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or form a reciprocal‘arrangement with the surrounding states.,
It could also cooperate with the bait dealers in seining
game fish, and re-stocking them, under state supervision.
The final recommendation would be that the state allow the
individual game fisherman the right to release his surplus
shiners, and shiners only, at the end of the day's fishing.

The alternative to conservation of the native shiner
is the setting up of artifieial ponds for the propagation
of shiners. Some of the ponds in which experimentation
is taking plaee'can be seen in figure #9 of the Appendix.
These ponds are artificial but were not constructed at first
for the raising of shiners. The dealer who wants to con-
struct his own ponds would need capital to buy or lease
land and the pond must be constructed so that the water
level could be controlled at all times. He would then have
to experiment with the golden shiner until he got a sub-
species which would propagate freely under these controlled
conditions. The golden shiner would have to be the species,
since it is the only shiner the game fishermen in this area
will purchase.' The propagator, in order to be successful
would have to start on a large scale, since his bait would
grow at various rates, and reproduce at various rates.

There have been some bait fishermen who have tried
to raise shiners in this area. In answer to the question
on the questionnaire which dealt with raising shiners, 27%
answered that they had tried raising shiners, and of this
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figure, 73% were unsuccessful. Only 7% were successful,
Never-the-less, 40% of the dealers owned or leased ponds,
the sizes of which ranged from 350 square feet to six acres.

The present situation is such that the native shiners
are rapidly decreasing. The fisherman who is able to
propagate shiners in large enough quantities to harvest
them at the times when the market is at its peak, will
undoubtedly find a very lucrative business that could easily
spread from Southern Worcester County, to Worcester County,
and reach as far east as Boston, and as far west as

Springfield.
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