beirut, etc.

Will write you

'!.1his will finish ~ny njoyr·idinp: 0 until the sm•in9:,

w~1en ·'.r,y eont--::-9.c~ is un.
Tigri 2- f r·.:.1xn

El.

'r.1ht1n we. ar•e pls_nninsi: to float nown the

)i s.rbeker to B'"f-iPJJ on 0 l'.'af t .. · If I have eny money in

the bank you h~i better send it to me in the shRpe of

9

draft on

it so thBt I cnn ~qve it just hefore comin~ home, when 1 1 11 proba-

bly want to do a little extra si~htseeing.

H:owever ~ if' you think

I had b et ter leave t'lB t in the ba.nk and not do so much runnin~
around, e.11 riP:ht.

But if it is to be sent at all it should get

first

here

of

February, & it takes much longer

not le.ter than the
than ordinary letters to get here.

In e.nswer to some of your questions: -- I don I t need e..ny wool
socks, han~kerchiev es, cocoa, or anything.

Have lots of the ebove.

Tell Stuart not to bother . sending the ~hemicals.
fancywork

The kind of

done most by the Armenians is drawn work

bureau & table

covers, ceni:;erpieces , lace do;_lies & sets for tea tables.

Don 1 t

SD o,

I-' ::r'
f-'(tJ
(!)

ct" CT

[o
HJ

1-"'J

L

~

linen.

"<1
rt

Have bou~ht some.

0

f--'o'D

0

t--'

(!)

.
HJ
l'j

I

'-;! I
0

8 (/)

ct

'U
0

'd

f-'

1-~

~

Ul

ct

o·
<,..,
<:
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<
co

l-'

~"co

CT

c-t
0

T~o bad to do such nice work on a handkerchief .

To Mari on 1\err

~ ·. ,.r
' •
'
rr
hasnin~~on,

0
0
;:l,

0

I 1 m enclosing a sample of work.

t,_

r.;irl whom

It is Aintab work.

~

I-'

"'

They also make collar & cuff sets, bags, pajRmas,

o'

~

"<1
:;q

s,end any home thru the mail yet ..

this on a. handkerchief you sent me.

())

tj

~

c2.n

en

0

;

The work is done mostly on · voile, not on

I don I t know whether I

(,') handkerchiev es.

"<1

',

send st&~ned linen.

~·o

~ fO

]

Cl.l
0

D.c.

Stanley E. Kerr Collection
Property of SusP.n E. Kerr

Damascus, Syria.
Nov. 10. 1919.
Dear l.,.Tother,
Please excuse pencil & stationery, but this is the best that
can be had in this hotel.

As you see, my address is now DamRscus.

Tomorrow it ~ill be Tiberias on the Sea of GRlilee, & the next day
:tfa.za.reth.

I finally 7,ot off on my week I s "joyride,

had my share of tribulation for two days.

11

& certainly

To begin with, I was in-

noculated against bubonic plague before lertving Alepr o, as there is

plap.:ue in

u,

Pei· :r,,,+1-•.

~

the ne.xtdgy had fever & chills & headache,

got no sleep on the train ~s I only had half a bench to lie on.

Second -- the t~8in goes fro~ Aleooo to Ryak, where you chanrre for
Beir<.1 t..

->_m2-.w ::::-

x

l'-1:,;"~ee were to meet me at Rya.k ,

b11. t

if not I wa.s

to go on to 3ei~~t.

They weren't ther0~ & my train hed come so

t:be
l a"... tf1.. -:-:r
- . ~.. ~t"_ - - ·
-8i=drut:
- ~
-

+r,_,-<.,..,
u •• n.J.. ,.,

h~rl"
0-(Jne
.. a . .J. ~~
••
•

However~ I caught a freight

train h o,.:.nd for Be::l.rut, but the enp:ineer or sornebo!1y changed his
mind

;>.:

the tra.i.n went only to Zqhleh,.

. overn-:u:;:n:.,
• ' . ._ -- in
• th e
I s.1.ep"t
J

r,'no t

e__7

H

sisted on exarninin~ all my ~erments,
my gun thBt night~

(St2t:l_on ~-ra;J..a.llacha. · )

•
in

R

where

·• b s, who inroom wi• t'n 3 :,ra

sh2.ving set, etc,.

I slept on

The next mornin9;;, Sund.Ry., the Arabs mHde me eat

with ther,1 -- honey & native b"."'ead like thinly rolled dought very
good, fritters? & wheat CPkes.

No trRin till noon.

At ten oclock

I saw 1)unaway ·S:: Magee & two nurses na.ss the hotel in a Reo bound
for Ryak, but couldn 1 t

attract their attention~

At noon,

just as

my train pullAd into the station Dunawa.y jumped o.ff And s.ow me.

They had been ch.ssing from 3eirut to I~yak & bRck looking for me.
The auto 2.rri ved a fe,., minutes later & we proceeded to DR.mA.scus
a ride of about

50 miles from Zahleh over a rather poor roRd,

&

up grade till we reached the top of the Leba.non 1 s, the road wir.rlini:;,:

l.10

in S sha ped curves the whole way up
just before dgrk.

R:e

We drove into Damasc us

do-i,.m.

The entranc e to the city is as beauti ful a one

as I hAve ever seen -- thru p.;roves of pomegra n.g_tes, a.long one of'
the rivers Naaman

S,3id were so much cleane r than the .Jordan --

past fine park-l ike ge.rden s.

one I've seen in the east

The city itself 1s the most modern

street cars, fine buildin gs, electri c

lights , a few really good hotels , & the best bazaar s in the eRst.
Beside s this they h1nre some public spirit &: have a 1~ew public narks
& squs.re 3.

One is named ·columb us circle -- it certain ly looks like

it.
Our party coT1sis ts of ~Timmy Jvfa.gee {ch::J.uff eur)., John Dunawa y,
· ~.
... ::, .._ ' ~..
• "" 1
f.iss
1:<·rs " -~c 1•1is~ ••~·wiua~e

( -cwo
'

11
"
•
.~mer
• q. e d vros
s nurses f rom · Siuon
.,i

)

(A.C:. 'L :~. E-~. wo:-ke :--s f rom the Pres~ Hosp., in N.Y.) myself , & Yusif

a ngti~e b~y t~ ~ ske c ~re of the car,.

We hired the leo from the

A.C. R.~ . E . at 5 si rut .
"..'r1J. s :nrJr:c:;i n ~ we did up th e town ··- first

the 0 :re .!".J. t :;:nosque of

0:'712.ys d t; -- a wo nde :eful pli:,ce - ·· mu. ch more ln te restin? - th8.n
St.

Soohie i~ Gonsta nt.

'l'hey showed us John the Bap.t.:i.s ts

A.rab.s wor•e Draying ?c reP.ditH ; their KorB.ns~

just outs:i.de ., so we went in.

tomb here ..

The tomb of' S8ladin is

Fro:ri here we we.lked down

11

-che Street

called StrB.ip: ht 11 to the home of Aranai s, whic:1. hA.s been conver ted

into a church .

I hs.d alw ri ys thou;:;,; ht tha.t A.:~anais

patron saints o.f this country -- now I know it,.
bn:l.SS

-F~c.to'Y

where. thi

iY\il.ke.

w2_:=,-

one of the

Next came

ihe

the rr\o5t wonder ful inl c1.id brass fl.c. woodwo rk I

ever hope to see -- but terrib ly exnens ive~
home, but they said there was

35% duty

small 1?.rticl es & will bring them home.

I would have sent some

beside s cost.

I got severa l

We B.re going out again this

P . M. to the Bazaar s -- they are wonder ful -- silks, brass, old
de~ger s & armor, everyth in~ to get the tourist ~
the others .

Will write again soon.

Must stop & go with

2.1 !
Love from
Stanle y.

*
To Mrs. James R. Kerr

Stanle y E. Kerr Collec t.ion

/

Darby , Penns ylvani a

Prone rty of Susan E. Kerr

.2 I l.

Rayak , Syr.i a

Nov. 16, 1919.
Degr Maria n,

I'm so b .· ;i.lled up I for.R:e t how to s·oell your
a~ain -- strand ed at Ryak.

I am

narne -- Here

They have the rotten est railwe y

sys-

tem in Turkey -- speci ally design ed for the discom fort of passenge rs.
Trains from Aleppo alweys just mis~ conne ctions

with the

Beiru t train at Rayak,

~

_yeste rday our train from Beiru t just mi~sed

the .Ale"'J-co train, due to the feet that our engine broke P.:oirig over
the cog:

railw8 .;f over

fhe. Le.ba.t101'\

mount ains~

So last nip:ht I _

sleot o:: s. bench :.:1 8 ·cJ:J.r s.t the statio n hotel here, &. now I

1 ".11

just

waitin ~ f 0r tne ~ext train .

. :. · :'·:.:.-::-:· )s::' --~")

.

c~r :7!~

~~~~

'IhurE,: : ;; y

'.l".'.)Y'r:

0
;

~a~.
~ :· :..-

~..:e

:_::ot the lette r I wrote from D0.masc us talkirn :i: F-.bout
D~-:-1r.scus certai nly is

R

sort of Dari:d iss~

On

le f't the city in our "i1eo and cross en over the

m'.:"; ir.::<::i ::<: ::o ·:;r:.::: Jo:'.'do n ::)etwe en the ~fater s of' ~--re·ron to the
Se~. of

·J-a:il~ e,.
0

:r-os2s -;

::; i:: e rlver ,.<: T_.rent do~.m the erlP-:e of the lake past

It was •::. :::ls..zlng !"lot day,
CBperna.;.1..:-:1

;c oa.ck.

tha wnole ~/';s.y.

so we hj_red a rail oo~t to take us up to

There was no wind, so our boa.ti ner

Cace"".'n8_Um is just a mass o1' ruins~

hB s been uncov e~ed .in the

to\

had to row
big syn!:3~ o~ue

exco..v~+,ans b,.1t no thin~ el.se coul-:5 be seen •

.Me.gda lP was che home of Ma.ry "M.g_p:d::,_lene, not far f:rom Capern
aum.
Our boat sot back after dark, and M~~ee & I too~ a swim just
as

tha moon came un over the sea.
The next day we nrocee rled to Ci=ma, s a.W two stone jui;rs ( "srid"

to be those in which the water was turned to wine) , & then went
on
to Nazar eth, built riqht on the side of a hill. Ma~y 1 s Wall is
on
the ed~e of the city, & was c~owd ed with wo~en irewin q water ,
&

i13
carryi ng jugs on their he,?_ris.

There are a numbe r of church es here

kept by Franc isc8n monks on the spots claime d to be the scene
of
the annun cation , Josep h's home, the · carpe nter shop, etc.

The chap-

els are beaut ifully decor gted. The trip from Nazar eth to Haifa
was
an easy one.

v,{e er-me in siR;ht of

Mt.-.. Car:ne l and the Medi terrr-m ee.n,

early in the aftern oon end got our first punctu re ri~ht in
the
.Shad:Jw of' Mt~ Carme l, near the -olace where El ij a 1 s sacrif ice

W8s

burne d U!>.

The only intere sting thin~ about qaifa is its beaut iful situ~

ation ·- -- et the foot · of Mr_. Carme l -and on the edge of the
coast
We spent the

nL;,ht here

'1~hi.~
_,~~~-_,----~
_-,_~t
- -.
- - '
-

Thi ~

s ~ ~~~on

~ ~s

&: the next 1ay pla.nn. ed to reach Beiru t.

t·:1Q~ --,,~ea
t'--'
-• i·~st
~
-

we
~
n ' __--.
'-'

•

Q

;:;

the ancie nt

~

:);

nlmo~~
~he most' intere
st:in~~
~ ~
~

C,~

•

Phoen icia.

,J

•

L

V

0

Fro~ Haifa to Acre there

ifs r:c, :-':::;,,_: e.::-: :.::::::: t he ,:;hore , w11.ich is lined with quicks
ands an-: sand-

dunes .

-'~·he Br:.:is h r.rtr:.y rnrn·ch e d over this rout e on their . Rdv 2nce

u-p to \. l e ouo, ;,: !'.:f!d l 8_i0 chicke n 1....rire over the wort< t nJ. r, ce 9

ssid wa 1idn 1 t dare sten in the sand, so he looke~ over the

~

~-fa&ree
CR~

th.oro l ~r -~-~ foI'B s t2rtin v 2.c-ros s -- then stF.t_rted off as fF.tst
P,S we
' , d go -- ~u
-, ,-. -4~
I r,
•l
co~~
mi_
es an hour, the wheel s on one side in the water, ,~ thG whole cp,_r in when the surf' came in, so we got spraye
d

with s ~lt water .

~~lfw Ry over the engine just natur ally sto9ne ~.

Luc-1:d ly we were on e. f'ir~ snot, becau se by the tirne MBgee found
the

trouiJ le (srnd in the distri butor box) we had a flat tiree
next tro 1_1.bl e

',-JB_::i

The

t h s. t we p:o t into some soft sand & couldn I t budge

the cRr, but some of the Eyntia n Labor Corps cPme along &
helped

us o:.1t.
troiJ_bJ .e~

'}ot stu.ck once more but manaP: ed to null out witho ut extra
?lnall y we were on the P.:ood roed outsid e A.ere ,~ mane ,R:ood

time ( good me .g.ninr.; l.+O .:nile s a.nhou r. }
in Crusqd e~ times,

~

Acre - w2.s a famou s -fortre ss

was the last place the Crus 0 ders y1el1e d to

Wt
the Moslems.

From Ac~e to Tyre the road followed the great Rorna.n

acqueduct , still in use, the cli!TI.bed the !!ladder of Tyre 11 or Scala
'11 yrioru:n.

The road the whole way to Beirut wc1.s· just on the er'lg:e

of the sea coest & the view was great.

At Tyre we stopned long

enough to see the old town ?c the remains of' the old Phoenician
castle.

then went on to Sidon.

On the road we nassed by Serapta

where :Slye. Wl:'l .s fed on the h;;;.nciful of meal and passed many tombs
in the ~halk cliffs whe~e the kings of Tyr~

&

Sidon were buriea.

We investiga ted these but found nothing except squRre CRVerns
some

h.Um::.n

DO ne S

i

Il

~

one e

There is an A.C.R.N.E . medical clinic in Tyre, and in Sidon
a hos-cit"'l :i en ornhi:i.nr,;:,:e~

the t

0

1;0

We hR.d dinner at the hospitRl, whe!'e

:::.;.!'ses :;o !'k, ,3t left them there. Sidon is about the rnost

unusu2i city I•~e seen~

It is almost un~er~rou nd, as the streets

arc built unrler the houAesv with onening bet~een, so it is like
walkin2 :~ru endless subways.

There were interestin g remains of

old Cru8ade~ castles~ c~nnon here.
Next st ,.-::,-o -- Beirut.

1)ue to two more nunctures we arrived

after d~rk, afte~ every interestin g ride past Jonah's to~b ( one
of thar:i), the cavern from which . n.lexa.nder ! s sprcopht)g us wr-: s te.ken

and finally thru an enormous olive grove -- the third largest
in tha world -- a.bout

5

miles long.

At Sldon we passed thru enor-

mous orenR;e & anricot or-chards, /,;, could pick oranges off the trees.

There were lots of ~ete calms loaded with dates just ripe , but

they don't taste ~ood.
vie stop:qerl in Be:i.rut at th_e A. c. R.N. E. he1:1d.qu::._rters till Se.t.
morning, or-:tid for

0 1 1r

cP-r

:990 divided P.mon,s;,: the five of us

and came on home, but now ~re stuck in Ryak~
l1oyan,

8.

At Beirut Miss

nurse from Jif.g_rash was e.lso leavinr: for Alenpo t so 'Junaway

& she & I

a.~e toP.:ether.

& it is heavy.

We are ta.king :$25, 000 in gold to Aleppo

Besi:1.es, we hear that the lest three trains to Alep-

po ha.ve been robbed by Bedouins near Homs ··, so may h,o,ve some trouble yet.

on the

If there are ~ood trPin connectio ns 1 111 st6p at BaRlbek
WRY

up.

The whole trin has been wonderful .

I won't want another dRy

off now till I'm thru with the A.C.R.N.E .
all it will be on ~J

WBY

home..

Magee

!I;;

gain.{!, home by we.y of Bsg;i.ad to C1;dro.

If I see Jeru.sRlem Rt

Dunaway

&.I

are planning on

I think I asked before to

he.ve any money thP.t I he:ve in the bsnk sent to me in the form of

a draft on a New York b8nk.

I don't know how much I 1 ll need but

to be on the s?.fe side I think I ou~ht to have at least ':f'
~150 ,

I h2..ve that m1.1ch to m}r nP-me.

if

It's uretty hRrd to save anything at

all of o~r Rllo~cnce here.
I suppose j~ere is a teller waiting for me et Aleppo. Hope
so,.

I wented :.o se:n,l o. box o f thinrrn home for X:m.Rs but am toln it

may no~ "Set there

a2.

the :mails fot'

DP.Ck.'0 .cr,es

Are

not R:oorl, & also

that t:ae duty on thin2:s su~h e.s I hRve is ouite her,vy.

all I c2.n send is some more photos.

So P..m F.:f'-r'aid

I 1 11 keep all the souvenirs

Ir ve bo·'.lf-':ht & br>ing the:!<1 home in ::ny trunk.

Dunaway just came in & s8.ys he

SRW

from ifarash here in the lp,yak station.

one of' the British officers
This officer s ,:iys tha.t on

the we,y r10 ,·m to Alepno lSO ti.rp,bs att8.ckad an Armeni:=m convoy while
1

the Indians from Aintab ,~·ere not far away ( the Indian troo-os that
I nassed on the sF~e road).

An Indian officer & twenty of his

lancers on horsebqck chPrged the Arabs, who had a mRchine gun.
officer & three men were °Killed & eight wounr1ed.
a lot of the Arabs

The

'rhe Indiani:t killer!

lf4,

Eight of the French sol1iers in Marash have been killed by
snipers in the town.
& Aleppo now.

All the British are out of Mar·s.sh, Aintab

A British sergeRn t here in Rayak told me last

nip:ht that he had been

up

to Homs

the day before with some In-

dian~, looking for · the bandits who robbed the train.
with the head of the Bedouin chief, 9 uri soners 4
J ..

He came biwk

a lot

or

horses the

from the British .
Yust close now es I hg_ve no more uauere
time & my train le2ves soon.
you gre alJ. well ·'-c Hrrnpy~

Also it is dinner

LoB.ds of love to all the house.

Bope

Wi11 write soon 8c tell about Ba<1\bd, •
Stanley.

Stenlej E. Kerr Collecti on
Property of Su~an E. Kerr
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Aleppo ., Turkey .

Nov. 23, 1919.
Dear Folks :

By the tim~ this reache s you it will be time to say "Merry
Xmas 11

--

so I 1 11 · se.y . it now ann. hope i t gets there by Dec. 25th.

Sorry I can't help fill us the row of stocki n~s and help eRt the
fsrr:ily Turkey ~
~(cm proba oly a:ot n;_y letter s writte n from Damas cus and
Beiru t

before this.

got beck.
train,

I found sever, ,l wai tin~ for me .s.t Aleppo when I

As usual the train from Beiru t missed the Alepuo

so we had to sleep on a bench in the car anoth er night .

The t:-,:.-;' ec ross the Lebon an ?v1ts. from. Beiru t to Ra.ye.k was wonde
r-.
ful ,.

o!:

?.

~~~-:.-e s:r::.;:i:::e :c·un.s on a cog-r ail, n.s.rrow P;P-O:e,. & broke down
~-:~Bp g:-s:.-:ie.

Du.::.s_ :. ,;:,-_- ·,:
so~~~ ~

.i..

fi.t

one po in-::; we passed thru s cloud , & then

~-s."':-""."'e tskinq - {525-' OJ:J in gold in ou1• trunk to Aleppo ,

~o t ove~jo yed when they told us et Rayak that Bedou ins

had~~ :~ un the Aleppo triin ti~ee ni~ht s in succe ssion betwe en
Baalbe ~

~

Homs.

Howev er,

I st~yed overn ight

at Baalb ek & saw

-r,he K8nd.e:...,ful ruins there, datirnz from the second ce-ntu ry, while
Dunaw ay went on to Aleppo .
some of Dunsw ays.

1 1 11 enclos e the pictur es I took &

(rrhe biP:: ones are Dunaw ays

negA.t ives., so don't

R:i ve the'<l away~ but I hRve ner.:a ti ves for the sma.11 ones
-lie can re-

place them if you want to give them to anyon e.}

Du.naway reache d

.Alep9 0 witho ut being robbed , & my trip from Baalbe k to Aleppo
wasn 1 t at all exciti n~,

. by ArBbs at the train.

excep t that near Homs rocks were thrown
One struck about a foot from my head.

A

Britis h offic er next to me had been on the train a few niqhts before when the Bedou ins got on.

The one who boarde d his car

J.I i

hoi:.i-ever wa.s ttfinished 11 ,
of his automatic .

as the officer let him have the contents

A ser~eant from qayak was sent up in cher~e

of a patrol of Indians & returned with nine prisoners and the head

of the Bedouin chief ..
When I got be.ck to Aleppo Lambert sent me on up to Aintab
on an errand, -~ I

just got back a couple of days a~o.

Things

a :r e fairl.;r q_u.iet .there now, & in I·farash, but the country is very
unsettled & rian~erous since the British left~

Even here 1ri Al-

eppo t~e Arabs are app~rentl y hostile to all foreigner s, & the

A:neri c ~-ns ha·ve !.19.d_ a. se1?ie s of ur1pleasan t experienc es v1i th theme>
The V9ry day the British evacuated Aleppo Miss Van Dyke went
aro"'l.::. :: :::: th0 A.c.q.N.E . :tedice.l

supply store e.nd found an Ar8.b

col~~el ~81 t~o~en in an~ was halping hi~self, while his orderly
·:J,.~.;:

for the 1oot~

~.::. s .:3-;;; ,:.: :..cl~· colo:::.el
th.e

11

best it 11 •

.~ ;.:--..

to~ i

nr.

Lambert decldE, d to move all

another place, k the A~ab officers at the build-

;' r . -

,.;;._

One of the knerican boys rrrRbbert

Lambert got
~h~~

r

1

Qeeven." and

~he~e to get off~ went aheerl with the movin~~

The

t1ext n.~..:..: l--~ t a J).~rtY of Ar•a.b sold:i.ers visiterl our ~aso]_ene

d.11:--np

at he~dq~ert ers

~

were bel9in~ the~selve s to it when the A.Cw~.N.E .

boys haa~d about it.

I wish I had been Around!

Our fellows

opene·::!. f'ire on them and. wounded orie man, who died a few cfays la.ter.
One of our chaps didn I t he.ve a. gun, so chased the A.ra.bs until he

caw;ht one.,

The Arab drew his bayonet, but Bryan -ounche d him so

nice he for 1-;,:ot he had e. bayonet.

More Arab soldiers ca.me a:r·ound.

the next two nights for gasoline & were met eech time with bullets, bit no more cqsualtie s.

It looks as if they haa been sent

from hii2;her up.
The ArmeniPns are mostly all out or ~~leppo now -- only 100
left out of the 5000 who used to be at the Barracks,

& the Arabs

have taken over the . pl,::ice so we P.-re moving our hospita l out .

The

industr ial work such as ru~ ~a~ing & cloth weaving has stopped
too.

Diter, our quarterm aster, a Minneso te boy, went with a

truck to tBke the looms out ot the cloth factory ~ found an Arab
soldier g uarding them.

The Arab wouldn I t let Di ter I s men ta.ke

the stuff, so Diter ~ot peeved also Bnd being a Mennoni te di~n ' t

strike the sent~y, but merely ~ruboed him by the throat. and
o1nr-"-r~

hiY{l aga.ir:st the wall until his truck was lo2ded.

When

they ceme back for a sec.onii. lo.e.d the sentry had reinforc ements .~
Di ter c.:)u.l dn I t ;:et anything .

Our cons'..11 proteste d to the Arab

militc.:,Y governo r, who finally gave permiss ion to move the rest
of~

-s~e

:.:_,:, ,J:ns .,,

Q:-1e of ot1r

it: t,9~p1'le ters he2.rd the _..\ra_ b ca:otain baiv"l-

i:::;:- ·:::·..:.:. ~::e ::~0.::::"'y f:;r let':iD? the }1:merican s get .8.W9.y

::.::s.:,

fi:· ~"'.'.

l.: · ::-:;

rrrn.ff;l 0~:Lng or;.e

.A.« C:. ~ ~ .,,_~-- ~~ ·3:.

~ ~ ~~i~ ~

ssid nBut t~ere were too m<=my for me.

:,:ennoni te ~

-::--~ ~.r

!3re about

'4s h:=;ve
~~e

with thA.t
11 --

Too

about eip:ht !-rermoni tes in the

best .·~ hard.est \.J0!:"1ring in the

more exciting has happened in Aleopo exceut that

the~e er~ young j~ttles fouqht almost every night if rifl~ shots
me8n a~ythi ng.

I s~pnose if t~ere were R daily neper in ~lepno

we would h8ve more news, but ~sit is all we know is from hearinR
the shots & seeinq the A~ab soldiers dash up the derk alleys et
night.

Dr. Kennedy came from Alexand retta

8..

few days ago for medical

supnlies & money for the relief work there.

He stayed in my room

while here & SP.id he knew the road was dangerou s, but had to r,,;o
back in a carrai~~ -- a two day trip.

It was on this road that

the Indian troops.h ad a battle with A~abs a couole of weeks ~go.
Kennedy finally started back, & we heard two days ago that he had

been held up & everything t~ken -- relief money, medicines, personal stuff

,:i.-:

even had received t;m knife wounds.

·we haven't

had word from Dr. Kennedy himself yet, except a short telen:re.m.
He we.s well armed, so must 1:J_ave been taken by surprise.

We may

all be on a neace expedition, but all the men of our pai:-ty 2.re

prer)ared to shoot first.,

then ask questions.

'I'he appronriation s of money hPve been cut do·wn to such

R.n

ex~ent that the ~rmenians are going to suffer terribly this winter.
It isr:' t their f9.ul t

that they aren I t ready .for self supuort yet.

They n.s v e been held in refuge c;:i..::.-nps for so long that they

haven I t time now to make ho1~es for the winter -- ·the 'l'urks .. have
t he i ~ ~':sines2 ~ h o~as, stores, everythi n ~ -- when they do get
b~~i

~c

~~sir ~cmes.

Even our A.c,q.N,E~ orphanages & rescue

o ~e d~~ss {~ o :~ boys & girls weRr
?or

~n~

see::7::. t

:i

R

sort of dress)

w~ n~ e r t~ey will be given woolen socks & a sweater.
b..?.i/e pl emty of socks

--'<c

aren 1 t bu!lt for heaters.
1;;i!1te:1.

We

sweaters -- but I don't see how

peonle live in places like Marash without stoves.

this

-- no shoes.

~he houses

Out in the villages thousands will die

c0n 1 t be prevented.

Where the A.C.R.N.E. is

working tr1e suffering will be much less, but even there it can 1t
be elir.1in8. ted~

I had a letter from Mr. Melkongan saying he hF.d received the
money you sent.

I was certainly glad to get all the mail th~t

came l a st week -- a letter from G-rubbie -- full of pep, & one from
Dar:ldy

&;

Marion, & one from Stuart at· Lancaster.

Stua,:,t must

have enjoyed( 'i')his vacation from the experiences he had on the

...... . /

:i.2.1

trip.

I 1 m much obliged for the films, & have at last got the

camera working fine.

The lens was much faster than I ha.d imaa.:ine d,

so I continu ally o_verexp osed my ~icture s.

'l'his urinting paper

doesn 1 t do it justice, but f;tives an idea of what the cemera ooes.
I we.nt Stuart's Cinncin nati address.
Lab crowd . soon if I ~et a chance.

I 1 11 write to the Harrison

It seems as if most of my

spare time we_s taken up with letter writing. and picture taking.
At Aintab I photogra phed 960 orphans and had a record made
of es.ch child 1 s na__rne, its parents ' names, & a story of each one 1 s
expe::,ie nces du!'inr: the w2.r.

These will be copierl and the copies,

with p:1.otos, ssnt to krnerica with an appeal for indivi.d uals to

It wes lots of _fun doinp; this work
as al2.

-r o
._., _ _

'>P .

0 n ~ ~~.-.... ...,, '-"

7

-

&

ki~s like to be photoed .
..i. ,.,.. -

At Msrash I 1 m to .do the

~o te.1,,_1.. you
nbo1..1t my ne~ 1·00
•.
U'

<,;.,

,

.._

•

_ .-J-V'll

•

,

same

c,

I W9nt on o~r little oleasure trio to Damascus I told Dr~ L8m-

be::·t -:o f-l.n~ :;::;,::nethin9-: for me to do on my return besides the litt:"'_1
- A_

""
•.- ,.~'}
__

' h
:i
J0'-3

d •
i- t-ve b sen ,.oing;

.p
-LOT'

Ch or more ..
a rnoff_.

is sa~i!n~ me to Marash fo~ the winter.
leaving ,

~

So now he

The Directo r there is

I believe Dr~ Wilson may be directo r in his place, with

me as assi.stan t, so that Wilson can put most of his time on medical

work.

~ilson is coming down to Aleppo soon and I expect to go

b .9 .ck

the last of the month.

The arrangem ents haven 1 t

been co:rnplet ed, so this may not be carried out, but at least I

to go to Harash.

1

m

The roads Are ba::l already (the rains have begun)

so you may hear very seldom from me durin;,; the winter -- perhaps
not iit all --

HS

there is no railroad , & our cars may not be

able to get thru all winter.
severill months.

So this may be the last letter for

I 1 ll write often, but don 1 t know whether they

will ever get even to Alepoo. · My mail address will still be Alepno.

I sent some ~hot os home last week in an enve lope
with out a letter.

You migh t see if the Led~ er want s to use the nhot
os of the
Brit ish evac witio n. Some one wrot e Duna way they saw
a.n

B.Ccount

of' our "join t 11 lette r in the Ledge "'.,

copy .

If' you can, mf:lil us a

Rec' d the Lit. Di.R:est & the Penn Gaze tte.

~fa.ny than ks.

Load s of love to all from
Stan ley.

*
'l'o the fami ly of' Jame s R. Kerr
Darb y, Pan.. ~sylv Rnia

Stan ley E. Ker~ Coll ectio n
Pro~ erty of Susa n E. Kerr

Aleppo, Syria.

Nov. 29, 1919.
Dear Mother,
One of the fellows just told me he was lea.ving for America tonight,

so 1 1 11 write a. short letter _& let him mail it ''over there"

if he is sure of goin~ direct.

He is one of the AmericR ns who

WRS

in tha British army in Palestin e & joined up with us for a short
time.

His narne is Cohen.t fie he lives in Jersey.
ri'he courier just i::;rri ved from Constan tinople a few ni;.i:hts

ago with mail -- I got a big letter from Dad with the clipping
&

a letter from you~ Marion.1

Of course I was

glad to get the~ all & to he a r all the home news.
lette ?·' s

~'JW

so c2.:n i t; answer

I cen 1 t find the

question s if you R.sked. any.

'I'he big

enve.l o pe "'i th ~::.e Led ;! er article in it had been cut open, but
prob~bly nothinq w2s missin~ .
there.

''..'he

p29:e

ing o f the story,,

The newspap er article wasn't all

had b een cut just below thenictu :re ,~ alot was nn ss-

That re:::iorte r ought to be shot.

hi~ whe,t I thLnk of his misrepPe sentinp.; th.ings so.

I heme you tell
'1'ell him if

he us e s quo t ation msrks to be more careful thPt he quotes & does
not make up the story to suit h.imself. ,

It was rather embA.rassinfl:

when I showed the article to others, esnecia. lly to Dunaway , to have
to ex-ole.in that I hadn 1 t

trier1 to te.ke the credit of Dunaway 's work.

The repo~te r even publishe d a photo of °D'J.naway & Miss Shabe & le.beleci i t Mr .. Kerr instea_rJ of Dunaway , whose narne was certainl y writ-

ten o~ the beck of the photo.

What made both of us peeved was that

DunA.hray had alreariy P:i ven this photo to a. man from Harners with

permiss ion to use it in his story & copyri~h t it.
blame for th ,'=!t,
reoorte r.

But I am to

for not senrUng word which photos not to i:z:ive the

In the future I'll '11ark -oicture s which are not mine.

All of the

4 x 5

photo s & the vest pocke ts are mine & can be used.,

but I reserv e the right to use them mysel f, & will not allow paners
to copyr i~ht articl es with my pictur es unless they ~ay for the
.
p:....! cr.ure
s.

We all enjoye d the story howev e~ espec ially the drawin g of
the two /1rneri cans in a Ford instea d of a qeo , & reachin i:i: up for
ti'1e veiler l Ar·.::neni~m from a sec )nd story house. .
1

The Arab viller: ters

don•t n,:isse ss such luxur ies as 2nd story house s.

The four

resses nearly fell over when I showed them. their pictu re.

waitIt was

remark P..ble to have such .fine cuts from vest pocke t pictu res.

Make

the repo~ ters pay for pictur es which are not of relie f work, but
of g anc::?9.l

inter- est, such as the 3ri tish leavin ;r, Turkey ., .

I don't believ e you ~ave been gettin g all my letter s.

phrct-; e g .

It

Did!l 1 -s you 2:et that one?

'°1iss Dwi;zh t came thru Xl.eppo a lonp- time

1

·ti
Oj ·-·--- ...-

.,..,
(\)

,.G
~1

"
30 quoted chis pRra~ r~nh,

r.;

.

I

think if you wrote to New York off1ce

P.r.

tellin g them that I have never receiv ed

cu tl1.em ,~: have sE:en Miss Dwin:h t, it is up to them to make
Roo1 with
t)

t

'l)

H

.•, - - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - ---- - - - ~

ment'lr me'j. the glP-ss es.
.

,o

m

ago nnd l n.Pd. sever·a l. long conve t'satio ns wl th her but she
never

eithe r ql~sse s or the price of them.

s

I •m tired of their poor busi-

< ness :metho ds~

~ell we h4d a wonde rful Thank sgivin g day here -- It was j ust
• . •{i ence th.B t th
I
a r::01nci
b s ..
d eel,
, e f.,ra
• d e d tA) 11ave some

11

d 01ngs
•
II ,
'
d
an

all rlr'...y long there were enor·m ous crowds on the stree ts, parade
s,
speech esy dance s,

etce whic.h me.de it seem more 1:Lke a holida y ( ex-

cept for the Armen ians, who were scctred skinny . )

about thPt in a minut e.
from other statio ns

~~o

But T 1 11 tell

There were q,1.i te a numbe r of Americ rms here
we had p,bout 32 in all. for th0

d.::i.y.

I h::i.d

to work a while in the morning so missed the
got a lot of donkeys 3: took the .girls out,

11

donkey ride".

( s ome of the

bein2 h e avy-wei g hts past the chicken stage.

11

1 •

;,ie

P:i:r-ls"

I had no idea they

intended to ~o thru the streets, but heard later thHt the whole

crowd rode down the main street to the American consul 1 s ho'...1..se
just as the .Arabs were having a 1Jarade.

don't under•s ts.nd that Ameri cens all

R:O

The Arabs, j_t

seems,

crazy once in a while, &

tho-;J..~ ht tha.t this wa.s e. sort of punishrn ent of the .A.111erica.ns in connectio~ ~ith their demonst rBtions aQainst all foreign control.
Others thought that we were being punished for somethin g else -- as

one of t ::~s -::un.i.s::::.me::1.ts in the eAst is to make

on a

~~~~s~

2.

man ride b;:i_ckwards

th~~ ~he streets -- an1 some of our people we~e doin~
~~

~-~Y :1,a te i t csused consider .able unfa.vore.ble com-

i'l 'J XC on t~.'? -:-:iro~ra:m w2..s lunch,,

then a basebal l q;ame -- thanks

to t:-:-:.- ~,:::-,-::::ri ,:; ,~::-:. -! .Jf. G. ~.,. which hns sent ba.sebal l eouipme nt, & oth-

e::? S''.~::::- ·:.:c· sr.;u.f:·,

;~: a movie outfit to Aleppo.

In fact they are

boys p~ayir~ to~ethe r -- perhaps then when they grow up they won't

ba cu-;:;ting each other 1 s throats.

In the evening a grand Turkey

dj_n.ner -- ::--s al tur:-cey, % mince pie -- the best meal we 1 ve hed .for
years it seems ..

1\nd after dinner movies in our. own house, tha.nks

a~ain to the Y.M.G.A . & to our crackerj ack mechani cal genius Johnnie El--1.er, who set up a.n electric light plant ( run on a kerosene
movie m"chine all in less than two da y s.

The Arabs mes.nwh.i .le were a.lso having a P..;rand time .

Early in

the morning a herald went thru the sti'.'eets with a bell, ordering
all shops closed for the day & all Armenian s to stay indoors~
the Armenian s were scared -- but it was a wise move .

The Arabs

Natural ly

were prepar ing a big demon stration -- pro Arab -- & anti everyth ing
else ..

They paraded up & down the streets with a funny "banau, .

shoutin g

11

Long live the Are.b indepen dence, u & calling on .Allah ..

At the corner of our street , not more than 100 ft. from my win1ow
an enormo us crowd gathere d t0 listen to speech es about the Arabs
being ~ble to rule the~se lves.

1 1 11 enclose a negativ e of this

crowd, .CJ.s I haven 1 t had time to more than develon e the film.

Toe

next d ay was quiet, but today the same thing hapoen ed, the differ -

ence ::ieing; that today the whole Hedjaz army passed thru the city
- - field 2.rtille ry, IJ;.achin e gun comoan ie s, cavalry , ,<c infantr y &

supr::ly ~a:ior:s -- every solcie r with his pack of blPnke ts, etc. as
, ere.2 Some
though ~nsy were goin~ soriewn
say thei a~e going south

~.::::: .t...:::e. e".'i:; ·;; ::-: s h2.ve had no more trouble si.nee E}_r'ler shot

Arab soJ_:::!.e r

P-.t us

4rabs

1

b:..~':: t .~ e

r,

P..re awfully insoJ.e nt.,

the

The way they glare

.::-.:s, :;::,s .s :,1.e. ::'.'eel. like slammi ng a f'ew of them.,

~3~::. orss c 2..:-:e :I.n a few days P.p:o of Dr~ Ke:nned y 1 s experie nce on

the ~ay

~~

~lexa~ dratta.

get.

Kenn.ed y

I may have written ~hat before -- I forW8.S

about 2 miles beyond. Ka.tma and only

a half ho~~ s ride f'rom the Khan3 where he
As it

W~3

WA

s to spend. the ni ~ht ..

alrea:1y after sundow n the carrair rn driver was burring

a.lon:2; an:i as he rounde d a shP-rp curve in a. cut the bandit s sur-

prised them.

The horses shyed & upset the carraig ~.

Altho there

were five bs.ndit s , Dr~ Kenned y (being an Irish missio nary) pulled
his revolv er & started pulling the trigge r, but the darn thing
wouldn 1 t work.

By this time he wa.s being stabber l,

and beaten with

rifle butts, one blow knocH:i ng his revolv er out of his hand.
servan t was also stabbed .

His

Two of the men then starter ! ta.king 1Jr.

Kenned y up a ~ulley~ nrobab ly to kill . him, but looke~ back & saw

l11

the other three getting ell the loot, so let him go.

He lost ev-

er.ythin ~, & hadn't even f'o0d. left for the rest of his three day
j ourney .

!viedica l su-o-oli es, relief money & person al money & cloth-

i ng were taken.

At a French outpos t fRrthe r on his wounds were

dressed , & at Alexan dretta he got plenty of attenti on at his own

hosnit al.
Everyt hing is quiet in i\ intab.
if reDo~t s are cor.rec t~

In the south there is trouble ,

_-qu.mors a.re that bridP.:e s hAve been blovm

up betwee n :3eirut & :!)amasc us, :y; that the Arebs have capture d Gen.
Ha.roor g es a hostag e in retqlia tion for the British taking· an Arab
chiefta in.

Damasc us is said to be unsafe for the British .

These

rumors ~ay be untrue .
I

~ ~3

8X?9~~ ing to go to Marash sever~ l ·d8ys ago, but will not
' . . . ..
'l'he ,9Y':i"'.'Hngements f,S they
now stand are that

- - :.- ... b

Dr. W~lscn is tc be Direct or there, with me as treasu rer 2nd Ren-

erel ~c~pqe r,

nr.

s1~ce

ln medieq l work.

Wilson WRnts to soenri most of his time

I don t t . exnect to be out of T··I2rash until after

the rain3 are (:,ver -- probab Jy near the end o:f March.

rfails will

be very uncert ain so you may not hear very often from me.
Our work has been cut down a greAt deal on accoun t of the b i~
cuts in the anpron :riation s.

PeoDle at home si~nply must keep the

orphan ~ges going, even if nothin g else is done.
I 1 m awfully sor ry I couldn 1 t send Christm a.s gifts home.
0

A lot

of my friends wlll nrobP.b ly think I might have writte n at leBst a

letter , but it takes all the time I have to write home once in a
while. except th~t I soend a lot of my sp~~e time making pictur es.

I 1 11 enclos e some more in this letter .

'l:1he three in brown o.f the

bs.rrac ks I can't replac e, .but I hp_ve the negativ es for e.11 the rest.
The set showing the m8.nUf9.cture of boulr.:h our ,g_re beini::s used for

4

publi catio n by the A.C.3 .N.E. so don't let any repor ter
use th....,m.
The Ledge r migh t want to use the ones of the Arab army,
consi
Q

der-

ing what they are doing now.
tion of the winte r food

tor

The numberer.!. pictu res show the prepa ra-

('.)vlr orphar .s in Aintab.

I am also tB.kin g a chanc .e on enclo sing a littl e pj_ece
of dT'awn
work done by one of the Arme nian girls in o,J_r indu
stria l estab lishment.
This is suppb sed to be lined & used for a hand kerch
ief case.
is for you ~c i,..Iorn. Let me know if it gets thru all
right
1

also the 1Jl ace from which this lette r is maile d,
if you can read

the post narks .
i'-iu.s

well

G:

f.Ioth.B ~

~

close now.

.t.:.;;.:;r;:,-.
1 :::

Hone

all had a fine X:nas vacat ion & are

JOU

It I s too br:,d the docto r ca.n rt locat e the cause of

-::.~'J'lCl~.

'-:oue they final ly succ2 e<l.

I 111 try to write

alot 0~ lstte ~s :c3or row t make a stab at catch in~ up
in roy corre ~
spon~ ~~c e.

rJ~

Rad 9 lette r from

today , one from Mr. Pelti er

in Ifo-;,; Yo::>k~ :,: s~.a fro::n W~sh in0:to n!

di:'.'}Z :\'"'.J'--<
he:-

!'2~--:3~

<>.G G'.].t

(It's

t:;~1?-t

r;..J:,

T)g_d.,

.t:;irl in W1rnh in;:ton .

they h8ve all been l::i<lI have actua lly fo:rR: otten

the one I got a lettE :r frorn,,) Anyho w,

since you

are all so dipp y~ must have some gossi p there was a nice
stude nt
nurse 8;_: '.!ial-: er '~eed who would have come on this here
exped ition

if she had had a cha.ne e, & whom I might have been
desne rate enoug h

to oropo se to if she h8d.

3ut, be1ng s 8.s she could n't come, I

didn 1 t do the trick , :~ by this ti!ne for-2:e t who she w;:is.
else?

Is Stuar t marri e~ yet?

or Jack Bound s?

Hope Lilli an Heebn er got a good hubby .

Anyth ing

or anybo dy else?

Lots of love to everyb orl.y

-- Adams famil y & all our house ..
from
Stanl ey.
P.S. The Cons tantin ople a1dre sss seems to be the
safer way to send

(not direct to Alenno) .
-- ----

~-

To Mrs. James 11. Kerr
Lancast er, Pennsylv ania

Stanley .E. Kerr Collecti on
Prope~ty of Susan E. Kerr

130

Nar•a. sh, Turlrn y.

Tues. Dec. 16th, 1919.
DeHr Da,i and F'a::ii ly.

I am gradu ally worki ng; up speed enoug h on this off"ic e typeWI'i ter to s.ttem pt a. lette r on it.
As you see , I em now in Turke
inste ad of Syria , and find it quite diffe rent pl8ce ~

y

You don't

hear a word of anyth lnp: excep t Turki sh here, not even
Arme nian,

as all t:,:-ie Arme nians sneak 'Put'ld sh,too . So I am not sorry
I studied Tur;{ ish in Alepo o in place of .Ara.b ic,

altho I picke d up enou~ h

Arabi c to make use of it. Here you can 1 t help talki ng.
I am writing this lette r about nine ?.Vi. idth a stead y rain comin;
~ down
outsi' 3e..

T!Ie :.'8.iny seaso n is on, which means it rains about
as

rnuch e :; i c. ::o e.:: i:1

T}=,rj-y

in the dry se 8son. All su:n:n er '.rJe hao. about

two l~ ~::e spri~ iles, end now a ~ood rain every ~ay or so.
Someobdy ~rook e1 my rain coat in Alepp o -~urin ~ the dry
seaso n, but I
still h,_:;~,e a nonch o, so won 1 c droim .

I thlnl<: it was my tent mPte

who took it, as he took everyt hj_nr, : else when he lef't :t'or
T·i'ard in.
I c".·;x~i:,ose it v-rill be near the end of ,T8.nU8.ry ...fhen
this let1

ter ~ets home.

Ihave writt en very few let~e rs to peopl e lrtel y,

and none at all to a lot of my frien ds, but simpl y h8Ven 1
t had a
chanc e.
Pleas e apolo gise where it will do any good, and tell
the

rest I hone· they choke if' they ar•e mad~
I left Alepn o in quite a hurry , as

8.

telegr 2.rn came sayinP;: an

auto bring ing Dr. Culle r from mnras h had broke n down,
so Dr. Lamv 30ttb ert and Dr. Wilso n and I st ar·ted out at three ocloc
k on ':iu.11.dayA to
&

c. 7

meet him, but uasse d Dr. Culle r in anoth er car befor
e we ~ot to

r?

Ainta b, so staye d there over niRht and went on to maras
h the next

day~ when I got here I found the whole offic e .force
ha<i left, since

their contr acts were up, so I had to take up eve~y thing
witho ut

knowing where books were, how much cash should be
anything about the work.

in

the sa.fe, or

To make matters worse, ·Dr. Wilson, the

new director succeedinP- : Dr. Culler, wa s taken very sick with malaria the moment he arrived, which le.ft me director, treasurer , office
boy and bookkeepe r all at once, so you c2.n see I h a.ven I t had much

time for hunting wild _boar or writing letters.

worse yet, i

just

discovere d t hat the l a st person who kept the books here was about
as gooc at n s. th:.rn2.ti cs as she was good looking, ---{ *). Dr. Wilson
has ra~o vered from his malaria enough to operate on ~eople at the
hospital, but doesn 1 t seem to
es dir ~c~o r .

hEtVe

much time for his office duties

I ha ve just finished up the job of straighten ing the

ac coL~:::::s :;.:.::-::d a!"ld. 8.:n .roin2 to reward :-n.yself by t::i.kinP.'. a <'lay off

for wor~ing every ni~ht Rnd sundays.
The

~ :~~ ~ 5

e~ e ~~11 o f boar.

The old chief of Kishaflee , where

SD.id. t-::-_a :J:J2..r e-::::-:3 down every night to the surir,p; where we CPmped.
Dec~ 15th

Snj-·j::=' c ,.:•:.e in i.? st ni ght/\from Aintab in the car brj_nging up sup-

pLi. :->s ~::i broug::t in two jackals he shot on the wa.y up. I saw sev-

er8.l tne nL;ht I came up but we had no rifle. The country is so

full of them that you see on an average about nine every trip between here and Aintab. They ar e attracted by the glare of the hea~s.nd you can see their eyes shininQ' alon~ the road. Spywas

alone, but stopped the car each time he sFw one snd hit

two squ1:,rely, just by the light of the head-lir:h ts.

The skins Rre

pretty g o o d.

'I'he Tu:i:>ks e.re behaving themselve s very well Just now, as they
prob Ably are be~innin~ to realize that they will never have independence if they don't behave.

A lot of French reinforcem ents ar-

rived yesterday and the opinion is that the Turks here are going

to be punish ed for the troubl e they made a short time ago.

There

wa s a little skirm ish outsid e of Mara& h a few days ago which was
k e pt rathe r quiet.

By the way, we he e.rd a f'ew days ago that the

Arabs tried to captur e Jerab lus from the French a couple of weeks
a g o but were defea ted.

Yeste rday there was a little excite ment.

I was in r1y office , which is on the very ed;,;e of the town, when
a
cannon starte d boomin ~ and shells be~an to burst within a
few
hundr e d y ards of my window e

I looked out and. coulr3 see the shells

burs~i r:;;: s.nd hea.r them whist le, but co .1ln.n 1 t see therren emyrr.
1

't'he

Ar~en ians were sc~red as usual, until we founrl the French
~ener al

was ar ~i 7 ~~~ en1 the artill ery was shelli ng the hill as a salute
.

The .:i':- e:::. c:-~ offi~e. :--s here 2.re very aP:'.ree13.ble and come around to
visit
us

c~ i ~~

~~ ~e ~.

Y~e troo p s are mostly the Armen ian Legion amd

Nor:---:::! ;; ::::;» ~'':-:.-= \ :: ::>rocs n cr:tvalr yrr..en

Br e

about

HS

pictnr esque as you

could i~ ag ine- r ed cloaks , bag~y trouse rs, brown turban s, and brown
~~e y r e ~ ind you of storie s of Sn anish pir8te s~
~l: -s ;.T·:::irk 2::-non.:z the Armen: i~rns heT'e is much more intere sting

thB.n

:.r:.

?.:::.spDo .

In Alepno they were all . refu~e es DHssin g thru on

their way home~ bu t here they are home, if you could call it thate
Most of t}:}.ei.r ho 1J.ses hgve eithe r been destro yed or hi:;_ve fallen
down fro~ ne2:le ct. In the villP.. ges the condi tions are much wo!'se
,
so:;ne of them not

8.

house sta.nd ing and no tools, wood, or anythi ng

to reb .1ild with. The ACRNE has been supply ing all the tools
and
1

nails end !!loney availe ble but it hardly makes F...n impre ssion.
The

refu?e es hardly have enough clothi n~ to cove~ them, no bedain
g,
nothir nz. I t i s such a commo n si~ht that you don't notice rags,
but

a third hBnd suit from A~eri ca is Fifth Ave.s tyle here. The rags
P,re so awful l th e y are really comic Rl. One men came in to the
office
B.

few days ago wearin g not much more than a shive r, and a hunk
of

burlap . Our organi zation runs an indust rial departm ent which turns

out n°tive style clothin g for 1istrib ution at a ROOd speed. Instead
of makin~ it out of the cloth sent from America ~ mostly unblBa ched
muslin and cotton flannel ,. we make our own cloth startin g from r.9w
cotton <:ind wool. This gives emnloym ent to severa l hundre d women,

who do . the

11

combing ~t spinninP .:, we we8ving ; and sewine: , and turn out

much mora suosta ntial ann wa1°mer clothinc z: than our cloth makes.

Our A'?leric an cloth is sold at a price which pays for the entire industri al work, and yet is cheap enough to enable the refuge es to
only
buy.
Cf course the clothin g mRde is givenA to people who cannot
& none is sold.
(for cloth)
buy.,A The policy is ls.l wa ys to make those who can pay a littleA
to do
sb, as this ureven ts the::n ho~gin g the share of the poorer ones.
Each o::s :..s

t,:::::,·

':-linse lf a.nd no one else, and any tii11e a fellow idth

a oai~ ~f u~njs ~? s

~

chance to get anothe r nair he grabs them Rn~

lets t~e next b~~~Gr ~o withou t. A certAin amount of abuse of re-

lief can 1 t be helpe~y I suppos e, but it certain ly makes you marl
when you I'i~d a big chau in an orohan age with enough money to board
outsid e -,,.rhil8 hundre ds of little fellows s..re sleepin g in stt=tble~
in the city. Dr. Wilson 2:ave me pe!'::nis sion to root out unoesi rables
from the orphan a~es, ani I know of a few I am going for tomorro w.
Up to the orese:n t the ACRNB has been giving out money to !3.bout
2000 or-ohan s and. widows in Msrash whom·w e couldn 't help with employ ment or otherw ise, but now that winter has come we exoect to start

a sort o f soup kitche n or bread line. ProbRb ly next week we will

he.ve anothe r bakery running to snpply about JOOOlo aves a day • We
elreadv hAve our odn bakery which supoly s the oruhan R~es.

Dr. Wilson exuect ed anothe r man from 41epno to run the office
a.nd intende d me to help with distrib ution of clothin g and money to
the villag es, but so far he h,g_sn 1 t come. The AGRNE hns just

estab lished an orDhan age in Albus tan, north of Maras h. ·Mr. Lyman
,
one o·f the missio n8ries here just return ed from there and sayR
it
is a wonde rful place, but undev eloped ; fine W8,ter power , rich
iron
mines very riear, an~ the cente r of the grain rlistr ict. You
can buy

all the land you want for a lira ($5.00 ) an acre.

Perhap s ! 1 11

get un t h r::re in the spring .
Tod8.;j we

1

'sicke dn the police onto an Armen ian who borrow eti.

enough noney from the Acq -;-,; 3 to buy a mule, then turned i•~o slem
and
w
refu se ~ t o Day his debt.
Anoth er man borro/ (d money at the SP-me
tirr..e for> : h e same nurpo se but his mule died before he signed
the

ag r es-:;;.en::,.

,·,1us ~ cl ose now~

Just realiz ed I mi ;.;: ht have been writ-

i !.'l g o::i ·c;,::-:h s~a-ss cf t n e p s.per. The packH ge hasn. 1 t come yet,
but
we

:1 ,2 :: ~~

-= -~ ,,_:; ::~::.,:;··- ;,ill be del.gy ed cominr; fro:m. Const an tino p le . Let

: ~~0:o gr~~~ ed all the oruhan s of Maras h this week for in<liv
idU.31 "J ~'l-:- -:: ,:: ':' :\:,r --:; ". '3i r histor y shei:;t s, which wi l l

be used in a ce.rn-

orpha,: .s ::. :. :; ·.;e -;:;;ho t o s r8uhed , c o untinR : the ones I did in Aintab
.
The storie s ~hese little kids can tell about their exper iences
are

awful l y intere sting -9.nd really funny the way they Rre tolr'I~
cor:;;y so ~e- 2..::1d ser.:d the storie s home.
ra.ndo::i from the pile on "'.n.Y de:9k: Name;i.

old, now in
11

11

t wlll

Here is one I just Dicked a.t

Varten oush Sefer ian, l 7yrs.

.Acorne H orpnan ,gge marash ~ ( tranla ted by her teache r)

0ur fB.'.nily wR. s comoo sed of eleven membe rs, my broth er Zenop
in

Am.eri e r was marrie d and his wife was with us with her two
sons. My
thre e sister s anrl one broth er at home were marrie d so they
all

star~e d with us.· First we we r e exile1 t o a place called Hasan
Oglod _in four month s. There Turks made a massa cre, They took
our

prope rties., we fled b a ck to Yemac h. At the _wP.r ( '!} the Turk
wornen

killed with axes my father ann mother and also my uncles . When we

re acherl to Kemach Turks threw into river my nephew s. An o.ff'i cer took
one of my brothe rs' wives so I fled to Kemach b2ck. There the
Kaimac am of Kemach took me and I was a servan t io his family as
many as fo 'J.r yea.rs~ Then ~ussia n Army came, so many Armeni an wid-

owsflt'? d to them.

It · was announ ced that none of the Turks woulrl

keep Arrneni. ,ms in his house so Kaimaka m sent me aw8.y a.nd I c2.me to

At the same time my brothe r I s wife fled to
RLls.si a n L":ny. After two d~ys of my arriva l to r'If:lrash I was put by
the a .i d of' Armeni ans to ~es cue Home. There I lived nea.rly eight
months , iu~ now I arn in Acorne orphan age." (Must quit now as I 1 ve
Will write again soon if there is any news. Give
ffoDe you are all well. Have you had

any~ =:~?

Th~ ~i~ls back of my house are covered with snow, but

none i:1 :V!°2r>a st.11

L-ove to c:tll from Stan1_e y.

To tha :t s..- :ily of James q. Kerr>

Darby, ?e nnsylv ania

Am enclos tni a

Stanley E. Kerr Collec tion
Pro?er ty

or

Susan E. Kerr

MarA sh, Turkev
Dec. 28,

19i9.

Dear Mario n,
This is a. rainy Sunday so I 1 11 spend .my time writin ~ letter
s.
'I'he rainy ses.son is now on full blast, anri it just reins
R.11 the
time~ Once in a while. we heve a clear d~y and the sun comes
out,
b1.1t not much. 'rhe roads are too bad to try the auto,

so we don 1 t

g ge"G mail any more from Alepp o. I thlnk I mailed a lette
r home

fro:n ;.intab 5 when I was there a couple of' weeks 2.go,
one f'ro-:: h,:,:na from Dad enclos inp; some clippi n

and also got

from the Ledge r. I

was gl.s6 to hear a.bout Stuar t I s big hit in Cinnc inna ti.- I had
a
lette r f~:~ Joh~ Aartin at the sam time~ enclos ing pictur
es tPk-

~~.

~i 1 3:~ tele~h one~ to Aintab yester day, Rnd

WRS

told they

I _g;uess w~ ?..re

~ut

~f ~

~rom c ~~~liz gtion for the ~inte r, excep t for the Turkis h

p o s e,~~~ :~ I

~ ~~

1

t

care to use any more thRn neceR sary. I will

pr:,o ,'c:::17 38:.-::.d t::is lette r by the Turkis h ro.9 ily so nlea.se
let rne

lon;; i

"t

t 9.ke s to get home. We heard last week that the re-

lief s~iio :-rhich was bringi ng our Christ mas pa.ckB. ges sunk.
We haven 't

hes.rd ye t a n y detai ls, excep t that it was also bring ing our winte
r
sl4pol ies, e.uto parts, blank ets and old -cloth es for the Armen
ians,
etc. I hope the ship was insure d. If it was you should notify
the

New York off'i ce of the v0.lue of the

PR

ckege you sent. Be sure to

let me know what was in it an anyhow , as that willnb e B.s good
as
gettin ~ it. There sure WP.SR disapn ointed lot of people when
we got
the news. Armen ians come to my office every few days and
want to

kno if tnere :Ls a uack2.r:;e for them from A:.i1eri ca, .!'J.nd a .,..,e prett
sad when they hear the boa.t went down. If there is anoth er
oppor tunity

to send a pack.sg e just send me a couple of doz

vest pocke t films,

but no clothi ng or books . We are all very well suunli ed ove~
here
and don 1 t need a thing. And .tanks very much for sendin ~ me
all the

things in the box even tho it didn 1 t get here. It certai nly
is too
oad the blank ets and clothe s for the refuge es was lost, for
theyy
suraly need them~

We hsd a f'i:ne time Christ mas. It snowed h8rd the day before
,
but :-ne l ted right a ,:;e_y , ancl. the next day was a good s1.L.rishiny
Chris t1

T
· ,
mas • ..:.n
tne

a.I"+-uernoo n

__.,
-Snyr,.er
ann- D.
. r. 1,,•.rilson o,. ,_ nd

"1~v.1
· r__

I,yman ·(a_ mis-

siona.r :y) and I went huntin g llkekle ek 11 otherw ise known a.s
"9artri d'!.e.
The hills just back or the house , not more than a mile 8.way,
;:,~re ·

so full of partri d~e that you raise flodks of twenty or more
on

sin~le j~ rrele ~ ~un, Bnd I h~rl my double bar~e lea 20 ~ua~e
, while

Dr. ~ilson hea ~he only ~ood ~un in the bunch , a 12 guage ~oulebarre l ed. shot gun, He stayed . .--,own in the valley s 8.nd only
saw two

birds , while Lyc:nan

2.nd

I used

UD

all our shell witho ut any effec t

o:n. the ·::)ird.s, , L~Tai2.r1 ever1 stol.e 1.1:p behinc 1

a few y e:rds from them,

R.

f~Locl< a.nd ·blaze d ~.-way

and the bird he shot at shook its wings and

s a.ilecl aHay. 'l:'he shells were all

#8.

Needl ess to say we didn' t !set;

a thi!ig. We sew a. fox i,md two j e.clrnl l s, 8.nd had the fox corner
ed
and chased it tow.c;rd .s Sny.-1e r, who had the rifle, but it disapp
eared
in a cave.

Yeste· rday 8fte:rno onw:=.i s A.nor•h er clear• d2.y, ann Seturd ay, so
I
went out with a.n Armen ian boy ar:.d the dog CTnd brou;:; ht back
three

fe.t keklee k. I ha.d the good gun this ti:ne. I also hit a. r2bbi
t and
saw it roll over on its bP..ck,

so I turned to shoot at a pArtrid P.:e,

and picked up the pe.rtr idg first.

Then when I went to pick up the

rabbi t there was nothin g but fur,.

So Mr .. J:fabbi t must have recov ered

quickly. We are going to h~ve the kekl for dinner tod~y~
Christmas night all the Americans of Marash, which means the
AORNE personnel and about five missiontlr ies,

had dinner at the

hospital and invited the French officers stationed in Marash. I am
enclosing the menu to show that we can have a swell ~inner once in

a while o:_1rsel ves. Afterward s we hP-d sorne music and a ver~f good
time. The French co:'.11.m8nder has his wife here in Marash too., and
they come over quite often to call on Dr. Wilson .and Mrs. Wilson.

They always bring an internrst er who CAn talk anything under the
sun except English. So the French cormnand:er will say something in
French, the interpret er wi11 tell it to me in German and I translate it to E!n,2:lish.: or else t~e interpret er tells it to Mr. Lyman

in J11i rY:l. s b. .sr:·:i h e puts it into .8::rndish for the rest of us.This is
so mu~:::-i. :.:•oubl,:,, ·-:::at we often tti.lk Turkish. rrhe cor.1.!nB.nder is lenving Me~a. tomao:-row .. :fore troons 2.re comi.hq; all the time. 1rhe 1J:urks

h ? ven 1 t done rc~c h so f1:,r~ except little RttP-.cks on 2.m.!?11 bodie s
of Fr ,: inch tr-oop !':l

0

1tside the city.

1

All the Armenian shops have been

clos e d fo r Rbout a week on 8count of fear of m~ssacre. A f 8w days
a.go the F'rench 3'-d.d they 1,.r were goinP.: to bombard the citadel at
two oclock if the Turks didn't do whF.lt they demanded}. but the bombr:a_r:lme:nt :never> came off ..
/._t

A.int ab I

s;.1.w a book entitled

11

Across .AS ~. 2. l--Jinor on Poot 11 .,

It had a good descriutio n of Masash, Aintab, Rnd Aleppo and the road
we have to tr8vel coming bqck and forth.

If you can ~et it in the

library I think you ~oula enjoy it. It is by Childs., or Child, end
publisned by an English TJUblisher .

What do you think about me stayinP;; here in 'l'urkey until the
end of the summer?

I suupose if I am willinp;,

tract for four or five months

7

I ca.n renew my con-

but would do it only on the cond:ltion

,4,:)'

that they pay .me the equiva lent of what I could save a_t home d.uring
the summer , so thB.t I could start in collef!; e in the fall if I wanted to. '.£'hey are paying the person nel who came over recent ly fairly-

large salarie s, but I would be s9tis.f ied to get the terms I mentio ne·d.
q
Let me· know what you think about it. i)unawa y writes me he exnect s

to p:o ho::n9 in the middle of January , and won 1 t be able to make the
Tigris trip.
Others want to take that trip on the way home so I
ma:r go e..nyway , but if not, perhap s I mi .o.:ht just as w well stay on

for a few months .

Li 1rip,~ expens es here· can't be :nucl~ hip;her the.. n B.t home. It

co s t s 2-b() ;-t; a dollar

8.

day per peroon here in Maresh , inclurlin P.:

a.::. i sa~\'s.n ts. }1rs. t.~Ji.lson r11ns the ho·u.se I am ih, with
ii~~~ s~~ ~~ -

Or.

rnor: :2 :c:

me!lt,.

8.s

-:'."".l ..~1

S Sny~er an d I, and it costs about 30 liras a

,:;-,-~:::'-E
.. ~irrn:.
,· We h'" ve >four Armeni ans li vi.ng: in the base-

-chey h2vs no home, and they do 811 the house work a.nd cook-

ing 2.~-:,: :.-:c:,s ":-:.L·~ : .:':,r their bo a rd and a. small we.r-:e. The servan t prob-

i.e,·,i_

~~ :3- ?~-

~

-c ,:,oolem at e,11. You c e n get all the serv8n ts you

fo·;::, nst:~in:.;::: :-:1:)re than givin~ them a home an a_ food. Mrs .. Wil-

;,:i,_ti r;

son

isn' t-

8.

sksd ona of'

0 1.1,r

s erva.nt s if she would work for five years . for

her a-c t;~e sa~e pay, if she too~ her to Arn~ric a, but the girl sRid

it ws. s:!:"1' t. e:1ough for A.m.erica.• If we could take enough Armenia n!3

over to A:rreric a they would run the ,Jews

0 1Jt

of busine ss. All the

me~chs nt in ½erash Rre down on us becaus e we pay the Armeni ari spinne!'s and IC..">"litter 25 cents a day in our indust rial plant. They say,
we are ruinin~ their busine ss by paying such hi?h wages. Wash-w omen
in the city get about ten cen a day. In our indust rial work here
we einoloy abo~1.t 500 Armenia .n Wo!'len, who start with raw cotton and.
make 14,000 yards of cloth a month, all by h9nd, beside s sweate rs
and socks, etc. All this cloth is m8de into clothin ~ which is ~iven

to the refuge es.Thi s supply s about 2,400 g2rmen ts a month. '"t'hey
also do consid erable fancy work, and make Turkish towels , and what

they call Ma.rash embroi dery on a native weave cloth which makes a
very durabl e and attract ive table cover. ·
Snyd.er andbI have fixed upna dark room and have found out how

to chan2;e the '.";-raflex into Rn enlargi np; Camera , so nerhap s I can
3er::.d you s0 some enlP.rp. ;ements from my V.. P.K. soor1. Snyner is a :>-~ennonl.i:,e ,

s.nd the bes:; sort of fellow. , He runs the transp ortatio n de-

p13rt:1:<:;::·It here, and the Quarte rmaste r Dept .. B.nd

plant.

~8

the Slectr ic li2:ht

expect s to ~o to an ea.ster n college when he comes back

to the s:;s':;es . I told. him he ou;~ht to come to Penn. and live in
fJ2.rby ~

:~~-:_2

>!er..::1'.)nites sent quite a la.rge group of worker s in the

AG'=UL::I .,.. --:....: ,..,:, :c .:0'1tte n Qr twelve~ . They are all about the best
wo~ ~~~3

i~

~~~

or:.:: ·;,c.::-•_;;_J_::i kn:-,,;

~a~~J, and there is nothing narrow about them. No
T::""!·3Y

were Mennon i_tes from :-lress or anythin ~.

K~3~s ~ e !~-~o~ ~s all the time.I have to keep all the books myself

so 1~ ~~s;s me f a irly busy~ It c6sts about

}10~00 0 a month to

run this stetion and give relief to the fifty or more village s
around hers~ In the spring it should n't take more than half of that.

M::--. Lp:s.n just came in from church . 'I'he re st of us non 1 t

go

as we cantt und.ers: ;2.nd Turkis h well enough .. He teache s a Bible class,

and this mornin g a conver ted Moslem was in the class. He was govern or
of e. distric near Damasc us during the war, and said this mornin g

th?t he receive d an orcler from Consta ntinopl e three times ·to shoot
ell the Armeni ans in his distri ct, but didn't do it, but did..n. 1 t do
i t . It happen ed th 0 t three of the Ar::neni ans in this same Bible class

this mornin g were in thi:,t distri ct at the time _the orders were
issued 1 so they owed their lives to the Mosle

A conver ted Moslem ·

has about as much chanc e for a long lif'e in thisb town as
a snowball in ----, as Billy Sun~P Y used to say. He will get
a knife in
the back some day.
No news. Houe your schoo l is proR: ressin g in the rip:ht
direc tion. Tell Ew,;en e for me that if he ooesn ' t write me
at leAst one
lette r befor e i come home I 1 11 lick hime Even now I
cuss him: 11 "!)eveler i olsou n: ba.shi ya k:::i.ril2 .r kul s~.tsi ler., 11 Which
is: "May all

his can.el s die., and may his wives throw dust on his
bRld head~ rt

Dinne r is ready and I smell roast kekle ek, so
SelRm et ile,

*
Stanl ey E. Kerr Colle ction
Prope rty of Susan E. Kerr

111-1.

Ma.rash., Turkey .
January 4, 1920.
Dear Mother ,

'l'his is anothe r Sunday F.1.ftern oon, and a f'ine day.

We had so

much rain f'or e. while that a short stretch of' good weathe r seems
great.

It hasn't rained for five days, anrl the roads are in sue

goo:-1 conditi on. that Snyder decided to .&so·to t\.intab tomorro w to P:et
o:.;.r ::-,iail, and for· reasons IBll tell about later.
S~iyder and I a.re makin9: quite a re.cket on two typewr iters

gettir::Z le-::::te rszre2.d yzto flO tomorro w. I don't know how these letters ".-ii2..l

~0

pouncj t. c

r 2.ri s,

ho'.'1.e_,. but ho::;e they will

rso

in the l1.:.11erican E."m.bassy

"-ndfrom -sher hone_ I wish you. would tell me how

my ls 7 :e ~ ~ a r s ~ : !t~~rke d~ I have mailed some letters by Turkis h
po s~

~ ~ -~

h0? 9

~~~y

reach home s8fely . Letter s have come to Marash

f:10!11. 4-::":8:---ic .s t.: ;r ::-~rk ish post in on.e mont!1, wl1icl1 ls very g;ood., So

i f ;, :-,.1 ?'.: '3-:>&sse:. me direct ly to Marash , Turkey_. it ·wduld be the

quic'.,..~ e- 2t :·,9..Y:, b u ;:; since I might fil()Ve any t,ime, it would be se.fer
to se .:: i ·:c. o_:,- the ss_me olrt method .

Snyde~ just showed me a letter he had receive d from a womAn

~

a Sy2"'la:::, now near Beirut . It happen ed to be from Leah Baraka t.

Isn 1 t she

Madame Baraka
t vou
know? She has come over from
.
"

Philad elphia to her native town to help with relief wor~.
I s 1..ip·;Jose you ?Ot my letter mailed last Sunday , tellinr. ; about

the fine time we had on Christm as. We had just as g;ood a tirrie New
Yea.r I s eve, and I 1 11 bet we raised as much e exci te~nent ner -person
as Philad elphia did • .All the AC111'f2 nerson nel here ca.me to Mrs,.W ilson' s house for dinner in the evenin~ ~ Believ e me, it was a re~l
feed.W e had

8.

turkey , raised in our

01,m

bRck yard, and all the fix-

ine;s, masherl pot1=tto e$, soup _
, sr.lads , c!'eam nuffs, fruit gelatin e,

mince pie , coffe~ and nuts. Then we playea· gqmes till twelve o 1 clo
and then--~ e made all the -noise we could on the front norch by
be2tin g cop-oer pans, etc. 'l'he next day we her:i.rd that e.bou a hundre d
Armeni ans ran to a house neRr by saying that Wilso house

WRS

sur-

rounde d by Turks and we were calling help. They _were all afraid to
come over and see what was going on, and I suppose agreed to let
us die. Our own servan ts were asl~ep when we started the racket ,
and told us the next dBy that they got up and prepar ed to be mas- ,
secre:i.~ :en.ey
ran. a_rortnd, down sta.irs holleri ng;

II

.11.r~1.a.n,

.lu'11.e.n. rr1 Ne w

Years dAy is observe d by the Ar~eni ens too so it was a holiday , and
Snyder and I went huntin~ , but didn 1 t (!et anythin g, e.ltho e.13.ch of
us saw plerity of u::,_rtr:i.dR: e an<l foxes.
a jaci9.l ~nd t:--~:::-ee •c.t

I got in five shots, two at

e f'ox, but only succeed .en in ~;:;king the fox

run a c: J ·.:."': ; _ ::::.:...:.:: s. ~'!!inute " A 'T'u!.'k

WP..s

with us And .is aoin~ with us

smnet2.:--;.c one. =<~a::> h1mt .. He W8s one of ')r~ Wi.1son 1s D8.tien
ts

~rter

all t:.-c-2- i.fo :.:1len ·Joe-tors hnd given him up as hoDele sst but when Dr .
Wilson fixed h:lm uo he he bAcarne so .o.tt:.::.cher' to the Doctor he comes

8round to call eve!.'y Sun.day
T·ha oeginn ing oi' the year has been :9rett;y busy for me as I have

to make out report s for all the institu tions, b esi~es my financ ial
report ,

end b esides stqrtin g a new led~er . It is very hard to gat

money :r~ow as the roads are too bad .for the -mercha nts to get to Aleppo, and as

D

result I can 1 t

sell ilrBfts as e .9 .sily in the summer~

Snyder is going tomorro w in the cRr to Aintab , but the Armeni ans
are &..frRid to go out of town now on aceoun t of the trouble s recent ly
,
so at nresen t I am al~ost out of fun1s.

I enjoy this work fairly

well, but wouldn 1 t like it for a long time. The fact that I can Ret
8way once in a. while for a hunt makes it much nicer to work here

than in a city like Aleppo .

Three WB~ons 2rrived here last niRht

from Alepoo with our sup:plie s ~ 'T.'he roais 1:1.re not good enouP.:h for
a.ytos . No mail hascorrie for a long time exc except thru the Turkish
po st, a.nd none for me.

As long as this letter is going by au.to to Ainta.b, the censor
may not cut it to 9ieces~ The French have very kindly offered to

send our m-3.il thru their rn.ilitary post. 'roday,th e Armenian s a.nd
Turkxs of Mar-a8h ~nd vicinity are rHther unset .. For a couple o.f

waeks the Turks hPVe been killing the Armenian s a few at a time,
but the Armenian s A.re not content to lose even a few,

as this sort

of thi:ig usua-Lly results i::-1 wholesa le massacre . While the ~rench
are in Marash there is n 1 t any possibi lity of a general ~assacre

in thI' cit:r, but the villages will probably suffer greatly during

the wi::;:;2:::-. F'o:::, exam:;:,le a Mos1em a fe days ggo shot three Armenj_::1ns or-.:. ·c::-ie eri~= of thetown.

Six or ei?ht A Ar;:nenia ns on the wa

to Zei toun were kille0 ne2r a Turkish fi;endarme station. A couple

of Al~erian soldiers were killed near Mara~h, and the villa~es Are

so surround ed by bandits that they dont dare go into their vineyards to work. If they . rjo they don'.t come be ck. /'.. re ·oort CBme :i.n

not lon9;

HfW

the.t the Turks -w ere intrench inp: between here and Is-

lahie ( on th r?.ilraod ),. so the French sent out troops frorn AdanR,
Isl ahie s.nd. Me.rash yesterda y with artiller y, and yesterda y after•noon the sound of the g 1.ms could be he8rd in Merash. The French commander was over while we were eAting dinner e.nd said his troons han
probably been bombard ing the 1'urkish position s or villages , but the
wires were cut so he didn't know definite ly. The Turks in Marash

are excited about it , and the ~rmenian s are scared. So we are hearing of'

WP:rs

and ru:'lors of wars, whic ma~:es things very int·eres ting

here. The m'3.n who broun:ht the three wa<?ons from i.leppo was corning
up from Beirut 8bo 11.t a week ago, ano when he was passing Baalbek

( I sent you some photos I took there ) the French and Ar Arabs were

hBvin~ a battle . The French wcin, after about forty French andmo
re
Arabs had heen killed .
'rhe story is going around that the Bedou ins near Der el Zor,

on the Euphr ates captur ed three Britis h office r and some men,
and
that the Britis h had come up from Bagds d and wined the ci·ty
off

the msp, killin g thouse,nds of Bedon ins and A.-rabs.

I hope it is

tru.e,. Der el Zor is the nl2ce the Armen ians cr.11 the Grave yarn
of
the .t. ::~:-nenia ns, beca.-use the biE?;ge st ma.ssa.cre occ~lr red there .
I forget the figure , but it is around one hundre d thousr nd or two hundred tho ._isand. who were killed there.

I c~~ 1 t thin~ of any sueci al news now so will close and wish
you ea:: a ha? ~Y ~ew Yeaf, even if it is rathe r late to do it.
I
am ~e ~ ~i ~~ fi~e ~~d hope everyb ody ~t home is well. How is your
arn: t':;:::-_:;:·., ::..:::-: s: s.::.~.::2 D!•. qyan took hold of i t ? Hope he fixed
i t up

OK. I don 1 t h~ve any new photo s to send, but will enclos e some
I
have ~s~2. If: h~ve sent them before p~ss them on to someb ody
else.
Th.tr-,?wa..: :: .::: -;;oi r..~ h -:)m8 soon. I mg_y tell him to

rJ.:O

out to see you

if he ;?oss thru ?hilad eluhia . If' I were in 1Uepno I woulo
ask him
to take 2am,:lt hin2: home for ne, but- he is 12;oin~ in

R

few d::iys, and

so all I will send him from here is a letter . I mays send this
letter to ::d.:rr and ask him to mail it in A.me ri ca.
Goodb ye .for the prese nt. Lots of love to you Mothe r and Dad
and ·H.s .r t--Iario n andal l the house . Hope to get a lette r when Snyde
r
comes back tomorr ow night~

Stanle y

*
To Mrs. James R. Ker~
D.8rby , Penns ylvani a

Stanle y E. Kerr Colle ction
Proue rty of Susan E~ Kerr

Marash, Turkey.
January

8, 1920

Dear Stuart,
Snyder is going to Aintab tomorrow ,
Alepno the next day,

so I 1 11 write a short letter tonight and let

him· take it along in the mornin,g: .

tj,,ru the Turkish censor.
Tur;.::i sh

')Ose

and perhaps on thru to

That means probably it won I t · go

I have mailed several ietters thru the

but hsva no idea how safe it is. Snyder was down to

Aint~j a f few days ago and brought back one letter for me, one
Mother wrote Nov.

9, so it took just about two months to get here.

bean very ~ad and our cars were not travelin ~ but
fer ::-. ___ .

~

are ~c~=

~~¼.

so fer co

:,:eeK ,,;~ have h2.-1 the best sort of wee.ther so the roads
~~~ 3

11:::1>:e :>~8.

~ornina I

S8W

the first ice th~t I have ~een in

nut on winter unde:c-we are We h2.ve terrific

eve~ se ~~. Snyd~r c~me back with gnother jackall last ni~ht. He

~ied s~o~ ~we on ~he way b~ck from Aintab, but one disapoea red in
the o;__,_3::es s.fte:!'.' he hit it. I was -after ch.rk so he coulc'l. . ri
. 1 t f'ind

it. ?hey B.r e thick -9.round here.. Everytim e we go out afterpar tridge
we see se?eral foxes or jackalls . I got five shots one afternoo n
at foxes,

ou-c didn't hit any-. I use a ·Turkish a.rmy rifle •. I hR.d a

sh()tgun which I bouq:ht in Constan tinople· but when I ran out of
shells I sold it,· at five dollars urof'it. You cruld sell any sort
of firearm here now at P,.IlY orice since the trouble started. I'm
cert.sin ly ,a::led I r.;ot my Colt in the US. Everybod y who has a pistol c~rries it tucked away somewhe re these days, and you c~m see
the point of da~gers sticking out from the edge of the Turk coats
as they walk about.

l~1
':Phis is a sort of thing you find in Bobabec durin_q: closed

St~a.son for game, when everybody shoots a1·1 they can get Rway with •
. The 1'urks are killing all the Armenians they can without calling
it a general massacre. In }V[arash the French troops are holding

things down pretty well, but every morning reports come in of Ar_menians killed just out of the city.
closed for days,

All the stores have been

j:md you couldn I t persuade an Ar•menian to go out

aft e r d~_rk for lo v e

01,

rioney. My interpret er qui ts work ten minutes

b_ befo:-e sundown, and our buyer won I t go into the market even in
broad d8.yli g ht. tfost of the Armenians don I t have much suunk an:t~AJay.

But just no',/' even the 'T.'ur>ks a--re scared as badly as the Armenia.n:::

and their stores Rre close1 too. 'lne French have p.;ot their goat.

The

1'1~ ,..,,.., · r-:
.!.. ~ -

!"--=- h a ve b ean uickini

one a~

~ ~a

off a ~r ench soldie r or two right alon~,

in ~he ba z aar shot in the back, and a few Morrocans

shot outsine o f the city~ A few days a150 they got bold enou,zh to
entrench themselve s between here and Islahie, to cut off the
Fren1~h cornmuni cations with the railroad..

The French didn I t lose

any ti~e in making war, and sent three bodies of troops, one from

Marash, one from Adana, and the third from Islahie.

That afternoon

we could hear cannon firina: down towards Isle.hie, a.nd the only ne
news so far is tha.t the French h8.d destroyed several Turk villaR;es
and several hund.red Tu.rks were killed in the fi.rhting. Then two days

2go when I c81ne downfor

breakfast , a. man told me the Turks had

killed. all the A Armenian men in Dungele, a small villa~e near here.
The women and children ran to Marash and ere 1lving in a church
now.

_The I<,rench Dunished. this promptly by bombardini; r, more Turkish

towns, and again yesterday afternoon I heard cannon firing in . the
distance. As a result the Turkish villa~ ers have lost their ap?etite for killing,

altho the Marash Moslems are trying ~heir best

to persua de the villaP .:ers to kill the Kisha flee and Funda jak Armenia ns. 'T'he French com"71.ander,, ca.lled the Moslem leade rs togeth
er
two days ago to tell the!rl that he woul.d bomba rd the ci t:v here i.f
they starte d anythi ng. The Turks are ~rmed fairly well, and every
night .the French uatro l gathe rs in a few. Last night they cau~h
t
some Turks climb ing over a wall with rag3 soaked in kerose ne to
set
fire to en Armen ian schoo l, and in the scuffl e

that follwe d one

of the ?urks hf!.d a bayon et shoved clear thru him.

Dr>~ :,-.tilson hes had

a couple

of wound ed French to opera te on •

.Most o o f the cases are shot from ambus h. One Armen ian wome.n
was

slee-cin.:;;: with a Disto l under her oillow a few nights ago, when
it
~~d

hit her in the head. I don't know wheth er she died or
ther is

who had been wound ed. ¼ben

~e ~s ~: r ~~s n e ~ st~ be sent to AdRne to be han~e d. So e few
night s

ago, :;:_?:cs he

·,.' ,'.'-. 3

!:llmos t well, his broth. er came and tried to steal

hia a~sv, b ~t

~~e

French ha~ seen him enter the city with an extra

horse

a~~

ni;::l"...~,

we~e wise enouqh to ~ut a guard over the bandi t that

;:_:; :> ::hey

C'3U~h t

the brothe r too.

T)ur:s.w8.y has 1eft for Americ :-,, but expec ts to stop in Serbia

f'or ti~=o ~c:-1t}1s. I wrote him to be sure and go

011t

to Darby if he

ce.me to ?hila~ Magee is rathe r ueeved that Dunaw ay spoile d
our plan
for floc>,ti.ng: down the Ti~ris to Bagda d, so he wrote to me a
f'ew
'
d2ys
aP-:o to see if I would trave l h home with him storm
ing in Italy,

then qoing thru Switze rlRnd to Paris end the Weste rn Front , then
to Londo n and Liverp ool gnd home. But thet looks li.ke too much
cash to me,. Snyoe r and I both filled out the neces sary blank today
to state our willin ~ness to stRy on till July, urovid ed the
ACRNE

wante d us bad enouo: h to nay us what we could earn in the sPme
time
a.t home, so we would have eno1J.Q;h cash to stai:>t colleg e .on ap:ain

i.f

neces sary. I wrote home asking what you a.11 thoug ht about that,
but of course have not had time for an answe r, and had to de6ide
today. The ACRNE may not neerl. us, howev er, in which case we
would
be gettin g ready to start for home in less than

t~;o. month s.'

I

have an idea that we will stay at least a month or two lon.ii:et
' than

that anyhow .

I a..'l'l goinq, to semd in an applic ation to Penn for a schola r-snip incasa I want to finish my Fh.D. Proba bly I will find
it hard
. , anynow
.
enoug1.1. . t:.,o f'"inct a ,Joo
, so ~ight as well brush up on my
~

chemi str-y. I have st P-.:::>ted. to study French ,

along with my Turkis h.

A dye 2n8.n was in a few dgys a.?;o and uromi sed to tell me all

w

Vefrnt ale dyes any time I say. It ought to make a

good intere st:!.ng accou nt even if it is of no comm ercial value
. From·
the lit ~:e ~a d~1 tell me it seemed as intere stinR as old Geber

hims~ l~. I ho~s your dyes qre still as rrood

BS

you made for the

Bri:nr:: e:ns. I su-r.,-r.:o s e by· th.is ti?'l'!e yotl are makinR ; as £;ood

P-

sRlary

as dye. 3y the ti~e I get home 1 1 11 uroba bly be so ooor I'll
h~ve
to be borrow ing from vou, at lesst until I get a job.

The ~rmen ians are too scs-ed to trave l to Alepoo , and as a result won 1 ~ buy any of my dro.fts on .Alepp o,. I have just

5 liras to

last roe u.ntil Snyde r can fsO to Aleppo and b-ring g;old back.
rr'ha.t
five lir:rn will last about five minut es torn.mo row, and then
I 111
close up shop until more comes. . Our apn:ro pr•ir.ti on for Maras
h is
plenty bi;;; enough to run the orohar n,ges, etc., but ha?"dl y touche
s

the orphan s and widow s in the city ~nd villag es.
I got some Litera ry Diies ts and a Penn ma~az ine vou sent from

Cinne
looks

Thanks very much for them .. By the news in the pa-per s it
A.s

tho P..rmenia should tPke the !11anda.tory of A
meric a.

Must

close as space is gone.
Stanley

'Po StuR.rt Kerr-

J.qncaster, Pennsyl vann-i
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